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made part of the territorial govern-
ment. It would be contrary to the
tepets of the Church to make it eo.
True, the Latter-day Baints believe
that some day ‘‘the kinpdoms of this
world will become the Kingdom of
God’? and that “His Christ?’ will rule
“iwhose right it is to reign.”” But un-
til then they are commanded by divine
revelation to be ‘‘subject to the powers
that be,?? to obey the laws of the land,
and to recognized the laws given to
them by the Liord as simply *‘the laws
of the Church.?*?

But the Denver Newsproposes & prac-
tiral polution of the present difficulty
which, though #maginary, has all the
effect in many minds of an actual
obstacle, It is the adoption of a
Coupstitutional Amendment as fol:owe:

“No State shall pass any law respect-
ing an establishment of religion, or pro-
Mgfm'ng the free exercise thereof, or nse
its properiy or cfedit, or ahy money
raised by taxation, or authorize eilher to
be used for the puorpose of founding,
malntaining or aiding, by appropriation,
payment for services, expenses, or other-

- wise, any church,religious denom:nation,
or religious society. or any institution,
society or undertaking which is in whole
or in part under sectarian or eocclesiasti-
cal control.”

Of this jt does not claim to be the
author. [t I8 a measure that was
mooted rome time ago and was intro-
duced by Mr, SBpringer in the House

_and Mr, Platt in theBenate. A similar

amendment was once proposed by Presi-
dent Grant and introduced by Mr.
Blulne, It passed the House but was
blocked in the Benate. The idea
has been favored by both the great
national parties. he News argues
that it would vnot only ‘‘forever pre-
clude the injectlon of orga:ized
ecclesinatical iufluer ce in the govern.
mental aftairs of this frepublic’’ huat
also “‘set at rest the present agttation
over the American public rchool
system?’? and farther, it would effectual-
ly ‘‘diaspose of the Mormon bugbear.”?

We see no oljection whatever to
the adoption of this "Amendment ex-
cept that reluctance which is properly
felt at “tinkering the Constitution.?’
Phe First Amendment, in referénce to
the free cxercise of religion, only pro-
hibits Congress directly from inter-
ference. It. says nothing about the
power of the respective States in this
particulur, And whatever may be in-
ferred from it there can be no
doubt thuatits inhibitlon is, in terms,
against Congress alone. As (o this
every Btate: sheuld he a8 much
debarred as is the (Reneral (Govern-
ment. Rellgion shculd he free from
State control while it keeps with ite
proper sphere, and the public funde
ought not to be devoted to rellgion
uges.

To this propoesition the “Mormons??
would subseribe as heartily and sin-
cerely as any religious body in the re.
public, for it s in accord with their
true sentiments. And whether it be-
ccmes incorporated in the supreme law
of the land or not, they would be will.
ing to maintain it and make it bind.
ing in letter gpd apirit, if permitt-
ed to enjoy therlghta and liberties of
a sovercign State. The only remafn.
Ing objection to Utah’s freedrm is
richtly nemed by the Denver News, a
Sbugbear,?
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COURTS SHOULD MAINTAIN THEIR
DIGNITY.

THE enccunter between two mem-
bers of the Belt Lake bar on 8Baturday
evening, suggeels some remarks on the
license nllowed to attorreys in court,
It wus wrong, of course, to resent by
wiolence the insult received by the
gentleman who iost his “temper, but
there are many respeciable people who
do not hesjtate to say that he was
justified under the ¢gircumstances. The
attorney who was: the author of the
wanton insult certainly deserved the
blow he received and the fine ipflicted
for contempt ol court. And it was
proper that both the belligerentsshould
be censured. But in our opinion. the
court cught to have interfered in time
ard in a more peremptory manner to
prevent the scene that disturbed ite
serenity.

It is shameful that lawyers are al.
lowed to abuse each other as they
often do in the prerence of judges anu
the public. The rage they .display,
the language they use,lhe exaggera-
tions and misrepresentations io which
they indulge to gain a point, are posi-
tively diegraceful, and on the street or
in a barroom would pruvoke ho:tilities
and lead to bloodshed, Why, then,
ghould they be permitted in the pres-
ence of “the mnjesty of the law???

Not only do attorfieys berate each
otherin this Jnsultlng way, but they
often abuse witnesses, who are sub-
jected to the pange of public legul
vivisection. Questiogs are propounded
sometimes with a flendish desire to
perplex, anroy'and enrage a witness,
and the court blandly and calmly look#
no withont a word of rebuke for the
legal ruffian who takes advantage of
its protection,

S0 with a defendant. Not content
with colorlog and construing the evi-
dence against him wumntil it Is far
stronger and blacker than facts would
justify, the attorney seeking his con-
vistion will proceed to hurl at, him
epithets of the vilest kind, dive into
the domain of motive and intent and
gonsecience, and abuse the unfortunate
vietlm with a ferocity and malignancy
that are truly diabolical. The poor
culprit has to take it all in silence and
has not a chance to- defend himself
against these pskaults, which are ofien
as cowardly and savage as the Ltortures
jinflicted by an Ingian upou o bounu
and helpless prisoner placed entirely at
his mercy.

We hold that courts ought to pre-
serve their own dignity by drawlng a
line over which abusive attorneyashall
oot pass without punishment. Wil
ntasep, defendants. and opporing at-
torneys should be protected from insult
and nbuse. There is too much license
in American €ourts. Conduct that
would be rebuked.and suppreseed even
in a police court in sume clvilized
countries, 18 allowed to go unchecked
in many of the District and Superior
courts of the United Btates. Thias bringe
a gtigma upon them which lessens the
respect that should be entertained for
them by the publie.

Our idea of the dignity of such
courts 18 that it ought to be maintaiced,
if neceseary, by siringent rules as to
the cocduct of memhbers of the bar,
and that when contempt fer the court
ie shown by aspaulis euch as we have
described, it ought to be promptly oon-

demxed and the practice be stamped
out, 1f there s one place more than
anott er from which paesion, viclence
apnd invective should be banished it s
a court of justice, whbere courtesy and
[dignily should prevail, and fair, if
strong, argument should be the wea-
pons of legal antagonista.

The scene of Baturday evening was
an ohject lesson that we hope will not
be without good eflects upon courts
and attorneya and all who are agsoel-
ated with judicial affulra,

DEATH OF THOMAS BNTLER.

Elder Thomas Butler, of Richfield,
Sevier county, died at the residence of
Brother William Neil, on Cepter
street, this clty, at ten minutes pdst 9
o’clock this morning, after a severe and
protracted iliness, His demise was
directly fue to blood poisoning super-
induced by malarial lever.

Elder Butler returned from an
elghteen months’ mission to Vir-
ginia on the first Monday - of the
present month on account of gick-
pess contracted while in the wmis-
sionary fieid., The greater portign of
the upper part of his body was covered
with carbuncles and fever gores and
for some reason ‘they would not hea}
although given the best of attention.
At times his suffering was intende,
buti{heterrible: filliction wae borne with
a fortitnde characteristic of the man,
A few days ng hlood poisoning set in,
and, as stated, with fatal results, A
brother and eister who were in this
city attending conference at the time
Elder Butler returned home remain-
ed constantly at his bedside unti] the
lant.

The deceased was born at North
Pigeon, Iowa, inl1862. His parents
J. L. and Carolice F. Butler, came t[;
Utuh the vear following and settied in
Spanish Fork, where his father was
=oon afterwardse made Blshop,and who
dled at that place in 1869,

Elder Butler was well and w]jel
krown throughout southeru Utah, He
aiso fllled three missions to the South-
ern States and labored with great zeal
and fxithfulness on each oceasion. He
was forty yearaof age and unmarrjed,
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BAORAMENTO, Cal, April 20.-—A

plight earthg{uake was felt here this
morning. o damage.. :

JACKSUNVILLE, Fla., April 19—
Four negroes were hanged at Inver.
ness last nilght for the murder of
Stephenson and Paypoe. A mob sur.
rounded the jrll, overpowered the
sherif and hanged the men to trees.
near by, They confessed and impli-
cated two ¢thers who will no doubt bhe
soon captured. The same fate awalts

them.
W ASHINGTON, April19,—[o reply to
the complaint o!’Commlasioner Raum,

that great work is imposed upon the
pension office by congressionnl cor-
respondknce and congressional eall
slip s, Secretary Noble orders that the
claimant and his attorneys shnll be ad-
-vised of the stztus of their claims
direet, and that claimants on congres-
stonal eall slips shall reeeive the same
treatm+ nt.




