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t h liE trouble be
w Z Iwecn the Greeks

11 land Turks myp If tf lend In rho dis-

I T y t I membermenl of

the lurklsh em-

piret A The loss ol

tt Crete it has again
and again been prophesied would be

if the beginning of the end Crete Iis the
key to the Uardcnclles and the
Hosrhorus Fortifications here could

easily command the entrance lo the

Black sea and If the Greeks hold Crete
itlIs a question whither they will not

i holdI It for ihc WHins This is what

j the English feared when they prevented
Greece from taking the island in 1869

This was shortly alter the marrIage ol
King George to a Russian princess and
the English wire alrald that Im wife

would turn his feelings toward Russia

This danger exists today Queen Olga

Is a Russian of the Russians She b
i

you know Ihe cousin ol the present
cur Site was the niece ol Alexander
II and her daughter not long since

startled a Russian prince spent some

time in Athens just before the Princess

Alexandra was married and during my

stay had a chance to learn much about
the royal family I had an interview

with the king through our minister to
Athens and met many friends of Queen

Olga She has practically lUsslamzed
the ktnc I am told He has not adopt

it ed the Russian religion but by law his

sons have to belong to the Greek
church which Is you know Ihe church

ol Russia I was in Greece on Ihe
i kings bit thisr This is a national

holiday and at such times the king and
t i queen appear at church together They-

sit upon chairs of gold cushioned In

red velvet while all the test ol the

people In the church must stand up
i Queen Olga Iis very line looking She is

a blonde with bionu hair regular
features and a beautiful nick and

shoulders She is tall and stately and

Ih is every inch a queen The Greeks are
very lproud other They admire her
w hen she appears at her receptions in

gorgeous dresses wearing many pearls
l and diamonds They love her also be

cause she does not put on airs often go-

Ing about the city of Athens without
even a maid with her The Greeks are
democrats rather than royalists and
they like the queens democratic ways
They admire tier also on account of her
character She is a woman ol culture

lallguage
r speaking nearlyI every European

As soon as the became
queen she took up the study of Greek
and she Is flow the patron of a number
of schools for girls which she has found-
ed It was In an industrial school that

t the wedding dress ol the Princess
Alexandra was made and the work was-

done by young Greek girls
A CHAT WITH Tilt KINO OF GREECE

found that the king was very popu
lar among the people My audience
with him was arranged by our minister

Ii to Greece Ills imiesly received me In

I
bis palace and from the democratic way
in which he treated me I could l see why
he is so much liked by the Greeks He-

shookimyr I

a
hand as was presented withi

good dell more cordiality thanI have
ever gotten from a resident ul the
United States He looked however
much more dignified l than any President
ever did tie was dressed lit a uniform

of
not

our army generals uniformoast was

buttoned up to the neck and there was a
a little gold braid on his collar He IIs I

believe about five feet ten inches tall
but he stood so straight that he seemed l

fj tome to be over MX lie iis a ery
handsome man Ills lace Is blonde his
hair is ol a light color and a blonde mm
tactic shows out oer a strong well cut
mouth I surprised when neglect
ail me m the best o English IIle spoke
it as well as I did and our conversation-
was carried on in that language lie
nsLjd me a number ol questions about
thbja in America and grew enthusiastic

e as he lathed ol the all lure 61 Greece
He told me thzt the Greeks were a cry
patriotic people and slid that they hadl
alt the tracery and force of the Greeks
of the past lie referred to the railroad
development which was going on in the
country and said that Athens would be
a much greater city than It had ever
been in the past Throughout the
whole interview I could see that he was
very proud of the Greeks lie has a
right to be BO fat iUslalgel due to him
that Greece is in such a good condition
today

TilE GRIMES OF 1897
t Very little Is known about the mol rn

Greeks They are the Ytnkees at the
tar east They are shrewd speculators-
and are the money makers of the
Mediterranean The biggest business

I houses ot Egplare owned by Greeks
I found Greeks selling goods in Jerusa
lent and they have large establishments
in Smvrna and Constantinople They
are so much brighter than the Turlt that a common saying aIDong the tau
h From the GICCKS of Athens from
the Jews ol Salonika and from the
Armenians everywhere good Lord de
loser us It tu said in the far east that
one Greek IIs equal lout least two Jews
nnd the Jews have long since given up-
coming in Athens as they eau make no
money there Too Greeks pride them

I Theythatsped tliu king but they dont
hois any belter than themselves and
they say that they bJicve so much in-
equality among Greeks that they prefer
lu have a loreiKner rule over them 1 he
kings rule however is onlY a limited
mv Every Greek thinks himself a

statesman and to hear them talk you
would imagine they were running nil
liurope 7 hoer country It vou know
only about as large us net Virginia or
about Stall the eon offllhe state of hew
York nod its population Is tint more
than 1000000 though Slet ore about
ns many more Greeks scultered through-
out the other countries of the Mcditcr
Uncoil

A NATION OP POLITICIANS

There Is more political discussion in
Athens than there li In Washington
While this trouble with Crete goes on
business wilt probably he given up lor
the time and the people will do little
else than talk about the situation The
chief places for such gossip are the cates
ol which there are hundreds in Athens
Here every afternoon and evening
thousands ol people collie together
drink coffee and talk Lohtin The
newsboys bring round the political
tapers of which there are hall n dozen-
in Athens and each man has his paper
and his ghee These papers ore tinny
edln the same characters which you
lied in the Greek elastics and the mod l

ern much the same as
Ihe odLreckfUaioun Iball could get
along with little phrase book and
eOllld even red some of the lobes in
the Greek comic pipers

POLITICAL DOOMS IN GREECE

The Greeks ol today are as great
stump speakers as tutir forefathers were
There much shrewd electioneering
lone and the wives of the Grecian
candidates help their husbands quite as
much as our American wives do theirs
Some ol the women even electioneer
lor their husbands and I was told ol one
Greek woman who seeing that her hus
band wouldprobibly be detested went
to some of time villages in the district
and said tint everyone who voted the
right way would have a tree railroad
ticket to Athens and a ticket to the
theater The Greeks are crazy for
amusements and this bid gave her hu
bind a seat in the parliament t Every-
man In Greece has the right to vote
The members of paillamciit tare elected
much like our congressmen Their
terms are fur four years and they re-

ceive saltines ol about lour hundred
dollars a session They hove more
power than our members ol congress
and it is they in reality who govern
Greece It is they who will decide as
to wars with Turkej unit It ll from them
tint the appropriations must come Tilt
king has the veto but he would
outdate to exercise it gainst a large
majority He Is just as anxious W be
popular with his people as the president

I 13 aaxloul to be popular here and he Is

pretty sure to do m the people want

l01V THE GREeKS VOTE

A political campaign Greece Is very
much like a political campaign in Amer-
ica The Greeks are fond of good
speakers and the m in who can make a
good stump speech stands n chance of
an election t here is much buncombe-
of course but the modern Greeks are
intelligent and the poorest of them con-

sider themselves on an equality Ilh-

Ihe richest The waiters at the calc
and the drivers on the street cars will
talk politics with you and the politician
has to do the same handshaking in-

Greecu that ho does in the United States
All of the elections are held upon Sun-

day and curiously enough the polls arc
in the churches In Athens ou have to-

go to the cathedral do your voting
The voters are all registered and the
elections are watched much more care-
fully in Greece than they are here
Every candidate watches his own box
for there is a ballot box lor each candi-
date He does not do it In person but
Ins a judge appointed in each district
take his place The ballot boxes are
arranged in a row along one side ol the
church They are so fixed that only one
man can pass through at one time Each
box is about a foot quare In its top
there is a pipe the hole in which IIs just
large enough lo admit the arm of a man
Tin pipe runs down through the middle
of the box until It meets a partition
which divides the box In hill One side
of the box U for alhrmallve ballots and
the other for negative The ballots are
buckshot and the voter having put his
hand down Into the pl drops his ballot
for or aga list the candidate as he pleases
without the possibility of anyone know-
Ing how he voted Bach voter is given
only as many buckshot as there are
candidates and each judge can see that
lie has but one ballot in bis hand before
he puts it In the box There are lew
election frauds In Greece It is almost
impossible to stuff a ballot DOT and in
case the bullets in the boxes eo not cor-
respond with the registration at the
entrances the whole vote is thrown out

LNyoRPRISING ATHENIANS

When I started for Greece I expected
to find there a nation gone to seed I
changed my mind when I reached
Athens The Athens ol today IIs a
modern citv It his wide streets paved
with cobbl stomVaml its houses are
much like the three and buriliry II iu
of sonic parts at InU Its people
dress as we doI there pre carriages
with hvene1 coachmen aod IhtreisVi-
rueli style in Athens as m any part of
L Trope Ihu better classes ul the
modern Greeks have as good lhomes as
people ol the same class in the United
M tcs They are cell dressed and well
uau aced the most ol them speak
mall tr dozen different languages though
French in the society language of the
Greek car llnl I had cab drivers who
could speak English French ami Creek-
annl ut one of the theaters during m
say they were playing an Italian plav
fiue is an Allans University welch
hat n arly 3000 Mu cuts and which his
ninetyeight professors 11re the young
Greek gets a thorough classical eduea
dun and 1m can It he wlsne add to U

a Enamel in law medicine theology or
philosophy There ore in Idition to
this thirty three other colleges in-
Ctreececontainmg pearly 4oaotudcrits
The kingdom has a system of common
schools at which attendance iis con pul
outy Thc re are also I number of pal
vate schools mid in Athens I found
Hue polvleehnlc institute and an
academy cf science several toad-
libraria and a large national rnuseom
There was alsoagirla college which

contained 800 students and there are
girls schools In many parts of Greece
LAND OF RAILROAD AND TBLBnlONU

rode from Athens down to the sea-
coast on a steam tramway and I took
excursions out Into thecon try on street-
cars It scan d strange to me In com-
Ing to Athens by carriage from the sea
passing over the road upon which Solon
and Aesop perhaps walkedto bo turned
out of tthe way by a steam stone crusher
which was micadamUinf the toad
telephoned a number ol times during-
my slay In Athens and at incht antI

walked aVout under the electric lights I
wondered how Diogenes vvouhl look If
with his lantern he should again here
sock for an honest man The Greeks
have as rood a postal service as you will
find anywhere There arc many book-
stores and the displays bl goods In the
store iwindows are quite as line as those
of any American city of the same size

DONT LIEU FARMING-

As for the business of the people the
pure Greek docs not take to agriculture
There are ewers farmers among the
Greck nation than among any other
life most of the people are in mercan-
tile business In the professions or in
shipplrg They are natural sailors and
Greece probably has more ships in pro-

portion to her s zettun any other nation
In the world They have quite a good
little wavy some of the vessels being
armed with Krupp guns They have
seventeen torpedo boats each over
eighty six feet in length a dozen gun
beats three first chss cruisers and
other vessels enough to make them qjlte
a formidable enemy for Turkey In
addition to these Greece has about
three thousand sailing vessels and six
thousand coasting vessels which trade
with all parts of the Mediterranean
Trines George the second son of the
king has shown remarkable skill as a
sailor He has brightened his men a
number of limes by his daring ways ol
moving naval vessels about Not long
ago he was in command of a gunboat
which was coming into the inaeus As
the boat neared the harbor It was lound
that there was a large fleet 01 fihing
vessels at anchor there It U usual
under such circumstances to slow down
to hall speed but Prince George Insist
ed on going ahead as list as the ship
would go He took the wheel himself
and with the utmost dext lily guided
the gunboat through Ihe narrow pass
ages between the vessels without even
louln s cable while the officers and
men looked on with mingled alarm and
admiration

Prince George is now twenty seven
years old He is more than six lee in
Height and is brave to the extreme It
is probable that he would like nothing
better than n naval battle with the
Turks and the probability iis that he
would come out ahead
THE RKlAIKINC 01 Till PARTHENON

King Ozorge has done a great deal to
nseree-
xcavations

tnL old ruins of Greece Some
were made at the Parthenon

during my visit and life king aided in
washing oft someol the marble statues
which were found lie IS interested now
In haven the tIdtlhenou repaired and
the dy my yet come whewe wIll be
able to look upon this great structure as
it was in Ihe time ol Socrates II seems
edl to me how ever most impressive
its ruins It stands you know on the
top of the Acropolis The Acropolis
on the very edge of the new Athens
The modern houses ol the city climb up
from the base of its sides It is a steep
rocky hill which rises straight up Iron
the plain on which Athens ns built to a
height of about aoo feet It looks much
like great rock of roy red marble with
here and there a bit ot grass or a blood
red poppy peeping out of its crevices
Tbe plateau upon time top ol the Acro-
polis coulfflns I judge about ten acres
and upon it is the Parthenon You have
seen pictures ol it They do not give
you much idea of its beauty Imagine
II forest of great marble columns stand
lug upon a round marble floor the area
ol which is almost all acre Let elLc-
hcolumn be as big around as the largest
cart wheel you have ever seen and let iit
rise upwards lor thirtythree feet In a
beautifully symmetrical form Let It be
fluted and let Its capital rich in its plain
Doric grace uphold a wall ol marble
around which runs a frieze of the most
wonderful sculpture ol the world and
you have the skeleton of the building
Irhe Interior contains other columns and
even in Its ruins the building as a whole
has a wonderful beauty You see it for
miles around Athens and it stands out
before you as vou come into the harbor
at the iraeus Al present Ihe wall al-
one ertu is almost Intact save the frieze
which was carried oil by Lord Clginanu
which is now tube seen In the British
Museum In London The IIIthenon-
looks best in the evening All of its-
ruins have the rich color of age and the
columns turn to silver and gold under
the rays of the setting sun

THEY elI MORE FOR NEW TIIINGS

The Greeks ol today are proud ol It
as they are of all their old ruins but
as lar as I could learn their minds are
more in the future than in the past
They have not the artistic tastes ol their
fathers and when spoken to about
Greece they will point with pride not
to what the nation has been In the past
but to the wooderlul advancement that
has been made within the last generation
They consider themselves a strong
young nation rather than an old one
and they say that they expect raise
Greece up to the status it once held as
one of the treat countries of the world
They are earnest in their determination

mid their future is certainly bright They
have as good brains ns any people ol
Ihe world l They have Ihe muscle and
nerve hlch mate success As St Paul
once said of them They are always
seeking after some new thing and he
migl t have added had he visited theta
In These days they are not afraid to
seize hold ol It when they find lts II
Turkey is lo be divided you may be sure
that the Greeks will get bomcthlng out
ol tho leavings
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