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CHAPTER 1.

A LAWYER AND III3 CXJEXT.

rcojmjtuKD.! "

A full hour was passed after this be--;
tweea the two la earnest coagulation.
and when they iartcU. lawyer and client
shook each other warmly by the hand
hivlnn inlvail an nnrfAratand

, lnjr, which, whatever might hare been
the nature or its conditions, was mum- -

m.1 1 v af 1 f -- fnrv.
After Mr. .Spotter's departure the

lawTer reflectively stroked hi mous- -
tache,' Lut there was a 8 mile upon hi

i face that was sardonic In the extreme.
Evidently Mr. rjpearwell had found the
character and business of his new client
eminently to his taste, and had no doubt
that he possessed the ability to reap a
E:1 Jen harvest from the proceedings he

undertaken to institute. It Is not
necessary to say that, notwithstanding
his well acted caution at the commence-
ment of the Interview, and his apparent
hesitation preliminary to the offer of his
services, he was eairer from the first to
get control of the case, his only anxiety
btinjr ati the power or Inclination of
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ww prepared to take all other chanceeno matter how hazardous.
Mr. was startled out of his

reflections by some one entering his
ottlce. Turning around he recognizedthe Intruder at a glance, and immediate-
ly exclaimed:

"Ah, Keedy, glad to see yon. Your
coming sav s mo the bother of writing
you a note."

"Another innocent victim, eh, Bpear-- :
well?" replied the new comer, who was
a man or about thirty, or a nondescript
appearance, having nothing about It to
indicate uu station in society. .Not a

' few of his class may be seen every day
hansrinsr around the skirts of the City
Hall and at the J unction of Montgomery
and California streets. 2so physiognomist could be ever tempted to trust them
with a dime,, and probably it is not too
much to say that no honest man has
ever encouraged their acquaintancewithout having had good reasons for re
penting it arterwaru.

" That's, not to the point," the lawyersaid a little harshly. .".Business la busi-
ness. &nd if one la paid for doing it I
.don't see what elae la wanted. That is
the way to regard the question If I un-
derstand it rightly. ow, if you have
nothing to do, I have a little aflair to
place in your hands, for which, if you
manage it as cleverly as you did the last,I will see that you are still better paid.'"All right, my boy; I'm your man,and if there is money in the way you
well know that I will not scrapie at tri- -

a m a i it w aues. iueanwnue x m naru up; can you
help me with twenty dollars down?"

To be sure I can." SDearwell Quick
ly replied, taking some gold from his
pocket and banding the sum mentioned
to dm companion. "There." he contln
ed, "is your retainer which pledges your
vei services to me; ana now, you must
listen attentively, while I explain to
you all that is necessary for you to
.know."

"uo aneau z out J. say. lr mere is anymore fkiee swearing in it, mind you, I
- must geisomeming nanasoxne. a man
oughtn't to perjure his soul cheaply.
snouia nes" expostulated tae man
Reedy In a tone of voice Intended to be
serenely virtuous.

uorue, come, no nonsense; I mean
business, and no play at hypocrisy can
deceive me, as you ought tocnow before
this time. I have satis fled you in the
matter or payment previously, haven'tI!" the lawyer enquired somewhat
neerinsrly.
"Well, I won't aay no; but let me

hear what I am to do. and I'm with you.wnateverrt is," iieeay saia witaoath.
".Now you'ro sensible, and I will at

once explain to you the precise trouble.
only withholding names for the pres
ent," air. epearweii proceeded, with.
mm usual cannon, "it will oe enoughxo state mat mere is a genueman wno
has become thoroughly disgusted with
his wife, and Is determined, by fair
means or foul, to procure a divorce from
her. The Lady, from what I have dis-
covered, belongs to thenltra righteous
few whose reputation for Spartan, virtue
does not depend upon empty supposi-
tion, and who are so strictly correct in
their conduct aa to afford no ground for
complaint. For some time past the
husband has vainly sought to trap his
wife, without allowing her to discover
hia intention, into some mistake of
propriety, so as to obtain what we law-
yers call a casus bUi for active pro
ceedings against ner, and He la now
aufflolently desperate, being resolved
upon freeing himself from, what he
terms his 'hateful connection' at al
nazarus, to nave recourse to legal
strategy to accomplish his purpose, lie

. has consulted me about the matter,and I
nave aa vised him upon a course or action
wnicn is bound to be successful, 11

cunningly pursued, and with hia con
sent the necessary steps are to be at once
taxen. All wis is simple enough, and
so, also, is the part I wish to assign to
you in tne comedy, ana ror which, as 1
have already promised, you will be well
paja" '

"And my part of the performance is
what?" enquired the attentive listener,

"Exceedingly simple, as I have said,"continued the lawyer. "You are a
clever fellow. Reedy. I well know, and
would do much for a frequent employer
of your services .who so liberally pays for
them as l do. itemember. runner that in
this Instance you will be better rewarded
than ever before Well, then, the planis this: The purity of the wife's charac-
ter must be aswalled, and I have decided
that you shall be the gay Lothario to
worK it out. ro, ao not interrupt me
yet. it is the easiest thing in the world,as inave arranged is witn tne nusoand.
'If you consent to carry out my
instructions, as x reel assurea you
win, all that you will have to Uo
is this : Take a message from me to
the gentleman, who will see you at the
hour I shall send you, and conduct you
secretly to his wife's bedroom, where
you will hide yourself under the bed or
in some other place until the lady shall
make her appearance, and partially un-
dress, when you will show yourself, and
the husband enter the room. t You will
then be accused of being harbored byhis wife, and she charted with inndeli
ty. That may be suddent, but if anylalse swearing be subsequently required,
you are to do it."

"Well, it is a villalneua arrangement.x must say," xteeay empnaucaiiy re-
marked; "and all the dirty work Is for
me to do, as usual; but say five hundred
dollars, half now and half whea it's
over, and I'll do It."

Agreed your hand upon It, the
lawyer exclaimed, and the two villains

.anooJt hand.
S be coniiimed.
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