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Mrs. Haritet Lane Johnston almost
worships the memoiy of ber uncle.
Ste says the world of tcday does oot
know him, ard that histgry has not done
credit to his ability, Ske Ccescribes in
vivid words the trcublous times of his
adminetration, when tke ncrth and the
scuth were being tcrn apart, and when
one by one the President : aw the friends
wkho bad primised 1o uphold him leav-
ing Congress 1o engage 1n secession and
in plots to destrcy the government. The
wear and tear of that lime was such
that it ult;mately ceused his death.
Mrs. Johnsion thinks her uncle was
the only oneof the great then public men
who realized what the results of the
war would be in tkte loss cf property
and life, and that he was tke only one
who appreciated how immiuent war was.
President Buchanan, she says, did all
that he cculd to prevent secession. He
strove to baimcnize and to hold back
the scuth, and he saw 1hat his effiris
were in vain. He was true to his
country, and to his conscience, and the
fact that he cou!d not save his country
from war killed him. He was through-
out in spirit end in deed a friecd of the
B]tsople, never wave ring for a mement in

is loyalty to his 1rust. 1 asked Mrs,
Johnsw n as to whether her uncle had
much desire to be Presidect. She re-
plied that at an earlier point ip his polili-
cal career he prcbably had such an am-
bitic n, but 1hat when he saw ihe direc-
tion towards which parties were 1end-
ing, and the growing feeling between
the sections. he shrank from it. The
movement in his favor sprang up when
he was minister to Engl'and. He wrote
many lettels prowesting against the use
of his name as a candidate. but in spite
of Iis protests he was mzde the nomi-
nee.

Mrs. Johnsten has in her hcme here
mat y thementos ol her stav in England
while her uncle was minister. She at-
trected, you kpow, reore attention pel-
haps1han any cther Atnericen girl who
bas ever Leen presented ar the Count of
St, James, She was made much of by
Queen Victoriz, and s the niece ot Mr
Buch: nan she took tne place which
would have been accoided to the mitie=-
ter’s wile. She has today ihe pictures
of the queen and the 1eyal fami y which
the Pricce of Wales gave 1o her on her
depar.ure nom England to America.
These pictures represent the queen and
the 1:mily s she kuew them. Her
mejesty was at that time a very beautiful
won an.  Ste was most charming 1o her
manners and was every incha queen.
During her stay Miss lare met Lous
Nagoleon, empercr f the French, and
tte Empress Eugenie, who were then
paying a visit to London. The empiess
unpressed Miss Lane- as being el gant
and graceful, but as nct having the dig-
nity nor 1egal look ©f Queen Victoria.
Mi-s Lane met atihis time all of the ai:-
tirguished people of Englaid. Disraeli,
who was the leader ot the cpposition,
did notimpress her so much as scme
others, ard Gladstone se:ms to have
mzde no special impressiocn upon her
mind. Durnipg her visit to Oxfcrd Co -
Jege that instiiution conferred the degree
Ofg doctor of civil laws upon M nster
Buchanan -and Aiffed Tenny:on., Shke
remembers Tennyson as having long
hair znd as looking very much like a
poet. He was at this time in Lis prime,
and bad written the best of his poet.cal
works.

The relaticns ef President Buchanan
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and his niece were more like those of a
father and dzughter than an uncle and
niece. Miss lane’s parents had died
when she was little more than a baby,
and James Buchanan was both father
and mother 1o her. He was fond of
children and delighted in having bis
niece’s friends about him. He enjoyed
havirg young people at the White
House, and aithcugh te was a backelor,
his administration was, socially, the
gayest one we have ever had. Mr.
Buchanan was very careful in the bring-
ing up cf Miss Lane. He' directed her
teducaticn, tending her first to school at
Lancaster, where he lived, then to a
private school at Chéarlestown, and final-
ly to the Georgetown Convent. He
wrote regularly to her during her school
days. His letters were full of news and
gossip and fun, and at the same time of
much good advice tothe young girl as to
her conduct. Here, for instance, is an
extract {from one written at about the
time Hairiet Lane entered her teens:
*WasHINGTON, February 16, 1842,
My Dear Harriet: Your letter af-
foréed me -very great pleasure, There

is no wish nearer my heart than that you |

stould becceme an amiable and fntell.-
genl woman, and I ani rejoiced to leain
that you still continue at the head of
your class. You can render yourself
very dear to me by your conduct; and 1
apticipate with pleasure the months
which, 1 t1ust in heaven, we will pass 10~
gether after the adjcuroment of Con-
gress. I expect 10 be in Lancaster for a
week or ten days about the 1st ot April,
when 1 hope to see you in good health
and receive faicrable reporis of your
behavior., * #* *

‘‘Believe me to be your very aff ctiorn-
ate uncie. May heaven bless you.

“Jaues BucHaNaN.

Here is angther letler, written about a
a year later:

“LANCESTER, Maich 20, 1842.
—“My Dear Harriet: It is one of the
first desires of my heart that you should
become an amiable and good girl. Edu-
cat on andaccemplishmectsare very im-
portant, but they sink into insignificance
when compared with the proper xovern-
meut of the beart and temper, How all
yoeur friends and relatives would love
you—how proud and happy I should be
to acknowledge and cherish you as an
object of ceep affection could | say she
i5 kind in heatt, smiable in temger and
behaves in such a manner as to secure
the affcction and esteem of a.l around
her. I now cherish the hope thatere
lor g this may be the case. * % #

“What a long list of studies ycu are
engaged upon. The pumber wouid
seem too greatforany common intellect,
but it would se: m that youmanage them
all without cifficulty. * * #

“At a <dinner tab'e at Washington
durirg the l:st s¢ssion, 8 wager was
made that not a person at tke table
could name all 1he mu: es and the wager
was witn. Had you lLeen one of the
company the rexut would doubtless
have been cifferent. I presume that the
muses and graces are great favorites
with you. Autend diligently to your
studies, but above all govern your heart
and your conduct. * * #

“Most affectionately,

“JaMmes BuéHANAN

Mrs. Johnston says that President
Buchanan’s papers are to be given ¢ver
to the Philadelphia Historical Society.
This vecision has been reached during
the past few weeks, apd within a shcrt
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time a vast amount of valuable historical
material will be there accessible to the
public, There was no man more care-
{ul of his papers than Mr. Buchanan.
He never destroyed a letter and at his
death there were boxes upon boxes of
correspondence packed away in his
house at Wheatlands, near Lancaster.
His coirespondence covered a wide
range. There was hardly a character of
pote in this couniry of Europe with
whom he was not at some time in com-
mupication. His leiters to Miss Lane
covered every variety of subject and
could they have been saved and publish-
td they would have made a mo:t inter-
exting  volwme, When President
Buchanan died he left instructions as to
the writing of his memoirs. He chose
as the author Mr. Willilam B. Recd of
Philadelphia. Mr, Reed wes one of his
closest fliends and knew just” how Mr,
Buchapan wanted every maiter treated.
Mr. Retd, however, had financial
tioubles which prevented his carrying
out his plan and the e¢xecutors had the
biography written by Mr. Gecrge Tick-
nor Curtis. The letters of Mr. Bughan-
an form, it seems to me. the most inter-
esling part of Mr. Curiis’s book.

It was owing toa mistake ihat some
ol the most interest'ng papers connected
with Mr. Euchanan’s career were burned
hy his executors. These were the
pepers relating to Lis love affair. The
full story of the matter was. it is believ-
ed, tolo in the package of papers, but
when he had ojiginally made it up he
had written upon it a line stafing that it
should ke burned withc ut being opened.

Alterward he gave directions to his
biographer that the package be opened
and 1he iruth as to tl is tragic episode of
his career be told in the story « f tis life.
When tl:e executors found tte package
they burned it before they rea ized what
Mr. Buchan#n had said to his biographer
atoutit. ‘The only th npg that can mow
be certainly knuwn concerning the mat-
ter i1s that wl.en Mr. Buchznzn was a
young maa practicing law in Lancaster
he fel! in Jove with a tezutiful girl,’'the
daughter of Robert Co.eman, one cf
the wealthiest citizens «f the place,
After a time he tecame engaged to her.
Then thers was a 'over’s quarrel and the
voung lady wroie a letter breaking off
the engsgement. Scon wier writing it
she went to Philadelphia for ashort visit
and during her stay there died. The
lovers' quarrel had not been made up
and Buchaoan mcurned the loss of his
sweetheart until the day of his death.
He wrote a beautiful obiivary notice of
Miss Coleman for the Lancaster news-
paper and a letter to Ler fa.her publisk-~
td in Ticknor's Life, which shows how
great the loss was to him. When he
was seventy years old, just be‘ore his
death, he 1eferred again to the matter,
showing that he still It deeply concern-
ing it and statng 1hat the truth would be
told alier his death,
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.THE LONDON PARKS.

Loxpon, May zoth, 1897,
The l.ondon season is now in jull
swing; everybody has come to town,
the Queen and the Princess of Wales
have held their Crawing rocms at Buck-
ingham Palace and aspinng society
debutants have “‘ccme gut” crin olher




