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OUR CHICAGO LETTER

IN the heyday of his political
I1

and religious supremacy in engl-
and one of the fieltfirst operations
f the puritanpuritau was the enactment of

a law providing that no observancevance
baW hadbad of the day of decemberDepember
00 balled christmas day to
a4 ferwneran extent there was reason in
thithi apparently

I1

bigoted and insane
enactment the Chrichristmas festivi-
ties of the middle ages were a scan

and n disgrace to religionellglon the
aldW excesses the drunken reverevelriesreveloriesries

loathsome debaucheriesdebaudebaugcheriesherles which
characterized the season of tuthep ap-
pointed anniversary of christs
birth were such that christians hadbad
wanksunk even below the paganism of
roineborne the saturnalia in their
worst daysclays could not have been
worse than were the licentious and
bouw awdoings of the christmas was
aarsaHens james I1 went mammer
aag among the roisterersroisterersors
of hiship day this mummery waswaa

tery pastime and in
truth a most indecent ceremony
to make of it a religious observance
it consisteded of donning female at
uye or any kindkiad of raiment and
going abroad on visiting tours tobd

dul geln all kinds of vice and
WA WAness we can notno blame the

endeavoring to puput A
totj 0oD christmas mummery
groo of opinion exists

ak8 tae date of christsChri atia
rth we are told that if41 wasw
ope A D who

jilt fixed the ath of Dedecembercomber as
chrissPhriss birthday we are also told
that att chrysostom preached a
christmasC cormon inan the city of

de 554 aal it jo to
1N the atter day cuvi
Aes of chis seasoneason will not partake
tao much 0
wrpr of eyerereye err but that

good followfellowshipship and re-
gion aulwul prevailprall sirsar walterW r

of Qchiamas

then opened wide the barons hall
to vassal tenant serf and all
power laid his rod of rullerole aside
and ceremony doffedcoffed his pride
thethe heirbeir withwath roses in kisbis shoesahmea
that night might village partner choose

this I1Is a picture worthy of chris-
tianityti it ll11shows that a spirit of
equality was practiced irfor a short
time

it is noteworthy that in the purely
catic countries christmaschristinas was ob-
served with much more decorum and
more propriety than in what are call-
ed the saxon anoand countries
much of the oldok observances
entered into the celtic christmasChAptmas
thearii mistletoe part of itwas specially

and certainly it is a fea-
ture worthy of preservation when
the
I1

mistletoeletoe
I1

was hung up then it
was supposed that all petty spitessate
jealousies ananiI1 bicke rings between
brethren wereW ere immediately forgot
tepte thete11 waskiss under the mistletoe ismaU faful chaste and edifying
ceremony as compared with the
gourmandizing of4 liiathe wassail bowbowl

sut tarehere comeioncomeicomes in the 41questionon Is
tthisI1 8

I1

mistletoe this holly this ivy
and all the evergreen system of docdec-
oration of entirely Dru idica origin
it is true the druidsdruies delighted in
deep groves and in spreading foliage
tnin factactf the word druid comes from
the celtic word dara an oak tree
before the giant oak his religious
rites were all performed with the
mistletoe much of his medicine work
was performed the letters of his
alphabet bore names of different spe-
cies of trees hishia a was an elm his
6

I1

the beech his 0 the hazel and his
d the oak luin this latter djs alpha-
bet resembles the hebrew they
are the only languages the letters
of which bear a symbolic or ra-
ther ideographic form the a of the
hebrew is an axox the 6 a cabin

y the byte as46 ifa hebrew
to us in english

and in gaelic bochan pronounced
boA awn

isaiah says the glory of lo-
banon

le-
banon shall come unto thee the
fir tree the pine tree and the box
together to beautifybeautiay the paplaceace of
my sanctuary and I1 will make the
place of my feet glorious 11 here
comes the questionq op Is on-
ly a form ofdebased or
is there an element of
in the old druid worshipW orship in an
essay on gaelic poetry I1 find the
following the influence of the
bards over thehe multitude and the
superstitious veneration attached to
their office soon elevated their
dignity next to that of the king the
different orders of the stateate were
distinguished by the number of

colors which adorned their dress
and while the peasants garment
consisted of only one color the
bards were allowed four one lessleas
than the numbercumber woinworn by the mon-
arch bimhimselfself moore remarks that
thisth law argues the high station
accorded to learning among the
ancient gaelsgaeds aas well as a remark-
able coincidence with that hebrew
custom which made a garment of
many colors the distinguishing dress
af royalty and rank 111 1

philologists trace the footprints of
the celt all through europe and
across into asia if they would only
trace the footprints of the hebrews
in western europe much of what
nownow seems inexplicablele and obscure
popcouldid be made as plain as noonday
see smiths bible dictionary for the
word hebrew originally the word

Is it a coincidence that
we find the word iberia in spain
and iveraghiverach in TreirelandjAno it may
be but when coincidencesees crowd
themselves on usup we are forced to
behink aeedeeperper it mamaybey be a ccoinci-
dence

0inci
that we find chicago a town

nenearI1 ar lake michigan endand chiclanaChiclauaclaus
a town in spain near where the
battle of barossabaross was fought in isil1811

when the french were defeated

itlt mamayy be a coincoincidencecide ace to find cu-
mans in venezuela cumorah in
new york and cumberland in
england it may be a coincidence
that wessex so closely resembles
wasatch in fact if wessex were
sounded in its old celto saxon form
it would comelcome out phonetically wa-
satch butbat for the present we will
go no furtherfarther into coincidences
however any person who takes the
proper course of study will find no
difficulty in tracing the hebrew
from jerusalem right to the topmost
peaks of the american continent
and even in the wild heathsdeaths of scot-
land and the brown bogs of ire-
land

one thing is certain as far as
chicago is concerned christmas has
entirely lost its puritan effect
here A few years ago distinct
traces of the puritan Christmas were
visible today scarcely any allali the
churches bad services of some kind
even the congregationalists moved
therathemselvesselves a little

the chicago theological semi-
nary leaisacongregational institution
a kind of minister manufactory it
called a oonconferenceference of home mis-
sionary superintendents college
presidents and pastors for the pur-
pose of improving if possible the
quality of preachers it appears
this sectbeet is in a woeful condition as
regards ministerial talent were it


