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INTERVIEW WITH JOSEPH SMITH

on july let of the present year the
in a correspondence

from elder damuel 0 spencer a series
ofquestions and bbowers which made
up an interview between bluer
vertier and others and mr joseph rieth 1

president of0 the church
the interview took place in march at

Mismissourisurl in mr luffa
house elder spencer and the otnerolber
missionaries having been ioin attendance
at a conference of the latter ausy
baiata held at about
the of july the editor of the NEWS
received theibe following

LAMONI iowa july 9 1896
publishers deseretdeveret Salt lake city

utah
gentlemen in your issue of july lettlet

you have chosen to publish elder 8S QG
spencersnoera report of an interview with
me at independence mo march
1896

the headingbeading is misleading as it im-
plies that the questions asked by mr
spencer were submitted to me being
written and I1 replied to them in a simi-
lar way

no questions were submitted to me nor
did I1 know that they were in written

did I1 either write answers or
have any of the answers submitted to
me alterafter they were written mr spen-
cer has misrepresented me in riseveraleveral of
the answers and as mr spencer wrote
you that his object in sending his version
for publication was thatthai allali might judge
for themselves I1 ask you for the same
purpose to publish my version

I1 wrote J M one of our
siderselders in regard to it and send a copy
of what I1 wrote him

I1 am in no sense afraid of the answers
I1 did make to mr spencers question sas
I1 made them nor of the logical conse-
quences of them butbat I1 regret that men
who came to me in ostensible kindness
and were courteously treated should
have misrepresented me even in the
slightest

cleageplease publish this letter and my ver-
sion

ver-
gion of that interview and oblige

yours respectsrespectfullyally
JOSEPH SMITH

P EL8 mr spencer has taken advan-
tage of what he statedslated to me was for per-
sonal information and published without
my consent

accompanying this was the letter
referred to as sent tolo mr the
firstant paragraph of which roade

yours of the received in reply
S 0 8spencerbeer E S hart A G

young and 7W E criddle were at
brother joseph bluffs house and mr
spencer did the talking he asked me
several questions the form of which I1 do
not remember if he had them written
I1 did not see them but he certainly has
not given the answers as I1 gave themthein
he had asked me for an interview and I1
granted itil he brought thehe others with
him at his own motion and without con-
sulting me ahadI1 had no thought he would
misrepresent me if he had the ques-
tions numbered and set down I1 did not
nsee them nor were his minutes of what 1I
said submitted to me for correction I1
hoped he nor either of them would go
swayaway anaand nelie about me

th u follows a series of questions
and answersane which mr smila claims
to be hisbis recollection of what the con

waswae the letter closes with
these wordle

those men are not at liberty to use or
misuse an interview with me which
mr spencer saideaid was for their own ppri-
vate

ri1

benefit besides thisthie the elders arere

not bound by any absurd answer of mine
to baffling questions contrary to the
books of the church yours in dondsbonds

then is appended the following nott

the above is a reply of mine to brother
J M Stub barcbars who sent me a copy of a
list otof questions said to have been used
by elder W E criddle of utahulah As I1never saw the writtenritten questions nor yet
the answers which they have givengiven in
writing for examination and indorse
ment I1 am not bound by them either

the NEWS forwarded mr smith e
letter and of the interview to
elder spencer with the request that
tie prevent them to the elders present
on the occasionossionoo of the interview and
return totem with a brief statement of
the facts As toetite elders were sepa-
rated in their different fields of labor
this required some time the NEWS
editor also wrote to mr smith in-
forming him that becore the interview
was published it hadbad been verified by
this paper telling him of the reference
of the complaint to elder spencer and
his asse clates audand atialluringsuring him that
wethe NEWS hadbaj no intention otof treating
him eitnereilber unfairly or harshly the I1

followingwing came in responserea

LAMONI iowa july 1896
mr john Q cannon salt lake city

utah
dear sin yours of july at hand

I1 do not wish to be too intrusive but the
fact that the interview published by
you and which is being circulated by the
eldership under S G spencer does mis-
represent me I1 must request to besetbe set
right

A proper verification of that interviewcroperaouwoundd have required that elder joaeph
luff and myself should have been per-
mitted to see the answers and the ques-
tions saas well before it was published
the statement that the answers were
written in the presence of all isin mis-
leading as it carries the idea that all in-
cluding elder luff and myself knew
what was written which is not correct
hoping for fair dealindealingyII1 am yours re-
spectfullyfully JOSEPHSEPH SMITH

eldr spencer and companions also
forwarded to the NEWS this tatement

KANSAS CITY mo julyjilly 24 1896
to the editor

dear sir yours of the at hand
and contents noted and manuscript ofmr joseph smith stating his version of
interview carefully perused

the accusations and explanations
made and endeavored by mr smith are
indeed very unbecoming his ecclesiastical
claims we see no reason why he seeks
to deny the true answers as they have
already been published he states that
we had the interview for our own pri-
vate benefit 11

why should he be afraid of the worlds
knowing what he admitted to us in pri-
vate

since receiving yourour letter I1 have
handed my journaejourjournalnaT

9 in which the inter-
view isin written to elder eugene S hart
who carefully examined the same asa I1
read your publication of it in the
and there is no difference whatsoever
that will change the meaning thereof
this was read in the presencecresence of elders
C burton jr and W VP buttwe are willing under oath to affirm
that the questions excepting one asked
by elder young were written and read
to elder hart and others before going to
mr laws residence that mr joseph
smith did know that the answers were
written as elder spencer held his jour

nalbat on his knees his fountain pen in
handlandhandand some of the answers were read
to him after they were written especially
when it waswaa one of which he seemingly
tried to evade a direct anawanswer erwewe asking
laIs that the answer you wish to give
repeating answer we distinctly re-

member the answer as to whether it was
possible that the voice was of a seducing
spirit etc being one among those that
were read to him

we declare in words of soberness
knowing full well that no liar shall
inherit the kingdom of god that the
answers are complete to the questions
asked in said interview entirely free
fromangfrom any misleading feature

and no matter how mr smith may
scramble together fragments of rem-
iniscences of the interview he cannot
succeed in denying the answers he gave
us on that occasion and we fall to see
why he should attempt it the same
afternoon of the interview the questions
and answers were read at the mission
office kansas city mo to other elders
in the prespresenceSnoe of thosethese who witnessed
the interview

8signed SAMUEL G
EUGENE S HART
ARCHIBALD 0 YOUNG
W E GRIDDLECRIDDLE

we might leave the matter here
content fo0 o lotlet every mindedairfair dis
criminating person judge as to the
pointe at issue in the controversy but
mr smith seemsseema to press foror more and
we will add a few words by way orof
review and comment when the in-
terview was first offered to the
fr publication it was sent not by
elder spencer but by one of mebe other
signerseigners to the last document elvee
knowing that mr smith who hasban
many qualities and for whom
we have a high regard especially be
baue of hisbis family associations as
well as for other reasons
bad an unfortunate penchant for
juggling and twisting wordsword and
acts after the fashion of somesomelawlaw

yen we asked a verification of the
interview receiving the letter signed
by eldereider spencer which recited how
the questions were formulated and thehe
answers taken down and contained an
identical report of theme interview
taken from eider spencers journal
this we published toin theme NEWS of
july ast1st

now as to mr smiths accusation
against thebe NEWS in his first letter
torfor the NEWS put the heading to the
neole he says the beading Isin mis

leading as it implied that the questions
were submitted to him in writing and
replied to by him in similar way the
beading readi interview with
joseph smith questions submitted
to and answered by himblin 71 there I1is
not the shadow of an intimation that
either questions or answers were writ-
ten orof were not sogo whether they
were or were not written mr smiths
accusation thathat the beading tois mis-
leading is untrue it being an Illustra
tion of the colu jugjuggleryglory and distor-
tion to which w have referred

in hisbin letter tr toethe mrmir smithsinith
sayssaye

no question were submitted to meine
IQin hisbis letter to mr he aacaysya

of the lutt chiew with mr spencer
he askedaska me several questionsquestion the

form otof which I1 do not remember
now the fact whether or nat que

lions are submitted has no dependence
whatever upon the other fact asaa to


