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SEMIsemiannualANNUAL conferencerenoerence
6 TO timTHU

ellerseilers AND SAINTS
s

thethis benjbeur annual conferenceconlerConferenco of

thothe church olof beaus christ of lat-r
tertor dayclay saintssainta will be opened at 10

ocloocioclothet a m on friday the eth day
of Oaoctobertober 1883 in thetha iilargenargearge tab

in salt lake city
jonnJOHN TAYtaylonLoit
GEORGE Q cansonCANNON

JOSEPH F SMITH

hirsfirs presidency of the church
of jeaanjesus christ of latter day

saintssainte

REPLY TO THE chattanooga
TIMES

the times publishedpublishcd at Chattanoo
otuga tennestennesseewe has recentlycantlyre con
talked somelome editorials on mor

monlaymon ibmiam very bitter and
in their character elder B H
bobertrobertsaBobertssj who is associated witwith
elder john morgan as his assistant
in the Frealpresidencydency of the southern
states mission wrote a reply to
mose articles butbat thothe temestimes editor
ungraciously refused to publish it
showing thatthal ho waa unwilling for
both bidesblaes to be heard the letter
has been forwarded to usno also the

v editorials which prompted the com-
municationmunicationcatlon

elder roberts Is a young man
who waswat raised in this territory
among the mormonscormonsMor mons and we
give place to his letter to the excle
blonbion of other matter chiefly on this
account we like to encourage the
young menman of our people and we
aroare pleased to seeseo how well brother

T roberts understands andisand Is able to
defend the position taken by the
church of which he is a
member on many of the
important questions which have fortor

i soniosome time been agitated in thibthia
s Ccountryou

the articles in the chattanooga
times are too lengthy for reproduc-
tion in thesethose columns at the sameearne
timo as tho replysandand as brother
robertsroberta haghas taken up overyevery salient
point therthereinedris quoting verbatim
from the rimestimes there is really no
necessity for copying them in fullfuli
following is tiletho communication
which tho chattanooga times refus-
ed to publish

tenntenna
sept jtb 185353

editor chattanooga rimestimes al

fr thc hutj fewrewf days
your editorial columns several

adersonguecUeleaders on thetho mormon l ques
tion and as you esteem it a0 ques-
tion otof great importance one that
concerns thetho future welfare of the
nation we feel assured you will not
object to publishing this article for
urs all questions of importance

r should be freely discusdiscussedsedeed pro and
v con if perchance the unpopular

side can nindlind one to speak in its de
sense

TcleeTITE EDMUNDS jbell
the remarks of the times oilon thisthlu

0subjectabjectr were suggested it lippappearsehra
from the statements made by mr
pierrepontPierro pont of new yorke to prest
arthur mr PF habhas lately visited

A utah and claims that the commis
sts sion appointed under tho edmunds
v bill has failed to bottlebettle the vexed

98 mormon quequestionstionatlon that instead of
suppressingsingbing the saints the law has
been turned to their decided advan-
tage the statementsnuenuu alleged to
have been made by mr pierrepont
were the fabrIfabricationdation of a
reporter EDTD NEWS because

01otof01 thiethle the commission Is
berated and blamed not only

aby by the but also by
othenother journals thisthia laIs

doing thouthosa gentlemen
vman injustice for thoythey havahavo
carriedcrr out thaethe provisions of the

va edmunds law wawith graatmatmav

having in their zeal gone beyond
kwiatwhat the law would warrant them

inia doing under the edmunds
they ofappointedpozpolanted allalialethotho

foland1 woottonelcoeico tion gailgaal oora of every
description as these offices were
deoteodeclaredlared vacant by the bill the

great majority of thothe personaporre ons ap-
pointed to fill thesethees offices to my
contala knowledge were menthomen who
werewera knownkno wn to have no sympathy
with mormonism they pre

an purgatorycx oath which
every person who presented himself
for registration had to take he
had to sweirswear that he never hadbad been
guilty of polygamy or bigamy that
he was not now cohabiting with
more than one woman in the mar-
riage relation 1 thisthia
oath reached back for a whole ggene-
ration thus making ththo lawblaw exzetpost6
facto in 1ittitata operations whichchic Is
contrary to well known constitu-
tional As the late judge
black said utit reached back like
the terrible hind hand of angoagogorillaagorillarills
and throttled all that it graspedgra spedaped
they canvassed the returns of allali11

elections held in the territory bincesince
their appointmentappointments and issued certi-
ficates of election to those
receiving the votes of the people
in addition to this they have assum-
ed functions which are not
warranted by thothe law sobo over-
zealous have they been in the mat-
ter that they findhad themselves de-
fendantsfend ants at lawin baitssuits for damages
what would have the comoom

do moresnore they havenot been wonwan overoner to the interests
of thetho mormonscormonsMor mons their prejudices
arearo all against that as is
manifest in their rulings butnut for
all this it Is claimed that thetho ed-
munds bill Isia a failure weve nouask
what Is it e that this abor-
tive law aouwould accomplish it was
hoped that it would wrest from the
people of the territory the local
government thereof and place it in
the hands of a few unprincipled pol
itic lanblans who were apparently

i anxious for the suppression of mor-
monism roeo lustily have they clam-
ored about the corruption of the

mormonscormonsMormons that they have aroused
the prejudices of the people to the
extent that many would deem it
doing godgodscodsB service to adopt any
method under heaven the sword
bayonet torch unconstitutional
laws anything to suppress mor-
monism they would have us be-
lieve this to bobe the only evil under
the all seeing eye of god the pre-
tended however
have an ulterior motive their evil
eye Is upon the territorial treasurytreasarj
and to get possession of it is the
consummation devoutly wished

congress in answer to popular
clamor passed thetha edmunds bill
under its provisions every gereon
who had ever been guilty of poly-
gamy waswab disfranchised after
this wholesale
there were still leitleft in the territory

persons who could take the
oath arranged by the commissionCommie sionslon
of this number about 20 percentper cent
were antiantl mormonscormons and 8060 per
cent were mormonscormonsMormons ll11 did the
people of the united states expect
hatthat the great majority ol010 the peo-
plea of utah would stay away from
thehe polls and allow a few esiesl
tricksterstrick to grab all the local
offices if they did they have learn-
ed that wewa were not euchbuch idiots as
they supposed it Is stated in your
leader orof august 30 that the wily
leaders of thothe church have elected
every officer in the territory 2 this
laIs not true the officers were elect
ed by the majority votes of the peo-
ple

pea-
ple it will be claimed that the
peocla were compelled to vote at
the dictum of thetho church leadersleaden
but this isia incorrect evoryevery man
is at liberty in ut-hutah to votevota for the
man of hiahis choice independent of
the dictum of any one to prove
this we havohave only to refer to the
fact that the law provides for a
secret ballobailotanatand13 and no one dictates the
voting

the edmunds bill hnshas failed to
accomplish that for which it was
designed although the people of
utah unjust and unconstitutional
ra they esteem it to bejbeibe have been
extremely cautious not to obstruct
itoimo enforcement sobo unpopular has
it become among its chief promoters
that the thought of it has nearly the
bamobame effect upon them as an em-
etic

ajU BS OFFICIALSS

thothu following statement is fromyoursour issue of august aththegovernment officers who go to utah
generally disgrace thetheir parentage
and country by falling in with themormonscormonsMormons the saintssainta havehayehavea usu-
ally had little difficulty in using
federal officials and somesorna of thelatter have written the most ful-some flattery and py lseisefee of the puri-ty of utah women and the spartan

honesty of mormon men who-ever penned the above manifestedmanifestod
total ignorance in tilethe matter ever
bincabince united states officialscilLS havebenbeen in the territory they

havohave bcbeanbeenen hostile to the
of Mormonmormonismiemibm 1I

inn fact hostility to the cormonsmormonsMor mons
hashag everoven been considered one of the
primary qualifications of applicants
for appointmentsappoint mentsmenta to office in utah
sobo zealous have they genergonergenerallyallyaily been
that they have added missionary
zeal to ministerial and judicial func-
tions scores of them havihave lost
their ommofficlalofficial headsbeads because they eo60
far oversteppedoverstepped the bounds of ppro-
priety

r0
and lawjaw that thetwe appointappointingin

power cccoulduld no longer allow them to
continue in office and keep up any
appearance of decency

it is true that some U BS officials
have spoken lain high praise of the
general virtue sobriety honesty
and hospitality of the mormonsMormonscne
hundreds of disinterested touristtouristssj
journalists bublbubibusinessnessnesa men and
statesmen of untarnished reputa-
tion whose respectability is above
reproach whose intelligence is well
known to the world testify to the
same things very many of their
statements are in my possepossessionsalon

although the limes may think

NO GOOD CAN COME from utanUTAH

still the writer knows better you
may prefer to put your trust jnin the
reports of another territorial officer
who baysbaye tlit thetho bestbeat of the
mormon men are treacher-
ous and that largelare num-
bers of the most prominent
young women are loose in their
moraismorals 11 and thunthentheu you aask9k how
can it be otherwise look at the
materials from which the original
mormonscormons were drawn consider the
sort of creatures mittthat mahemaha upud thetho
bulk of their new recruits ifyou
believe pedigree essential to resperrespect

thethu gorlgorioriginalginal mormonscormonsMormons
have as good a one to produce as
any other people they were of0
puritan origin and their sires and
grandgrandsiressires were in the councils of
the future republic jandland were among
the first to strike effective blows for
our free institutions As to the
condition otof our people at thothe pre-
sent time we willvill introduce the
testimony of sergeant ballantyne
Englands greatest barrister who
paid our territory a prolonged visit
and made a study of thetha 16 mormon
question we quote from the st
louis moso debow 1 rharhe mormon
euans aro accomplish ing analwhat
tuetuo people of england aimed to do
in fighting thothe social evil the dis-
eases of dissipation and licentious
practicesea are unknown among them
they are a a cleanelean pure and healthy
camcommunity it Is13 a mistake to hold
that their faith fosters lustluat on thethe
contrary it isia founded on a princi-
ple of religion which combats luhtluat
falness

we do notnoi likeilke to boast of purity
jnin our midst but when our charac-
ter ia13 attacked it isia proper to vindi-
cate it we have an extensive ac-
quaintancequain tancetanco among the young men
of utah and in all our association
with them from childhood until
now wowe never knewknow onsone who waswaa
taitattainteda ted in any manner with unnam-
able disdibdiseaseseases this may appear
improbable to you and you mayy
not believe it aaans you are alaresaware no
doubt to what a frightful disgust-
ing and sickening extent these dis-
eases prevail in this christian nation
it isIFj nevertheless true

As to the young ladies of salt
lakenake city or the territory being
loodeloose in the morals wovo knohr the
charge has no foundation in truth
we are a witness that the ladlesindies of
the church have always taught the
youth and all people of our com-
munity that VIRTUE is the pearl
of great pricefrice more precious than
life itself we have been taught
that these sexual crimes are only
second to the crime of murder
does this come up to what yoyouu
please to term it the standard
of american civilization what
is stated above can be BUS

from hermonasermonseerbermonsmona writings and
actions of our people from the com-
mencementmencement

POLYGAMY

editorial of of aug
youou say the mormonscormons propose to
displace monogamy with polyga-
my the mormonscormonsMor mons propose no
such thing they believe all should
ba free to choose for themselves in
the matter of matrimony that if
the dudedutle the mash the boftsoft
young man of 10lo beau mondemondc who
tremtremblesbes at the thought of meeting
the realireailrealitiesties of lifeilfe chooses to re-
main in single bleesbloEsblessednessedness all right
but we think all proper precaution
should bebetakenbetokentaken to prevent them
preying upon thothe innocent those
who werea designed by nature and
naturests god to be honorable wives
and mothers

if others marry but one wife and

esteem it wrong to marry more
then let thomtherm bobe true to their aji12

vows and aahand in bandland
they walk the ruggedragged path otof ilfelifet
meeting bravely the roverreveresoesaes of for-
tune or bask in the smilee ofJOY and
plenty we have goujatnt but a help-
ing hand and goodgoo wishes for all
such persons

if another man believes it to bobe
hiahib religiousreligions duty to take more than
one wife and in so doing he inter-
feres not tain the rights or liberties of
others and he is capable of fulfilling
nathatchat part of the concoucontracttract which pro
vides that wives shall be nourished
and cherished and provided for andant
the children bobe hygienically andancano
physiologically clothed fed and
properly educated we bellevebelieve he
should ba free to thus increase his
amilyfamily responsibilities if hebe soBO

elects
we do not depend upon the social

evils common to monogamio com-
munitiesmuni ties asaa a mainmaln argument in
defense of our belief on the marriage
qquestionuestion as claimed by you the
ononlyly reference made to those social
evils in this connection isia as fol-
lows it is affirmed by our opponents
that they oppose our marriage sys-
tem because it threatens the moral
fayityty of the nation we claim they
make all this fuss and feathers
merely for political capital that if
tholanthothe lawmakerslaw makers and moralistsmora lists and
editors of ounonn landslaudland are soGO anxious to
unezurespreserveerve the morals otat ouiour icatlaoiao
they would bebestst bebeginbezinginnnearereareznez hhomeme
it is18 folly for them to astandtau t uup
to their very ears in corruption andn d
grow red in the famsam jn denouncing
the mormonscormonsMor mons forton supposed evils
that exist in utah thisthia Is no 91brubrubra
taltai effort to make isolated cases of
depravity in both sexes a pretext
for unsettling the very foundation
of your society the mono gamio fam-
ily as you claim neither can ththe

moral depravity which exists be
called isolated 11 your cities towns
and villages abound with the vo
baries of0 brothels which exist tto0 anall
alarming extent it is thesethebe so-
cial evils among you
Christianschristiana that is threatening this
nation with moral bankruptcy As
another writer says this bone
yard abisthis powder magazine to which
we are drifting I1ia not in utah it Isia
jnin your own cities and townstown val
laceaages and homes apologists may
try to hide the corruption which ex-
ists in modern society but it Is in
vain it isia there and is known and
read by all men it is corrupting and
corroding the lifes blood of the na-
ton

na-
tiont did you overhearever hear the pulpit
or press clamor to congress for
special leglelegislationlation to suppress these
vilsevils to cut these soresacres out of the
body politic even if they
were obliged to step over the
limits betbev to their
diction did you ever hear an edi-
torborsaysay the supporters of these evils
must cleventually be shot and bayo
netted to death
you say this Is not ofreli-

gious liberty whether marriage with
you is an religious question or not we
cannot say but it Is part of our re-
ligion whatever other people may
think about it it is baidsaid however
that if you grant our claim to this
being a religious institution that
crime of any nature could be prac-
ticed and the offender set up a
plea that he was merely practicing
his religion and that he should not
be punished in tulatuia connection we
are generally referred to the sutsutbut
tee of india and the action of fa-
natics murdering their children in
the name of religion etc you point
usna totogtos plurality of husbands be-
cause plurality of husbands Is wrong
does it follow of necessity that plu-
rality of wives is a crime the for
mmermeier ibia destructive to the principal
objectact of the union of the sexesbexes
the production of offspring the lat-
ter promotes it the enemies of the
early christians say in their se-
cret love feasts it was their custom
to murder a male infant in order that
they might useuee its flesh and blood
in commemorating the sacrament of
their lords supper suppose
suchbuch had been the practice or even
should be now the practice of some
fanatical sect would that Jjustify us
in abolishing the sacrament by law
or force aspui it is administered by or-
thodoxthodor christianschristiana certainly not
the former is with mur-
der and is wicked the latter is a
beautiful ceremony used to call to
mind the atonement made for us by
our elder Brotbrotherberher while the
sutteesutsutteebutteeauttee child murder and plurality
of husbands may be wrong it does
not follow that plurality of wives as
practisedpracticed by our people Is immoral

the scriptures abound with in-
stances of godsgoda approval of that
form of marriage nowhere elthe
JAin thetho old or new testament i

there a hordofword of condemnation of itby godsgoda servants those whohoppracticedpractisedrt feed it are held tipup by modem
dibivineses nsas patternspatpatttenuseruberua of lanhlauh aandviki 4tue the whole christianfaitha

world0rilav
yikmpantingng with eagerness to soao to retin a polypolygamygams8 1

a abrahamsAbraha rays tgla
bornsorn expect tto0 go tb the 1K
Jjerusalemern over the gates of vilsrileare written ine names of itcobs twelve bonsrone born ct

his four polygamist awhile they would be willingwining to19 bayonet to death a
here they expect to associate yiayla
them and do them honorh mor oroncanaanjCana ans happy shore 212 1

our marriages either ringlesingle orplural are part of our religious falo
butbat congress under the haac
popular clamor said etwasit was artnot ft
ligililiousous and passed a lawtonallah
iteait as a crime the supreme coart09under the same influence that atigressgrebs passed the bill debideed it11

constitutional thothe juamesjudges larhar
the last guess in the mattu baiaad
we are compelled to bear ththena
ashment they are pleased bbasei I1ifI1 we bwlstill practice that
esteem as a part of our ta
here let me say that we davvan
way shown ourselves
to any lawjaw either federal or udltdyour remarks that ma1

already defies fedeefedd
mthority Is a sad mistake naiest

act of defiance from ouiout Ppieule can beba pointed to to busm
the statemententtux we have not d
bittedmilted silently to measuresme asareeasuree that I1pear to us destructive of oka
liberties but all our
have beonbeen lawful we havehavo co-
ntested in the courts eyereyen
act passed against qs that wetre iebe
lieve to be wrong lila that
federal authority ll if it be thenthea
you may expect to emit
for we shallbhail legally but
firmly contend for every inchkalch of
ground sought wrongfully to tsli
wrested from us

mormonism does not aenice
the safety of the government eveteter
bincesince we can remember anything
we bavehane been taught to believe fi5oidylaoil to be the beat goenotieminent on earth that if it wewen
administeradministeredadminis tereaedleak in itft

would grant auam the liberty mCM

could desire we quote from asan tlsd
dress delivered by john ttyler
president of the church arhia

nation as I1 ununderstand WU o-
rganized under the
almighty and the itoithat we revere and thathat ought to
maintained andaud cherished ay elbeibtv

american citizen of taethe gmalghai
mateastates the prophet joseph laiial
was written by thetha inspiration Ict

god people who entertain huibui
of the government areaxe naDM

likely to bobe its destroydestroyerserbers
respectfully

B H bomm

uhla
THE WARWAE 07

ohinaCHINA

tim war breezes that have bmteh
waftedwafred to the western world im
the shores of tongnin have
up other than french anxietiesit
the possibilities of chinese bucca
have been gravely discussed hk

sevenbevenseveralbeveralal european courts the lnim-
itative powers of the quick witted
mongoliansMongolians are well knowlandknownknownandanil

their readiness to copy thom laim

prove ments of the inventive narici
with which they become acquaint
ed has been seen in their
in many parts of the celestialCelestWFen
pire

it is dawning upon thethemiminhdiuniui
many statesmen that Chiohlchiseyonentnewt
tory over the Frfrenchencil which t AAsm

at allail improbable might be wptov
cursor of an invasion by horbherb dB

pigtailedpig tailed warriors into clyn
countries which considering tifc

millions of men that the ceigaceleaCelefita

empire could spare for warvar wa
be a much more formidable awaa
than many might
ly if the modernmodem implements of wa-
rfare were placed in the hands of tiotho

almond eyed hosts that could be

hurled upon the enemy
this probability hlahas occasionoccasionedro

much inquiry into the military
strength of the peculiar country
with thothe enormous population ththo
mostmoat complete account of this bghas
been compiled by the st petersreterspetersburgburg

gazette from which we learn that
china has two separate and distinct
armies one callcalicalleded ththea ararmy of the
eight bannersBannersandand the other the
army of the brestgreat bannerlRalbsninernimer the
first is the imperial armyarnay the
other the provincial army
they number men th
offIcerofficerssabesakeare distinguished from th
common goldRold ferslers by being athlene


