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folfor two reasons first br farnsworth rsis apa Pcor-
rect

or
man his character is without spot or ble-

mishmish secondly thishis vision corresponds with a
hundred and one other sacred things written in
ancient and modem timestime andi may add a third
reason it has all been fulfilled to the very letter
so far as time would allow

I1 am fully inclined to believe thattha all these
sayings both ancient and modern must mean
something and god will defend a people who
trust in himbim a people whose prayers are ascend-
ing up into hisbig ears day and night for protection
and redress he will steady his own ark with-
out the aid of voluntary service and will signify
the fact in unmistakable terms to such as volun-
teer a crusade against himorhim or hisbis cause didiotdid not
god create the heavens and the earth hashag liehe
no rights must he have no voice in the affairs
of this world without being indicted arraigned
and tried for treason

if we cannot live by trusting in god do we
wish to live at all what enlightened latter
day saint can see any charm in thishis world to
chain or bind him here when his hopehops and hisbig
trust are in christ hisliis savior totb talk about
a religion to a latter day saint that liashas
no living prophet or apostle inin it that has no
living god in it who can and will speak to his
creature man in this day is to talk to him of
eciral egg without meat a body without spirit an
eye without sight or an ear without liearinghearing
to make a latter day saint or even a mormon
if his heart were ever touched with the fire of
truth into any kind of orthodox christian would
lequirerequire as much faith and skill as it ever did to
turn water into wine or to feed five thousand
men women and children with five loaves and
two fishes

after apostatizing from this church some may
joinjorin some of the sects for popularity sake or for
the sake of making money or a living and pro-
fess to believe all about the god without body
parts or PaSSipassionsons but secretly they say you are
fools you are in the dark you worship you
know not what scores of apostates that havebare
left this church and returned to it again have
confesconfessedseased these very things while they out-
wardly affect to believe the dodogmasdomas11 mas of the relirellreligi-
ous

r i
world they secretly pity and despise I1

meanllean such as are not past feeling
do our enemies object lo10 some being frightened

away from here by the glass of truth beingb held
before them to enable them to seesea theesthemselves as
god sees them and have become frightened at
their own moral deformities and lefileft will the
time not come when none of the uncircumcised in
heart or the unclean can enter the abodes of the
saints if the old prophets have oidoldtold us the
truth such times must come and if they now
begin to be foreshadowedforeshadowerfore shadowed think it not strange
dzionzion will be redeemed with judgment and her
converts with righteousness and the destruc-
tion of the transgressors and of the sinners shall
be together and they that forsake the lord shall
be consumed isaiah
I1 feel and know that I1 am a poor weak unprofi-

table servant at best my life is of no great
value when compared with the value and impor-
tance of thishis kingdom and I1 have lately thought
that it would be about hethe height of my ambition
to lose my life to save that of some better man
I1 know not what I1 will do but I1 pray god my
heavenly father that I1 may do my duty and
honor his name and cause with my everyever and
latfatlatestbestfest breath I1 have tried to do right and to
live my religion I1 have sought the lord day and
night and stillstillseekseek him and by his gracerace shall
continue to seek him until I1 can fairfallfali upon his
neck and embrace him and saysa thou art my
father and hebe will say to me thou art my
son I1 have no righteousness to boast of I1
have no oil to spare

but if sore trials must comeco ne even to the lay
ing down of our lives I1 do not know that I1 can
ask for the time to hshe prolonged with any hopehops
of being much better I1 mean to be about as
good as the light and knowledge I1 have will allow
me full of imperfections as I1 am my heart
soul and spirit feel to bless the saints with all
who wish them well and the enemies that would
persecute the saints that would try to over-
throw the kingdom of god on the earth and en-
snare the feet and shed the blood of the prophets
of god let their blessings be turneturneddIntointo curlingscursings

theirthein prayers become sin and the stain of inno-
cent blood blast their hopes for ever if they re-
pent not

mormonism is true the priesthood of god
is on the earth and is destined to bear rulerulo noenot
cjj in heavenbeaven but in the earth also and likewise
in every dalpalpaitpaltt of gods dominions this makes
the devil andall his subjects aneryangryangryanat the saints
and they wish to eliikill us off kill just as many
and just as soon as god will let you in this re-
spect I1 askash rono favors of any man in this lower
world I1 ask god to be my friend and to give me
graceprace and strength to be his friend so long as I1
live in this

ye saints of latter day bsbe humble meemeekr and
childbdchildlikelikeilke be fearless and resolute god grant
unto you and me hearts of iron and nerves of
steel abounding with faith hope and charitychanty
full of every goodcod work and no evil workpray in faithfalth thathat god may guidaguidegu idalda our leaders
abigaright and that wisewisa and profitable counsels may
be given them for us and we possess hearts to
appreciate and obey the lord dictate the
policy of his kingdom and shield his faithful
ministers from thehe snares of this worldwaria and of
death until weire shall have completed our earthly
missionmssionslon and then may our exit shed a luster
upon the cause which our lives have been de-
voted to sustain
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brethren and SastersSs I1 arise before you this
morning for thetile purpose of exexpressingn my feel

ingsin and relating some things that have transpir-
eduswwhilebliehiiebile I1 have been absent from you

nearly two years ago I1 left this city on a mis-
sion to the statesate of texas when I1 arrived at
st louis I1 was appointed by elders taylortaylay lor and
snow to assist in that seasons emigration

accordaccordingin to appointment I1 returned to west-
ern iowa to seek out some camping grounds and
to aid in foformingaming some nnewew settlements in ne-
braska territory

after traveling the fore part of the winter ar-
ranging for camp groundsrounds and making ferry ar-
rangementsrangements I1 tookf the liberty to visit among the
old mormonscormonsMormons who live in western iowa I1
found that it was not a very pleasant business
for there were almost all kinds of spirits amongst
them but the true spirit of the gospel they
contended that the people in these valleys had
so far deviated from ancient mormonism that
they did not feel like emigrating to this country

there are hundreds in iowa anxiously waltingwailing
till the church goes back to jackson county
when that time comes they design TO jump on
board zions ship they think it is the next
thing to treason to call upon them to come to
utah

when br mcgaw and myself arrived in iowa
city we found the saints inin a curious condition
the branch was divided there were two presi-
dents holding separate meetings br mcgaw
arrived there a littlelitile before I1 did and disorganiz-
ed the branch and they are not yet reorganized
and I1 pray thathat they never may be until they
comply with the requirements of the law of
god

we preached to them and showed them the
necessity of becoming united and of gathering
to utah but it is hardbard to teach those old thanghang-
ers on ariyarlyanythingthing about mormonism 2 for they
think theychev know everything in this however
they are grandly mistaken for almost the least
child in the mountains could teach them ththea plin
caples of eternal life

early in the spring of 1856 1I began at flo-
rence to prepare for our emigration

this part of my mission wasvas very agreeable
but the winter previous wasvas to me most weal I1

some and tedious I1 found no conCODcongenialgenial ac-
quaintance except br mcgaw although there
were manymany with whom I1 had been associated be-
fore I1 cargecarvecame to the valley they had so far depart-
ed from the true spirit of the gospel that I1 hadbad no
pleasure in their society

after the emigration was over br snow con-
cluded to stay with us a short time and we or-
ganizedganized a branch of thehe church and I1 com-
menced

com-
meme cde reI1 baptizing tilethe saints who were scatter-
ed round there and we were the means of cheer-
ing up those who took our counsel

we baptisedbaptizedsed about 75 persons in tilethe branch of
the church at florence and I1 have great pleas-
ure inin saying that a great portion of them are
good people they are trying to keepheep the com-
mandmentsmandments of the lord 1 but they are generally
poor
kave the majority of themheint being persons who
have not gathered inim consequence of not having
means

last fall at the october conference in st
louis br william lewis a welsh brother was
appointed to take a mission among that portion
of ththeF ememigrationmigration that was scattered about inin
illinois to find cut how many there were in that
region of colicoticountry and to teach them the princi-
ples of the gospel although the weather was
very cold he traveled through the state of iowa
on foot and arrived at florence on the of de-
cemberbeir ber

the saints who had stopped at newton fort
desmoineDesnesDesmolnociro and several other places felt gladglai that
the servants of the lord had sent forth a messen-
ger to seekzeek after their welfare

when the press of business was over lastlost sea-
son I1 went into nebraska with a company of
seven men to seek a place for making a settle-
ment we left florence on the of nov
and pursued our course into the region of the
loup fork and thenhen stuck down our stakes

i I1 returned to florence and shortly afterwards
went on a visit among the saints in the neinelneighbor-
hood

abor
of st louis on mymv way I1 visited many

old mormonscormonsMormons 1 but found feryieryvery few that had any
didisposition
hepa

aitio n to come to the mountains many of
themt feelfee quite above those saints that pres
young led to utah they do not associate with
thosa that left illinois neither do they associate
with those who are favorable to emigration to
this countcountryry

many who express great anxiety to gather
i with the saints are good mechanics men who
can earn from three to five dollars per day and
they say they have been trying to gather toAO the
mountains ever since pres young and the au-
thoritiesties first came here but they have not been
able to accumulate the means

I1 told them I1 did not believe a word of it and
said 1I a man who has labor and cannot mkenuke an
outfitout fit in 10 or 12 years inin the western country
is not fit for the mountains

I1 returned to florence theike lastlost day of march
and went immediately to work to makemaize arrange-
ments to go to the loup fork to makemaks a farm

on the of april I1 got started with about
17 men 4 wagons some plows and seeds and made
our way to beaver river on the loup fork on
our arrival we laid off a town site and called it
GENOA on may 19 a companycompany from st louis
arrived at genoa the brethren felt well andani
enjoyedeajoy ed the spirit of the lord and I1 will say to
their credit thathat I1 never met with a better band
of brethren than I1 found in that camp as also
all those who are now located at genoa

afterfterafter we had made the location last fall I1
made arrangements with br robertrobert shackelton to
build a saw mill which would be in operation a
few days after I1 leac

we found the saints in florence very anxious
to emigrate to the mountains

it is not venyvery desirable for a man to take a mis-
sion to the united states at present at least I1
have found it so I1 could havebare enjoyed myself
much better at hommehorns I1 have beenbien gone nearly
lvtwova years I1 have not preachedd much inafi that

time but I1 have been engaged working with my
handsbands handling freight assisting the emigrationionlon
and making the settlement called genoa oliall
which suited my natural feelings much better
than preaching

I1 felt to rejoice exceedingly when br taylor
and br snow told meroe that raould come home
it did not take ionlonlongiong for me to get ready I1 callcan
assure you nezerneither did it take me a great while
tto get ready whwhenen I1 was called to go on my mis-
sionsionslon

I1 feel that the blessings of thehe lord have beenlieen
with me during my absence from you and I1 have
accomplished all things that I1 set tnmy handsbands to do
according to the grace and strength given me of
god I1 rejoice in the privilege of returning and
of beinobeingbeing once more in the society of the saints

mathemay the lord god bless us strengthen us and
enable us to ryllrollrollroli forth his purposes upon the earth
isig my prayer inin the name of christ our redeem-
er amen
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brethren and sisters it is with feelings that
are easier felt than described that I1 arisearisa before
you to speak for a short time

some of you will remember perhaps that
about three years and three months ago I1 was
called to go oilon a mission to texas I1 believebelleve it was
the eidth day of april that I1 was called and on
the tenth day of may I1 leftloft this city in company
with a few other brethren br benjamin L
clapp being appointed president of tiletiie company

lashedasked a blasslblessinging on tiiethe bread
since that time I1 havellave passed through very

different from that presented before me
todayto day and when I1 contrast those scenes with
thetile present I1 feel that ifir I1 had not had some ac-
quaintance with the saints in thetha mountains
with their looks their feelings and their spirits
that I1 should be constrained to think that I1 had
in my transit across the plains by some mealsmenus
gotwotgot oilon lo10 some other planet

when I1 witness the intelligence sparkling
from your eyes the unparalleled peace love and
union that dwell in your bosoms and surround
your mounmountaintaiatala homes and the joyous expres-
sions of your countenances the contrast between
these and theilia darkening wicked and murderous
eyes and countenances that I1 have been called
in some degree to mlmingleagle with in the world is
beyond my power of Ianlanlanguageguage to portray

when I1 started on my mission I1 said I1 was go-
ininy to hell and I1 have found it just so I1 havellave
found a little worse rookery than I1 expected but
by thetha blessing of my heavenly father I1 livehave
performed my mission got the privilege to re-
turn to the valleys and meet with a hearty wel-
come from the prophet of god that stands at the
head 0of the church on the earth and this has
recompensed meroe for all the liellhell that I1 have
been in

I1 have had the privilege since I1 have been
gone of baptizing quite a number of good faith-
ful people who have confidence in ththe presidency
of the church of jesus christ and in your hum-
ble servant from whom they received tilethe gospel
and they have thanked god thetile first presidencydecy
and your humble servant for being tiiethe means of
their receiving the gospel and theytiley are also thank-
ful that they had honesthonesty enough to embrace it

times were such in the sunny landlaud of the
south that they could not dispose of their prop-
erty so as to gather up here the present seasonreason
some of them havellave negroes cattle and lands and
they could not fladfiad any market for them this sea-
son and consequently they could not comb here
otherwise they would be gad to gather with the
saints of god

thetha united states arearo being visited by the
judgments of the almighty for three years
pastpast they have not had but half a crop cotton
thetile queen of the south liashas failed for three years
in succession aedand while I1 was in genoa I1 had a
letter from one ofor the brethren who stated that it
froze so on thetho ath of april uialthat it killed their
corn their cotton and their sassafras they saidsald
theythay must killhill that oldoid MormonMormonymons for prophesying
andai d bringing evil upon them such beingbein their
circumstances in april I1 cannot tell how their
crop will aeme out this season

in that region ofor country where br clapp
traveled a great storm arose and a whirlwind
took people up in the air and killed seventeen of
them by twisting their heads round goods
were found scattered 500 O miles away from the
stores and one storekeeperstore keeper was found with headbead
twisted round thothe only family that escaped
was thathat 0of a widow woman who saw the hurri-
cane cocomingin ing and ran into the prairie fell flat on
her face and heldheid on to herben children

the judgments cf god are failingfalling upon that
people to a great extent and yet they continue to
make long prayers and to pull long faces for suchauch
things are popular there for them to have frost
andaudd snow in that country why it quite aston-
ishes them

they hardly got over exulting at the news
which they had received about the grasshoppersgrasshopper
eating up thetha crops of the mormonscormonsMormonsn s andand aboutabo ut
tilethe general government being determined to
straighten up that great governor of utah till a
severe freezing winter came audand killed OLToff half
thertheir cattle last spring on the of MYmuy I1
stood oilon snow a feetfeel deep and there isii no grgrassass
for their animals and no wheat for themselves
there iais not as much wheat in richmond coun
lyty as there is upon two jots in grantsvilleGrantsvaileville where I1
live and richmond I1 s one of tilellie iestbestbest wheat
grgrowing counties in illinoisillinois there were notnet
any persons there who knew me and therefore I1
could ask as many question as I1 had a mind for
I1 was dihdib lag cattlecattiecattcaltleandand of course couldcond pass off
for a frontier drover I1 said to a man who talked
with me you are as bad as the mormonscormonsMormons 1 I1
talked with him some timelime and finding that hebe

was anticipating more troubles I1 remarked ea
your faith is so may it be

what is13 the mattermatters some inquired they
are in hell and L can say that pres youngs
words are true and that liehe is a prophet of god
for lie says that to want todoto do something and can-
not

I1

is hell and that is just their condition for
theftsthey wantvyant to do something to thetiie latter day
saintssan they wish to willewipe the hingkingkingdomdoindoln of gogodgad
out of existence and they cannot

the papers boasted when parley was killed
that there was one mormon less and that is thathe
way they feel they want to do something they
itch all over and they hardly know where ta
scratch and if they knew where it hurt most
they would bite

there was a man came through the country
where I1 was who professed to have been through
salt lake city and liehe told the people that mar-
tindale was a better speaker than pres young
I1 thought the man a very poor judge

they brought many charges against me while I1
was among them they first said I1 was a honsahorsa
stealer and that I1 found all the good horses in
tilotho country and then set the boys to steal them
I1 was then charged with being a negro stealer
and than when that would not pass any longer
they said I1 waswa at thetha head of a party of abol
zionists

after this a man came along through the coun-
try and I1 was pointed out to him as a Mormormonmonmou 2

As soon as helie saw meroe helie told bebeme he had known ma-
in new york and liehe told the people that I1 was
the smartest lawyer in tilethe country and said hebe
if hebe ilaslias undertaken to study mormonism you

might just as wellweil all shut up at once 2

just so sure as they commenced upon me tibatha
lord put something between them and me in aoso
much that they became exceedingly angry and do
dared if I1 baptized any person or organized a
branch there they would take my lirelife the first
they knew of my operations was that I1 had a
branch organized an old baptist there said if I1
baptized any of his family he would killhill me but
tilethe first the old man knew I1 had baptized his sonsort
and daughter

I1 baptized 36 in that regon of country most
of them are still good faithful saints orlaoriaordainedined
some to theilia priesthood and when I1 came away I1
left two elders to preside

I1 did the grubbing and ahthe poploughingsloughingeughinghing I1 planted
thetiie seedsseed irrigated it and Ggodd alalmightyin eighty gave the
incincreasetease therethera are those that I1 am as sure ofor
almost as I1 am of my existence my heart would
rejoice to see them gathered into these valleys

myaly heartbeart rejoices in what we have heard todayto day
I1 feel that it is first rate and just suitable to our
condconditionlionilon for zion must babe free

the first thing that I1 had my attention called to
in the sundy south was polygamy I1 was asked
what we believed about it we could not preach
baptism and the first principles off the gospel for
the people were determined to hearbear simsomethingething
about polygamy

while tiponupon this subject Tr have a notion of
showing you what christianity will do thoughthou gli
perhaps you hearbear a great deal about it from itietha
elders who return from their various missionsmissionss
but I1 will still throw ilmyin my mile

thetho christians down in the lower world havehaw
a great deal to say about the MorAlormormonscormonsmons having
more than one wife in the mountains one very
pious long faced gentleman had considerable to
say tometo me on this subject said liehe

doedo the mormonscormonsMormons have more than one wife
I1 answered yes sirsar 92 he continued
whatwhat grounds have you for such a practical

do you find grounds for it in gods holy word
it is astonishing and many of your leading
men we have reason to believe arearc men of talent
and some of them indeed are men of taste and
your ladies are ladies of taste it is astonishing
that you believebelleve iain such an erroneous doctrine
such corruption 0 it is a stink utah will fall
in its own corruption 5

howliow ddo you think I1 should feel by this timatimo
voice I1 should feel as if I1 should want to wipe

my nose
we believe the united states government are

going to straighten you upun there in utah and to
makmakee you a codecodo of moimormoralsmoraisalsais to live by

I1 replied to such remarks by saying I1 acknow-
ledge we aareinare in the tops of thehe mountains andana
we are so peculiar that we do not allow the name
of god to be profaned we are far away from
civilization as known in thetiie world and we have
not the houses bofill fame nor licensed brothelsbrothelshelf
and not many court housesbouses

then I1 turned round and said I1 would like to
know whoabowho owns these colored children here thethenethese
half breeds these three fourths one eighths and
one sixteenths I1 see them here all grades and
shades of color and now I1 want to know who
are the fathers of all these mulatto children

I1 know men in the south who drive their own
sons and daughters at the plough and sell them at
public auctions fortor one half the children in that
countrylare of mixed blood

it iais profitable business therethera to raise Inaiseneiggersiggensaibenesere 1

for those mixed breeds will fetch from an hund-
red

bund-
red and fifty to two hundred and fifty dollars
more than a full blooded 1

it is frequently the case that a man is d riving
oneon of his daughters about as a slave while behe
hhasasananotherother in the parlor brummidrummingn music out of0
a piano

I1 have sometimes wanted the privilege that was
ggivenven todayto day by br brigham if I1 had had that
prprivilege when among the Ecscoffingoffing gentiles r
ahshouldoidold haxbaxhaee been very much inclined to fight
for I1 frequently felt quite a disposition to mashrial

inin some of their wicked mouths
seesea them selling andard bartering off their own

flesh andalid blood and then justifying themselves in
it you know fivefire or ten cents for a moments
carnal gratification occasionally is not so costly
as it is to board and clothe and honorably support
a woman all the time and they say citit isis no
harm to take a little if it is black sachsnell is the
corruption of that part of the world where I1 have
been I1

i

br brigham has told ondone of the truetru causes oaoll


