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Chris
whieh is found eo vivid-
in the pages of
- ) do mnot all
m Farm, Dingley
Hall, or hnng the mistietoe in
our hall. or wassall in a big
bowl, or sit dowan to supper with
their relalners, or otherwise keep
Christmas in what used to be con-
siderell orthodox style. Kent s
now almost as intersected by lines
of mil as Middlesex itself, Mr,
Wo.llu, the elder, no longer drives
the I ooach, and were Mr,
Wardie in the ﬂ-l:l be would be
brlnging up his nieces, together
aunt and the old
sy 1o see “‘Pinafore,”” and
I{.uuu ballad coneceris. More
upuhlly the days of long Christ-
mas visits have gone by, It lsso
easy now to take the train early on
Moonday morning and hurry down
fato l.h- country in time for lunch,
that the traditions which clustered
the coach with its convoy of
guests are as much &
thing of the past as & Christmas
masque., Bubl none the less, the

l'nt.lval makes Itnll' felt. Letlers

:}o s and from every
qnutor the gl The owner of

mile u sheep-run in Au-
slralia, oolonist st the
Oape, t ter in Cayloo,

the young lieutenant far away with
his regiment amid the snows of the
Kyber, all write bome to tell how,
as Christmas once agesin comes
round, they will be thlnklnx of the
loved onesat homa, and lad to
belleve ?ﬂ are thlnglng of
them. isits of a kindly character
bscome more frequent. Dinner

parties, pleasant litule su ys, and
other emasall and harmless pp:ppznrtu-

nities of merry-making are more
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On and after N

.w\ "!I:lted

oommon. Tbom ia something
iske i ohurful abous
'S They teem

Y more reso-

the DgE, to return

.llhl,lnd to bring hnck with them
a dash of the sharp, cheery wea-~
Shior UATSUgRS Gt 5 deors. Win-
an """:I.“ '3’1’ Boen, losting to
es, n, ng to
botnuhln‘ cheerrul-

nnlmd oontent. Young men in ul-
-ln joves are as
Itless to the
mjnuul detall al if they were
in a crack cavalry corps.

slsters and cousins are equip-

ped more dalntily and bravely than
ever !:' ht..thono:I boot.: of
YO oa ppets, furs, fea-
the .:3 fleeey v and wraps.
lnd’uﬂ, from the r of the
honsehold himself, as he sturdily
bends his way towards the nearest
station or omnibus, down to the
children as they sally forth for the
omln¥ walk, lhm is in the cos-
tnm; 8ll a cerlain defiant sug-
tion of skating and a de-
termination to brave the wea-
[ther and to epjoy themselves
n_@pite of jt.  Within doors
p#ame rpirit shows itself in =

; he fire burns

fender. = The very dinner seems
somehow i,
plate appears to shine more bright-
the jchina looks freeh and uew.
l{ is Christmas .lthongh not
the Christmas y knew when
were cohildren, XEven from

the which are the preitiest
ot all C tmll presents, and
ﬁlﬁ Inoomo more
huutll’u ‘i ever,
and goblins

ol o!d d have quairt
ﬂ pncies, such me those of

“Alloo in Wonderland,” with even
' and. fancifal devices
n‘tﬂ’ﬁ' as Bamard and
d'ddoeor.t. The old pantomime,
with its salt of ancient
comedy, wil ver in be re-
ved, to break
ﬁulu with bat-
ter, and sit upon bables, and assault
o women. Indeed, ohnmolr odf
those B Was l sulte
to .&m”h who v:g:aued in
Smollett ana nrqat, nd could

humor phying
I ]ﬂ- upon s I=
88r, - ‘the pantomime is; little
more than s us falry extrav-
aganza, in which the cloewn plays
but a subordinate while bar-
leguine and columbines, multi.
plied by pairs.or even fours preside
over enc yistas of dance-
land in or amid

clouds of ever-shifting and chang-
ing hoes. Sl
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kindiy jnfluence of the deéar old |gt

84 His Holy Bpirit, and I feel by ite

greatly rejoicing.
We l’nlved in lha
about two weeks ago,
any ; We bowed ourselves
before the Lord, and told him we
had arrived, etrangers In a stri
city. We advertised ourselves
two dally pspers, and when we in-
troduced ourselves to the editers,
they remarked we were the first
‘‘Mormons™ y had
seen. 1 began to wonder if they
ever eaw & dead one, We
a hall for meeting on the following
Sandsay. It was filled, many stand-
ing, others going um. not able to
pt in. I spoke on ths principles of
, taking the opportunity
to eont.mdicl: the Heaven-daring
falsehoods told agalnst the ple
of God in Utah, Thepapers all gave
very favouble reports of the
meeling. the clote sev-
eral qnutions were asked, and
some  &p our frienda.
Bince then I bave received an invi-
tation to address the Free Thought
Assoclation concerning our views
of religion; which by the byis a
strong party here. shall meet
them next Sunday night at eight
o'clock. I Enow they are rather a
hard set but they must be warned;
I have received several letters from
persons asking many slngular ques-
tions, such as -“*Can me hav.q one
another’s wives when t like im
Utah?? I apswer ithem, n
faithful testimony to I.he- t
this i the work of God, and I know
it. We hired a ropm tosleep in;|,
for seven shillings per week, living
the beat way we know how. We
have already a few walting to be
baptized. "Next SBunday we sh:ll
hoid another meeting, and by the
blessing of Our Fatber we feel gon-

fident we shall organize a branch of
the Church in this t oity,
which ia the largest in New Zoa-

land, containing with its surround-
ings 40,000 inhabitants, It is sito-
ated abou. nine miles from Port
Chalmers, in the Provinge of Sbto.
250 miles from Christchurch.
have received invitations mni
other towns, to go and preach to
them, saying they sare tired and
slek of faige religion,s0 I thiok in
this provlnoe-good ‘'work will be
done.

Allow me to say that the mh-
sion stande greatly in need of
books; everybody seems willing to
bey our worke, and we havée none
to eell them. I really belleve we
could sell thousands ofcopies of the
Book of Mormon, if we had them..
To eur dissppointment we have
been expecting a box of books from
Liverpool, but we fear 'they are
lest, [ wish something’ d be
done for us in this respeet.

I feel very sorry to have to lll-
form you that Brother
heaith is gradusally declining. Ho
says he cannot stand the climate
as i: is 8o very changeable. I feel
thankful myself that my henllh ll
always good, and I enjoy m
gion. I have not wanted for nny
peécessary thing till I came to Dan-
edin. AsdI think even now we
fare a good deal better than many
of the missionaries have in da
gone by, The Lord id with us by

iatelligence that there are many
honeat in beart iz this far off Jand,
and New Zeoaland will yet yield
her song and daoghters and her
gold-and silver to help bulld up the
Zion of the last days. With in-
tense desires to spread the gospel of

ing for the welfare of Zion and the
cause of truth on the earth,

I remain your humble brother in
the new and everlasting covenant

of peace.
GEORGE"BATT,
Dunedin, New Zealand., *
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You can buy the Best and most
RELIABLE

P1anos. Organs

And MUSICAL INBTRU-
MENTS of every desoription, for
neirl, the Same Prices as| Cheap

Inferior @Goods; iberefore,
uuiy your own iutala!t by pur-
chasing at

l]ml'l Pmlar Music  Store.

gro thomghl{ under-
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perience has l;t him the ne-
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