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BEMLIANNUAL CONFERENOE,

T0 TUHE PRESIDING OFFICCES,
ELDER3 AND SAINTS.

The Bam!-Annua]l Conference of
the Ohurch of Jesus Christ of Lint-~
ter-day Salnta will be epsned at 10

great majority of the persons sp.
pointed to fiill these offices, fo my
certain knowledge, were men who
wele known to have nosympatby
with **Mormonism.””? They pre-
seribed an expurgatory oath, which
every perscn who prezented Bimsell’
for regiatration had to take. He
had to swear that he never had been
guilty of polygamy or bigamy, that
he was not now ochebiting with
more than one woman in the mar-
riage relation.” This exporgatory
oath reached back for a whole gene-
ration, thus making the law ex post
Jacto in its operations, which is
contrary to well-known constitu-
tional principles. As the late Judge

o'clock m, 1, on Friday, the 5th day
of OQstober, 1883, in the Large Tabe
ernacle in Salt Lake Qity.
Jonx TAYLOR,
GeoRdgE Q. UANNON,
Josera F, 8MI1TH,
First Presldency of the Church
of Jesns Chriat of Latter-dzy
Hainiz,

—_— s e

Black said: It reached back like
the terrible hind-haud of a gorilla,
and throttled all that it grasped,”
They canvassed the returns of all
elections held In the Territory since
their appointment, and issued certi-
ficates of election to those
receiving the votes of the people.
In sddition te this they have sssum-
ed jadiclal fonctions which are not
warranted by the law.
zealons have they been In the mat-
ter, thet they flnd themselves de-
fendants &t Iaw in suits for damages.

REPLY T0 THE CHATTAN(QOGA
“TIMES.”

THE imes published at Challanoo-
gn, Tennesiee, has receantly con-
talned come editorisla on ¢Mor-
monlam® very bliter and aggreealve
in their cliatacter. Elder B, H.
Roberts, who s assoclated with
Elder John Morgan, as hls assistant
in the Presidency of the Bouthern
Siates Mission, wrnte a reply to
thoee articles, but the Z¥mes editor
ungracionsly refonzed to publish it,
showing that he was unwilllng for
both gides to be heard. The letter
ka3 been forwarded to us, also the
editorials which prompted the com-
meunication.

Elder Roberts is a young man
who was raised in this Territory,
smong the ‘*Mormons,” and we
glve place to his letter to the excla-
slon of other matter, chiefly jon this
nceonnt. We like lo encouraze the
young men of our people, and we
are pleased to zec how well Brother
Roaberta understands and is able to
doefend the position taken by the
Church of which he Iz a
membsr, - on  many of the
important gqoestions which have for
sopae time been agitated in this
couniry.

The articles in the Chattancoga
Timeza are too lengthy for reprodno-
tion in these colomns at the same
tizoo ag tha reply, and ss DBroiher
Roberts has taken up every salient
poini therein, quoting verbatim
from the Times, there is really no
necesity for copying them in fall
Following is the communication
which the Chattanocoga Times refus-
ed to publeh:

CHATTANCOGA, Tenn.,
tept, Sth, 1883,

Editor Chatlancoga Iimes: 7

The Iazt few days wehave notlced
in your editeriz!" colimns several
¢t]eaders™ on the **Mormon™ quoes-
tion, and as yom esteem it a gues-
tion of great lmportance—one that
concercs the futarg welfare of the
nation—we feel assured you will not
object to publishing this srticle for
ns. All questions of Importance
ehonld be freely discuseed, pro and
con; Ify, perchance, the nnpopglar
gide can find-one to speak in fia de-
fenass,

THE EDMUNKD3 RILL,

The remarks of th;a éﬂr!na on this
subject were euggested, "ii ‘appehrs
frol:jn the siatements made bl;peMr.’
Pierrepont, of New York, 4o Prest.
Arthur., Mr, P, has lstely visited
Utah, and olaims that the Commis.
sion sppointed under the Edmunds
bill has failed to settle the vexed
viMormon question;” that Instead of
supprezaing the Bainis, the law has
been turned to their decided advan-
tage. [Pire siatemenis alleged to
have been made by ‘bir. Pierrepont
were the fsbrication of a Chiesgo

reperter. KD, NEws] Because
.of this, the Commision s
berated and blamed, not only
Ly the 2¥mes, but alo by
other journsla, This I8 ocer-
tainly doing thoss ° gentlemen
=n injuetice; for they have

oarried out tha provisions of the
Fdreunds law with great geverity;
having, in thelr zeal, gone beyond
vrat the law woold warrant them
in-rdoing. Undep the Edmunds
bili they appointed all tho reglstra.
tioni, and election oifflcers of every
descriptien, as these offices were
declared vacant by the bill, The

What wonld you have the psor com-
missioners do more? They have
not been won over to the interests
of the “Mormons» thelr prejudices
ere all zrainst that people, as is
manifest in their rulings. But for
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have been hostlle to the
inatitutlons of  *Mormonism,”
In fact, hostllity to the **Mormons*
has ever been considered one of the
primary guslifications of applicants
for appointments to office in Utah.
Bo zzalous have they generally been,
that they have added missionary
zeal to mindsterlal and judielal func-'
tions. Bcores of them have lost
their official heade, because they so
far overstepped the boands of pro-
priety and law, that the appointing
power conld no longer allow them to
continue in office, and keep np any
appearance of decency.

t I8 troe that rome T, B. officials
have spoken !n high pralse of the
general virtue, sobriety, honesty
and hoapitallly of the Mormons.
Hundrada of disinterested toarists,
Jjournalists, bueiness men, and
statesmen of nntarnished reputa-
tion, whose respectability is above
reproach, whose intelligence js well
Enown 1o the world, testify to the
same things. Very many of their
statements are in my possession.

Although the Zimes may think

NO GOOD OAN OOME FROM UTAH
atill the writer knows better. You

esteem it wrong to marry more—
then let them be true to thelr mv-
nogamlo vows; and azhand jn kand
they walk the rugged path of life,
meeting bravely the rever-e of for-
tune or bask in the smile« of Joy and
plenty, we have nougtt but & help-
ing hand and good Wishea for all
such persons.

If another man believes it to be
his religious duty to take more than
one wifs, and in so dolng he inter-
feres uot in the rights or liberties of
others, and he is capable of fulfllling
that part of the contract which pro-
vides that wives shall be nonrished
and cherished and provided for, and
the children be hygienically and
physiclogically clothed, fed, and
properly educated, we believe he
shonld ba free to thus increase his
family responsibilities, I he g0
elects,

We do not depend npon the eocial
evils common to monogamio com.
muanities as & ¢“main argument’” in
defense of our belief on the marriage
question, as clalmed by you., The
only reference made to those #'sogial
evils” in this conuection in as fol-
lows: It isaffirmed by our opponents
that they oppose our marriage sys-

may prefer to put yoar frust in the
reporis of anciber territorial officer,
who says. * The best of the
{(Mormon)} men are {reacher-
ous cranks, and that large num-
bera of the 1mmoRt prominent

all thig, it I8 claimed that the Ed-
munds bill is a failure. We nek;
What 1a it expected that this abor-
tive law would accomplish? It was
hoped that it would wrest from the
people of the Territory, the loca)
government thereof, and place it in
the hands of a few unprincipled yol-
iticiang, who were apparently
rnxious for the suppreszion of ¢ Mor-
monjem;* go lustlly have they clam-
ored about the corraption of the
¢ Mormons,” that thay have aroused
the prejudices of the people to the
extent, that many would deem it
doing God’s service to adopt an
method under heaven-—the aword,
bayonet, torch, wunconstitutional
laws-—anything to eoppress **Mor-
monism.”” They would have us be.
Hieve this to be the only evil under
the allseving-eye of God. The pre-
tended religiousjreformers, however,
have an ulterior motive. Their evil
eye fs npon the Terriforial treasury,
and to gei possession of I, is the
consummation devoutly wished,
Congresa in mnswer to popular
clamor, pasted ths Edimunds biil,
Under ita provisions overy pereon
who had ever been gulilty of - “poly-
gamy” was disfranchized. After
this wholesals dizfranchisement,
there were atili left In the Territory
33,176 persons who could take the
oath arranged by the Commiesisn.
Of this number about 20 per cent.
were anti-*Mormone;” and §0 per
cent, were ‘‘Mormons.” Did the
people of the United Biates exnsect
that the great majority o} the peo-
ple of Utah wonld stay sway from
the poile and allow » few politics)
tricksters to grab all the Iocal
offices? If they did, they have learn~
ed that we were not such idiots =s
they supposed, It is stated in your
leader of August 30, that *the wily
leaders of the church have clected
every officer in the territory.” This
is pot true. The officers were elect-
ed by the majority votes of the peo-
ple. It wili be claimed that the
people were compelied to vote mt
the dictum of the church leaders;
bat this i3 incorrect. Evary man
in at liberty in Utsh to vots for the
man of his ehoice, Independent of
fhe diotum cof any one; to prove
this we have only to refer to the
fact that the law provides for a
secret ballot,and no one dictaies the
voting.

The Edmonds bill has falled to
accomplish that for which it wee
designed; although the people of
Utab, unjust and wunconstitutionsl
&3 they esteem it to be, have been
extremely cantious not to obatruct
ite enforecement. Bo nnpopular has
if become among ita chief premoters
thst the thought of it has pearly the
aatr;ua effect wpon them as anem-
etio,

U. B, OFFICIALS,

The followlng sistement is from
Your issme of August 80th:; ©The
government officers who go to Utsh
generally disgrace their parentage
and couniry by feiling in wiih the
Mormons. The Baints have} usn-
aliy had lttle difflenlty in ueing
Fegeral officials, ard some of the
Istter have written the most fol.
some fattery and praize of the pari-
Ly of Utah women and the Bpartan

young women are locse in their
morale;” and then you ask, *How
can it pe otherwiee? Look at the
materiale from which the original
Mormons were drawnj conslder the
sort of creatnres that make pp tha
pulk of their new recrnits.” If yom
belleve pedigree essential to reapec-’
{ability, the *foriginal Mormons’
have as good a one to prodoce as
any other people. They were of
Puritan origin, and their sires and
grandsires were o the coanoils of
the foture republic,and were among
the first to strike etfective blows for
onr free Institutions. As to the

Tthere 8 word of

condemna
by God’s servants. ool
practized it are held up
divioes e patterns of fai
tme. The whole Christian

Those why
by moder
th amli Vi
world
anting with aa;%erueea to ao tg 1“
n a polygamist’s (Abraham’g)

som. They expeetto go to the

Jernealem, over the gates of whig
are written tne names of I
oob’s twelve €one  borp ¢
his  four  polygamist i,
While they would be willng ¢,
“‘bayonet to death™ a polyggmig L
here, they expect to ArEoCiate wigy
them and do them hepy on F
*Canaan’s happy shore”

Oor marriages, elther single @
plural, are part of our religious raiy
but Congress, under the imp
popular ciamor, eaid it was ng/p,
ligious, and passed s lawto pumiyy
itas a ctime. The Bnpremg(}om
under the same influences thef Ca.
gress passed the bill, dechpg
constitntional. “The judge by
the 1ast guess jin the matier, g
we are compelled to best
ishment they are pleas
If we still practice that
eateem a3 A part of our religm. s
here let me say that we hawiny,

tem because it threatens the moral-
ity of the nation, We claim they
make s}l this *fuss® and ffeathers®
merely for political capital. That if
the law-makera and moralists and
editors of onr land, are 8o anxious to

they would best begin nearer home,
It §s folly for them to stand up
to thelr very ears in corruption, and
grow red in the face in denonncing
the “Mormons” for sopposed evils
that exiet in Utah, This is no ¢ bru-
tal effort to make 13olated cases of
depravity in both sexes a prelext
for uneettling the very foundation
of ;rour soofety, the monogamic fam-
5 88 you claim. Neither can the

torial,
(Mormoniam) already defles {
anthority,” is a sad mistkke,
single act of deflance from ourp

L
prererve the morals of our bpation, g;ec;n

way shown ourselves obstrnotioy
to any law, efther federal or tar.
Your remarks thate,&

ba pointed to, to susly
atemnent. We have notm
mitted silently to measares thaty
pear to us destructive of
libertiea; but all our actis
have been lawful. We have o'
tested in the couris em,r‘
act passed against ns, that we be.
lieve to be wrong,. [s that fidefying
federal authority? If it be, fhen
you may expect to e It continges,
tor we shall legally, quielly but

“moral depravity’? which exiets be
called “joolated.” Your clties, towns
and villages abound with the vo.
tarles or brothels, which exist to an

condition of our people at the pre.
fent time, we will Introdoce the
testimony of Bergeant Ballantyne,
England’s greatest barrister, who
pald our Territery a prolonged viait,
and maade a stody of the “Mormon
questlon,” Wegnote from the St.
Lonis Giobe-Demnarad =The Jor-
myon= are renily eccomplishing what
tue people of England aimed to do
in fighting the eogial evil. The dis-
eases of dissipation and licentious
practices are unknown among them.
‘They are a a clean,puresnd healthy
community. It 1s a mistake to hoid
tha{ thelr faith fosters kust. On the
contrary, it is foundsd on n princi-
ple of religion which combate lust-
falness,”

We do nof like to boast of puriiy
in onr midst, but when cur charao-
ter iz attacked it is proper to vindi-
cate it. We have nn uxtenslve ac-
qoaintance among the young men
of Uiah, and in all onr asscciation
with them, from childhood anti
now, wa never knew ons whoe was
teinted in any menner with nnnam-
abla dizeuses. This may appear
improbable to you, and you may
not believe it, a3 you are aware, no
doubt, to what a frightful, disgnat-
ing and sickening extent these dis-
eases prevail in tils Christian nation,
Lk in novertheless truse.

Asto the young Iadies of Halt
Liske Clty or the Territory being
loose in the morals, we know the
charge bas no foundation in trath.
We are 8 witness, that the lagies of
the Church have elwaysa taught the
Yonth, and ali people of our com-
mugity, that vIeRTCE i8 the ¢*pear!
of great rrice:”—more precious than
ilfe itsell, 'We have been taoght,
that these sexuoal crime: are only
second to the crime of murder.
Does this come up to what yon
plesse to term ‘‘the standard
of Ametican elivilization?” What
is siated =above, c¢sn be pus-
tained from eermons, wrltings and
actlons of onr people from the com-
mencemment,

POLYGAMY.

In your editoriz] of 31st of Amng,
you #ay: “The Mormons propose to
displace monogamy with polyga-
my.” The " Mormons® propore no
such thing, They believa all should
ba free to chocse for themselves in
the matter of mstrimony, That if
the **dude,” ths *mash,” the ffaoft?
yonng man of le beau monde, who
trembles at the thought of meeting
the f‘realitics of life’ chooses to re.
matn in single Hlessedness, allright;
bot we think all proper precaution
shonld be taken to prevent them

honesty of Mormon men.” Who-
ever peaned the above manifested
total ignorance in the matter. Ever

preying upon the innocent — thuse
who were designed by natore ana
nature’s God to be honorable wives
and mothers.

dlnce United Blates officials have
beer In  the Territory, they

® e

alarming extent, It i3 these **s0~

cial eviis” amony you monogamic

Christians that i8 threatening this
nation with moral bankroptoy. As
snother writer says: “This tbone-
yard,"this powder magazine to which
we ate drifting is not in Utah, it e
in your own cities and towns, vil-
Iages end homes.” Apologiata may
try to hide the corruption which ex-
istein modern eociety, but itisin
vain. It is there; and is known and
tead by all men; it is corrupting and
ocorroding the lire’s blood of the na-
tion. Did yon ever hear the pulpit
or press clamor to Congresa for
speolal legislation fo eappress these
evils—to cut theae “‘sores out of the

bedy poltic,” even if they
~were obliged to step over the
limits set to  thelr  jurisdle-

diction? DId you ever hear an edi-
tor eay the supporteis of these evils
must “'eventuaily be shot and bayo-
nettsd to death?”

You gay this lenot s’lquestion of reli-
giona lberty. Whether marriage with
you is a religions question or not, we
cannot say; bat it is part of our re.
ligion, whatever other people may
think aboat it. It is sald, however,’
that if you grant our claim to this
belng = “‘religions institution,” that
erime of any nature conld be prac-
ticed, and the ofiender set up a
plea that he was merely praoticing
hls religion, and that he shonid not
be punished. In thisconnection we
are generally referred to the “Sat
tee of India’ snd the action of fa-
nsatics mardering their chifdren in
the name of religion, etc. You polnt
us to **plaralily of hugbands.”” = Be.
cause plurality of hosbands is wrong
does it follow of neceseify that plu-
rality of wives is a crime? The for-
mer ia destructive to the prineipal
object of the union of the sexes—
the production of offspring; the lat-
ter promotes it. The enemies of the
early Christians say: **In their ge-
cret love feasts It was their custom
4o mnrder & male infant in order{hat
they might use ite flesh and blood
in commemorating the saceament of
their Lord’s Supper.”” Buppose
snch had been the practice—or even
ehould be now the practice of some
fanafical sect, would thaf justify us
in abolishing the sacrament by law
or force, as it 1z administered by or.
thodex Christians? Certainly not.
The former is aercoiated with muor-
der, and iz wicked; the latter is a
bonutifal ceremony used- to call to
mind the atonement mzade for us by
our Elder Brother. While the
“suttee,*child-murder and plurality
of hnsbands may be wrong, it does
not follow that ploralify of wives as
practised by our peeple I8 immoral.
The Sceriptures abonnd with in-

Jirmly contend for every inch of

ground sought wrongfully to by
wrested from us,
SiMormonism* does not mena

the safety of the government, Evg
tinoe we can remember any

we bave been taught to believe &
“01d Republic” to be the best i
ernment on earth. That if it wn
admicistered fo righteousness, | |
would grant aM the Vberty me
conld desire. 'We guote from ag s
dress delivered by John Tpi,
President of the Charch, “Fig
nation, as I understand ff, ra or-
ganized under the snj ol e
Almighty; and the Comstiaim
that we revere, and that owght
maintained and cherished by way
Amerioan ciflzen of the Unig
States, the Prophet Joreph
was written by the inspiration o
God.” People who entertaln md
ideas of the government, are ni

F

likely to bo fts destroyers,
Baezpecttnlly,
B. H, Roprzm.
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THE WAR STRENGIH 07
CHINA.

THB war breezes that have b
wafted to the western world !tum_
the shores of Tongmin have stimi

up other than French anxieties,®
the poasibilities of Chinese suces
have been gravely discnssed i
several European Courts, The imh
tatlve powers of the guick-wittel
Mongolians sre well Enown, an
thelr readiness to copy thoss im'
provements of the inventive m
with which they become acquainf
ed, has been seen in their sdopt
in many parts of the Celestial Bz

e,

It is dawning wpon the mind#
many statespen t Chinew®
tory over the French, which £
at 8l improbable, might be Ry
opraor of an invasion by horad
pig-talled warriors into civii
countries which, considering A
millions of men that the Celetil
Empire conld spare for war, weak,
be a munch more formidable afif
$han many might suppose, particalt
ly if the modern Implements of wi-
fare were placed in the hands of the
almond-eyed hosts that conld b
hurled npon the enemy,

This probability has occasims
much inguiry into the mililan
strength of the pecoliar counby
with the enormons population. The
most complete acccunt of this hs
been compiled by the Bt. Pelerabaif
Gazette, from which we learn thaf
China has two separate and distinct
armies; one called the Army of the
Eight Banners, and the other the
Army of the Great Banner. The
Bret is the Imperial army, the-
other the provincial army. Togetbe
they number 760,000 aen, Tk

stances of God’s ag%)roval of that
form of marrisge. Nowhere, elthe

If otaers marry but one wife, and

In the Old or New Testawent, 1 ¢

e

officera are distinguished from th
¢ommon 2oldiers by belng athlete



