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destroy the Churen? Oh, no. If
they had taken our houses and
lnnds and private properties it would
not have destroyed the €hurch; for
the Church is not to be destroyed.
God has estnblished it and will pro-
vide for it, and it will endure.

Do not be afrald that the Church
and Kingdom of God are about to
be destroyed or broken into pieces,
for they will not be. The Lord
overrules all these things. No na-
tion goes up and no nation goea
dowu but what the Lord has a hand
in such matters. He has a hand
over the earth and all that there is
in it, and He will control for His
honor and His glory, and for the
accomplishment of His purposes in
the earth. Ithank God that ourtrou-
bles have mot been more seripus. 1
thank God that there have not been
very many lives Jost, but that the
people have been preserved; I thank
the Lord that we are not subjeet to
moh violence, ns We were in early
times; I thank the Lord that those
days are past, and 1 trust they are
past forever.

The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Baints 18 incrensing in
numbers, inereasing in falth, in-
crensing  In  strength, spreading
abroad, occepying n greater terri-
tory In every dircetion. The Lord
is doing it and we cannot help it.
Let anyone take the trouble to try to
stop the progress of the Lord?!s
work; let some great man amongst
the Latter-day Saints try, and see
whether the Church and Kingdom
of God wiil be stopped or not, Let
him apostutize and turn awny from
the truth, and see whether the
Church will begin w halt in its
progress. If you have not seen
efforts enough of this kind in the
past, try, spome ot you who are very
powerful und feel that in the Church
of God nearly nll depends upon
you. DMalke the effort If you can
atford to. We have no need to
trouble, no mneed to fear, only for
curselves. Let every man be ener
gotic and faithful, and a good Lat-
ter-day Baint; let him be true to the
Kingdom of God) frue to his cov-
enants; let him overcome all his
wenhnesses, folly and besctting sius;
free himself from them, and 1nake
of the Lord his echosen, relinble
Friend; lean upon Him and have
His support. and then we uarv safte;
and there is no safety without this.

We cannot depend on one another
for support; but every man must de-
pend for his support upon Ged our
Eternal Father. Our lives should
be conslstent and pleasing. in the
sight of the Lord. We should be

pure in sentiment, pure in our
thoughts,upright and just in all our
ways. We should listen to the
counsels of' the Holy Spirit, and be
a united people.
break up into fragments, polltically
nor religiously. We cannot afford
to do it.

Efforts have been made by some
of our people to hold to demoeratic
principles—to join with the demo-
cratic party. But the democratic
party would not have us. The re-
publican party do not need us and
do not want us; and theonly chance
in the world for us is to be one
united party of the people. We
may hold to prineiples which are
good and true that the democrats
hold to, and those which are good
and true that the republicans hold
to. Any doctrines and principles
that are good and right in the re-
publle, we should hold to, and fos-
ter, but we cannot take part in
those whieh are not sound and true.
‘Then let us stand by the party that
has taken us safely through so far—
the party of the pecople; let us he
true to our own politics, hold to-
gether unitedly, and make the very
best usu of the very little franchise
that has been recently rescrved to us.

We live in a republie; where it is
said the majority rules; but it is
discovered now that the majority
does not rule in any republic. It is
not the rule of the majority, but it
ig the rule of the minority—the
same as It is with all other earthly
governments. The mipority rule
and not the majority. [ know of no
government on the earth where the
majority rules, except among the
Latter-day Baints. The majority
rules among them. No man can
hold a position, or stand in a respon-
gible place amonyg the Latter-day
Baintas except by common consent-—
by the voice of the majority; and
when the nisjority are against him
he must go.

But it Is not 8o in the United
Btates; it is not so in this Territory,
so far as our polltieal organizations
go; it is not s0 in any government of
the earth that I know anythlng
about, except among the Latier-day
SBaints. You may take our organ-

ization, and there is not a man |

stands when the majority is agninst
him. Let the majority declde against
an Apostle and he must leave his
place; he eannot stny unless the
people sustain him, The people
may reject somethlng that God
wants, but it takes the voice of the
people to sustain an Apostle. I
never saw one ordained, set wpart
and maintained in his position,

We should not!
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without the support of the people—
the majority. It is so in every
Stnke. Whenever the people of the
majority say they do not want the
President of that Stake they must
then have a new President. When-
evel the majority of the people of ‘4
Ward decide that they do not want
the Bishop of that Ward, then there
must be a new Bishop for it. What-
ever Is done, whatever office of
authority and position is held in the
Church of Chrisf, it must be by the
voice of the people, This is truly
republican.

Who rulesin tlils Territory? Who
makes cholee of the officers? The
majority? No. Asn matter of fact
the voice of o very few in our pre-
clncts and cities and counties and
Tertitory, and in the United Btates,
determine who shall be the men to
rule. If the voice of the majority
had determined, so far ns the voters
of the Unlted States were concerned,
wo would have had different men
for Presidenta at different times, and
we should find that the majority of
the popular vote would be in favor
of Grover Cleveland, instead of
General Harrison; but a majority ol
the States were in favor of Gencral
Harrison.

Now, [ expect the time to come
when the majority of the peopl®
will determine thls important ques-
tion, when the volee of all intelli-
gent people may be heard, as when
we come together here at our gen-
eral Conferences, and at our locsl
and quarterly Conferences, or in our
Wards, when we vote for Bishops
and other oflicers to preside over U8,
to be our servants and to labor for
us, we let all come who have the
right and the voice, and allow them
to spenk and voto for the man of
their cholee. The majority rule.
expect to see the timo In govert-
menta also when that wiil be the
cose—when not only men but
women will have the privilege of
voting, and have their voicts
heard in the selection of men 0
preside over them, and to be their
servants and rulers.

I expect the time to come whep
what ie done upon this earth will
be done as it Is now done by th®
Latter-day Baints—by the common
consent of all. The man who fuftl"
fully serves the people, has at biS
back the whole of that people. H_e
has thefr faith, their prayers, thei’
good wishes, and good will; and 80
it should be in every department ©
government. The man who serve
the people, ought to have thelr
united support, and then they have
strength.



