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DISCOURSE
red at the morgan stake confer-

ence morgan sunday feb-
ruary 1896 by

W

GEORGE 0 CANNON

ff BY ARTHUR WINTER

I1 am very pleased to have the
ity of meeting with the latter day
atsts in this stake of zion since I1
home I1 have tried to recall when it

II11I1 was here last I1 thin it was
eteenen or fourteen years ago it was

president taylor was living
waw causes have contributed to pre

ehlt visits here of course the twelve
VApestles visit the stakes regularly butbut

albadehave felt impressed of late that the

ItiatzatZ Sest presidency should also go around
lj ebba visit the people as tarfar as possible
s reason that we have not done this

i a greater extent has been president
woodruffs inability to endendureuretheahe fati
aette of travel his health is excellent

f torfor one of his age and he is able to per
form a good deal of labor but hb can

ott travelravel around as he once did I1

fj i e however that president smith and
myselfelf will be able to visit the confer

feces and let the people see us and we
see the people because a strange con
dicion of feeling has arisen among the
latter rddav saints concerning the author

ic 0off the church we hear things
ridr id concerning them that tometo me are ex

edia gly painful misrepresentation
abt to say calumny has been indulged
4 Na concerning the kirbt presidency of

oeae church and some of the twelve to
aw9 extent that I1 never believed pospossibleisible
among the latter day saints there
are causes for this with which doubt

the most of you are familiar
L

I1politicsrobicstics has causcauseded serious divisions and
v in various quarters and men

T uvehave allowed their tongues to sasay things
x which in their cooler moments and
irl ithee under the influence of the spirit

ica god they would shrink from I1 do
L laa know that I1 have heard of any talk

this kind being indulged in in this
stake 9 but in some stakes it has been
indulged intoin to a veveryry dangerous extent

now I1 desire to say to you my
iq ethren and sisters that the first
presidencyTresi dency of the church of jesus christ
rf latter day saints have been

mallyyandand as a body laboring with entire
singlenessglenessa of purpose and with entire
devotion to the work otof god and its

in the earth it may not be
improper for meas one of that council

1 maketake this statement because I1 ajam
roughlybly familiara i liar with the motives
lahee spirit and with the action of the
tl presidency president wilford

woodruff who holds thehe keys on the
earahear it at the present time isis a man in
whose praise it is I1 hope unnecessary
for me to speak those who know him
know that a more innocent guileless
pure lovable man never lived upon the
face of the earth there may have been
men with greater gifts men greater in
other directions but certainly no purer
man no more unassumingtiming man has ever
lived I1 have been familiar with the
leading men of this church from my
boyhood up and with some of them as
intimate as one man could be with
another and I1 speak in this manner in
regard to president woodruff with en-
tire confidence and know that that which
I1 say is borne out by the facts of his life
he labors with a diligence and a zeal
that I1 sometimes think too great for one
of his advanced years who
know him personally must be aware
and those who do not know him person-
ally must have heardheam that he is one of
the hardest working men we have ever
hadbad among us the lord has been with
him and has revealed his mind and will
to him the lord has sustained him
and the lord has blessed every man and
woman who has listened to his counsel
dna liashas borne testimony by the blessings
which he has bestowed that it was his
will that the counsels of his servant
wilford should be listened to and obey-
ed by the latter day saints of presi-
dent smith and myself I1 will not speak
farther than to say that we have en-
deavoreddeavo red to the extent of our ability
and of the power which god has given
us to sustain our president to be one
with him and to carry out as tar as we
could that which the lord has revealed
through him and to us as the first
presidencydency we have helped bear llishis
burdens and we have labored with such
diligence as we could in this direction
and I1 leelfeel led to say here this afternoon
that we have labored with all purity and
singleness otof purpose with entire de-
votion and unselfishness in the cause olof
our podcod in sustaining his work and in
performing the duties that devolve upon
us as the presidency of the church we
have not spared ourselves in any direc-
tion to accomplish this and have sought
with all tae faith and power that god
has given unto us to know the mind and
will of god concerning this people and
anis work so that we might be able to
perform the duties Wof me responsible
station that we hold we have not
sousought9 ht this position president wood-
ruff

woo-
dra you well know is not a man that
hadbad ambition or inspiration ot this
character when I1 was first called to
be a counselor to president taylor I1
besought him and the council with all
the enerenergygy otof I1myay soul not to call me to
act in that position but to call some one
else for I1 felt tha everyone of the council

was more fitted for that position than LI1
and when president woodruff called
president joseph F smith to be his
counselor he expressed himself in the
same marnermanner and besought president
woodruff not to choose him or at least
to select someone else in preference to
himself in this spirit we have accepted
the duties of our positions not for
personal gratification not to give us

prominence but to do that which we
have felt to be the will of god and I1
do know that god chose wilford wood-
ruff that god chose joseph F smith
and that god chose george Q cannon
to be the first presidency of this
church I1 can bear testimony to that
with all my heart

I1 wish to saysay further in this connec-
tion that we have been as united from
the beginning and up to the present
hour as it would be possible for one manmah
to be united with himself never a
shadow of disunion has ever crossed the
mind of any of the first presidency of
the church we have been as united
as it isis possible for men in the fleshsh to
be and we have rejoiced in this be-
cause it has given us strength with the
twelve apostles and with the other
officers otof the church and it has
strengthened us also in our associations
with the saints in teaching them and
in reproving them when the lord hasbas
given us the spirit of reproof or warning
I1 speak of thisanis from my personal stand-
point I1 have felt strong because I1
knew that we were one in our councils
in our deliberations inin our conclusions
in our views concerning everything con-
nected with the work of god and its
management upon the earth I1 desire
also to say to the latter day saints that
whoever arrays himself in any manner
against the authority which god has
placed in his church for its government
no matter who it is one of the twelveapostles even or any number of them
unless he repents god will withdraw his
spirit and power from him and he will
show the worloworld he will show the
church he will show the officers odtheof the
church that that which he has spoken
in the past concerning the authority of
the holy priesthood and the respect
and honor which he requires his ser-
vants andana people to snow to10 it is true
and must be carried out or ilehe willdrill
withdraw his spirit and power from
those who take ita different course it
any of you my brethren or my sisters
have indulged in the spirit ot murmur-
ing and factfau t finding and have allowed
your tongues to give utterance to
thoughts and words that were wrong
and not in accordance with the spirit of
the gospel let me saysav to here to
day that youyott ought to repent of it with
all your hearts and get down into the
depths of humility and implore him for


