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REMARKS.

By Elder Francis M. Lyman, al the
Tabernacle, Salt Lake Uity, (during
the General Corference) Tucsday
morning, April bth, 1692,

Whiile [ attempt to speak to you, m{
brethren and sisters, this morning,
feel morethan ever In my life the neces-
s8ity of your falth and prayers, and I
suggest that it is good discipline for
the mind, whenever our Lrethren rise
to apeak or pray in our behalf, that we
offer up a silent prayer, rekiing God to
bless gur brother in bis speaking ond
in_ his praying.

There are precious seasons where so
many Latter day Saints nieet together
to worshipsthe Lord and to tramsact
business that pertaine to the building
up of ¢ur Fathei’s kingdom in the
earth, The Lord has been very gra-
cious to all of us during this confer-
ence, and in spite of the bad weather
the people have had faith encugh to
gather together in great numbers, man-
jfesting their deep interest in the work
of the Lorv;, aud our brethren have
been greatly blesred in spenking ta us
the words of truth and of instruction
suited to the requirements of the Lat.
ter-day Sainta. )

We find that from the beginning the
childrer of God have had reasons of
trial. All the changes, all the revela-

tions, all the movemeunls of the people’

have in & measure tend@d to try some
of those who profess faith in the Lord.
The ttials of the people go as far back
gy we are acquainted with their ils-
tory, not only In this dispensation, but
in aill diepensations. There seems 1o be
a power and an influence opposed to
the purposes of our DMaker, trying to
thwart His Jdesigns; and, looking at it
from a human standpoint, tie opposer
of the Lord has been- apparently suc-
cessful; at least,n great many things
have occurred that would seem to dis-
appoint the hopes and expectations of
tﬁe followersof the Bavic:; and [ sup-
pose thut Do greater disappointment
ever occurred in the experience of
God’s children on the earth than when
the Savior Himself laid down HIs life,
W ith all that He hiad #aid, with all the
references that He had made tothe
Iaying down of His life, and with all
that had been said In the revelatio: s to
the Prophets of old, no one was pre-
pared for the death of the Bavlor, With
allthat had been enid by the Prophet
Joseph to his brethren and tbe Saints
of God in early days, there was uot
one soul, save it might be the Prophet
himeclt, that was prepared fir the
pacrifice of hia hife. No one ever
thought that he would be 2lajny No
one c¢ver thought that his brother
Hysum would be slain. They were
not prepared for it. Nelther were they
prepared for many of the revelations
tbhat the Lord gave. Although we are
a people of revelation, founded upon
the rock of revelation, ¥yet there ia
hardly a revelation given by the Lord
to the Latter-day BSaints but takes
them unprepared.  They had not
thought it would be just that way, but
that something elee would have been
revealed. Andthese revelations and
requirements of the Lord have always
been,in a mensure, trials to the people;
not to all of them, but to a great many.
Many pecple have turned away from
the truth beocause things did not come
exsctly to sult them. Now, the in-
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structions that the Latter-day Balnts
have had from the beginning have
been to the effect that they should live
their religion, keep the command-
ments of the Lord, and =0 live that
they might have the testimony of
the Holy Bpirit abiding in their hearts,
If these instructions had been followed
very closely and carefully by all the
Latter-day Saints, I belleve that they
would have been fairly prepared, at
least, to receive any ordor, any revela-
tion nnd any changes that were neces-
snry for the aceomplishment of the
Lord?s purposes in the earth, But we
arya little cureless and neglectful ot
the duties that devolve upon up, and
we do not order vur lives ag carefully
as we oughtto do. We are not as par-
ticular in regard to the worship of the
Liord; we are not as particular in par-
taking of the sacrament; we have not
learned (o Jove the sacrament and to
comprehend it as we ought to do, so
that all Israel are gathered together on
the Sabbath day to partake of the sac-
rament. We have not yet learped to
comprehend the importance of prayer

‘g0 thoroughly and perfectly but what

we forget and neglect our prayers.
They are neglected in the father’s
house, andjin the son’s houge, and in

the daughter’s house. We are
careless also in  regard to our
tithing. Although the  TLord bles-

pes ug abundantly, and provides ue
witli fruitful seasons as Hg did last
year, yet the Latter-day Saints become
carelesg in regard to thelr tithing, And
I suppose thiere 1s always an excuse in
the heart of every brother and ofevery
family where there s o  fall-
ing off in regard to tiudle, in
regard to prayer, in regard to attend-
ing meeting and the conferences and
to the worshipof the Lord. I wonder
what excuse we can make as Latter-
dry Saints for the mneglect of gur
tithing, The reports of thia year from
many of the Biakes of Zion would {n-
dicate that the |eople are becoming
poorer; that our increase and our in.
terest have not been so much during
the laxt year a8 in years before. Yet
the fact is, we are increasing in num-
bei: weare extending our farms; we
are increasing cur merchandizing; we
are engaging In morebusiness enterpri-
ece;and if we feed ae well, apd clothe 23
well, and lay by a little every year, as
we ogpught to be doing, our tithing
fairly and honestly paid, should bave
been a little better. I[f you and [ do
not pay more, there ought 10 be others
eoming np, for there in a littie gener-
ation of young men coming to maturity
who should have become tithepayers
independent of their tathere; and the
tithings of the people should increace,
unless there is afamine or some great
renson why fhere should be a falling
off. I desire to emphasizs this before
all Israel, that our tithings ought to
increase year by year, and alsc our
disposition, to attend the woiship of
the Lord, to attend to our prayers, to
observe faithfully the Word of Wlsdom,
and to lncrease-in good works year
by  year. We ought to be
better men. We ought to be
more careful, more circumspect, more
faithful and devoted to the orti than
we have been in the past. This is as
neceseary ag it is that the child should
grow {rom childhood . to youth,
and to manbood wnd old age. We
ovght to grow and improve In our

morals, in our falth, in our integrity
and in our bumility day by day. [here
ought never to be a negessity for the
remarke that were made yesterday by
President ©Cannon and President
Bmith. There ought not to be uny
feeling nmony the Latter-day Baints to
question the authority of God’s priest-
hood—the authority of the Teacher, or
the Priest, or the Bishop, or the Pree-
ident ot Btake, or the Apostle, or the
First Prasideney. From the First
Presidency and the Apostles through
all the other quorums there ought to
be that proper regard for authority and
senfority In the midet of the people-
and amongst the Priesthood that would
be pleaslng to the Lord. The Priest--
hood that we bear ought to be re-
apected. Men may be weai, and have
their fallings; bLut we ought to honot
the Priesthood that they bear and the-
authority that they exercise. 1 love to
honor and respect A man that God
honors. If the Lord can trust the-
Pritesthood with His servaute, I feel
that I can aflord to honor them. I care
pot what the degree of Priesthood is-
that a man bears; in fact, 1 can honor
the man that has made eovenant with
God to keep His commandments and is
bumble betore the Lord. [ cean love
and respect such persons for the hu-
mility that they have before God; for
they bave the friendship and favor
of the Lurd, aud I feel thatI can henor-

and treat them  kindly. And
when it c¢omes to my breth-
ren who preside over me and who-
who are associated with me in

the quorum to which I belong, and my
brethren the High Priests nnd 1he
Beventies and the chief Elders, why it
does seem to me that their words,
their counsels and their exhortations
should be soeacred that we could all
honor apd respect them. [ know that
in the guorum of the Apostles and
with the Presidency there 1s a feeliug
of respect, of honor and of chedience-
to thore who prepide over us. We
defer to cur seniors, and we honor and
respect them in their prealdency. If
there fs any lInck of respect for the
Presidency of the Church, in the-
Church or in any of the quorums of
the Holy Priesthood, I should be very

rty to witness It. [ huve always telb
xat Preciilent Woodruff wap to me the
same 8 President Taylor was—the
vicegerent of God, [ hbhave felt
that Prerident Wooodruff and Presi-
dent Taylor were the same to me-
and to the Church as Preside! t Brig-
ham Young, and they asthe Prophet.
of God; for these men have walked
right into the same authority snu the
snlne power, the same blessing, endow—
ment and responsibility, ar leaders of
Israel as was held by the Prophet Jo-
seph 8mith. Apdin the absence of
President Woodruff, T have always felt
—1I trust I may ever so feel—that {'res-
ident Cannon, or whoever may staud.
in the place that President Cannon
does today, is to me the same sa Presi-
dent Woodrofl as the President of the
Chureh and a8 the President of the
Conference; and in the abrence of the
President and his first Counselor, I
look upon the second Counselor as
the man who stands a8 the
mouthpicce of God to the peo-
ple. For these are three Presidents,
as [ upderstand it. [ understand that
in the days of the Prophet Joseph
S8mith he wus the Presidentof the



