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step that (Iladstone could take would
gerve more effectually to postpone the
ontbreak thas that now under discus-
slon. His well known policy of peace
hae more than once emboldened coun-
tries disposed to aggreseive movementa
to go dangerously near the limit of
snfety. With Gladstone’s resignatlon
tbe English government would 8t
present be likely to be entrusted to the
guidance of men determined to main-
tein the bopoor and dignity of the
pation amonyg its several copapstitors
at iand and ees, even ab the cost of
war, And whenever Enpgland ssile
out under a “‘firm forelgn policy,” her
poesible enemies will be cantlous,
Rusein and France are strong nations,
well equipped for war, but Iagland,
supported by the TripleAlitance, forme
s miore formidable puwer thanp either,
ol the two comblned.
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INFORMATION WANTED.

A correspondent from Wasatch
county, Utah, Bsks the following quue-

tion:

Who was the first male child born in

Utah siter tbe arrival of the FPloneers
in 1847, or who was the firet woman to
give virth to a son?
Whitney’s Histury of Utab gives as
lhe date of the birth of the first white
chlld, August 8,'1847, two weeks and
two daye after the arrival of tbe Pio-
neer:; but thia child was & girl, daugh-
ter of Jobn and Catharine Campbell
Steele, hoth of the Mormon Battalion,
who reached the valiey in Captain
Brown’s company, July 29. Tae little
lady was named Young Kljzabeth
Steele. The History gives no name of
the firat boy born, nor have we been
able up to this time to ascertain to
whom this distinction beiongs.

A rriend suggests that oo the ocea-
sion of » Pioneer juhilee 8me years
AgO, B YOUDE m&In wa# introduced to
the nudience Bs the first white boy
born in Utah, We have failed, how-
ever, to find any record of such event
in the back files of the NEWS; and
Andrew Jenson, who is a thorough
searcher after historical facts, hae also
been unable to give us any information.
He suggeste that Hon. A. O. 8moot, of
Provo, bhad & son born In the ¢Old
Fort,”” Balt Liake City, November 23,
1847, and that this boy was perhaps the
firet. From other sources we hear this
dieputed, We &re accordingly com-
pelled to confess our inshility to answer
the question propounded, and this
seems lo be a fitting occasion to ask
for any light on the subject that any
reader ot the NEWS may ve [0 possess-
ion of.

THE ESTIAY BILL.

Esiray animals bave been & peren-
nial gubject of contention in tbie Terrl-
tory—amorg leglslators Wwhen the
Asgembly was in resgion, and between
farmers and stockraisers In the season

of growing crops. For twenty yeara 0o
law has been in force upon the subjeet

any longer than was requireuy Lo
gecure ite modifeation or re-
peal, and proebahly no other cause

has veen more fraitful of neighbor-
hood ill {feeling than trespassing live
stock. Teo lorestall all trouble on B&c-

count of Jdamage done by trespassing
animals, iz heyond the power of the
Legislature; but s good law or'the
guhjeat would he 8 great kelp in that
direction.

Heretofore, in dealing with this
matter, the Utah Legiplature has had
one gerlous difficulty to contend with,
viz., n provision of the act of Cougress,
psesed in 1874, commoniy called the
Poland law, which prohibits the exer-
cise 1o this  Territory of any
judiclal fonction or authority, by
any person or officer except the
courte named in the act. The pro-
ceedinge Decessary to uecertaia the
facts and apply the remedy in a case of
damayge by (respassing animals, are
judieiai in their nsature, and hence
must he had beforesa judicial otficer,
properly the justice of the peace of
the precinct, if the amount involved

does not exceed hig  jurisdic-
tion, which is seldom er never
the cage. For this reason, & law ¢on-

ferring upon any person or pérsong in
the precinet, other than the justice of
the peace, the power to determine the
Bmouot of damage, or to order the seale
of the auimale, would be uncounstitu-
tional. On this ground tbe courts
have declared invalid one or more
estrave laws which the Legislature has
enacied.

At the present gesion of the
Asgembly, 8 bill has passed the
House wnich seeks to avoid the cob-
stitutions! ohjectione referred to, and
at the same time afford = simple,
speedy and jnexpensive method of ac-
complishing the ends of justice
in cases of damage by estrays, Sec-
tion 1 provides that the damaged per-
son may keep and properly care tor the
tregpassing aulmala for twenty-tour
hours, and that be muet, meanwhile,
diligently try to find the cwner. Thls
gives an opportunity for neightors to
effect an audjustment between (hem-
gelves without further expeuse or offi-
cial tnterference. But if such an ad.
justment i# not made within iwenty-
four hours, the anlmals are to he
delivered to tke ovn:etable, who
is made pound Keeper. Should
Jegal proceedings Decome neces-
sary, within twenty-four hours after
the damage has been done eome dlsin-
terested voter of the precinct must
appraise it, aod furpolsh a certificate
thereof. The form of this certificale is
presor:bed, and it must he filed with
the justice of the peaceof the precinet,
and becomes the complaiot in a civil
action. The owacer of the animals,
kpown of Unknown, is designated as
the dJdefendant, 8 summons is iesued
and proceedings are had ae in
othet civil cases. Inp cese judgment
is rendered in favor of the piaintiff, it
is evidentiy the intention that execu-
tion may be ha ! on Lhe animals, which
are mesnwhile held 1o the pound; but
the bill contalne no epecific provision
to that end,and the omission should he
remevied o there may be a clash wiih
the exemption law, If it 1s the inten-
tion to give the ywner of the anima le

the henefit of the latter law, it should |

be ro 8tated in terms.

The owner of the animals is allowed
pDinety days after the sale in which to
regeem them, and three monthes longer
io which to clalm auy surplus they
may have been sold for in excess of
damage, costs, etc. At the first meeling
of the county court after the ex piration

of plx mounths trom the eale, the jua-
tice must pay into the county tress.
ury such surplue. The fees of
the appraigers are fixed at twenty
cents per mile, one way, and twenty
cents per bour for time necessarjly
conesumed in making the appraisement,
to be recovered as coets. The fees gi’
the conetable, acting &s such 1n serving
the summones, etc,, are the same as in
otber cages; but hig fees a3 poundkeeper
are not specified, which is an omission
that ought to be remedied, in order to
prevent disputea,

‘Thie bill is certainly an lmmprove-
ment op the present law, &t least in its
methods and intent. There are zome
omissions which should he supplied
and detecte of language and uonatruc:
tion which shoulu be remedied. RBeg-
tion 2, for example, 18 long enough to
fill nearly baifa page of the session
laws, and yet is & single sentence., It
wouid muke s comnmon farmer dizzy to
read that one long sentence and
iry to comprebend all the Jaw
embraced in 1t; though ife meaning
when the eame is once within the
mental grasp, may be unexceptionabie.
Bifted of itg impertections which may
be eapily remedied, this hill wilf proh-
ably prove as satisfactory 88 any the
Lisgislature could preparejand paess, As
expiained in debate, it purports to be
a fair compromise between the farmer
and stock raiser,
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CUT BOWN THE FEES,

At an early stage of the present
sepsion of the Legislature, Councillor
J. 5. Boolh gave out that he contem-

plated drawing a bill to reviee the fees
pow being coliected under the probate
procedure law., He aleointimated that
he might include the district cuurt fee
list, and the perquieites of egertain
public officials. = The gentleman
should mature and introduce the pill
without unneceseary delay. If he
dvoes not, the tlme required by the
Aggemblv to ¢ongider and pass it will
very likely be epent ID maturing other
legislation, not balf as benefigial s
such a law wonld be, and perhaps
positively huartful,

The recenl publication of the partle-
ulars In the case of 8 taxpayer, whyse
tax was four cents, but wlho must
now pay $6.60 or lose hie property, is
sufficient proef of & change in t'be
conditions which formerly justified the
iaw because of the few tax sales and
aparsely settled condition of the Terri-
tory. This change demande that a
change be rlso made in the law, which
under present circumstances gperates
a8 8D outrage upon the people,
Perhape no complaint is oftener heard
in the halls of justice in this Terrltory
than that of the widow and orphan’
who cry out ngainet the extortion of
whigh they are made the victime
under the aathority of the provislon;
of tbe probate practice act, which
gpecify the fees that may becharyed in
the pettlement of an estale. These
fees muat ke paid in cash, and in order
to raise it, a cow, s team, and often
property of much greater value, sorely
needed for their support by the widow
and children of the dead hushand and
fathes must be sacrificed,

‘The fee business I beini immensely
overdone, under a number of existin.g
jlawe., Many iteme of costs connected



