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While listening to the Bishops' reports
I was reminded of many of the
peculiarities of this work. The Bishops
are temporal as well as spiritual men,
and so are we all in this Church. The
Gospel of life and salvation embraces
every department of human life. The
general feeling in the Christian world is
that the religious part of our nature
should be taken care of on the _Sfmbath
day, and that nothing bnt the spiritual is
suitable in connection with the worship
of God. But we, as ministers of the
Gospel, are expected to take part in
tempotal as well as spiritual matters,
For we are in a temporal world. This
temporal life we have 1o grapple with as
well as 1he spiritual affairs of life. It is
important that we be fed and clothed.
Hence it is necessary that we cultivate
the earth and provide these necessities
of life. We must notonly take care of
our spirits and see that they have spirit-
ual food, but we must also take care of
these temples of the Lord; for we are in
the likeness * of our Father whois in
heaven—in the IiReness of His body,
and our tabernacles should be kept
sacred and pure as the tabernacle of our
Father. We should be perfect as He is
perfect, bonoring Him, and manifesting
our gratitude to Him for the blessings
and favors that He has bestowed upon
us. He has revealed to us the way of
life. We know how to Jive. We know
His commandments, and we know how
to keep th:m, We are being instructed
day hy day, and He bestows upon us
the Holy Spirit to be our constant com-
panion. We need not be _lelt to our-
selves, and to the imaginations of our
own hearis; but we are entlﬂgd to the
Spirit of the Lord to guide us in all our
ways. These brethren here who are
leaders among the people in spiritual
and in temporal aflairs are entitled to
the imspiration of the Lord to guide
them, to restrain them from evil, and.to
give them strength and courage to per-
form tie duties that devolve upon them.

It is a very important work l.ha.: we
are engaged in—the work of life and
salvation, and the labor to purify our
own hearts and to bring nto our own
\ives that principle of repentance and of
reformation that will enable us to free
ourselves from the sins that so afflict
human nature, All have their weaknes-
ses; all are sinners; but the Spirit of the
Lord is given to enable us to forsake our
sins and to obtaln favor with the Lord,

fwe were wonder(lully favored of the

Lord when we heard the Gospel. We
were wonderfully favored of the Lord
when we believed it; for there are a
great many people who hear and yet do
not believe. Itis a great misfortune to
men and women in this world who can-
not believe in God and in Jesus, the
Savior of the world, who cannot put
themselves in a condition to have their
sins remitted and to receive the Holy
Ghost.  We have been favored with the
gift of faith, and with the gift of repent-
ance. We have received baptism for
the remission of our sins. In order that
we may have the full benefit of these
principles of life and salvation, it is im-
portant that we remain faithful. It is not
enough that we have heard, that we
have believed, that we have made pro-
fession of repentance, and been baptized
for the remission of sins; it is not
enough that we have had hands laid up-
on us for the gift of the Holy Ghost; but
itis an unceasing labor on the part of
men and women to so serve the Lord as
to keep His Spint. The office of the
Holy Ghost is to bring to our rememn-
brance whatever we have been tapght,
to give us understanding of the present,
and to enable us to look into the fature
and see things that are to come; to ap-
preciate today what there is just in {ront
of us, that we are likely to meet. We
have also the revelations given in olden
times through the prophets of the Lord,
the word of God given by the Savior
and His Apostles, and the revelations
given to us through the Prophet Joseph
and his successor. In addition to all
this, the Lord has established among us
men Dearing the same Priesthood and
authori:l\; that the Apostles bire ancient-
m, and they are giving to us the word of

e Lord loday suited to our require-
ments and conditions, just as has ceen
done whenever the Father has hid a
work on the earth. When Moses was
leading the children of Israel out of
E.ypt, he received the word of the Lord
dav by day. He had the mind and wiil
of God given to him to guide Israel in
their movements, in_their encampments,
in their worship of the Lord, id their
sactifices, etc. So in the days of the
Savior was the mind and wili of the
Father made knownthrough the Ssn for
tne direction of the disciples of the Lord
Jesus. They were thoroughly Instructed
1n regard to His doctrines. Thzy were
taught how to approach the Father, and
how to setve Him Toen they were
sent forth, inspired of-God, to teach the
Gospel to the whole world.

In this day, as in former times, the
Lord has established His authority
among men. Tioese men that have
spoken this morning hold a measure of
that authority, and they have spoken as

men who are closely connected with thz

people in regard to the matters that per™
tain to their daily labors. They have

talked about the temporal condition of
the people, about the payments that are
necessary in the building of meeting
houses, and about the necessities of the
people. But this may sound to some
rather peculiar to be brought upina
house of worship. Why, 1s tnere any-
thing more sacred and important thag
the wellare ot the people, spiritual and
temporal? Is it not important that we
ba fed, and clothed, and educated? Is it
not important that houses of education
should be built? And are they built
without money and labor? Is it not
necessary that the poor bz cared for?
We find in the revelations of the Lord
that very much attention has bzen given
by the Lord in counseling Hi;s servants
in regard to providing tor the poor, that
they shall not suffer. It is a very serious
thing with the Lord to have the cry of
His suflering children come up into His
ears; and it is ordered, as a part of the
Gospel, that the poorshall be cared for.
Qur brethren who have spoken to us
this morning are men who have these
matters upon their minds. These thiags
engage their attention, and they -peak
of them in reporting the condition of the
wards over which they preside, And It
is the business of the Presidency and
Apostles to give attention to the weliare
of the people gen:rally, just as Moses
had to do in his dav with the children ot
Israel. He had to feed them when they
were hungry; he had to provide tham
with water when they were thirsty; and
some miracles were wrought in order to
bring about the temporal salvation ot
Israel. Now, we néed som= miracles
wropnght also, that our wants may bz
supplied, and that we may have houses
in which to warship as weil as houses in
which to dwell, and also that we may be
able to meet our obligations; tor if we
are not honarable in meeling our obliga-
tion; to men, how can we be honoradle
witn the Lord? Is it vossible that we
can defraud our neighbors and be honest
with the Lord? No \We must be hon-
est with one another. We must espaci-
ally be honest withourse.ves. We must
b2 uprigit, just, and exacting with our~
selves, and require of oursezives to do
the will of the Lord. and to d:al justly
and prooerly with the things .of God,
financially and spiritually—for these
things are all sacred and all splritual
unto the Lord. Anything that p:rtains
to our bodily comfort and happiness is
sacred to the Lord If it were notso,
why need the Lord trouble about the
oor going hungry? Let them starve,
?t is only the body that suffers. The
spitit is not starving. Let the body go;
it is only a temporal affair. That might
be His feeling \f He did not care about
them. But 1he bodyis the temple of-



