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not I1 understand the object
a house to house canvass is to find
all the voters I1 apprehend
that it is for the convenience
of voters I1 would not make
a second visit to a house I1 have re-
fused to register persons I1 did not
find home but have made excep-
tions to the rule I1 understand there
will be but five days in the office
registration by instruction of col
page I1 made the house to
house canvass and as a rule
refuse to register those I1 did
not find home col page
did not tell me not to register peo-
ple on the street or any place but
at their houses I1 did not do it be-
cause it would have taken time
found but a small per cent of people
at their homes when I1 have not
found voters at home I1 have refused
to register them when they called
on me as a rule I1 have refused to
register any one except at home I1
refused to tell mr pike of the peo-
ples committee what blocks I1
would visit say the next day I1
have refused to designate ini n any way
where or when I1 would visit

I1 did not decline to give the
information about when I1 would
visit the houses so as to have an ex-
cuse for not registering a certain
elmsclass of people I1 intonintendedded to leave
all whom I1 did not find home till the
last week I1 preferred to register
beope I1 did not know at home I1
made a distinction between those I1
knew and those I1 did not know the
instructions required us to get the
residence the voter could tell me
but I1 did not know for myself if
I1 had been at a house and no
one was home and the resident
afterwards called on me I1 refused
to register him unless I1 absolutely
knowknew him I1 have stricken off over

names and have added omebome
thing more than in the precinct

george lambourne tetestifiedstilled I1
was at morris house when cumber-
land came and asked for
tration and heard morris say he
would have to wait till after dec
23 he said the commission would
give one weeks notice of where the
registration office would be

this closed the cumberland case
and that of john H back vs mor-
ris was called mr back testified
I1 have lived in the third precinct
two years am a married man
work at Z C M I1 am a
naturalized citizen am not now
and never have been a polygamist I1
applied to morris at his residence
for registration there were three of
us he took thete other two and re-
fused to register me be called at my
housebouse when I1 was not home and I1
told him of it

to mcbride the made
substantially the same statements

8 W R brown corroborated mr
backsbackas testimonyony about morris re
austa to register him

J BA morris testified to the same
facts and said 1 I told him em-
phatically that I1 wild register no
one at my house

to rawlins I1 refused him be-
cause it was not at his house I1 have
registered people at their place of
business

mr rawlins have you put on
names furnishedfurnishcd by mr clute

mr morrismorria 1I have
mr mcbride we object to that
court let the objection be sus-

tained
the attorneys then proceeded

with the argument mr rawlins
opening speech occupied till the
close of court and today mr mer-
ritt and judge mcbride spoke for
the registrar mr rawlins closed
for the complainant and the court
took the matter under advisement

THE MANDAMUS CASES

judge zane gave his decision in
the mandamus cases december 18
the opinion was rendered in a
rambling style but the substance
was about as follows wa

the question at issue was whether
the acts of the registrar were judi-
cial or ministerial the complain-
ant henry cumberland had said
that he wanted to register if en
titledtilled to do so he was advised to
lake counsel he exhibited a cer-
tificate of naturalization which
was objected to by the regis-
trar who advised him to get
an endorsement from the present
clerk the registrar should have
filled out a blank oath for the plain-
tiff on the first a made
and when he refused registration
later the plaintiff went to the
registrars house and insisted that
he be registered morris refused to
register him and referred him to
the last week in december when
an office would be opened and due
notice given was it the specific
duty of the defendant to have regis-
tered plaintiff the utah com-
mission issued a circular which is a
fair construction of the law and
u uder this the registrars were acting
by this circular the registration
commenced monday nov 4
and ended before december 1616
judge zane reviewed the circular
at some length and said that the
registrar was required when a voter
was objected to to have a hearing
this raised him to the rank of a
judicjudicialial officer but before this
point is reached his office is
aerial the registration officer hashao
no discretion then he is not bound
to take any oath if he knows the
factlaresare false but if the registrar
refuses a man who is entitled totd
register he would do so at his
peril the discretion of the regis-
trar would protect him when liehe was
acting in a judicial capacity but
notdot so in a ministerial capacity This
was the case under the territorial
law congress in 1882 made some
additional qualificationsdisqualificationsdis of voters
the united states supreme court
in substance authorizes the regis-
trars to receive evidence and says in
effect that they are not confined to
an affidavit if they reject a man
for reasonable caucauslandseand notdot malici-
ously they are notdot liable for dam-
ages has the act of 1887 made any
change that is where the whole
question turns the law of 1887
prescribes the form of proof it is
by affidavit and as to that the offi-
cer has no discretion but the offi-
cercerisisauthorized to inquire whwhetheretheraa
person is guilty or has been con-
victed of certain oCeoffensesnoes when ap

lication is made for registrationKn regard to this latter clause the
registrar should exercise due dili-
gence he has no right to trifle
with the rights of the voter which
are very important as upon the ex-
pression of the voter the government
stand none but superficial thought-
less or wicked men would trifle
with a voters rights I1 am of opinion
that the registrar can inquire in ref-
erence to disqualifications under
the laws of congress it is his
duty to make the inquiry so
far his acts are not ministerial
the mandamus in this case and in
that of J H back and9nd of wmwin J
bachman vs E BR clute are here-
by denied it devolves on the
utah commission to see that these
registrarsregistrar do their duty faithfully e11

CURRENT TOPICS IN EUROPE

A new edition of the life
and works of elizabeth bar-
ret browning has just been pub-
lished and meets with ready sale
not merely to the british public but
likewise to their american cousins
this edition contains a number of
portraits of mrs browning at dif-
ferent periods of her life one of
these is a copy of a painting of her
at nine years of age it is a curious-
ly interesting picture of a little girl
holding a flower in her right hand
while with the left she turns up
her apron so as to make a
receptacle for a lap full of flowers
the face is one which might have
forewarned her acquaintances of
her coming destiny the eyes have
a depth of expression a sort of
look as of one who had already
thought much or saw things that
others did not see who might as
well have had fairies as flowers for
her companions no one who
studies that face hyillwill be surpsurprisedrisea to
hearbear that the owner of it composed
a poem on Morathon when she
was only fourteen years of age by
common consent there is a place in
literature at which an authoress
drops that title and becomes an

author P I1luu the same sense per-
haps we ought to speak of elizabeth
barrett browning as a poetbet since
sappho nodo woman has equaled her
in poetic power and fire and
pathos when elizabeth brown-
inglug commenced to write she
soon made it clear that a new
chapter in glandsEn literary his-
tory had been opened and that a
real poet had arisen her work has
been long enough before the world to
enable us to say with certainty that
it has found its place her songs
have found admirers wherever the
english language is spoken they
have entered into oursour feelings and
become a part of our social life
the fame of mrs browning is as-
sured she will take her place as
one of the great poets of the vic-
torian

vie
age wowe need her poems she

does not need our criticism or our
praise her mortal remains now
repose in the protestant cemetery of
florence italy A plain yet beauti-
ful monument has been erected over
her grave with no other inscription
except the words elizabeth barrett
browning that is sufficient no
other is needed


