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BLOSSOM TIME
theres a weweddingadding in the orchard dear

I1 know it by the flowers
feyreheyre wreathed on every bough and

branch
or falling down in showers

the8 air is in a mist I1 think
and scarcecaree knows which to be

whetherbether auall fragrance clinging closearf birdsongbird song wild and free
udfl countless wedding jewels shine
udand golden gifts of gragegrace

1 neverover saw such wealth of sun
in any shady place

I1 teemed 1 heard the flutdutluttringtring robes
oft maidens clad in white

the clasping of a thousand hands
IAslenderestSlenkenderesttenderest delight

while whispers ran among the boughs
of promises and praise

AM playful loving messages
wd through the leaf lit ways

udd just beyond the wreathed aisles
riatat end against the blue

raiment of the wedding choiraudfl priest came shining through
aadld though I1 sawaw no wedding guests

thorov groomro
1 nor gentle brideknoerow that holy things were askedand holy love replied
A something through the sunlight said

et all who love be blestbleat I1

theeffle earth is wedded to the spring
abadd god he best

MARY E DODGE

DISCOURSE
ered by presidentfrent george Q

annon at the general ginver
enoe samsalt lake ottyft sunday
Jjtorning april 1889

BYBT ARTHUR
1 wllwill read a portion of the third

Pter of johns first epistle

alfholdALj1
it hold what manner of love theletegana hath bestowed upon us that

tt be called the sons of god
fore the world us notrge it knew him not
oved now are we the sons of

foft udd it doth not yet appear what
4e

alhaji be but we know that when
tto0r shall appearpear we shall be like himae shallahafi 8see him as he is
te kihtaalid everyery man that hhathath this hopegg PUrIpurifiedfiet h himself eveneventsAs he is

whosoever committeth sin trans
gressetheth also the law for sin is thebreadontransgressiongreadon of the law

and ye know that he was manifest-
ed to take away our sins and in him is
no sin

arideth in him kinneth
not whosoever kinneth hathbath not seen
him neither known him

little children let no man decedeceiveive
you he that boeth righteousness is
righteous even as he is righteous

in standing up my brethren and
sisters to address you I1 depend upon
the assistance of your faith and pray-
ers it is a responsibility to
stand up before an audience like that
which is assembled within these walls
to address them upon the principles of
life and salvation I1 should not at-
tempt it if I1 did not hope that I1 should
be assisted by the spirit of god

we are as a people in very peculiar
circumstances it seems to me there
never was a time when we needed in-
structionst and counsel from the lord
more than we do at the present in
fact we cannot live without this coun-
sel and instruction the gathering
together of these latter day saints in
these mountains has been in com-
plianceance we believe with the require-
ments of heaven the organization of
this people the extension of their me-
ttle

set-
tlementstlements throughout this mountain
region are due to the fact that god has
spoken and that he has given com-
mand and that in obedience to that
command the latter day saints have
gathered out from the various places
where they have heard the Gospel to
this land our preservation our
growth our union the strength that
we have are all attributable as we
believe to the blessings of god upon
us if these were withdrawn we
would be in a most pitpitiablelable condition
we assemble together in order thatwe

may be instructed concerning our du-
ties that we may arrive at a better un-
derstandingder standing of our relationship to our
father and the obligations that we
are under to him that we may know
how we can bestbeat discharge those obli-
gations in a manner that will be ac-
ceptablecep table in his sighteight thus far we
havebave been led by him he has not
bidden his face from us he has not I1

concealed his counsel nor withheld
his word this is a reflection which
fills me with thanksgiving and joy
that the day that this church
was organized fifty nine years ago
yesterday up to the present time the
latter day saints have not been left to
grope in the dark or to stagger and
wander around without a knowledge
of that which they ought to do and
the will of god concerning them the
voice of revelation has not been stilled
the whisperings of the spirit of god
have not been withdrawn but there
has been a voice from god in the midst
of this people to which they could
turn their ears and receive the counsel
that they have needed in the great
variety of circumstances in which
they have been placed and shall we
not todaytodar in this congregation and in
this general conference praise our
god with all our hearts that there has
been no darkness so great as to prevent
the rays of light from the eternal world
coming to us there have been no
paths so numerous but what the path
that we hadbad to puisne has been
marked outone in plainness before us
there may have been labyrinths
around us mankind may have been
pursuing devious paths but there has
always been pointed out to us with
the greatest certainty the path that we

should pursue the direction in which
we should travel the labors that we
should perform the things that we
should not perform and the evils that
we should avoid this has been the
case from the beginning I1 thank our
great god this day for this inestimable
blessing certainty has been given to
us god has heard our prayers he
has pointed out to us in answer to
prayer that which we should do and
though we have had evils to contend
with though afflictions have beset our
pathway and persecution has laid its
heavy hand upon us nevertheless
we have had the assurance that we
were not left to ourselves that this
great work with which we are didenti

fledfied had not been deserted by its great
founder that he had not forgotten
nor neglected us nor withdrawn his
favor and watchoareeare from us but that


