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oan justify a discrimination in rates
merely upon the ground that unless it 1e
given the trufficof the kind and in the
manner apoken of it would go to a com-
peting carrier, This isa about of a piece
with the other. IfIt is unlawful to do
such carrylng, why not let the other
oompany do it and thus have the Iatter
subjeofed to the expense and annoyance
of a *‘tuesle’’ with the court:? Judge
Wallace saye on this poiot: ‘‘A eship-
per baving a choice between compet-
Ing carriers would only bave tu refuse
to send bis goode by one of them un-
less given exceptional rates to Justify
thatone in making the diecrimination
in his favor on the ground of the
necespity of the slituation.” He then
grauted the order prayed for by the
Comm/ssion,

The government undertook n pretty
heavy task wheu It vicariously essnyed
the regulation of rallway traflic in this
country, but It can searcely be gcharged
that it or Ite ngents have used either
their conferred or finherent powers
harshly, arbitrarily or in such manner
B8 to ull at once overturn long-time
conditions and thus precipitate
dienster; the power that has been
exerglaed has been in the line of
reaspn and has Almed at pecur:
ing «¢quity for the roads and thelr
patrons. We are still In need of some
Httle regulntion In Utah and the signe
of the tirwes point to securing it:at no
distant day, meantime, or at any time,
we have no flght with oropposition
to the railways. Let Cweear have ull
that Is his aud no more, ia the proper
arrangement.

—-—

A QUESTION OF CHRISTIANITY.

“Can A Chiuamsan become a Christ-
fan?’’ {s the more ourlous than import-
ant ques ion dlscussed by Rev. Freder-

fck J. Masters in the Californian Maga-
zine for Qotober. The discussion is
ocensfoned by an  article which
reviously appeared in a jouroslon the
;I)’aciﬂc coast, 1o which the auther
makes the lolluwing aweeping etate-
meuls:

“The Chinese are irredeemably and
irreirievably bad and vile, na a rule, and
all efforts to Christianize themonly muake
them greater hypocrites than ever, * # ®
It la ut er fully to dream of the Chinese
embracing the Christlan religion, for It is
aillen to their disposition.*

Mr. Masters admits that amoug the
Chis ere nre 1o be tound many totally
depraved specimene of bumanity and
that viie pbstacles in the way of miis-
sjonary lubor smoou that people are
furmidable. Notwlithetundirg this, he
«laims that about 50,000, Chinamen
bave mnade open professions of Ohris-
tianity and that not & few of theose
huve been eteadfast in the midst of
persecutions and have even mealed
their testimony with thelir Hves. In
addition to this, many Chinamen in
this country, he rays, have foined the
churches and given evldence of sin-
cerity. These faots he takes as in-
disputable proof that even the China-
men can becuorne Christinne.

The question belng purely theologt-
cal oan best be answered by reference
to thefAcriptures. An eminent Apostle
deciares that the Almighty made of
one blood every natlon of men, having
determined their appointed seasons,
and the twunds of thejr habliations

that they should seek God, if perbaps
they might feel after Him and fnd
Him. Anpd the commission given by
the Founder of the Christinn religion
to His measengers was this, to go into
all the world and preagh the Gospel to
every creature; which does not appear
to ndmit of n construction by which
the Chinese are excepted. To the be-
llevers of the Boriptures, therefore, the
queation underconsideration Isuncalled
for, Lf the Chinese belong to the great
buman family, they are capable o1
converslon and have somo gmhare
in the beneflta of the aton-
ing work of our Lord. As llving
on the earth they are within
the boundsries of the great sphere—
cxtending in fact to both the heavane
andthe earth, both vislble and Invisl-
ble worlde—within whioch life and
palvation are freely oftered. They
must therefore, an n matter of fact, be
capable of acoepting these benefits.

No one acquainted with the history
of misajous can very well deny that
the eflorts of mlssionarles have had
some intluence for good among the
so-called ““celestiale.?” Only regently
o missionary at Amoy, Ohinn, relates
how old idols are gradually discaried
1n places where the doolrines of Christi-
anity are proclaimed. Awsun instance
of this, he mentlons thut during =a
conflagratlon which destroyed u tem
ple, many Images were coneumed and
nobody made an effort to save them,
Ope 1emark was made at tbe tlme
which expreseed the sentiment of the
multitud+: **If these gods cannot help
themrelves, not ask for naseslstance,
they nre lcea potent than rats, chick.
ens nod doze.”” [ncldents of this na-
ture muet be encouraging to those who
Iatror for the overthrow of ldolatry.

On the other hand, no vne ought to
dirpute the fact that the success of the
mirsionuries among the (hinese Is
hardly in propurtion to the labor and
meane spent on Lthe enterprise, The
reagona for this are plain. I[n the fArst
place, the Chinesenre not a religicus
people. The satagnatlon which marks
their olvilization extends to religioun
ideas apd sentiments, The eduocated
olasses profess Confuctaniam, which is
hardly » religion at all, but & mere
aystem of philosophy. Buddhiam Is
more uf n rellgious system, but ft is
evidently going to decay, its temples
falling ivto ruins and ite votariea held
In contempt by the higher clazes of
the people. Taoulsm seems to have

degenerated Into a species of
alchemy and spiritualism com.-
blned. And walmost everywhers,

utter indifference to religlous aubfects
Is wvoticeable. No one cares what
religion hie neighbor professes or what
cultue he practices. And many are
found who profess all the three creede
above referred to, while others refect
ali. No wonder that missionaries can-
not make rro;reu among & people who
treat #0 lightly the subjects in which
the missionarles are,or should be,chlef-
ly ioterested,

In the next plnce, it fp n gquestion
wortby of mserious consideration
whether Christianity, as it exists to-
dny In the world, can be ¢Xpected to
succesefully cope with paganism in
its varlous forme. Certain 1t s that
ln arguments with educated pagmos
the missionaries do not always appear
to the beat ad vantage.

When the Gospel of Christ first was

proclaimed to the world its effect was
to sljence the most profound scholars
among the opponents, , It created en-
thusiasm among the converls. The
pagan religious systems were shattered
and the idols dethroned, while the
multitudes turned to worship at the
foot of the Crucified One. These effocts
were produced, not through the elo-
quence of the messengers, nor through
their superior knowledge of the things
in which the learned men uf the age
prided themge]ves, bul by the power of
the Divine Sptrit with which they
were filled, nand by the uncom-
promising prociamation of truth.
Similar results have followed
the preaching of the Gospel of Christ
in this age by His chosen messengers,
and tn consequence of tho presence of
the pame Divine power. For aiter all,
couversion is notthe work of man—
exoept as an instrument—but the work
of the Almigbty.

Now, the Christianity of toduy ia
not what it originally was. This ls ad-
mitted by all, we believe. Its volaries

glite of the Dlvine power, which are
lte life and soul. Those gifls are dis-
regarded, The form may partly be
left, but without that Spirit It is dead.
The Christianity of today ia the work
of man. It fs reduced to a system, or
to speak correctly, to mnny syetems of
sem|-religiousphilosophy.Itiznrtificial.
It may haveits use in the pollticsl and
socinl structures of the world, But it is
not fdentical with that which it
Founder lelt as a sacred inheritanoces to
His devoted followers. It 18 as differ-
eut from the yprotutype as an electric
lnmp I8 fr. m the glorious sun, and jt I8
18 powerless lo promote a quurlnnt
vegetalion aa is the former.

Christianity without Inspired mer;
Caristinnjty without the accompany-
ing gift~; Christianity without pro-
pbecy, w#nd-— equally reinarkable—
Christfunity whhout many of Its
fundamental do¢trines—that is what
the miesionaries of toduy offer
the heathen world. How “can
snybody be expected to accept L7
it seewmns to be nn invitation to feast on
smpty plates, No amgpunt of decora.
tive designe cav cormnpensate for the
nbsence of real food.

This ia the true condition of Christl-
anity today. Hence its weakoese and
lagk of progress both among the Chi-
negse and other pationus. Hence aleo
the reascn why it loses it hold smong
the maeses in the olvilized world, as
well as among many of the most ad-
vanced of the age.

There is only one remedy for it aud
that is the return to the Goapel in its
simpliclty as restored to the worid by
revelation. There {5 some truth in the
much contradicted statemeot of old
Avgustin, exira ecelesiam nulla salus;
if rightly understvcd. The rsalvation
of the human race is offered by the
Almighty through the mediom of His
Church only. Any effort to Lruly
Christinnlze the world by those who,
are nol conboected with the true
Church are unzuthorized and must be
consequently Ineflective.

IT 18 claimed that 1u the deuth of
George Willlam Curtis and James G-
Whittier the female aufTragists lost
twoof their ablest and most counspiou-
ous champlione. This does not eeem to
have been generally understood when
those gentleman were allve,

do not belleve jo the presence ot those
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