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Elder N. P. Nelaon congratulated the
people assembled. Thanked them for
“thelr lkindness to
econference; showed the condition of the
Chriatian world today and the neces-
aity of Inspired Apostles and Prophets
to gulde the people In the stralght and
narrow way: bore his testimony to the
divinity of the mlasion of the Prophet
Jozeph and the Book of Mormon; and
asked God's blesslnga upon the people.

Eider J. P. Aydelotte spoke upon the
prineciple of faith and the fruits flowing
from it.

Elder W. E. Dawson spoke upon re-
Pentance. .

Elder T. B. Thatcher
Baptlasm—its essentiallity, object ang
mode. He asked the people to read and
study for themselves and then ask the

spoke upon

Lord in humble prayer to glve them}

an understandlng of what they read.
Elder T. R. Mitchell apoke upon the
authenticity of the Book of Mormon.
Elder I. F. Holts Claw aspoke upon
the apostasy, restoration and the king-
dom of God, quoting apn abundance of
scripture to subtsantiate his position.

in our Priesthood meetings, we had |

the Bplrit with us and many good and
timely instructions, pertaining to our
work as ambassadors of Chriat, were
glven. .

The Elders bore teatimony and ex-
pressed a desire to accomplish more in
the comlng year than they had in the
past.

We were favored with the company
of two of our brethren from the North
Caralina conference, who fave us good
instructlons upon our dutles as the
Lord's servants.

Our conference closed with the Elders
ali feellng well and determined to do
thelr duty to this people.

The “Newsa' is a wetcome viaitor.

We remain your brethren, the Eilders
of the East Tennessee conference,

8. B. THATCHER, Prest,,
Hale, Mitchell County, N. C.

Ronthern Miinois lonferenge,

8t. Louls, Missourl,
September 24, 1898.
The Elders of the Northern and
.Bouthern Ilnols conferemces met In
Joint sem-annual session at Springfleld,
Ilinols, September 16th, 17th and 18th,
where, by kindness of the management
of the state capitol bullding we were

given the free. use of representative hall,,

for which the mission were very grate-
ful. The changes in public sertiment
and feeling wrought during the last

half century, were very marked Indeed.,

The action of the officials in thus open-
ing the legialative halls of the state, for
the proclamation of the Gospel, that
aame octrine for which only fifty years
ago whole communities were despoiled
of thelr goods, driven from thelr homes
and expelled from the state, to wander
af exiles o'er the then wild bleak prair-

ies of Iowa. exposed to the dreadful,always read with much profit and sat- first,"

vengeance of the savage, as well as the
cold: chill of the winter windsg; yea,
more, for the proclamation of which
men whose only degire was the welfare
same doctrine for which only fifty years
blood, and that, too, while under the
supposed protectlon of the sastate, se-
cured by the pledged honor of the chief
executive.

Oply a half century ago, within the
legislative halls of the atate were heard
dlacussions of enactments by which the
Mormops could be legally expelled from
the, biate of Illinois; -now the doors of
the i capitol building are thrown
opefti “to forty-four Eidera of that same
orgaxization—the Church of Jesus
Chrjst of Latter-day Saints, who rep-
rescnt the missionary force of the state
of Ilinels;. . and from.the Springfiald
Dregs commes puch expressons’is the' fol-
lﬂingﬂT{ﬂ whageh, gt o 1gply vy s
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*The Elders who are in attendance
at the conference, are men who would

the Eldera of thls attract favorable notlee anywhere. They

| are men of intelligence, of good address
and acquainted with affairs. They are
able preachers of the word, as they un-;
| derstand it. |
1 “It i3 somewhat of a commentary on
'the advancement of clvilization, that
these men are now able to preach fear-
leasly their doetrine In the very state
where their Prophet was put to death
only a half century ago, and hls people
driven forth as wanderers on the face,
of the earth.” [

The Springfield Monitor of September|
17, 1898: 1

“Mormon Gathering-——Fifty Elders of
the faith present at the opening ses-
slon. The semi-annual conference of
Northern and Southern Illinois opened
at the State House yesterday. _The‘
sesslons were held in Representative's
Hall and weTe attended by fifty Elders
and many oltizens who were Interested
fn the religion of the sect."——Sprlng-‘
field Journal, Sept. 17, 1898, i

“The Church of Latter-day Saints
has over 200 members in the state of
Ilinois. Over fifty have been added
to the membersh!p since the last semi-
| annual conterence., ‘The Elders in at-
tendance are all intelligent looking
men; some of them are quite interest-,
ing. The Eldera welcome the attend-|
ance of everybody without regard to
sex, race of color. They are ready to
explain thelr faith to any who deslre
enlightenment.”-—Springfield Reglater, |
Sept. 17, 1898.

There were In attendance, besides
the Elders of the Northern and South-|
ern Illinois confcrence, Louls A.Kelsch,
presldent of Northern States Misslon;
Bec.J. E. Cardon and wife, and Elder
E. W. Croft, presldent of Wisconsin|
conference.

During these three days of cenfer-
ence the principles of the Gospel were
presented to the hearers in plalnness,
and the distinctive features of Mor-
monism were made to appear in strik-|
Ing contrast to the prevalling beliefs
of Christlanity but lm most beautiful
harmony with the Beriptures, reasonl
and truth.
| Sunday morning in Priesthood meet-
{ing the Elders were given their com-
panions and assigned to thelr respec-
tive flelds, and after giving in their
reports for the past six months, were:
glven much good counsel and instruc-|
tion by Elder Louis A. Helsch, Elders
J. E. Cardon and E. W. Croft, after:
which the conference closed with the
same good spirit which had attended
throughout. We all felt much encour-
aged, nnd were fired with renewed
zeal, strength and determination for,
' the proclamation of truth.

We wish to expressa our appreclation
and thanks for the "News,” which isl

isfaction.

We also desire to say to any of the
Baints at home who have relatives or
friends living in Illinois or St. Louls
-whom they would like to have the
t Elders vialt, we should be pleased to,
call on such retatlves or friends.

Please send addresses to conference!
prealdent who will have the Eiders
call if they can make it convenient.

Your brethren In the Gospel,
MAHONRI M. STOOKEY,
Clerk.
MELVEN J. BULLOCK,
President of the Southern Illinojs Con-
ference,
Of the Southern Illincis Conference.
E. P. MIDGLEY,

Clerk.
o 1 B MeCARREY,
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In the Wisconsln Conference.

I"ond du Lac, Wils., Sept. 28, 1898,
The Lord is still attending the lae
bors of His servants in thig portlon

His vineyard, =
Bince our last communleation we
have conversed with a great many

people both In public and In priv
and have walked over a greatrziéarl:f
territory. Last week Elder T, P
Thompson and J. C. Murdock called ai
a residerfce In Forest to offer a traet
and ask for the privilege of conversing
upon the Gospel. It had been raining
and they were obliged to clean the
mud from thelr shoes before entering
the house. While doing =0, the lady
of the house came out to meet them:
and as they were about to Introduce
themselves, she Inquired if they were
not "“Mormon’ Elders; to which they
replled in the affirmative, She wal-
comed them into the houge and with
the greateat of rapture sald she haa
been praying for thirty vears for the
Lord to send them to her door. She
then related her experience among the
Balnts fn Utah, where she had gone
more than thirty vyears ago with g
friend who belonged to the Church
and who went to Salt Lake to
receive her endowments.
stated that she recelved a blessing un-
der the hands of President Brigham
Young while there; all of which, she
1aid, had been fulfilled, exXcept the
roming of the Elders to her door, and
that that was now fulfllled.

Her "Mormon' lady friend gave her
a bound volume of the Journal of Dija-
courses, which she and her husbapa
had read through several times an#&
that, in connection with swhat ghe
learned f{n Salt Lake City, converted
her to Mormonism, and now she de.
sires baptism.

Last evening, when we went Into the
street to hold an open-alr meeting we
found the crusaders tiere with their
band, occupying our favorite corner,
and had attracted a large crowd; we
Hstened until they were through, ex-
pecting to try to keep the crowd, and
thought to hold services; but when
they left, they were f[ollowed by the
crowd, 50 we went our way, too. AR
we pasgsed their hall where they were
holding forth agaln, Elders E. R.Lind-
Bay, L, T. Jones and J. C. Murdock
felt impressed to go In and listen, and
while there the persuaslve words of the
Crusaders, together with their singing,
induced several persons to step for-
ward to be prayed for, tha they might
be “converted.” One man knelt there
for a long tlme but could not acknow).
edge thaf any change had taken place
in him. At length when he had been on
his knees for more than two hours, the
Elders arose to leave the room, when
the candidate for conversion arose and
turning to them, sald: "Gentlemen, I
am no more converted than I was at
and pointing to Elder Lindsay,
sald: “Don’t you want t0 say some-
thing?"* Elder Lindsay sald he wouwld
be pleased to do so with the consent of
the presiding officer. Permission was
granted and he addressed the audlence
upon the principles of the Gospel for
about fifteen minutes with great pow-
Br. When the Elders left the hall, the
whole audience followed.

The work Is very encouraging In this

conference, and we all rejolce in the

manifestatjons of the hand of the

L.ord. =
the Gospel,

Your brother in
J. D. CUMMINGS,
Clerk of the Wisconsin Conference.

A letter has reached Vancouver from
8t. Michaels saying that the ballon-

looh irtp and staked 25

£

¥
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.1 ists pent gut to search for.Andree.wers .
Con-|.there, They have.zivén ‘up; their balee .
Alalmagr Gispna



