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A SLEEPASLEEP OF HORROR

the following extract from a stirring
volume published abroad presents us
with a truly thrilling description of a
sleep among serpents at turtle or snake
island the hero of the scene is a sailor
who with his companions were pre-
paring to leave but could not finish a
sail they were fitting he says

weive worked hard and being bung-
lers much of the work had to be done
over again three or four times we were
however pretty near the end of the
job when an adventure befell me the
recollection of which reproduced in
dreams often makes me start up in bed
in a cold sweat of terror I1 have seen
it told not quite correctly in a popular
periodical probably by some who had
heard it directly or indirectly from meit thus fell out the sail a lugsaillug sail did
not set well I1 having or believing I1had more knowledge of the subject than
the others remained by the boat whilstmy mates returned to the ship turnedin and made themselves comfortableI1 worked till I1 had thoroughly wearied
myself for the southern night with its
glorious moon and of splendid
starsstairs was brilliant as the day though
cold for the clime a chill windvindwindvind having
set in immediately after sunset thisthaiswith no doubt the work iwasI1 was engageengaged
in cutting and stitching the sailsalt did
not induce warmth so that I1 partook
more freely than it was myray want to do
of the excellent brandy I1 had provided
myself with at all events tired vexed

for I1 could not so set the sail as to
bend it on shipshapeship shape and perhaps
more than half seas over 1I was not an
abstemious man in those days I1 lalavlay
down just under the lee of the bozboyboat
took a few pulls at the brandy flask
and dropped octtoto sleep sleep yes
the sleep of devils frightful I1 horrible
dreams oppressed me I1 was stifled
crushed with nightmarenight mare that was
the impression on unconscious
mind at last I1 fullyfully awoke good
god the leyicy chill which ran through
my veins when 1I by brilliant moon-
light discerned the cause of the night-
mare which was stifling me the fetid
horrible smell of serpents was in my
nostrils and I1 saw that two cobrascabras one
the largest I1 had ever seseenen were lying
on my breast where they had no doubt
crept for warmth twinetwined together and
being quite motionless were I1 judged
asleep to stir to awake them was
certain death in less than an hour if
I1 was bitten ever so lightly I1 should be
a mass of carrucorruptiontionlon paralyzed faint-
ing with fear TI1 I1laya perfectly still but
feeling that thetlethe ddreadfulrestful suspense could
not be long endured that I1 must soon
start up and cast off the horrible reptiles
at any risk they were evidently a-
sleep and might be flung to ak distance
before being able to make use of ththairtheir
fatal fangs but merciful god they
begin to stir to wriggle from each other
I1lamiamam lost ha is that the snapping
chirping bark of our pet mongooses
tetichneumons which alarm the reptiles
let me explain A mongoose is the
natural enemy of snakes and in a com-
bat with one is sure to be victor the
bite of the snake produces but a momen-
tary effect upon the little animal ap-
pears to make it giddy for a few mo-
mentsI1 when it seems to recover itself
by eating some herb growing amongst
the grass this however is a disputed
point however it may be the mon-
goose swiftly returns to the attack and
the snake as I1 am told is invariably
killed the island furnishes
mons almost as plentifully as snakes
lafranelafranc and dupont managed to tame
and domesticate three of them not a
very difficult task knowing that none
of tribe will approach where
they are or have been recently no more
than a cockroachcock roach will venture out of
its hole where a hedgehog keeps watch
and ward our ichneumons were
special favorites of mine and they
scenting the serpents and missing me
and the evening meal I1 always provid-
ed for them were coming to the rescueyes by heaven the quick ears of the
serpents havohave recognized the rapid ap-
proach

a
of the dreaded monbonmongoosesgooses their

horrible snake glances glow with fear
and rage their hoods dilate as they un-
twist themselves glide off me in the
hopehode of escape but finding that impos-
sible turn to fight the ichneumons
desire nothing better they sprinaprinspring up-
on the serpents bite themther on thethoaekbackackpart of the head and carry on the bat-
tle of which I1 am a delighted spectator
with a spirit a cheerful vigor
which is I1 feel though I1 have never
actually witnessed such a combat beforebeforea sure augury of success the battle is
not A protracted one the snakes aarere
dead and my pets running after andleaping up at me appear to know they

have rescued me from death and will
have in reward an even more plentiful
supper than usual they are not mis-
taken our french friends and my fel-
lows were excited by the incident
which had however so happilyliap termi-
nated and for my part I1 was not my-
self again lorlonor several days I1 never slept
in the open air again 11

TALKS ABOUT HEALTH

duringi the damp and cold season de-
ficient drdressess of the feet and lelegs is a
fruitful source of disease tuoTOOthe head
throat and liver are perhaps the most
frequent sufferers

the legs and feet are far from the cen-
tral part of the body they are not in
ggreatreat mass like the trunk but extend-
ed enveloped by the atmosphere be-
sides they are near the damp cold
earth

for these and other reasons they re-
quire extra covering if we would se-
cure the highest Pphysiological0 condi-
tions we must give our extremities
more dress than the body we men
wear upon our legs in the coldest season
but two of cloth the body
at least six women put on them four

under the shawl which
with its various couplingslings furnisheslurnishes
several more then over all thick pad-
ded furs while their legs have 0oneonono
thickness of cotton under a balloon
they constantconstantlylv come to me about their
headache palpitation of the heart and
congestionco of the liver yesterday one
said to me I1 all my blood isasinin my head
and chest my head goes
bump my heart goes bumbery bump 1

I1 asked how are your feet 11 chunks
of icelee she replied I1 said to her if
rodmodyouou so dress your legs and feet that the
blood cant get down into them where
can it go it cant go out visiting itmust stay in the system somewhere
of course the head and chest must have
an excessive 3quantity so they go
bumbery bump and so they must go
until you dress your legs and feet in
such a way that they shall get their
share of blood in the coldest season of
the year I1 leave boston forforaa bit of tour
before thetlethetho lyceums going as far as
philadelphia and riding much in the
night without an overcoat but I1 give
my legs two or three times their usual
dress during the coldest weather
men may wear in addition to their usu-
al drawers a pair of chamois skin
drawers with great advantage when
we ride in a sleigh or in the cars where
do wewo suffer in our legs of course
give me warm legs and feet and illhardly thank you for an overcoat

I1 my dear madame have you a head-
ache a sore throat palpitation of thehearthean congestion of tthepalpitatione liver or indi-
gestion wear one two or three pairs1

of warm woolen stockings and thicktapic12
warm shoes with more or less rereduc-
tion

dcin the amount of dress about your
body and you will obtain the same re-
lieflef permanently that you would de-
rive temporarily from a warm foot
bath

I1 must not forget to say that a thin
layer of india rubber cemented upon
the foot sole will do much to keep the
bottom of your feet dry and warm
dio lewis 31 D

trial OF rifles A very interest-
ing trial of rifles took placelace saturday
afteraf toon at flatbush1 thethoti e object being
to test the merits of nacolcoi berdans new
breechloaderbreech loader in competition with the
best rifles now in use the trial drew
a large company of experts amongst
whom were a number of american and
english army and ordnance officers

col berdans new rimeriffie esthe spring-
field rifled musket converted into a
breechloaderbreech loader he claims for it that by
the use of a new form of cartridge in-
vented by him it becomes equal or su-
perior to any otherocher rifle known for low-
range firing while by using a modified
cartridge it is rendered the most effec-
tive weapon in short range
or valleyvailey firing

the gun has once before been public-
lyI1 tested at Utica in competition with
ttheke well known telescopic rifle of mr
jamessames who after a thorough trial ad-
mitted its superiorityat longiong raurange to his
in order thatnone of the guns should owe
anything to superiority of markman
ship a stranger to all parties was
brought upon the ground by one of the
ordnance officers present and was in
trusted with the aiming and firing of
them all the target three quarters of
a mile distant was fairly struck by the
berdan rifle seven times out 0off twenty
shots sharps Whit and wes-
ley richards rifles were then tried with-
out success owing in part perhaps to
the high wind which prevailed and
which affected the balls used in these
guns more than those employed by col

1 berdan

A then made of the penetrat-
ing power of the rifles upon a target
composed of thirty two 1linchinch boards
fixed in a frame one behind the otiler
with intervals of one inch between
with the following results
the enfield regulation rifle penetrated1816 instevesStevevs breech loading carbine 14 in
whitworth 26 26 inmount storm enfield breach loader inclarksClarlclariss patent target rifle 18g ininswiss federal target 15 in1 nsharps
springfieldll11ngqIM Grg 18 in

inberdansll11rd rb no ag ininnberdans infantrylantryIn ritierifle in
the rifle was afterward

tried with one of berdans cartridges
and penetrated 32 inches the target
however had by this time been musmuch
splintered and weakened

the new rifle was then taken to a
point two hundred yards distant from
the target audand fired with the short
range cartridge containing three round
balls the target was struck with great
accuracy the balls spreading in every
instance so as to cover a space of aboaboutut
five feet this experiment seemed to
strike the military men present with
su the same gun which had
proved itself the most accurate at long
rrangea e was shown to be equally sure and
deadeadly15alyinin volley firing at short range
one officer pronounced it the very per-
fection of ball and buck nirfirfiringing

1

the gun is simple in construction
light and economical and seems to be
what is claimed for it by the inventor
and while fully equal at long range to
the whitworth which in the hands of
rebel sharpshooters has proved so fatal
to our best officers it may boloaded and
fired as rapidly as any other breech-
loader and at the same time is most ef-
fective in the hands of ordinary 1infant-
ry

n ntbeaneat close range N Y afttribunei
novgov irth

A BOYtoy WITH WONDERFUL POWERS
the people of herkimer listened last

monday evening with the greatest de-
lightI111 litandand surprise to the recitation ofmimasterwasterster dudley wallerwailerkiermier the infantororatorator and nneverneveneverven have we seen so
grgreateat enthusiasm created by the pre-
senceseneence of aanyny individual in our place as
was manifested on this occasion mas-
ter dudly though only eight years of
age professes the highest gifts and
powers of the elocutionist and that too
not as the result of training but as the
endowments of nature

nature herself has made him a mas-
ter of the art his power over an audi-
ence is wonderfullywonder full alternately compel-
ling tears and convulsing with laugh-
ter we havebavehave seen him hold an audi-
ence in a breathless sussuspenseense which be-
came really painful asidesbesides master
dudley is a wonder in himself possess-
ing as we believe powers af mind un-
equaled in our nationnation he has commit
cded fifteen hundred themes embracing
among them orations lectures addres-
ses and prose and poetry from nearly
all authors and such is his power of
memory that he never has recourse to
the written pieces again but recalls
them at leisure and gives them with-
out any hesitation

we were present with him each day
previous to nishis ricitations here and at
ilion andaad we found him gleefully en-
gaged in play and sport up to the last
and then go before an audience andand
thrill them for over an hour with the
most difficult recitations at four years
of age liehe recited robert emmets de-
fense P to an overcrowded house at coop-
er institute and at the age of five he
committed the whole of popes essay
on man 11 on the whole we take him
to be the most wonderful person to
whom we have ever listened and only
regret that his stay among us was so
short utica N Y morning her-
ald sept 22

tiieTHE UPPER AmAamxAMAZON the lima
tiempo of october 27 says

the most flattering news has been re-
ceived from the district of the amazon
as the peruvian steamers which have
been built in england in purpose for
the navigation of the amazon and its
effluents have fulfilled their mission
having allailallail entered into the amazon at
para and thenetheno penetrated into the
large tributariestributa ries whose waters augment
those of the king of rivers Thethesesererper-
uvian steamers of very light draught
came up the pachiteaPachitea one of the grealgreatgreat

of the amazon as far as to
be only a distance of twenty leagues
from the german settlement
this is a very important occurrence and
of the greatest to the
commerce of the whole world thetherero
ports coming from the peruvian estab-
lishmentslishments atit the amazon are ververyy Ppro-
mising

F0
misin anam active trade is going on inin
cochincochinillsga s cotton connee

I1 and other in
tertropical articles the opening of the
amazon will doubtless bobe attended by

i

the most happy results and willwil1 bbenefit
the whole of mankind

A COUNTRY LAWYER AND HIS
CITY FRIEND

five and twenty years ago when the
western region was sparsely settled
when the country barroombar room was the
place of commongommon resort and before those
old fashioned barroombar room stories and songssons
had yielded to the gossip now generalgenerallyy
heard in every drinking saloon there
was a certain set of good humored free
and easy individuals whose custom it
was to forgather attheinn of old
in ellicottvilleEllicottville county
N Y state conspicuous among the
set was counselor QG 1 whose rough
yet ready wit had cprspreadead his fame
throughout all that region of country
another member was a gentleman
whom wowe will callcail X these with
others whiled away many a winter
evening telling stonesstories smoking pipes
and quaquaffingquafffringing mugs of hot flip a tfluiduld

almost forgottennow
but time separated thisthis jolly company

as it does others and subsequent history
of the counselor and worthy mrisar X
were as diverse as their fortunes G
plodded on with his CacaplanisCapiasis at el

ville X in due time became en-
gagedayed in respectable duties in buffalo

legallegaiealeeaial business at distant intervals
caucancalledea the lawyer to buffalo and he was
of course glad to see his oidoldoldoid friend but
X engrossed in business or for reasons
of hislishis own had not muamuimuch time to talk
over old times and without intending
it probably gave him the cold shoulderrethe man of law noted this indifference
and possessing in wit what the other
did in rhino determined to ascertain
whether X really meant to cut him or
not meeting him in the street next
day liehe said

X my old friend how dado
well very well how are you

1I saybay X ive noticed several times
latelysaisaktthatat you have rather avoided me
than otherwise I1aintainaln t going to stand any
such gammon

4 why whawhat
we used to be mightymighty good friendsfrienda

up in ellicottvilleEllicottville and 1 dont know
whywhydewe should nolnotnoi be here

but my dear sirsira 1 11

oh its no use talking just fogo in
here now and treat as you used to I1

why ive just had my breakfast
and dont want anything besides I1 am
in a hurry to get to my business but illtreat if you want me to

well lets go in
and they entered a small I1 one horse

grocery where the cheap and nastnasty 11

was dealtdeak out by the smallsmail quantity X
gave a nod to the mixer behinbehind thesavebararandand said

I1 hyustjust give mmyy friend here some beer
and what crackers and cheese he wants
and charge it to me turning to G
he remarked you must excuse me I1
now ive a great many things to attend
to and I1 cant stay here any longer
after which he left

well if that cool says G
then im no judge havhavingtengsdispas-

sionatelysionately imbibed his beer he stoppedtopped
a moment to consider

I11I say barkeeperbar keeper
Whatll you have sir
have you plenty of crackers diandnd

cheese
yesalyes sir

I1 how much will the cheese weigh I1

about sixty pounds apiece
full sixty
sixty and no mistake

well just send over to the farmers
hotel where I1 stop four of these
cheeses and three barrels of crackers
and charge them to mr Xxi will you
you heard him say I1 was to have what
crackers and cheese I1 wanted

dessiryes sir 11

and send them down soon because
I1 expect my teanill be there in a little
time and I1 shall want them all ready

I1 I1 certainly sir I1 I1

the four cheeses and the three barrels
of crackers were sent down and in the
course of time mr X was presented
with a bill for the same which he paid
confessing at the same time that al-
though rather expensive the joke was
nevernevertheless a good one he never af-
terwardsterwards gave the cold shoulder to
counselor G

A place for comanswomanswomanswomansmans rights 11 in
idaho if a woman becomes dissatisfied
with her husband or finds some one she
likes better she states the case to the
president of the mining district where
they reside he calls a miners meeting
they untie the matrimonial knot aniandand
she is at liberty to take whomsoever she
pleases in case she can get him am
flag

A woman in chicago struck her son
for some misdemeanor while he was eat-
ing addlie choked to death


