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URING Christmas week of 1892
the cornerstone of the great
Cathedral of St. John the Di-
vine was laid. It is only

now, after almost  gixteen vears of

constant labor, that the vast work be-
gins to stand forth as-an carnest of
whit i8 to come.  The oexterior ma-
sonry of the cholr has been completed
aid roofed in and the work of finish-
ing the crossing Is being pushed ac-
tively, with the prospect thuat it will

be ready in o yeuar or so, When it is
and the Interior of the choir |
ranged temporarily it wil she
worshipers, a larger number
e acconmmodated in any other church |
in New York cluy. 4
Ifruition of many yvears of lubor and |
carnest propaganda is represented in |
the gray pile which is rising so slowly
on Morningside helghts. The project !
was broached more than two decides |
ago, but at first enthusiasm was not
ready to take fire. The cathedral idea
hiad not yet taken root in Protestant
Amerlein.  OQur fathers—the  earliest
and most aggressive of them at least—
reached these shores in o mood of deep
rocoll  from  externallsm  in religlon,
andd  they were determined that they
wduld hove none of it,  They were
Puritans, Huguenots, Qualkers, and,
whatever they were, they were on bad
terms with a religlon which maintain-
ed naplendid ceremonial and an ce- |
cieslastical establishment that seemed |
te smack of gloritied worldliness. |
Among ull of them there was a pro-
found distaste for the decorative in
church architecture and for whuatever
was stately and especially costly in
the building and adormment of places
I worship.

Of course this

is

animosity against

rool  architecture was not  lasting.

UAN SHI KAI is the master
builder of the new world of
Ching. He is the viceroy of
the metropolitan province of

Chili, which guards the gateways to

the capital. Hundreds of thousands of

the best classes in the empire have
taken up the great viceroy's slogan,

“What Japan has done wo can do,”

and it may become a war cry. Through

it and by it, s0o acut¢ an observer as

Count Okuma predicts, China at last

will c¢ome into her own and by her

now armies and schools furnish the
best guaranty of the permanent peace
of the far east,

It takes a long time for the fame of

an oriental statesman to reach Ameri-

ca. It is possible for a man whose
nume is on every lip in China to be
practically unknown in this country
outside of official efrcles. Until the
great Ii Hung Chang came to tha
western . world  we' knew  him but
slightly, and even the charming AT,

Wu was an unknown quantity until

ho came to represent his government

ut Washington. . Although Yuan Shi

Kal is conceded first place among Chi-

nese officlal  reformers by the repre-

sentatives of foreign powers in the
emplre, he is little known outside . of

Aslu.  While he has actually been in

officinl  life  for more than thirty

vears it fs only within the last decade
thut he has become a national fgure,

nnd his international reputation is a

growth of the last three or four years.

Not a Court Favorite.

In spite’ of the popularity which
Yuan Shi Kai has won throughout the
empire he is not an especial favorite
at court, That is because he is such
a plain spoken person and not da pro-
fessed admirer of the empress dow-
ager's polleles or even of her pootry.
The old-empress and Prince Ching are
voputed tn be exceedingly literary in
their tastes, and they are surrounded
Ly a coterle of writers, pocts being

given the preference. Yuan professes
to know nothing at all about letters;
his enemles declare that he affects an
ignoranee which is not precisely gen- |
uine, Hea has offended the dowugori
Ly his proposition to reform the Chi- |
nese langunge, As it is constituted at |
prosent” it is necessary to carry in|
one's memory some 6,000 ideographs or

Plne came when the growing Amerl-
ean  people began tu think seriously
of form alul structural beauty, Those
who came to Maryland with the Cal-
verts were free from  this prejudice
agninst  mixing religion and beauly,
and tho immedinte successors of
architecturally austere Puritans
petuiated the tradition more as w
ter of loyalty than anything clsc,

per-

The lrreverent American,

Abroad Americans  are reputed
be the most irreverent persons in
world. When we are accused of it we
do not, as a rule, deny the charge. We
are so  indifferent to the accusition
that we are more amused than indig-
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[ nant when it is made, It doesn’t even I'its irreverence.
!

oceur to us to ask how it comes that | unsatisfactory environment in which

we o enre so o little about some thihgs | Lo learn to be reverent. The vast ma-
{ which scem to be of such vital import | jority of places of worship in this

to others, Tt I8 certainly absurd to | country are lamentably barren  in |
| keep on talking about the influence of | themselves of any idea of worship. |
Puritan traditions to descendants who | There is  absolutely -uething  about

| ‘ure so remote from those traditions as | them to suggest hushed  speech, un-
}m be unable to distinguish between | covered head bended knee.  They |
| the austerity  that hated eceremonlal | were not de wd  with that inten- |
land the debonair indifferentism thut! tion. Tho spivitual appeal was not to

| dismisses all idea of religious order- | he made throuzh the senses.
‘L liness.
|

According to the late Bishop Potter, |

who now lies at rest in the crypt of | other cathedral in New York. He be- I
| the great cathedral which he was so | leved that the noblest ideas should |
| instrumental in rearing, the American | have the noblest expression, and he |

| public is not altogether to blame for | regarded the

We have had o very |

So it scemed to Bishop Potter that |
there was an actual necessity for an-

popular Protestant no- |

SHOWING ROOFED IN CHOI
QAVIOOR'S CHAPEL
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by v hlidy they are Known, but jn foa=
tures and pose they are uiillke the con-
eentions of e envly oprinters uad
setiptorn ik iy HY A those  of
P nyen rathér than
ety and tnere
foivie and rugged-
that I8 cesentianlly
Eight Giant Monahths.
e far o part of $he wopk of opne
truction has atteneied o attentiai
1 yisitorsE then thy I, [ands
Pt v e Vi posliyat of Ly
o t plllars PR AR L0 1 B
oy 1'ro il I 110 slant
wllths AWwore  oanl the  granite
parprles ol -\ Enann ) I and ihey
it repted e b {1t largesl over
10 1L 16 &0 SC00000 to el them
to Mornin feo Wwedsht= and  fne posl-
1 IR of
i fiLe tothe
mEtructed
A ions parts
The ereamcols
reed 1 t exterior tuken
) | I skijl. N Y.
| 4 1kl 10 pire dola-
1 it (RLRN| ¢ #tone which
s [ admirad e v -
(SR i M esoLn ['he sglong
Nief plidn decorative work,
I'h some of the
Bl oty itectural style
hich W by (1 gothie for
the want of ftLor nan This gred
ceptral =pir w liich Hl dominate it
. o det e Hicd and n ificd reproduc=-
tion .'K‘. the boeantirul o of lihn uni-
vershy chureh ot Oxford, The impos-
ing western front surmounted by two
poble towers, will reeall York and Lin-
auln. I'he chevet of ¢ wils, seven in
number, which will surround the choir
g @ characteriztle of {he endid ea-
thedrals of  northern i and  of

tion of a church with horror—“a huge
auditorium  with a platform and i

o dious parlor for chiurchr and so-
ciul  gatherings, with  the necessary
kitehen near at hand.!”  He admitted
freely that the purpose of all this utll-
Uitarianism in rofiglon-=to /get o firm
hold on the masses-——wis admlrables
but he contended that it practically

left religion to take care of Itself,

| What Has Been Done,

it i now possible to form a definite
fdoa of the great structure’s outlines
and to appreciate in a degree the im-
mensity of the plan which is being de-
veloped day by day. Recent gifts from
prominent laymen have made possible

| the completion of the crossing within
a Httle more than u year,  Huge archas

similisr to those  which  have  risen
s10 from year o vear are being
raised at the center of the' crossing.
and on them  will rest  the central

ppire, which will be 425 feet above the
ground, overtopped only by the finials
of two  other cathedrals, Strassburg
and Cologne, The top of the lantern on
the dome of St Peter's will he even
with St John the Divine's highest point,
only St Peter's, Canterbury, Amiens
and Antwerp exceed it in length,

As soon as these arches are finkshed
o temporary roof will o placed over
then, above which further bhullding op-
{erations will be carried on

ig already under cover. The organ for
U the eathedral is now being made in g
| Boston, amd when se % arn begun

in the completed poart of the
will be ready Tor use.
Can oaddequate eathedral ehoir s been

going on for several years inoa cathe-
| dral choir schiool which hig for its sole

| objeet the training of hoys with os-
| pecially good voices,
Powith its tadl colmmns amd  vaulted

root the choir is already an impressive
sight. The vault is 1o be lined with an
immenso mosaic in colors and “gold.
whlch i to extend far above the high

altar. Viewed from the ouotside  the
i erossing and cholr now 80 near com-
pletion . present  a most  strikingg ap-

pearance.  The colossal
the studio of Gutzon Borglum give
| the fipishing touch to the ceclesiastical
exterior,

These statues are nine and « half
feot in height and are placed in con-
cave openings seventy-five feet from
the ground, In their treatment they
differ materially from the conventional
forms, The apostles bear the symbols

picture letters in order {o become a
scholar. The viceroy would simplify
matters by the introduction of a new
alphabet of fifty jetters by means of
which reading may hecome general in
all paris of the emplre instead of \bo-
ing monopolized by the privileged few.

Yuan Shi Kal's greatest achicve-
ment, however, has been the revival of
the military spirit in o nation that.for
unnumbered generations has regarded
the soldier as a social outcast. TFor-
merly the Chinese soldier was saddled
with servitude of the most abasing
deseription. The viceroy's first order
was, “There must be no more kneel-
ing." The humiliation of the Chinese
goldier was abolished by that one com-
mand, and today regiments march
through their native provinces with
heads erect ond chests well forward,
proud of the fact that they are the
defenders of the nation. ¥rom the
lowest the profession of soldler has

‘become-the most honored in the land.

All classes in the empire show the
most unbounded enthusiasi over mili-
tary matters and “Long live our na-
tional army!” is heflrd on all sides.

Not a Soldier. /

Perhaps Yuan Shi- Kai is more re-
sponsible for this wonderful change of
popular sentiment than any other man
in the empire. He is not a soldier and
never has been one,  Until the break-
ing out of the Boxer trouble ha had
nover seen @ repeating ritle, At the
time he was viceroy of the province of
Shantung, but he was ignorant of
any  military tactics  more ecffective
than thase practiced by his own
troops, such as *the infuriated tiger
charge” and *the stubborn wounded
elephant ‘retreat.”  In those days the
viceroy's secretury toolk command of
the troops when ‘his clervical duties
were not too pressing. In spite ol this
ineticient method  of warfare Yuan
kept the Boxers out of his province
Ho was also the one man in
who, during the trying months of the
foreign occupation, demonstrated
ability to please both tha
devils” and his own people,

Moreover, he seems to have been the
one man in the empire who kept his
eyes open and profited by what he saw
at that critical time. I'rom the day

i on which the armies of the allied pow-

Chinn |

his |
“foreign |

YUAN SHI KAL

in his own province. He accomplighed
s0 much in this direction that in 1805,
i after the Russo-Japanese war and its |
| ingtructive lesson of the value of mili=
| tury preparedness, he was appointed
1
|
|

Chang and owes much of his broadness
of view to that great Chihaman,

Hung Chang as a reformer. He pos-
but he had o Reener
than any of them.

hig  country

chiefl commissionér of army reorgani-
zation and went to work immediately
[ to make milltary reform general ull{
| over the empire. Two years later he |
1

ental statesman,
political instinet
He  foresaw that

turned over to the recently created war |
department at Pekin a foreign drilled
{army of 100,000 men, not including the
reservo battalions.

Not Wedded to Tradition,

| Yuan Shl Kal does not seem to have |
been born with the deep and unchang- |

and he was not in the least dominated
by superstition.  He laughed privately
@l most of the absurdities interwoven
8o Inextricably in the popular belicef.

was one of the time honoréd Chinese
abnormalities which Td Hung Chang

- rq@
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ers paraded the streets of Pekin to the I ing reverence for Chinese traditlons,
present his studies have been on mili- | which characterizes most of his fellow |
tary and kindred subjects. He begun | countrymen. He was a protege in his |
by e.\;]n-rlmnniing with army reforms | early years of the astute LI Hung !

It !
ceems hardly possible to speak of Li!

sessed all the vices of thé average ori- |

must !
throw off its traditional handicape 1Y it
ever rogo to a place among ithe nations, |

The ancient custom of foot binding ;

Yuan Shi Kai, Reformer and Builder of New China;
The Man Called “Organizer ¢f Future Victories.
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THE VICEROY AND TIE DANISH CONSUL.

especindly detis He never had the
courage o oppose it openiy, but he
found abundant opportunitivs to attnek

it indirectly, One of themn ‘wag Lo
prompt Yuan Shi Kal in his military
reform movement to announce  that

INTEREST

Most ancient languages were inno-
cent of any system of punctuation. In
muny early manuscripis the Jetters are
pliced ot equal distances apart, with
no connecting link between, even in
the matter of spacing, an. arrangement
which must. have rendered reading at
slght somewhat difficult. The present
systemnof punctuation was introduced

NOTES.

in the latter part of the fifteenth cen-
tury by Aldus Manutius, a Venetian
printer, who was responsible for our
full - stop, colon, semlicolon, comma,
marks of interrogation and exclama-
tlon, parenthesis and dash, hyphen,
apostrophe and quotation marks.
Peanits only thrive in a warn cli=

sandy loam and yields from two bush-
¢ls of pods planted an acre to as much
as forty or fifty bushels of pods and
two tons of straw. The seed is plant-
ed: about one inch deéep in rows from
| twenty-eight to thirty-six inches apart
pnd from twelyve to sixteen inches in
the row. :

The council of the Royal College of
Surgeons has given permission to Dr.

in the muscum of the college an ex-
amination of a collection of material

valley.
in a reply to charges made by the

are caused by too long hours of serv-
fge Dr. Schuly, president of the rail-

mate. The plant requires-a lmey, Eilliot Smith ‘und Dr, Wood ‘Jones of ' woy bureau,
) e B , )
2 3 = o e RS e ¥
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the Cairo Medical school to carry out
| number

found during excavations in' the Nile |

statistics showed that much the jarger
of accidents occurred not i
the later hours of the workmen's day's
service, as would be the case if due Lol

Loverfatigue, but in the earller hours,

Soctal Democratic members of the diet |
of the CGerman empire that' accidents ;

|
\

said that the accident | hourd at & stretch, and then when the

when the men ware fresh,

David Belasco is the hardest worker
of all the American playwrights. It is |
not an unusual.occurrence for him Lo
rehearse & company for ten or twelvo

women with erippled feet wore not
to beeoma e mothers of saldiers,

tit
In

the « before the profession of
iomoldi i been trapsformed from

vitude into one: of notabie  dis-
inction, this ‘statement: would have

actors are tired he dismlsses them and
goes {o work on pruning and fixlhg up
bits of his play, upon which he may he
stil} engaged long alter midnight.

From thne out of mind. ¢ertain dev-
atees of Japan have vislted a
brafed temple at Narita twlee o)
1o periorm the ‘plour” act of fastiug
within itg gacred preginets.

Paper manutactured from the fibep |
of- trees lbegan to be a commercial |

v 3

in memory ol his Wit about roady
for oceupiney.,  In th chapels the
various mational  lloar B e T TR
nized, and they will be dedicated acs
cordingly. The: ehapel of the [talian
Lrite will be dedicatod to St Ambrose.
I thut of the oriental rite to the Holy
Name, that of the Gallican rite to St

The cholr |

temple it
The training of |

figures of the
twelve apostles recently completed in

Lis not easy to realize that he Is theg man

i threateon theiv

Cman 1# dolng is to make ftadiffieult tor

for prottuable exploitation in the em-
pire.  He has already  canceled every
foreizn o sion - of fmportance in
i the count i has given notice that

teapital

those - of Westminster,  Cologne  and
Toledo, One of these beautiful chapels,

St Savionr's, built by August Belmont

AMartin, that of the Spanish rite (o St
James, that of the Scandinavian i
to St Ans=gny that of the German
rite to 8t. Bonifacee, that of the British
rite 1o St Columba

Down In the Crypt.

One purt of the eathedral s prae=
tically finished and has been  in us=e
for soveral years,  This s the erypt,
and the prinei feature of this un-
derground place of worship is the ex-
quigite altar destgned by Louis Tif-
finy und presented to Bishop Potter
by Mrs, Walliee of Chteago,  This is
the mogt ambitious work in mosale
ever done in this country and cost

$50,000.  The hody of the late bigshop
T in i tomboout o the solid
just within the chancel vaili

Ax the  great  structure
shape the  publie int in
pletion increases  perceptibly. The
time has come when many ol those
who wera not in sympathy with Bish-
op Potter when he ladd the corner-
stone are enthusiastic converts to the
cathedral idea,  Thus far  contribu-
Itimn-' to the bullding fund have been
I sufficient to parmit the work to go on
uninterruptedly, which an  unusual
record in cathedral uilding,  The Co-
logne mingter was 400 yvears in buiid-
ing, but Americans are not endowedl
with a like patience, It s not atc all
unlikkely that many of thoseiwho''shw
Bishop Potter Iny the cornerstone on
that chill Docember day wills live to
gee the completed St John the Divine
d GEORGE H. PICARD.
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anclent. praistice As b positts multi-
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their it into the
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Of Ordinary Appcarancg.

Yauun! Shic sl S ranlzer of fu-
ture. yietoarios” 1 11 termed’ in
Ghina i it 1 st shvil in his
1 el ra e, vigshisisroat
teacher, LG Hune Ching, o With nejther
the stature nor tho wit of that oricntal

gont e bus succcoded [ accom-

pli 1 Li never had Uie oo =0
to atltemp To those who see him {or
the tirst time the vicoroy appears to
beoonly - a plodding oflicinl, with less
propensity o sk questions than is the
case with most Chinese statesmoen. - It

who has stivred up hiz countrymen to
prepare against the many rzers that
13310 tal existence.

thinz - which this practical

Anather

{or

i capital to tind an opporisasy

native et riges
der all cir
the ot
in e

favored un-
: e is doevelop-
videposits in Chinm
Cean endburaging

wits Yuan Shi
Pékin guvernnient

D

witl

and
home ¥ ;
© Kai who Indueed the

indus

(0 buy out: the  Amerior svindicate
which owned the Hankow-Canton rall-
road at a-cost of 300 per-cent on the

investad. Todiy railroad

this

eystenmt {5 exclusively” Chinese, )
than that, the Han Yan company. hin
boen  seilimg, piz ir ta the 1nited
Sigles Steel corporation apd I8 now
turninz  out exce jm stec] curs o and
firctio

L tonk | Tor for-

elgn to Chi-
na ‘has dond ; il wonder 1hat
Olium JTapiu 'z ki aentoman of wilairs,
praphesies  that ina will precently

come into her
MORT

produost ol (1867 bt “did ot

graat portance untly I800;

the! o epyenteenn:: yong which - havi
dfrom - that dateithis: hraneh’of

making has grown to such
that it overshadows

hasteng

pro-
ail uthers.
Wi

voegetation,
Dlue o glas Supprelaes St Sousitive
plants, D like “the “mimosua, grow (ifiteen
times higher under red gloss than un-
der bluss
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