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I am very pleased to have the oppor-
tunity of meeting with the Latter-day

Saints in this Stake of Zion. Sincel
left home I have tried to recall when it
was [ was here last. I thin% it was
thirteen or fourteen years ago; it was
while President ' Taylor was living.
“Various causes have contributed to pre-
vent visits here. Of course, the Twelve
Apostles visit the Stakes regularly; but
I bave felt impressed of late that the
First Presidency should alse go around
and visit the people as far as possible.
One reason that we have not done this
to agreater extent has been President
Woodruff’'s inability to endure the fati-
gue of travel. His health is excellent,
for one of his age, and he is able to per-
form a good deal of labor; but he can-
not travel around as he once did. [
hope, however, that Presi‘d_enl Smith and
mysell will be able to visit the confer.
ences and let the people see us, and we
see the people, because a strange con-
dition of feeling has arisen among the
Latier-dav Saints concerning the author-
ities of the Church We hear ®hings
said concerning them thal to me are ex-
ceedingly paintul. Misrepresentation,
not to say calumny, has been indulged
in concerning the First Presidency of
the Church and some of the Twelve 1o
an extent that | never believed possible
among the Latter-day Saints. There
are causes for this, with which doubt-
less the most ol you are familiar.
Politics has caused serious divisions and
teelings inm various quarters, and men
have allowed their tongues to say things
which in their coo'er moments and
when under the. influence of the Spirit
of God they would shrink from. 1do
not know that I have heard of any talk
of this kind beimg indulged in in this
Stake; but in some Stakes it has been
indulged in to a very dangetous extent.

Now, | desire to say to vou, my
brethren and sisters, that the  First
Presidency of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints have been, individ-
wally and as a body, laboring with entire
singleness of purpose and with entire
devotion to the work ol God and its
promotion in the earth. It may not be
improper for me,as one ot that Council,
to make this statement, because I am
thoreughly familiar with the motives,
with the spirit and with the action of the
First Presidency. President Wilford
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Woodruff, who holds the keys on the
earrh at the present time, is a man in
whose praise it is, | hope, unnecessary
for me to speak. Those who know him
know that a more innocent, guileless,
pure, lovable man never lived upon the
face ol the earth. There may have been
men with greater gifts—men greater in
other direciions; but certainly no purer
man, no more unassuming man has ever
lived, [ have beenm familiar with the
leading men of this Chuich from my
boyhuud up, and with some of them as
intimate as one man could be with
apother, and [ speak in this manner in
regard to President Woodruff with en-
iire confidence and know that that which
1 say is borne out by the facts of his life.
He labors with a diligence and a zeal
that | sometimes think too great for one
of his advanced years. Those who
kpow him personally must be aware,
and those wiho do not know him person-
ally must have heard, that he is one of
the hardest working men we have ever
nad among us. The Lord has been with
him, and has revealed His mind and will
to him. The Lord has sustained him,
and the Lord has blessed every man and
woman who has listened to his counsel,
4ng has borne tesiimony by the blessings
which He has bestowed tnat it was His
will that the counsels of His servant
Wilfurd should be listened to and obey-
ed by the Latter-day Saints. Of Presi-
dent Smith and myselt 1 will not speak,
lariher than to say that we have en:
deavored, to the exlett of our ability
and of the power which God has given
us, to sustain our Presideut, to be une
with him, and to carry out as far as we
could that which the Lord has revealed
through him and to us as the First
Presidency. We have helped bear his
burdens, and we have labored with such
diligepce as we could in this direction;
and | teel led to say here this afternoon
that we have labored with all punity and
singlencss ol purpose, with entire de-
volion and unselfishness in the cause ol
our (o4, in susiaining His work and in
peiforming the duties 1hat develve upon
us as the Presidency of the Church. We
have not spared ourselvesin any direc-
tion to accomplish this, and have sought
with all te 1aith and power that God
nas given unto us to know the mind and
will of God concerning this people and
tnis work, so that we might be able to
perioom the duties ‘ot tue responsible
staton that we hold. We have not
svught this position. President Wood-
ruft, you well know, is not a man that
nad ambition or inspiration ot this
character, When I was first called to
be a counselor to Presideat Taylor, [
besvught him, and the Council with all
the energy ot fhy soul not to call me to
act 1n that position, but 10 call sonie one
else; for 1felttha . everyone ¢l the Counci]
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was more fitted for that position than ¥.
And when President Woodruff called
President Joseph F. Smith to be his
counselor, he expressed himself in the
same manner and besought President
Woodruft not to choose him, or at least
to select someone else in prelerence to
himself. In this spirit we have accepted
the duties of our positions—not for
personal gralification, not to give us
prominence, but to do that which we
have felt to be the will of God. AndI
do know that God chose Wilford Wood-
ruff, that God chose Joseph F. Smuh,
and that God chose George Q. Cannon
to be the First Presidency of this
Church. I can bear testimony to that
with all my heart.

I wish to say further in this connec-
tion, that we have been as united from
the beginning and up to the present
hour as it would be possible tor one man
to be united with himseif. Never a
shadow of disanion has ever crossed the
mind of any of the First Presidency of
the Church. We have been as united
as it is possible for men 1n the flesh to
be. And we have rejoiced in this, be-
cause it has given us strength with the
Twelve Apostles, and with the other
officers of the Church; and it has
strengthened us also in our associations
with the Saints, in teaching them, and
in reproving them when the Lord has
given us the spint of reproof or warning,
1 speak of this from my personal stand-
point. I have feit strong because I
koew that we were one in our councils,
in our deliberations, in our conclusions,
in our views concerning everything con-
nected with the work of God and its
management upon the earth. I desire
also to say to the Latter day Saints, that
whoever arrays himself in any manner
against the authority which God has
placed in His Church for its government,
no matter who it is—one of the Twelve
Apostles even, or any number of them—
unless he repents God will withdraw His
spirit and power from him; and He will
show the world, He will show the
Church, He will show the officers of the
Church, that that which He has spoken
in the past concerning the authority of
the Holy Priesthood and the respect
and hunor which He requires His ser-
vants and people to snow to it, is true
and must be carried out, or He wiil
withdraw His spirit and ‘power from
those who take a different course. It
any of you, my brethren or my sisters,
have indulged in the spitit of murmur-
ing and fau t-finding, and have allowed
your tongues to give utterance to
thouglus and words that were wrong
and not in accoréance with the sping of
the Gospel, let me say to you here tg-
day that you ought to repenit of it with
all your hearis, and get dowa into the

depths of humility aud impiore Him for



