sliall have your battalion, even if it
is to be furnished from the Elders of
our Church.” Amnd 8o it was,
Those men enlisted in the service of
the Uuited Stutes and marched to
the Pacific const. Had it been the
purpose of the Latter-day Saints to
establish nu independent kiugdom
in the land, their opportunity was
when they firat entered this valley.
They were removed a thousand
miles from the frootiers of the
United States. There was nu pros-
pect at that - time of there
very soon belog o pienns of
rapid cummunication betweeu
this valley and the east.
ple had been led here by a mau
whom they learned to revere and
love, a man who possessed pre-emi-
pentiy the qualities of a kiug, hud
the Saints deeired one. But when
they settled in this place, isolated
from the rest uf the world, from the
east and the west from the north and
the south, did they take that course?
No, 88 soon 88 practieable they ap-
Plied for admission into the Unlon.
They could vot foryret, notwithatand-
ing all the opportunties by which
they were surrouuded, that their
destiny wans linked with the destiny
of that notion whose Constitution
God had {nspired.

There wuas apother time when a
crisig aross which gave the Latter-
day Saluts a very excellent oppor-
tunity of mnnifesting any feeling of
unfriendliness they might have en-
tertnined ngninst the government.
There came n perivd when the
Union was severed, when powerful
fAtates, one after apother, seceded
from it, and their representatives
Jeft the halls of Cougress. It was n
guestivon 4B Lo whether the seceders
would nput e succeseful in ctheir
enterprise. If there had been un-
friendliness in the hearts of the Lint-
ter-day Bainls agninst the govern-
ment, then was their opportunity to
show il, to have pnot only a north
and =2 south, but a west ng well,
Just about the time the war wuas
breaking out the telegraph liue con-
pecting us with the east was com-
pluted, and the first messaye that
wont over the wires wus ope from
Brighatn Youuk, sayiug: “Utah
stunds firm in her alleginnee and
does not secede.””

President Geerge Q. Cannon here
lenned over and whispered to Elder
Roberts, who thercupon remarked:]
I am fuformed by Bruther Cannon
that thure were overtures made
to our representntive in Con-

“gress by the secediug Btates  of

the Bouth asking us to unite with
them in that movement; but those
opportunit.ies were Uisgegnided. And
why? Because we Rpew who the
Master builder of this ship of State
wns, and that our destiny was
linked with it.

Of Inte we havegiven furthorevi-
dence of our loyalty tc the country
in which we live. I do not believe
the pages of history cau reveal a
guieter submission on the part of a
prople to what havebeen reganied as
unjust laws; we have borpe that
whioh other communpities would not
have tolernted.

The other day, in reaing »n
little of our history, I came upon
the words of a mau who js highly
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estecrued in the midst of Isrnel—n
man who joined his furtunes with
the Church when to all humau ap-
pearauce that Church would crum-
ble and go to decay—n rnan whe has
been well and honorably knewn
among us, whom we revers, aud
wlho tuday occupies n high station
in the Church. [ mean our vener-
able Brother, Daulel H. Wells.
When he SBaints had beeun settied
in this laud four years, when they
were celebrating the aupiversary of
the entrance of the ploneers into
this valley he made these remarks,
which I will read:

‘It bas been thought hy some that
this Jyeople, ahugred, mal treated, in-
aulted, rohbed, plundered, murdered,
and ﬁnal[&r disfranchised and expatria-
ted, would naturally feel reluctant to
agaid unite their destiny with the
American republic.” * & * & Ng
wonder that it was thought by &cme
that we would not again submit our-
selves (even while we were yet scorn-
ed and ridieuled) to return to our
allegiance to our country. Remember
that it was by the act of our pative
country, not ours, that we were expa-
triated, and then consider the opportu-
nity we had of forming ovher ties.
Lot this pass while we lift the veil and
show the policy which dictated us.
That country, that Constitution, those
iostitutious were all ours; thay are
#till ours. Our fathers were heroes of
the Revolution. Under the muster-
apirit of an Adams, a Jefferson, and a
Waslungtou, they declared and main-,
tained their independeace, and uader
the guidance of the spirit of truth they
fulfiiled their mission where-unto
they were sent from the presence of
the Father. Bocaose emagogues
have arisen and seized the reins of
power, should we relinguish our in-
terest in that country made dear to us
by every tie of association and con-
saDguinity?”? % % = = & {(Thoge
who have ndulged such sentimenis
concerning us have not raad Mormon-
ism aright, for never, no never, will
we dessrt our country’s cause; never
will we be found arrayed by the side
of her enemies, alihough she ma
cheriah them in he! own bosomt.  Al-
though she may laubnch both the
thandsrbolta of war, which may
roturn and spend their fury upon her
own head, never uo never, will we
permit the weakness of human nature
Lo triumph over our love of country,
our devotion to her Institutions,
handed down to us by her ‘honored
sires, made desar to us by a thousand
recollections.”

Those were the sentiments of the
Latter-day Saints lo that day, andfl
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were epgendered in those who re-
Jected it; and it was bhecause of this
that the breakiog vp of that senti-
meut which should unite, and geu-
evrally does unite, families aud kiu-
dred together occurted. It frequent-
Iy happens thatthe one who accepts
the Gospel is regarded as the black

sheep of the flock, and s
driven out from his father’s
household. But he gathers (o

Zion, where he findg a multitude
uf fathers and mothers, of brothers
and sisters, and friends who are
dearer to him than those from whom
lte hus buen separated. When he
comes here what does he do? The
Spirit whiel atteuds that part of the
Gospel which Eljjah futroduced in
our dispensation, which turus the
hearts of the children to the fathers,
vests upon him, and he goes furth
in righteousness unto the temples of
our (lod and becomes a savior unto
htis fathers’? household.

So let it be with usin regand teour
country. Though piugledout as ob-
Jjects for specinl legislatiou, though
ualoved and untrusted, lot it be our

part to becolne a savior in
this our national household; for
whatever the counduct of those
who administer the Iaws in

this land may be, however upjust,
however partial; however oppressive
it is for us to hug hard thosu
prineciples of liberty which are en-
twined with the iustitutions of vur
country, and to maintain them—
though all the rest of the world should
prove untrue to them—inasmuch ns
this shall be our course, rest assured
Latter-day Saints, that bondage will
pnot be ours, for God has decrved
that this land should be a lauwd of
freedom to those who inhabitit. 1f
they persist in iniquity, then those
who wo conduct themselves will be
dealt with by the hand of Almighty
God; but those who are righteous,
those who live in harmony with
the decrees of God eoncerning vur
glorivus land shall dwell iu peace
and feed riehly at the feast of liberty
which God hns promised to bis ehil--
dren.

dren.

I pray that our spirite may be
strong, that our hearts may be
moved, thut our hands may not
Jrop, t,imt our knees may not shake,
but that we mny be fricuts to God,
frienda to our country, and to our
countrymen, and that finally,under
the guidanee and direction of that

believe they are their sent'ments to- ! Spirit which actuated the fathers

day. It i8 fur us in the future, there- | 53
fore, as iu the past, to be guidetl by |

these patriotic sentiments.

It frequently happens when a
member of a family in the east, or
in foreign lands, joins the Church
that the rest of the family in their
spirits turn agajust him and become
ubfriendly. Jesus himself under-
stood that principle when He snid
that His gospel would set father
agninst son and son against father
mother against daughter and
daughter against mother, and
mother-in-law agninst dnughter-in-
law; that u man’s enemijes should be
the members of his own household.
Not that the Gospel which He pro
mulgated engendered bitterness and
strife in thuse who accepted it; but
the bitterness, the rancour, the hate,

our republic we may rescue from
deatruction the principles of liberty,
whi h nre inzeparubly cobuected
with the Constitution of our land.
The eholr sang the anthem: -

40, bo joyful in the Lord.”

Benediction by Elder G. B. F.
Wells. ‘

CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE.

The American miner who
visits the Alps will very likely
notice the absence of many mipe-
ral deposits that are frequently
met with in the mountains of
America, Amid all the mighty
upheavings of the Al%a, no beds of

]

coal or iron hnve yet been found.



