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ler toIs onlyonay known to a few by atme
and many of them ask if Aimer loa tois a
cityaty in london or paris or moscow
A den t of public instruction
of oneane of the large states of asia millor
while onan a visit to a VU S
looked for D C in
africa

in order to more fullyfully understand the
turk of today it willwild be necessary to
ask the reader to consider the history
of heathen nations as recorded in the
OMold testament and also the acts ofd tinethe
children of israel both in tames of obe-
dience and disobedience to the lord
then we have a counterpart otof just
what him happened today I1 do not
wish to be understood to hold that thefhe
acts at the children of israel when fol-
lowing strictly the word of god is a
comparison yet it waa the law of an
eye for an eye andd a tooth for a totoothalth
sadamid without the shedding of blood
there was rwno forgiveness no mercy
now ttft should not be forgotten that
from the remotest ages there has been
a disposition on the part ofaf wicked
menmem to imitate and counterfeit thetrue priesthood and power of god bindanid
his laws toin order to satisfysartis fy their sub
beats that they were chosen of god
forflor insIinstancetance read the history of jero-
boam the sonaon of cebalt of howbow he at
oace sought to imitate the ceremonies
altaft jerusalem and to institute an
order of things that should harmonize
with the law of the lord and the wish
of the people concerning other gods all
at the same time that he might perad-
venture establish his throne this was
wisdom according to the worldly reck-
oning butbut with the lorddord it was not
acceptable still we have manymamy ex-
amples where kings in and out of
christendom have done exactly the
same thing and they have succeeded
apparently for a time and they have
thus perpetuated many old customs
and traditions which had come down
to us with all the force of time as
though they in reality were the very
commands of deity

when mohammed felt himself in-
spired to found a new faith he found
himself in the midst of great confusion
the arabs were a very idola-
trous conglomeration of tribes they
had partakenpartakerpar taken of the false notions ram-
pant amongamlong the nations of arabia and
syria about that time renegade
christian priests who failed to har-
monize with the different councils held
here and there by the eastern and
western churches or who were exiled
for heresy or perchance others who
felt called upon to do something spe-
cial for christs sake or to expiate
some sin which they had committed
all found a field for operation in an-
cient syria arabia and persia this
brought about a fearful condition of
things the old time honored customs
of the arabs were in danger of being

by something far worse
and more uncertain in its nature than
that which they already had there
seemed no end to christian contentions
and pretensions in the midst of all
this the lord called a halt of that
there is no doubt mohammed felt the
influence of some great power he saw
a new light by which a new order
might be introduced which would sat-
isfy the arabs and put a stop tot0 all
didivisionviston upon reftreligiouslous questions he
had visions and felt that this law was
the last given by god which it proba-
bly also was at that time he for-
bade idolatry which the reformation
then going on required he also fol-
lowed the law of an eye for an eye and
a tooth for a tooth the jewish con-
ception of government which appealed
to the natural man then he showed
how rwno man should be compelled to
accept their religionrellsion but that all people

who pretended any belief whatsoever
should have a constitutional founda-
tion viz they should have some book
or record as a guide so as to prevent
religious frauds and riots no one
would be allowed to depart from their
established creeds be it what it may
without an orderly following which
could show that their intention was on-
ly to worship and not to rebel or create
confusion and then he held to old
shrines for pilgrimages thus making
mecca an ancient arabian shrine and
the baaba the kubla or center of wor-
shipa

history tells howbow surprisingly soon
this new and easy faith came into
power and becamebecame a preserver of
faiths or denominations in the place
of a destroyer of them true it en-
tered in upon the domain of freedom
of worship as we understand it but it
also gave privileges to those who
seemed entitled to recognition to such
an extent that europe has never en-
joyed such liberties and in my con-
versation with consuls and men of axex-
perienceperiperlenceence here they have admitted that
even america affords no such com-
plete freedom to worship as can be
found here in turkey

it tois not the intent of this article to
show how unlimited this frefreedomedom of
worship is but suffice it to say that the
turks make no laws especially to in-
criminate one class of people or to re-
gulate the consciences or practices of
any community but they have often af-
firmed to me that we axeare satisfied
with our own and we wish others to
be the same and their worship and
their practices are absolutely nothing
totio us so long as they obey the laws
of the toucountry laid down for the gen-
eal regulation of life and pay their
taxes and to this they have strictly
adhered when they have
with the greek and armenian churches
in the appointment of officers it is be-
cause of the internal contentions and
blood sheds of these people which have
compelled the government to stostopP
factional feuds on the same principle
the churches the holy sepulchre in
jerusalem and the churches of the
nativity in bethlehem are under
police control but the police never

with any rite or ceremonyemoni
be it ever so ridiculous or ever so
much contrary to the belief in god

I1 said that islam is a preserver of
faiths and so it is many of the exist-
ing denominations owe their very ex
tenceta to mohammedanism it even
strengthened the old mother churches
it presented a solid front and forbade
renegadesrene gades and cranky priests from en-
tering its territory hence they stayed
ttat home and submitted thus giving
power to the old roman and greek
churches it compelled all other fac-
tions to organize into large respect-
able bodies which could be recognized
by the government thus we have the
jews who have lived in perfect peace
all these hundredshundred of years because
they had given up all hope of a na-
tional existence we have yet a rem-
nant of the old samaritan peopeopleale
we have the armeniansArmen ians the syrians
the Maso the greeks and the
besids and still a few others who are
a mixture of everything but who have
acknowledged the prophet mohammed
in some form they are therefore
called edans and enjoy pri-
vileges as such all these have dwind-
led in numbers except the jewsjew0 ththeey
have all more or less rebelled and
yielded over to the rulers from time to
time until they are often but few in
about the samaritanssamaritanaSamaritans being only
about fifty in number but be they
few or many they are never urged to
join islam except in a friendly way un

lewless rnin the heat of battle when tanfan
runs high it is always a came

for pardon to cry out there is no god
except god and mohammed is hla1110

prophet this system is a wonderful
preventive from expressed scepticism
men must belong to some recognized
society any acknowledged organize
uontion thus recreceiveselves power and control
over its adherents hence the better
the organization and rules of the
church the more successful they may
be in their operations as the govern-
ment only requires its taxes as per
agreement or enactment

I1 think this sufficient to give a fair
understanding of the internal arrange-
ment of religious bodies within the em-
pire of he OsOsmanmantlesties and I1 also
think fiat it does not differ materially
to those which existed two thousand
years ago we do not read of the jews
ImP any conditions of peace
upon those nations whom they
conquered looking to the
acceptance of the law of moses neither

the jews as a rule when con-
quered compelled to worship other
gods eachbach seemed to have their own
god and it appears that they did not
usually wish to insult their god by
forcing unbelievers to worship outward-
ly while in their hearts they despiseddespise
them instances maymar be cited such an
the great golden image of king
chad nezzar but it seldom worked ittois onttont to all good policy and caa
only be done when the people Wftripe for a change

As islam has been a preserver ovc 1

religions it has adso been a preserver I s-
old customs and traditions adoadopted vat its commencement many old pra
tices in vogue in the days of ababrahahAbra haa rare still as realistic as then one of chistrong points for mohammedanism hafk a

its universal war upon all books
57kept the people in ignorance of every-

thing except what was adopted by the
imamsiiams I1 call it strong because the na-
ture of the religion was notnort to be pro-
gressivegres sive but to be a defender of existing conditions to be a defender against
introducing religions for inferior to
islam wherefore it could admit of no
modifications or changes which would
destroy at once its whole system the
eatrue of the cause and its lirseem to have been and is today the
acknowledgment of god as the creator
of all things and the giver of all good
and as such the edans of
whateverver nation he may be he can be
heard he can be heard all times of the
day thanking god for life torfor
bread for water and for his care gen-
erally extended to the faithful in these
days of trouble I1 have heard them say
we have no frledafrieds on earth we havehav
only one friend above and pointing up
wards to god

but in their preservation of so
ancient they have also brought alentalon 2

with them the viciousness and tyrant
of ancient warfare when they there
torefore go to war there Is great danger 11

of their using excesses as they are aolaal
awake to the nobler feeling spoken otfa
in the first part of the article if thoythey
see a beautiful maiden among the COWcon i

it laIs no crime to take heher am
I1

make her a wife for so they TOWS
learned from their fathers and wheeei
they warar they smite all old and YOUW
innocent or guilty almost without dwafi
ference as all are supposed to be fatt
enemies hence dangerous now cheik
these difficulties arise within the ddo
main of the turks viz chena
rebels there tois considerable tolerance
ashownhown ffor0 r a whwhileI1I1e untilI1I1 the pepeopleop le oior 1

11

some of them take license thereby 1

conncommittingnitting excesses so that when htCremedy is applied it is as a rule out
of all proportions to the disease tote
they call civilizing and just such
condition arose here over the Armenarmenianlaa
question NOW this artee lain w detent


