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shall have your battalion even if it
is to be furnished from the elders of
our church and so it was
those men enlisted in the service of
the united states and marched to
the pacific coast had it been the
purpose of the latter day saints to
establish an independent kingdom
in the land their opportunity was
when they first entered this valley
they were removed a thousand
miles from the frontiers of the
united states there was no pros-
pect at that time of there
very soon being a means of
rapid communication between
this valley and the east the
pie bad been ie A here by a man
whom they learned to reverarevere and
love a man who possessed pre emideml
bently the qualities of a king had
the saints desired one but when
they settled in this place isolated
from the rest of the world from the
east and the west from the north and
the south did they take that course
no as soon as practicable they ap-
plied for admission into the unionviedtheyhey could not forget notwithstand-
ing all the opportunities by which
they wwereere surrounded that their
destinyny was linked with the destiny
of that nation whose constitution
god had inspired

there was another time when a
crisis arose which gave the latter
day saints a very excellent oppo-
rtunity of manifesting any feeling of
unfriendliness they might have en-
tertained against the government
there came a period when the
union was severed when powerful
states one after another seceded
from it and their representatives
left the hallsballs of congress it was a
question as to whether the seceders
would not be successful in their
enterprise if there hadbad beegunbeen un-
friendliness in the hearts of the lat
ter day saints against the govern-
ment then was their opportunity to
show it to have not only a north
and a south but a west as well
Jjust about the time the waxwar was
breaking ououtt the telegraph line con-
necting us with the east waswan com-
pleted and the first message that
went over the wires was one from
brigham young saying utah
stands firm in her allegiance and
does not secede

president george Q cannon here
leaned over and whispered to elder
Porobertsberts who thereupon remarremarkedkedl
I1 am informed by brother cannon
that there were overtures made
to our representative in con-
gress by the seceding states of
the south asking us to unite with
them in that movement but those
opportunities were and
why because we knew who the
master builder of this ship of state
was and that our destiny was
linked with it

of late we have given further evi-
dence of our loyalty tc the country
in which we live I1 do not believe
the pages of history can reveal a
quieter submission on the part of a
people to what havebeen regarded as
unjust laws we have borne that
which other communities would not
haveleave tolerated

the other day in reading a
little of our history I1 came uupon
the words of a man who is highly

esteemed in the midst of israel a
manmad who joined his fortunes with
the church when to all human ap-
pearancepearance that chunchurchh would crum-
ble and go to decay a man who has
been well and honorably known
among us whom we revere and
who today occupies a high station
in the church I1 mean our vener-
able brother daniel H wells
when hebe saints had been settled
in this land four years when they
were celebrating the anniversary of
the entrance of the pioneers into
this valley he made these remarks
which I1 will read

it has been some that
this peopleeople abused mal treated in-
sulted robbed plundered murdered
and finally franchiseddisfranchiseddis and
ted would naturally feel reluctant to
again unite their destiny with thebe
american republic no
wonder that it was thought by someome
that we would not again submit our-
selves even while we were yet scorn-
ed and ridiculed to return to our
allegiance to our country remember
that it was by the act of our native
country not oursoura that we were elpa
striatedtria ted and then consider the opportu-
nity we had of forming abher ties
lotlet this nasr while we lift the veil and
show the policy which dictated us
that country that constitution those
institutions were all ours they are
atillstill ours our fathers were heroes of
the revolution under the master
spirit of an adams a jefferson and a
washington they declared and main-
tained their independence and dundei
the guidance of the spirit of truth they
fillifulfilledtilled their mission whereuntowhere unto
they were sent from the presence of
the father because demagogues
have arisen and seized the reins of
power should we relinquish our in-
terest in that country made dear to us
by every tie of association and con-
sanguinity those
who have indulged such sentiments
concerning us have not read mormon-
ism aright for never no never will
we desert our countrys cause never
will we be found arrayed by hiiethe side
of her enemies although she maymatcherish them icherin her own bosom Aalt-
hough she may launch both the
thunderbolts of war which may
return and spend their fury upon her
own head never no never will we
permit the weakness of human nature
19 triumph over our love of country
our devotion to her institutions
handed down to us by her honored
sires made dear to us by a thousand
recollections

those were the sentiments of the
latter day saints luin that day andi
bellevebelieve they are their sentimentssent ments to-
day it is fur us in the future there-
fore as in the past to be guided by
these patrioticpatrioticatri otic sentiments

it frequently happens when a
member of a family iuin the east or
in foreign lands joins the church
that the rest of the family in their
spirits turn against him and become
unfriendly jesus himself under
stood that principle when he said
that his gospel would set father
against son and sonSOB against father
mother against daughter and
daughter against mother and
mother in law against daughter in
law that a mans enemies should be
the members of his own household
not that the gospel which he pro
mulgated engendered bitterness and
strife in those who accepted it but
the bitterbitternessnew the ranorancourour the hawhate

were engendered in those who re-
jected it and it was because of this
that the breaking up of that senti-
ment which should unite and gen-
erally does unite families and kin-
dred together occurred it frequent-
ly happens that the one who accepts
the gospel is regarded as the black
sheep of the flock and is
driven out from hisbis fafatherstherla
household but he gathers to
zion where hebe finds a multitude
of fathers and mothers of brothers
and sisters and friends who are
dearer to him than those from whom
liehe has been separated when hebe
comes here what does he do the
spirit which attends that part of the
gospel which elijah introduced iuin
our dispensation which turns the
hearts of the children to the fathers
rests upon him and he goes forth
in righteousness unto the temples of
our god and becomes a savior unto
his fathersfathersl household

so let it be with us in regard to our
country though singled out as ob-
jects for special legislation though
unloved and let it be our
part to become a savior in
this our national household for
whatever the conduct of those
who administer the laws in
this land waymay be however unjust
however partial however oppressoppressiveoppreasiveive
it is for us to hug hhardard those
principles of liberty which are en-
twined with the institutions of our
country and to maintain them
though all the rest of the world should
prove untrue to them inasmuch as
this shall be our course rest assured
latter day satiatesaints that bondage will
not be ours for god has decreed
that this land should be a land of
freedom to thosethore who inhabit it if
they persist in iniquity then those
who so conduct themselves will be
dealt with by the handband of almighty
god but those who are righteous
those who live in harmony with
the decrees of god concerning our
glorious land shall dwell in peace
and feed richly at the feast of liberty
which god has promised to his chil-
dren
dren

I1 pray that our spirits may be
strong that our hearts mitymay be
moved that our hands may not
faroarop that our knees may not shake
butut that we may be friends to god
friends to our country and to our
countrymen and that finally under
the guidance and direction of that
spirit which actuated the fathers
otof our republic we may rescue from
destruction the principles of liberty

h are inseparably connected
with the constitution of our land

the choir sang the anthem
101 0 be joyful in the lord 1

benediction by elder G B F
wells

CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE

the american miner who
visits the alps will very likely
notice the absence of many mine-
ral deposits that are frequently
met with in the mountains of
america amid all the mighty

of the alps no beds of
coal or iron have yet uenbeen found


