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<countered a number of squalls, ac-
companied by heavy rains before we
reached the named island at 1I:30a. m.
The steamer came to a stop off a village
situated near the northeast corner of the
island. A trader canie out in a little
‘boat, manned by five bright native boys,
to communicate with the ship. From
him [ learned that there are about 1,500
inhabitants on Huahlne, which really
consists of two islands, namely, Hua-
hine, Nui iBig Huahine and Huahine
Ite (Little Huabipe). Likethe neighbor-
ing islands Huahine is mountainous and
of volcanic formation. The highest
oint of the island is 1497 feet high.
¢ loftiest mountain top on Raiatea is
3,389, on Tahaa 1936 and on Borabora
2,339 leet above tue level ol the sea.
From our position off the coral reef sur-
rounding the is and, Huahine looks real
beautiful, though we noticed the cocoa-
nut palms were badly blighted, I was
told thatthis blight had been brought
over from Tahite, where nearly all the
cocoa-nat trees died under that disease
years ago, and it is only of later years
that a new growth have matured there
The Huahine people fear that they will
have to pass through a similar experi-
ence with their cocoa-nut trees.

After laying by about half an hour,
we continued the voyage passing
aronnd the noith end of the island. In-
side the coral reef at this point i3 a
lagoon abounding with poisonous fish,
It is a sort of flat fish with stingers in
the back; and a little native boy who
accidently stepped on one a short ume
ago, died from the effects of the poison
thus imiroduced into his blood. Near
the extreme north end of the is'and is a
very Steep sugar loat shaped mountain
which js especially noted as the battle
ground between the French and natives
The French landed their marines from
their war ships, and the soldiers pur-
sued the natives up the mountain slope,
but the latter, who had previously pre-
pared themselves lor such an event,
rolled heavy rocks down upon the
French who were finally driven back to
theirs ships, after loosing several ol ther
pumber. ln tontinuing our voyage we
passed outside of the bav or harbor
where Captain Cook anchored at differ-
ent times during his visits to the island
between the years 176 and 1777 Elder
Noah Rogers, one ot tie ploneer Latter-
day Saint missionaries to the Suciety
islands, visited Huahine in the latter
part of 1844; but he was rejected by the
peuvple; be also visited Raiatea, Tahoa
and Borabora, but with the same result.
Moorea was in sight; we passed itin
ciose proximity in the evening on our
right; and at Io:;30 p. m., we anchored
in the harbor of Papeete, Tahite, after
haviny sailed about 2,400 miles (the way
we came) since we left Auckland. As
no doctor could be induced to come out
to the ship so late in the night, though
the whistle was blown repeatediy for toe
purpose, all bands remained on board
till morning. .

Monday, February 3rd, (Tuesday 4th
by New Zealand time) the Richmond
obtained her landing pernission early in
the morning, and at 7 a. m., | put my
feet upon the soil of Tahiti for the frst
titne in my life. After some searching
I tound Eider Frank Cutler, president
ol the Society isiands mission, who was
waiting for my arrival,but had not heard
the whistle of the steamer the night be-
fore, and consequently knew not ot her
presence id the harbor till I made him

aware of that fact by suddenly ushering
mysell into his presence. Elder Cutler
lives all alone in a small reoted cottage
in the city of Papeete, boards himself
and sleeps on the floor. He kindly in-
vited me to share his humble home with
him, if I could put up with his fare.
The offer was accepted; and now for the
bistory of the Society islands mission.
ANDREW JENSON-
Pareerr, Tahiti, Society Islands,
February, 14th, 1856.

HAWAIIAN MISSION CONFERENCE

Late, Hawaiian Islands,
April 15th, 1896.

Many of the Hawaiian Saints and aHl
those ol Zion’s missionary band, labor-
ing on these far off sunny isles for the
advancement of truth, have indeed wit-
nessed and again experienced another
time of great rejoicing, tor there is
doubtless no record on the pages of
Church history in this land, of a more
excellent, lively and enjoyable confer-
ence than the one of four days duration,
concluded bere at Laie, mission head-
quariers, on Monday night April 6th,
1866, under the superiptendency of El-
der Samuel E Wooley.

The weather w as beautiful throughout;
the invigorating breezes from oft the
placid Pacilic were incessant and all
nature seémed to smile as it were, with
expressions of joy and shout with us
‘"Hosanna to God and the Lamb."?

The various branches of this and the
adjacent islands were, considering the
financial condition ot the people and the
distance they were réquired to travel,

{airly well represented, 1the meetings

were filled with attentive listeners, the
average attendance being 300, and a
spirit of love for the work ot God and
a hunger lor righteousness prevailed;
and in tnrn ail present teasted, not only
on the real “bread of life,*’ but on the
fattings of the herd also, together with
that ancient article known as ‘‘pol,’?
which generally causes the new comer
from Zion 1o think within him or her-
sell it no public declaration is made,
that ‘‘there is no place like home, sweet
home.’* The hospitalities of Lale's
residents were generously extended.

The first day, Friday 3ro, was devoted
to the Mutual Improvement Associations
and Sunday schoois, the former, pre-
sided over by Elder Thomas Brimley,
occupying the morning services and the
latter, under the presidency of Elder
Edwin C. Dibble, the aftern¢on and
evening. The exercises consisted of
Gospel Jectures, appropriate questions
and decisive answers. instrucuive dia-
logues, recitations, essays, elc, inter-
spersed with songs, reports of pranch
representatives, thirteen in numter,
and remarks of explanation and encour-
agement by the Elders, all rendered in
a crecible manner; the schools and as-
sociations of Laie, Honolulu and Kal
wanui of OGahu, and a mixed class, com-
prising members of a number of the
different organizations of the island of
Kanai taking part.

The forenoon of April 4Th,' was ofcu-
pied by the conference of the Relief
Society, Sister Alice Wooley presiding
After the usual opening exercises and
the reading of the satistical, financial
and labor reports, the branch represen-
tatives, sixteen in nxmber, briefly re-
ported the condition of the societies
from whence they came, the general ex-
pressions of whom render it possible to

state that woman is doing 2 good work
in this as well as in all other countries—
the most active and enthusiastic societies
however, being those whose geographi-
cal locality will permit of Irequent yisits
to them by the missionary Sisters and
Elders trom Zion.

Sister Wooley, assisted by native Sis-
ter Ruth Kaunhini as interpreter, made
afew encouraging remarks and pave
sonie valuable instructions to the Sisters:
exhorted them to be faith{ul and di]igeni
in the good work ot the Reliet society
and advised them to live llves of py rity,
set good examples and bring their chil-
dren up in the ways of the Lord

The congregation was then edified for
some lime with encouraging remarks by
some of the missionary and native sig-
ters interspersed with a few vocal ren-
ditions and biographical sketches gn the
hives of some of the members of the Re-
lief society whose noble deeds haye
caused them prominence in the Church.

A little before 2 o’clock In the after-
noon of the same day, about 125 children
of the Primary association gathered, as
has been customary for some time past,
at Lanihuli, the mission home and zfier
being presented with badge and flag
formed in line and marched in mililar;r
order under the management of Captain
Pono, to the church building where ser-
vices of the above mentioned associa-
tions, under the presideucy of Sister
Ella Birdno commenced, alter the ysual
preliminaries, by the calling of the roll
of both Laie and Honolulu asseciations,
each member present responding
pronptly with an appropriate Bible
verse Or sentiment.

A nicely prepared program, Compris-
ing exercises similar to those of the
Sunday school and Mulual Improve-
ment Association, but principally in the
English language. was tastefully and
thoroughly enjoyed by all in attendance.
The general-and island authorities of the
different organizations were presented
in the respective meetings and upani-
mously sustained, those for the ]atter
being as follows:

For the Relief societies—Aljce
Wooley, president; Alice  Harmon,
Phoebe Scholes, Laura L. Fisher, Ella
Birdno, Kekuewa Nakuaau and Kahuhu
as counselors, and Makanoe and Kapo
as aids, Tekuewa Nakuaatu as secretary
with Ruth Kauhini as'assistant, and
Samuel E. Wooley as treasurer. k

For the Sunday schools—Edwin C.
Dibble, president, M. M. Harmon and
John R. Jolley counselors, George H.
Fisher secretary, and Samuel E. Wooley,
Treasurer,

For the Mutual Improvement Associ-
ations—Thomas Brimley, President,
William H. Mendenhall and William H.
Thompson, counselors, George H.
Fisher, secretarv, and Samuel E.
Wooley, treasurer.

Some of the Elders and Sisters from
Zion hold offices in the diflerent organi-
zations here at Laie but to avoid the oc-
cupying of too much valuable newspaper
space, | will refrain from entering into
branch details.

The general Church meetings of con-’
ference, occupying Sunday and Monday
the 5th and 6th evenings included, were
devoted principally to excellent adyice
and interesting encouraging remarks on
instructive and important subjects by the
Elders from Zion, during which time, in
connection to the reading of statistical
financial and labnor reports by the clerk,

upwards of twenty native Eiders, repre-



