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mrs harriet lane johnston almost

worships the of her uncle
ste says the world of taday doesdees notcol
know himbim ardand that history has not done
credit to his ability she c ascribesescribes inia
vivid words the arc bbous times of his

when the north and the
sauth were being tern apart and when
one by one the prepresidentident aw the friends
who bad premised to uphold him leav-
ing congress to engage in secession and
in plots to destroy the government the
wear and tear of that time was uchfuch
that it ultimateultimatelylv caused hisbis death
mrs johnston thinks her uncle was
the only one of the great then public men
who realized what the results of the
war would be in the loss cf property
and life and that he was the only one
who appreciated how imminent war was
president buchananBuc banan she says did all
that he to prevent secession he
strove to bar and to holdbackhold back
the south and he saw that his effortsf arts

were in vain he was true to his
country and to his conscience and the
fact that he could not save his country
from warmar billed him he was through-
out in spirit and in deed a frier d of the
peopletople never wawavering for a moment in
hiss loyalty to his trust I1 asked mrs
johnstjohnston as to alifwhetherther her uncle had
much desire to tebe president she re-
plied that at an earlier point in his polpoliti-
cal

lili
career he propr bably had such an am

but 1 thathat when he saw the dirtdirec-
tion

c
towards which parties were tend-

ing
lend-

ing and the growing feeling between
the sections he shrank from it the
movement in his favor sprang up when
he was minister to england he wrote
many betteis protesting against the use
of his name as a candidateaudi date but in spite
of his protests he was medems de the nomi-
nee

mrs johnstanJohnstcn has in her acmehe me here
matymary mementoslos otof her slayslav in england
while her uncle was ministerr she at-
tractedtr you know morere ore attention per-
haps than any ether american girl who
hasbas ever teen presented at the mccurt of
st james she was made much of by
queenlueen victoria and as the niece of mr

buchenan she took the place which
would have been accorded to the mili

wife she has today theibe pictures
of the queen and the toyalroyal cami y which
the of wales gave to her on her
departurede jiomhorn england to america
these pictures rerepresent the queen an d
the 1 mily ESs she knew them her
majestyirn jesty was at time a very beautiful
wonorranan she was most charming in her
manners and wasaas f queen
during her stay miss lalelace intmett louslous

tienapoleonapoleon emperor cf the french and
tie empress eugenieEug ecie who were then
paying a visitisit to londonLon cion the empressempi ess
impressed miss lane as being eitmantel gant
and graceful but as netnt t having the dig-
nity nor legal look of queen victoria
mi s lane met at this time all of the cli

people of EnglaenglardEnglaidtd disraeli
who was the leader otof the opposition
did nofa impressi her so much as seme
othersoi hers aldaidai d gladstone seems to have
made noho special impression tiuponon her
mind during her cibitvisit to exic rd co
ajege that institution conferred the degree
of doctor of civil laws upon Manstern ster
buchanan and alfred tennysonTennyionton she
remembers tennyson as having long
bair indend as looking very much dikealike a
poet he was at this time in his prime
and had written the best of hisbis poetpoeticalcai
works

the relations of PrepresidentEident buchanan

and hisis niece were more like those of a
father and daughter than an uncle and
niece miss lanes parents had died
when she was little more than a baby
and james buchanan was both latherfather
and mother to her he was fond of
children and delighted in having his
nieces friends about him he enjoyed
havira young people at the white
house and alibalthoughcugh he was a bachelor
hisbis administration was socially the
gayestst one we have ever had mr
buchanan was very careful in the bring-
ing up ofci miss lane he directed her
education sending her first to school at
lancaster where he lived then to a
private school at charlestownCharlestown and final-
ly to the georgetown convent he
wrote regularly to her during her school
days his letters were full of news and
gossip and fun and at the same time of
much good advice to the young girl as to
her conduct here for instance is an
extract from one written at about the
time harriet lane entered her teens

washington february 16 1842
my dear harriet yur letter af-

forded me very great pleasure there
isis no wish nearer my heart than that you
slcrould become an amiable and antell
gent woman and I1 am rejoiced to learn
that you still continue at the head of
your class you can render yourself
very dear to me by your conduct and I1
anticipate with pleasure the months
which I1 trust in heaven we will pass to-
gether after the adjournment of con-
gress I1 expect to be inin lancaster for a
week or ten days about the otof april
when I1 hope to see you inin good health
and receive favorable reports of your
behavior

believe me to be ourbour verydeiy
ate vincleuncle may heaven bless you

JAMES BUCHANAN

here is anotherr letter written about a
a 3 ear later

LANCESTER matchmarch 20 1842
mymv dear harriet it is one of theane

first desires of my heart that you should
become an amiable and good girl edu
chtcat on and aabcacccamp are very im-
portantaldpor tant ut they sink into insignificance
when compared with the proper doverin
ment of the heart and temper how all

friends and relatives would love
you how proud and happy I1 should be
to acknowledge and cherish youou as an
objectorobject of deep affection could I1 say she
is kind in heart amiable inin hemrtemperer and
behavesbehave in such a manner as to secure
the affection and esteem of all around
her I1 now cherish the hope that ere
lorg this maybemay be the case

what a ionlong9 list of studies are
engaged upon the numberlumber would
seem too great lorfor any common intelliintellectct
but it would set in that you manage them
all without difficulty

at a dinner tabe at washington
during the lest session a wager was
made that not a person at the table
couldcoula name all the mulouiesea and the wager
was wenwan had you teenleen one of the
company thehe reresuutt would doubtless
have been cifferferenttnt I1 presume that the
muses and graces are great favorites
with you attend diligently to your
studies but above all govern your heart
and your conduct

most affectionately
JAMES budhananBUCHANAN

mrs johnston says that president
Buchabuchanannnans papers are to be given verever
to the philadelphia historical society
this decisionec ision has been reached during
the past tewfew weeks and within a shirt

time a vast amount of valuable historical
material will be there accessible to the
public there was no man more care-
ful of his papers than mr buchanan
he never destroyed a letter and at his
death there wereere boxes upon boxes of
correspondence packed away in his
house at Wheat lands near lancaster
his correspondencecoi covered a wide
range there was hardly a character of
rote in this country of europe with
whom hebe was not at some time in com-
municationmuni cation his letters to miss lane
covered every variety of subject and
could they have been saved and publish-
edt d they would have made a mostmoa inter-
estinge ting volume when president
buchanan died he left instructions as to
the writingwilling of his memoirs he chose
as the author mr william B refreedd of
philadelphia mr reed weswas one of his
closest friends ardand knew just how mr
buchanan wanted every matter treated
mr reed hohoweverweer had financial
troublesdoubles which prevented his carrying
out his plan and the executors had the
biography written by mr george tick-
nor curtis the letters of mr buchan-
an form it seems to me ahe most inter-
esting part of mr curtiss book

it was owing to a mistake thatthai some
of the most interestinterestingng papers connected
with mr buchananbuchanannBuchananss career wereA ere burned
by his executors these wwrewirere the
papers relating to lis love affair the
full story otof the matter was it is believ-
ed toldtola in the package cf papers but
when be had originally madmade it up he
had written upon it a line sta ng that it
should tebe burned without being opened

afterward he gave directions to his
biographer that tilethe package reopenedbe opened
and the truth as to ft is tragic epepisodeiscle of
his career be told in i he story f his life
when the executors found tlethe package
they burned it before they rea iced what
mr buchanenbuchanan had said to his biographer
about it theilie only th ng that can now
be certainly known concerning the mat-
ter is that when mr buchananBuc hancin was a
young man practicing law in lancaster
hehefelinfet in love with a beautiful girlsgirl the
daughter of robert coeman onone ofcf
the wealthiest citizens tfcf the place
after a time he became engaged to her
then there was a oversloers quarrel and the
young lady wrote a letter breaking oft
the engagement soon cifer writing it
she went to philadelphia for a short visit
and during her stay there dicdiedd the
lovers quarrel hadbad not been made up
and buchanan mourned the loss cf his
sweetheart until thehe day of his death
he wroterote a beautiful obituary notice of
miss coleman for the lancaster nenews-
paper

ws
pal er and a leticbettt r to her fa her publish
t din Ticknors life which shows how
9greatreat the loss was to him when hebe
was seventy years old just before his
death he biefer cd again to the matter
showing that he still feltfir it deeply concern-
ing it and stating that the truth would be
told alter his death
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THE LONDON PARKS

LONDON may 18971997
the london season is now in fultfull

swing everybody has come to town
the queen and the princess of wales
have held their drawing rooms at buck-
ingham palace and aspiring society
debutantesdebu tants have come out cr in other


