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ader N P nelson congratulated the
people assembled thanked them for
weir kindness to the elders of this
conkon terenceirence showed the condition of the
christianChhatlan world today and the neces-
sity of inspired apostles and prophets
to guide the people in the straight andnarrow way bore his testimony to the
divinity of the mission of the prophet
joseph and the book of mormonmorrionMorr ron and
asked gods blessings upon the people

elder J P aydelotte spoke upon the
principle of faith and the fruits flowing
from it

elder W E dawson spoke upon re-
pentancepen tance

elder T B thatcher spoke upon
baptism its essentiality object and
mode he asked the people to read and

tudystudy for themselves and then ask the
lord in humble prayer to give them
an understanding of what they read

elder T R mitchell spoke upon the
authenticity of the book of mormon

older 1I F holts claw spoke upon
the apostasy restoration and the king
jamdoin of god quoting an abundance of

to his position
in our priesthood meetings we had

the spirit with us and many good and
timely instructions pertaining to our
work as ambassadors of christ were
rivengiven

the elders bore testimony and ex-
pressed a desire to accomplish more in
thataft comingcoining year than they had in the
past

we were favored with the company
off two of our brethren from the north
Oacarolinarolina conference who gave us good
instructions upon our duties as the
lords servants

our conference closed with the elders
all feeling well and determined to do
their duty to this people

the news is a welcome visitor
we remain your brethren the elders

of the east tennessee conference
QS B THATCHER prest

hale mitchell county N C

southern illinois bonconferenceforence
st louklouis missouri

september 24 1898
the eiders of the northern and

southern illinois conferences met in
joint sembern annual session at springfield
1111illinois september and
where by kindness of the management I1

of the state capitol building we were
the free use of representative hall I1

for which the mission were very grate-
ful the changes in public sentiment
antand feeling wrought during the last
halthalf century were very marked indeed
the action of the officials in thus open-
ingingabethae legislative wishahs of tbatte state for
themtee proclamationmattion of ther gospel that
same ottrine for whichhach only fifty years
asoago wlee communities were despoiled

andrtof theirir goods driven from their homes
d from the state to wander

asaa exiles oer theithe thenthan wild bleak prair-
ies of iowa exposed to the dreadful
vengeanceveng tande of the savage asan well as the
cold chill ofa the winter winds yea
rnmoveoriCe for the proclamation of which
men whose only desire was the welfare
anie doctrine for which only fifty years

bloblood abidd that too while under the
protection of the statefate se-

cured by the pledged honor of the chief
executive
slyonly a Whalt century ago within thelegislativee ave hallsin of the state were heard

0 enactments by which the
I1 I1 be legally expelled fromaw at anois now the doorsdoom of

atol building are thrown
tty fourr blears oft that same
an atae chamb at jewusjerus
littee aw saints who rep

towe of thethestate 1

of j and springfieldWild
inch kaAs the fol01ol

fc i

at l artt 1

the elders who are in attendanceat the conference are men who would
attract favorable notice anywhere they
are men of intelligence of good address
and acquainted with affairs they are
able preachers of the word as they un- i

derstand it
it is somewhat of a commentary on

the advancement of civilization that
these men are now able to preach ffear-
lessly

ear
their doctrine in the very state

where their prophetphet was put to death
only a halthalf century ago and his people
driven forth asan wanderers on the face
of the earth
the springfield monitor of september

17 1898
mormon gathering fifty elders of

the faith present at the opening ses-
sion the semiannualsemi annual conference of
northern and southern illinois opened
at the state house yesterday the
sessions were held in representativesRepresentative a
hall and were attended by afiffiftyty elders
and many citizens who were interested
in the religion of the sect spring-
field journal sept 17 1898

the church of latter day saints
has over members in the state of
illinois over fifty have been added
to the membership since the last semi-
annual conference the elders in at-
tendance are all intelligent looking
men some of them are quite interest-
ing the elders welcome the attend-
ance of everybody without regard to
sex race or color they axeare ready toto
explain their faith to any who desire
enlightenment 11 springfield register
sept 17 1898

there were in attendance besides
the elders of the northern and south-
ern illinois conference louis AKe lach
president of northern states mission
becj E cardon and wife and elder
E W croft president of wisconsin
conference

during these three days of confer-
ence the principles of the gospel weriwere
presented to the hearers in plainness
and the distinctive features of mor-
monism were made to appear in strik-
ing contrast to the prevailing beliefs
of christianity but in most beautiful
harmony with the scriptures reason
and truth

sunday morning in priesthood meet-
ing the elders were given their com-
panions and assigned to their respec-
tive fields and after giving in their
reports for the past six months were i

given much good counsel and instruc-
tion

1

by elder louis A kelschkeisch elders
J E cardon and E W croft after
which the conference closed with the
same good spirit which had attended
throughout we all felt much enczur 1

aged and were fired with renewed
zeal strength and determination for
the proclamation of truth

we wish to express our appreciation
and thanks for the news which tois
always read with much profit and sat-
isfactionis

we also desire to say to any of the
saints at home who have relatives or
friends living in illinois or st louis
whom they would like to have the
elders visitvilt we should be pleased to
call on such relatives or friends

please send addresses to conference
president who will have the elders
call if they can make it convenientyourtour brethren in the gospel
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in the wisconsin conference fik
pondfond du lac wis sept 28 1

the lord is still attending the is i
bors of his servants in this portion orofhis vineyard

since our last communication we I1

have conversed with a great manypeople both in public and in private K
and have walked over a great deal ofterritory last week elder T P 1thompson and J C murdock called ata resi deffee in forest to offer a braotand ask for the privilege of con versil Wupon the gospel it had been Vand they were obliged to clean taithe j
mud from their shoes before enteringenteria0 1

the house while doing sofiro the laalaby 1

of the house came out to meet thetta
and as they were about to introduce i
themselves she inquired if they weftwetnot Womormonrmon elders to which theirthairreplied in the affirmative she we 1

corned them into the house and withthe greatest of rapture said she had
been praying for thirty years for aliowr s

i lord to send them to her door ab
i tthenhen related her experience among tew
saints in utah where she had gon
mamorere than thirty yearsyeara ago withwit
friend who belonged to the chuch
and who went to salt lake city Q
receive her endowments she aa
stated that she received a blessingblessling mik
der the hands of president brightelghyoung while there all of which a
laid had been fulfilled except aft
omingomi n of the elders to her door

that that was now fulfilled
her mormon lady friend gave

I1 a bound volume of the journal of dait 1

courses which she and her hut J

I1 had read through several times a
i that in connection with what eim
learned in salt lake city coaveconverter
her to and now she de
sires baptism

last evening when we went into thathstreet to hold an open air meeting wo S

found the crusaders werethere with their 1
band occupying our favorite corcar ajr
and had attracted a large crowd wowtF j
listened until they were through eweap 1

pecking to try to keep the crowd awkan
thought to hold services but whbheathey leftleft they were followed by taft
crowd so we went our way too ASA
we passed their hall where they wel
holding forth again elders E arlind issay L T jonesones and J C muranmurdochai

felt impressedimpressed to go in and listen an
while there the persuasive words of t
crusaders together with thortheir fingl
induced several personspersona to step roif
ward to be prayed for tha they ralagift
be converted one man knelt ththemtorfor a long time but could not acano
edge thatthai any change had taken analaci l
in him at length when he had been oj
his knees for more than two hours til
elders arose to leave the room w L

the candidate for conconversionvervion arose aau F

turning to them said gentlemen 1
6

am no more converted than I1 waswaa w
flfirst and pointing to elder 3
said dont you want to aaI1 amex
thing elder lindsay saidgald debo 4
be pleased to do soBO with the consent oed0
the presiding officer permission WW
granted and he addressed the audien oft
upon the principles of the gospel 14toyW
about fifteen minutes with great
orer when the elders left the hallhal
whole audience fofollowedllowd

the work is very encouraging litin i

I1 conference and we all rejoice in
manifestations orof the band of
lordyour brother in the gospel
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