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A WRITER by the name of charleschariescharles H
brigham I1inn the new magazinemagazines old
and Znew for the month of may has a
jonglongong article on the mormon problem
he discusses the question at some
length and in a spirit that is not ran-
corous yet by no means favorable theth
elements of strength in the 11 mormon51ormon
position and the reasons why thethesessys-
tem should outlast what hebe seems to
think is its present crisis are

first the numbers of its adherents
second its prosperity
third the religious enthusiasm ol01

its followers
fourth its tragic history
fifth the general ignorance of the

people
sixth the feeling of fear entertained

towards the leadeisleaders
seventh the operativecooperativeco trade sys-

tem
eighth the method of managing

property I1

ninth its vigorous
from these an idea of the character of

his arguments can be formed how any
sane man can imagine that in an age
like the present and in circumstances
like those chieh surround the people
of utah a continental railroad running
through our land and constant inter-
course being carried on fear towards
the leaders should be an element of
strength in the mormon system is a
is problem thabthat we cannot solve nei-
ther can we understand howbow Igignorancenonence
can be viewed as an element of strength
or a means of peperpetuating rule when
so many active agencies are in opera-
tion to dissipate ignorance

the last paragraphs of his article are
fair sample of those which precede
them the system believed in by the
latter day saints is indeed a problem
to him and his writing has failed to
elucidate a single point of the system
in fact he leaves it more of a problem
to those who follow and accept his
views than it would have been to the
majority of them if they had never
seen his article his conclusions sum-
medbummedup amount to it is and it it
may be and it be

he saysbays
with this summary of the elements of

strength and weakness in the present posi-
tion of the mormon state to what conclu-
sion shall wowe come comparing these op-
posingg forces on which side will the
balance incline the decision is not easy
but on the whole there seemsbeems more reason
to predict the near downfall of the mormon
power than its gain or its long life it is
an absurdity and an anomaly in tbthisis ageag
and country it is denied by the spirit 0of
the age that the sect may exist inn its
integrity or in its fragments for a long
time to come is quite probable it may
take its place with the shakers and immen-
nonites

en
no and second adventists and other
eccentric bodies of religionists bu usanksauisauan
organized civil and ecclesiastical 1powercr
holding lands making laws and keelkeeping1 rig
consciences it is probably near its endwid
the contescontest which it wages with thetho nation
and with the civilization of the cantucenturyry isi
too unequal and not all the resources olitsants
material prosperity and its religiousreligous zeal
can be equal to such an issue Thetthe trailtrall of
the coletiscomet is large betitbut it is acometachmet after all
and not a stable planet the apparent com-
pletenesseness of union between church and
state in the mormon system will prove ttc
be its loss and destruction if it were only
a religious vagary it might have a bettebetter
chance of long litilifee upon the earth

it is not well nevertheless to prophesy
too confidently the growth and develop-
ment of the mormon community thus far
is a phenomenon of our apage which contra-
dicts all precedents there were wise men
who prophesied after the death of joseph
smith a quarter of a century ago that the
contemptible fanaticism hadhadl received its
finaifinal blow and would be heard ofnolonger
when thetho mormonscormons encamped in their far
offvalley it was predicted that they would
perish in the wilderness the seers have
found themselves more than once at fault
in telling of this people and it may be
that here in this free land ot light and
knowledge a commancommunityity shall maintain
itself that rerejectsacts our laws and our ideas
and beefskeeps a civilization of its own the
Camanutes livedlived for ages in the crimea and
the jews too in china though the laws and
customs of the men around them were allailal
alienallen and hostile

neathDEATH OF PRESIDENT boits
OBITUARY

behaveWE have to record the death of anotheran other
veteran in israel the patriarch presi-
dent john young at pm of the

april 1870 he peacefully passed
away surrounded by those he fondly
loved and who will always cherish fofor
him the dearest tenderness of affection

uncle john as he was famfamiliarly
called by the saints was beloved by all
who knew hinsbins eeile was faithful tot
every trust and unflinching in his in-
tegrity to the last he waswaa a sincere
and au earnest folfoifollowerloyerloTer of the saviosavior

evenwen from his early youth and through
a long career of usefulusefulnessnebsnees inthe min-
istry he demonstrated by hisbis works
what he early professed to believe he
hadbad for several weeks heenbeen lingering on
a sieksick bed which culminated in hihis
death at hisbia own residence in the
thirteenth ward he would have com-
menced hisbia eightieth year on the of
next month
he was of a robust vigorous tempera-

ment and though a full sharer in the
sternitem trials the saints encountered in
theirheire exodussodus from nauvoo and the early
settlementettlement of this valley he might yeyet
have lived many years but for a severe
accident which occurred to him in the
month of february 1864 while trav-
elelleginglug to weber valley he encountered
ia terrific storm whereby hishia wagon waswae
overturned causing him severe injuries
while at the same time a severe cold
settled upon his lungs from the expo-
sure to the terrible weather of that me-
morable day still he was indefatigable
in hisbis labors and never wearied in well
doing but died full of the hope of a
glorious reunion with the just whenwhew
death shall have an end

he was born at hopkintonhopkinsonHopkinton middle-
sex co mass may 1791 his
parents were john young and nabby
howeelowe and hohe was the oldest ot alsixbixix sons
one of whom Is our beloved president
brigham young the deceased was a
little more than ten years his sen-
ior in eailyearly ilfelife he labordlabored with
liishis father assisting him in farm-
ing in the year of his age
tiehe joined the methodistMetho list church
and was devotedly attached11 to that re-
ligion in the year 1813 he married
Theodtheodociaoclaocia kimball who bore to him
five daughters viz charlotte carolineCarolin6
louisa clarissa and candace in IS1825
tiebe received hiahla licence as a Memethodistmethodsthodiss
preacher and zealously labored with
thatchat nominationdenderi until hebe heard the
gospel as restored to this dispensation
which was brought to him by his own
brothers he was baptized by hisbis bro-
ther joseph young in hector tomp-
kins co new york in the fall of 1833
shortly after he was ordained an eld-
er and immediately proceeded to
kirtland ohio with hisbis family where
he located on the ath day of july
1834 he proceeded in company with
elder evanevanaivl greene and other eld-
ers on a mission through the states of
ohio pennsylvania and new york
preached the gospel baptized severalbeveralseveral
personss and raised up a small branch
inperanbundaydsy pike co new york in
1836 he returned to kirthirtland and assist-
ed in the rearing of the temple in 1841
he was ordained a high priest under
the hands of elders lyman wight and
john P greene and was afterwards
appointed president of the stake ata
kirtland he was president of the
first emigrating corncoincompanypany that followed
thetho piones to thi alley in 1847

on the th of F b uarynary 1849 he wwaswabas
set apart as president of the HIhigh
priests quorum moler the hhandhandsass oo00of
president H U kimball and eiderelderjohn taylor ai position he occu-
pied at the time of his death

on thotha ath of october 1853 behe was
called to the office of patriarch and was
sustained as such by the vote of the
general conference

thousands have since been comforted
and strengthened in their faith undeunder
his administration and while they
may drop the tear in mem-
ory

mem-
ryry of the departed still will they feelfee

thathat he has died a faithful soldier of ththe
cross and that he has gone to reareap ththe
imperishable reward that awaits hhim

the funeral services will be helheiheldheid in
the tabernacle at 12 in tomorrowto morrow
the insl where all who wish to
contribute their last token of respect
are invited to attend

wileTILE VENERABLE PATRIARCHjonjonnJOHN

firm onan the rock ofages firm
inim faith and hope andandana love

A vetran of the cross has gone
to join the hosts above

hell stand a noble witness there
for zions cause below

in gods high courtcount of justice where
appeals from earth must go

he battled for the championship
of truth and now hes gone

to take the prize awarded him
the prize behe nobly won

his days were field with usefulness
his lifehoe was fullfall ofyears

to him the messenger of death
brought no regret nor fears

peace to his asheashealal dust to dust
laIs mortal natures doom

the resurrection of the just
will soon unbolt his tombtomb

triumphant over sin and death
on golden streets hell tread

arrand in royal robes with crowns
ofhonor on his head

E Ear SNOW

THE BLASTING OF BLOSSOM ROCK

yesterdays telegraphic dispatches
brought the news of the blowing up on
saturday last ofor blossom rockbock in
san Franfranciscocheo harbor this rock has
prove dof much annoyance and danger
to shipping and the success which has
attended its removal must be very grat-

ifying to the people ofot that city and
especially to the engineer who invented

agthethe plan to remove it
blossom bockrock was six feet below the

surface of the water at low tide and the
awaterwater rolled over it in powerful swells
and great force its position was such

gasas to render the work of removing it
bothsooth dillidifficultcult and dangerous about
four months ago col van a
civil engineereug ineer devised a plan which he
thought would be successful it was a
difficult undertaking to perform one
that must be watched with the most in-
tense care for one false step or mishap
would prove ruinous and destructive
and involve the loss of many lives

the first work to be done according
to his plan wasto make a careful survey
of the rock ascertain where it dipped
in and where it projected so that in
the work of excavation afterwards to be
accomplished sufficient ofa space might
remain to resist the pressure of the
water this was carefully done and

efromfrom it plans were drawn of the rock
the next work was to construct a water
tight copper dam on the rock and
around that part of it through which
tiletiie shaft was to be sunkeunk this was
found to be most difficult As already
stated the water rolled there in great
force in large swells and being inter-
rupted by the rock naturally gave it
more force in passing over it than in
any other portion of the bay the cof-
fer dam was first put in its place and
then a scow was built around it into
which about two hundred and fifty tons
of stones were thrown the dam was
lined around with bags of sand to more
effectually keep out the water and
when this was complete an iron turret
was placed inside of it this turret was
im bedded or sunk in the rock a distance
of three feet and closelcloselyyandand thoroughly
cemented at its place done
the work of excavation or sinking the
shaft commenced A platform was
erected on the rock fifty six feet in
length and about twenty in width on
this an engine and a complete holshoishoistingtin
apparatus was placed at one end anandd Nat
the other a shanty was erected contain-
ing six sleeping apartments and a kitch-
en which was alsoused as anon eating room
by the workmen when the shaft hadbad
been sunk sufficiently to permit the
work of excavation to be extended to
either side the work was considered
fairly begun and from that time for-
ward it was pushed with all the despatch
possible when the shaft had reached
a certain depth a emailsmall cylinder was
placed inside the original turret extend
tingjinging down into the shaft which made
the hoisting of the ballast from below
moreoreone convenient

the plan for the removal of the rock
cann be best understood in this way the
object was to scoop out the center prodie
ingng a cavity inside measuring in the clear
from the highest point to the bottom
twenty nivefive leet and leaving a crust or
stratum of about six feet thick to resist the
pressure of the water while the work was
in progress this crust or stratum to be
blown up by powder when the remainder
of the work inside had been completed
to do this however was not only difficult
but perilous and involved the heaviest
responsibility it required the closest
attention and the exercise of more than
ordinary skill As the work progressed
and the excavation became larger thecrust
of rock left standing would naturally bab
come weaker and more likely to cave in
glnginin order to prevent this pillars oforrockrock
were left standing at short intervals from
each other until thetho limits of six feet were
everywhere reached then it became neces-
sary to move these pillars away before

athisthis was done uprights of heavy timbers
were set thickly around the cavity to sup-
ply their place and in this way all fear of

I1 theme roofing was obviated
the hightbight of the highest pillar was

twenty nine feet and the lowest murfour
feet the space excavated measured
about one hundred and forty by sixty
feet the rock was sandstone and
porous and the water dripped through
A steam pump was employed to keep
the shaft dry twenty three tons of
powder was used in the explosion
about half of this quantity was in
english ale barrels double coated with
a heavy pitch varnish inside and out-
side so as to make them water proof
the other half was placed in seven
boiler tanks which were of wrought
iron firmly bolted together As they
contained each more powder and their

jexexplosiveplosive force was much more powerful
than the barrels they were placed where

thethu distance from the top to the bottom
of the excavation was greategreatestBt the
barrels were placed close to the side of
the excavation near the junction of the
arch or roof with the floor A perforat-
ed piece of gas pipe two and a half feet
in length charged with fine gun powder
run into each barrel from the end and a
piece six feet long into the boilers
charged in the same way these differ-
ent tubes were connected with insulated
electric wires which passed from one
barrel to another while the end in each
tube consisted of a fulminating car-
tridge which when reached by the elec-
tric spark exploded and ignited the
powder in the tube this tube in
turn exploded and communicating
with the powder in the barrel boiler
caused them to explode also to make
the connections of the tubes with the
barrels perfectly watertightwater tight rubber
washers were placed between each con-
nection and the insulated electric wires
connecting the barrels were encased in
a gutta percha hose so asus to keepbeep it per-
fectly dry this wire was drawn up
through a tube in the shaft and was
placed on board a bark about one thuthou-
sand feet from the nockrock there it was
connected with an electric battery the
water acted as tanitampingping the coffer damtiam
having been removed to permit it to fill
up the excavation

fears were entertained by many peo-
ple respecting the effects of the explo-
sion of such an immimmenseense quantquantityity of
powder but thetho telegraphich report bayasaya
there was no perceptible ijarar only a deep
thud accompanied tthee blastblast A body
of water was thrown to the height of a
hundred feet

the aitaalia california from which we
have gathered the foregoing particulars
speaks of the achievement as a great
triumph of engineering skill and one
that reflects the highest honor on col-
oneloneI1 von t

A- NEW STION BE
EN uheTHE UNITED STATES AND

canabaCANADA
according to the report of col dennis

with respect to his surveying operations
in the northwest a serious mistake was
made by some former surveyor in defin-
ing the boundary line the observa-
tions of the colonel at pembina resuresumedted
in bibbia placing the line feet north of
the line laid down several years ago by
captain now general pope ot the
united states army A belt 24 feet
wide extending right across the conti-
nentnent embraces land enough to beworth
cookilookingng after but a more important
matter still is mentioned in the report
col dennis says that though he started
his line feet further north than capt
popes afterarter running ten miles west
the two lines crossed each otherothen from
this it is evident that either pope or
dennis or probably both made mis-
takes in either their observeobservationsation 13 or
calculations dennis says the line he
took was the forty ninth parallel and
popes line has been generally accepted
as the forty ninth parallel yet
in a distance of ten miles these lines
cross each other As a provincial
land Sarvesurveyoryon says in another col-
umn I1 the consequence of this would
be that in a distance of 1000 miles the
colonel would be into Ameamericanrican terri-tory about four miles or capt pope
would be into our territory about the
same number of miles either one
must be sadly astray in hisbis reckoning
this is a matter of too much impor-
tance to be neglected the first thing
to be done on our obtaining possession
of the country is to find the precise
position of thethe forty ninth parallel and
to mark it out across the continent at
once in order to avoid mistakes and
misunderstandings in future in settl-
ing this question the operationcooperationco of
the american government will bobe
necessary As our correspondent
suggests a commission composed of
thoroughly competent and reliable per-
sons will have to be appointed popes
parallel must be a veryer peculiar paraparal-
lel indeed if as col dennisennis states it
runs partially nortnorth and south as well
as east and west

A lady correspondent of the ameri-
can agriculturist writes that for five
years she has used water lime for scour-
ing knives forks tin and the like
she says 1I have a box with a parti-
tion and keep the lime in one part and
the clothsclaths in the other I1 wet a small
cloth a little and dip it in the lime and
after the articles are well washed and
wiped I1 rub them until the spots are
removed then I1 take a large dry
cloth dip it in the lime and rub the ar-
ticles until polished to suitsult me wipeoxoff the dust from the knives and forks
with a dry cloth and they are ready to
put away

I1


