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THE DESERET WEEEKLY.

B ’_I'_H—E INFAMY IS REVIVED.

A recent sditorial ju thls paper con-
lated our frlends in Iduho over
awakening tu justice

the powers that be in thet State
::c:oﬂndergone, apd the seemingly
jmminent restoration to thoee diefran.
ohised of ali tbeir rights as citizens,
In doing B0 We anticipated as to the
supreme court’s action, and in that
respeot find ourselves disuppolinted, a
dispateh from Boise dated yesterday,
and which appesrs elsew here in these
¢olumns, annoubeing that the saupreme
gourt hasdecided the teat'oath law to
be vonstitutional. The opinion with-
holding the right to register and vole
is the undivided notlon of the court.
The religlous test, or whatever else it
may be oalled by which the Idabo
Mormone wWere disfranobised, was made
a law by the leginlature only st year.
[ts provisions sre, in brnef, that any
man who, eince the first of January,
1888, or since be was elghteen years
old has been & member of or practiced
the bellefs of the Mormon Courch or
any ch urch or seot that teaches or has
taught the dootrine of patriarchal or
ploral marriage or bas taught, coun-
peled or aided any pereon Lo enter into
bigamy, polygamy or rimilar marital
eonditione, iz Jenied the right of vot-
jng at any public election iu the state.
The case which the supreme oourt has
Just decided was brougit a short time
Ago, by a maD who went belore the
registrar of Bear Lake county and sub-
poribed to the required oath. It was
olaimed that in doing this perjury was
committed, be being a member of the
Church aimed al; and he was subre-
quently arrested upen that cbarge. He
thereupon appiled to the supreme court
for & remedial writ on the ground that
the law Wwaa unconatiiutionsal, not
belng In consonance Witls sectlon 9,
arligle I of the United Btates Conatitu-
‘tion wnd agsinst B provieiold in the
state gonstitution, bot of whilch points
are overruled and the writ in (_ienlud.
The court bolds eubstaotially that
ex post [acto laws, or those retroagtive
in thejr pature, relate only to criminal
procedure, and thal the exercise of
suflrage ip not AD fnherent right but a
rivilege regulated by Inw; also'tha:
he law is not in the nature of a bill of
attainder, for that the gonstitution has
the night to determine what qualifica.-
tione shall obiain in the case of any
one exerclsing any privilege or bolding
ady office under the state, and that if
any person or class of persons comes
within the disqualifying clauee and g
rejeoted, he 15 properly rejected and
there ip no attalnder attaching to it so
long as it operates on all alike. _
Now, it seems to Uus thal thereis a
lack of profoundness in the conclusion
that the wire and beneficent provision
againet ex post fucto legislation has no
.other meaning than the protection of a

gratu
the gppnrent

.person gharged with & crime. There
iz wu epecial statule in every
state and territory aimed at

securing auch righta to defendants snd
it 1a known as a statute of limitations;
but even it cannot assfat o person to the
renewal of the right of suffrage when
once that right has been f{orfeited
through the suflering of punishment
for certaln erimes. It would appear
® that no matter whit construotion may

be placed opon the office of retroaptive
Jeglslation, one of the results of certuin

oritainal acts is the loss of the fran-
chire, which cannot thereafter in some
cases be restored, and that thls is part
ot the punishment inflicied. 1f, there-
fore, suoh deprivation of rights as the
people in Idaho bave updergone and
are underygolpg is a meane of pupish-
ment, wherein does the honorable
court make the conolusion that tbeir
disfranchisement fe a eivll and oot a
criminal matter barmonize with
sound loglo, to ray nothing of commen
sente? Does not the casestand thue;
The procedure ja striolly oivil when
the Mormon oould not be reached If it
were oriminal, and the effect of this
(being punisbhment} ie erimipoal; but

the element of orime has no relation to | py

the procedure (in the case of a Mor-
mon}, so that bis punishment cannot
be reviewed or ooneldered In the light
of ex port tacto leglslation! Is not
that about the size of iL? i

Agnin: The lawe provide and the
oourts have held that the franchise inm
this country is properiy and the best
property & man can bave, If that be
Lire cagse, upon what ground does the
I[daho court stand when it solemnly
declares that voting is & mere privilege
to be regulated by the state? What
mnkes the state, and of what s it com-
posed? Is it ootthose same men who
clalm apd exercise the right to vote
who are the oreators and uphbolders of
the publio edifice, which,the court rays,
bae In turn the right to distranchise
them with or without conviction of
orime¢? And can the thing created
become superior to the crealor?
Would it not scund better to say that
the atate haes the right to regulatle but
oot todeny? Yel there 18 o reason for the
court thinking and acting otherwise in
the fact that to regulale ImplHes to be
regular, that ia, uniform, lmpartial, not
burdening A with conditlons o which
B is not subjected, and roon. But hiow
could a leglslature pass a measure
nimed rolely at a ¢/@ss apd not {klend-
ed fur the annoyance of all who enter-
tain objectionable opinlons, if that
rule were followeo? ow could Mor-
mongs, who oniy belicve certaln things
at variance witb their Christlan breth-
ren, be assailed, and Catholice (for In-
stance) who perhaps entertain certaln
views of government not strictly in
burmony with republleanirm, be let
alone?

There is a good deal in the opinion
that seems ut this distance very evagive
and uncertain as a legal instrument,
and very flxed and definite ag a reflex
of the spirit of polities] fapatioism In
which the law was born. Those who
framed and favored the odious aot were
determined t al those to whom they
were opposed should not vote. In the
accomplishment of suwch selfish and
wholly unworthy purpose they invoked
the ald ¢t the }Jaw and have obtalned
what for the present answers thelr pur-
pose—a decision affirming ite conetitu.
tionality. But the end I8 not yel!

ANCIENT SCIENCE.

The most profitable as well as
pleasurable lalor of the arohmologist
ought to be the unearthing of traces of
former but long extloot olvilizatipn. It
iz olalmed thst the high intelieotunal
and sclentifip development to which
the present age has attained is but a
return of what exlsted in the long

agone apd bad iis rie, pionacle and
fall. Qurs ia at its helght, or very
pearly go,one would think; and if with
the going out of the century or any
olber adjacent perlod our great ekiil
and marked accomplishmenta shall be-
gin to wane, it will be the besl but not
the only evidenco that the idea ia
ocorrect.

It is now related in current literary
cirgles that Mr. Flinders Petrie, who
has been studylog for two ¥Years al
Qizeb, ls convinced that the Egyptinn
stope-workera of 4000 years ago had a
surprising acquaintance with what
had been conszidered modern Lools.
Among the many tools used by the
ramid builders were both solid and
tubular drille and straight aud eireular
saws. The drills, like those of today,
were sot with Jewels (probably corun-
dum, as the diamond was very scarce},
and even Iathe tools had such cutting
edges. Bo remarkable was the guality
of the tubular drills and .bhe akill of
the workwen thai the gutting marks
ln hard granile givemo indioation of
wear of the lool, while a out of a
tenth of an looch waa made in the
hardest rook at eaoh revolution, and a
bole through both the hardest and
aoftest muaterinl was hored perfeotly
smoeth and uplform throughout, Of
the material and method of making
the tools notbing is known.

It 8 olaimed that the anelents had
railroads, but this 1s more or iese
visionzry, the evidence belug very
soant if existing at all, The fact that
we kpow so little and }inks of informa.
tlon uniting ua with the past are being
discuvered so numerourly of jate, la
the means of making meny people
believe, and perbaps vefors the gener-
ation is gone all wiil believe and many
will know,

AS TO STATEHOOD AGAIN,

The organ of the Lijberal party at-
tempts no conceslment of the faot that
the sole necessity for the contlnuasnce

of that party I8 to oppose “imminent
statehood,”? which it aftects to think
would be otherwise very ‘‘imminent
within the next four months.’?

The organ of the Demooratie party,
probably 1o pursusnce of ite frankiy
vxpressed hopethat the Liberal party
in this county will not disband until
after the npext eolection, deesires the
statebhood gquestion Ekept promineni.
1t co~fesses ita partisanship
in the hdpe referred to; nod yet it
proceeds to read lhe DESERET NEWS,
which {s a non-partisan paper, and has
po partissn hopes, a moral lecture on
s‘insincere avowals made with a sinis-
ter purpose?’ and on n Ueparture [rom
ssthe polioy of fair pluy whigh bas
been obaraoleristic of that [this] paper.”’

We onn hardly concelve the neces-
sity of replylog to such Inslnuations
from sugh a source. Yal the invita-
tiop la one that may not well be re-
sisted; eapecially when il f» oharged
tbat it our *‘zesl to state the non-
political attitude of the Mormon
cburoh offiaiale’? we have ‘‘gobe too
far,”” and that our position s not
warranted by the sentiments of s vast
majority of the people we “olaim to
represent.”’

L uB see,
If there 1s any one thing that the

DrskgRET NEws desires,or Liag derired,
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