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FIFTIETH ANNUAL  CON-
FERENCE.

The fiftieth Annual Conference

of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latte~day Saints convened in the

Lareze 1.%bernacle at 10 a.m. Ax
imuuleuse aﬁ‘diﬂﬂ% assembled,nearly

filling the h)@e building, galleries

inc¢luded. -
On the stand we e

President John Tay'lor, and Elders
Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff
Charles C. Rich, Erastus Sqtow, Lo-
renzo Snow, F. D. Richards, Brig-
ham Young, Joseph F.Smith, Al-
bert Carrington and Moses Thatclher
of the Council of the Twelve Apos-

tles.
Counselor to the Twelve, Daniel

H. Wells,

Patriarch John Smith. = -

Of the seven presidents of Seven-
ties,Joseph Yu::uun%r Horace Eldredge;
Levi W. Hancock, and John Van
Cott. '

Of the Presiding Bishops, Edward

W. Yy, and

L he Fmideucy.of Salt Lake and
utl:ar Stakes, with members of High

*Councils ishp and ‘leading
E{I}::'llgesl _t!mm var?gua parts of the
Territory.

Conference whe called to ©
by President Jobn Taylor.
Choir sang: |
“Greag God attend whils Zon sings3
The joy that from thy prescr@e springs,”

Prayer was offered as follows by
Elder Orson Pratt:

for all these blessings in the name
of thy beloved Son, And as the
50th year'since the organization of
thy Church 8 now about drawing
to a close, we pray that thy peculiar
blessings may continue to rest upon
thy people, and that we may be able
o es

our general conference as 2
| year of jubilee to the Latter-
day Saints. And we pray that as

the close of this yeat of jubilee will
come to an end this day, notwith-
standing the close thereof, that we
may, in all our future years humble
ourselves before the Lord our God
and keep thy commandments
blameless, and walk in all thy or-
dinances and the institutions of thy
kingdom, and serve the Lord our

An | Ged and be united more perfectly

according to the law which thou
hast given concerning the union of
thy people.

Bless we humbly pray thy ser-
vant Brother Taylor. Thou bast
rawed him. up by thy power and
placed him in a high and importan
position in thy church to preside, in
connection  with his  breth-
ren the Apostles, over the af-
fairs of this great latter-day King-
dom. We pray that thou wilt
inspire him with great and import-
ant knowledge and information for
the welfare and happiness and bene-
fit of the Saints over whom he pre-
sides. Bless -him abundantly ‘with
the spirit of revelation; bless him

| with the visions of eternity; bless

him with knowledge that comes
down from heuaven; bless him with

the discernment of thy spirit; bless
him in all things, and qualify him
for the important and high pos tion
fn this thy church and thy king-
dom, in this thine earth.

Bless bis brethren the Apostles,fill

rder | them with the Holy Ghost, inspire

their hearts from on high, and give
unto them the spirit of counsel and
wisdom, that they may impart unte
these thy people thay which sball
benefit them and build them up In
their most holy faith. Bless all the.
presidents of the Stakes of Zion and

O God, the Eternal Father of r¥ea- | their counselors, and also.the Bish-

ven and of earth, we thy children,
thy sonsand daughters, have assem-
bled ourselves together on this the
Guly day of April—the day appointed
and set a:f‘n,rt for the general confer-
y Saints from year to year

—we have amssembled in this
and commeodioys tabernacle, for the
of commiemorating this day,
rds that may
be en from this staid, and also
of giving in our votes and ouy yoices
unitedly in relation to all business
matters that pertain to the Church
of God here on the earth that may

be transacted on this occasion,

We thank thee, holy Father, that
we have been permitted to receive
the fulgess of the everlasting
Gospel revealed anew in  this
great Jast dispensation of the
fulness of times. We thank thee
that thou hast organized thy Church
_the kingdom that
was spoken of by Daniel the
phet, and other holy men that lived
in ancient tim in fulfillment of
wheir words, and that it has been
orgsnized to stand for pver, never
more {0 be destroyed or given into
the hands of other people.

And we than thee, Holy
Father, that in the midst of all the
persecutions and difficulties we have
encountered during the fifty years
now being brought to a close, that
thou hast sustained us, that thou
hast pot utterly cast us off; that
thou hast pot suffered us to become
victims to our enemies and to those
thgt have persecated us; but, that
thou hast sustained thy Baints and
brought them into these monntain

valleys and planted them in the
midst of the fastnessgs of these ever-
lasting hills, and spread fthem forth
upon the right and upon the ieft,
until we have oecome & great and a
flumerous '

- We thank Thee for the great gath-
ering which ﬂm .hmihﬁn&mnmmamad
and inaugura in -
tion—the g!;.thﬂrin of thine elect,
‘the gathering of Saints of the
Most High-—thal we have been per-

mitted to come from all the varicus.

nations wherever the gospel bas been

_ Prem:hbd and  churches raised up,

and .establish ourselves

in these
mountain vales. -

*Wg thack Tbhee, 0 Lord, for all.

thy peculiar care and thy great mer-
eies thiat have been extended to this
Notwithstanding our many

weople. _
_{:ﬁﬁrfﬂctiuns, our many follies and

sins, thine eyes have been upon us
for good. Thou hast raised us upithou

Tuast strengthened our hands; thou |
hast encouraged us in our work;
thou hast visited us by the manifes- | |
. tations of thy Spirit; then hastgiven'of Man, revealed in these latter

ops and als) the various Wards in
avery Stake, Bless them with in
spiration, with the knowledge of
, with an understanding of their
several duties and callings; and may
thy servants from the highest to the
least, in all of the various councils of
the priesthood, be inspired from on
high, and thus be sable to carry out
the great purposes ‘whieh thou hast
intended concerning the everlasting
oriesthood again  sent  down
from heaven and conferred upon
man. T
We pray, O Lord, that the.work
of the gathering of thy Saints may
continue, that thine icrael may be
gathered from all nations and Lgo
Jes under the whole heavens, to
well - in these mountain valleys,
and become a greaf people, that the
borders of Zion may be streiched
out, and the ecords of Zion be

strengthened and thy people be
prepared’ with one heart and one
mind for that great redemption
which thou has promised to them
in the latter days. |

Let thy blessing, O Lord, be upon
this congregation, upon every man.
every woman, every child -and
every person that attends whose
heart i3 desirous of serving
the Tord  his God. May
the spirit of inspiration rest upon
them all. May the spirit of phe
Most High impart peace and conso. !
lation to all who may be sick and
afflicted, that are not permitted to
meet swith us this day—may they
find favor in the sight of God, may
thine angels be sent  forth tc minis-
ter unto them that they may be

' comforted, raised up and healed, and

that the destroyer may be rebuked

L from) the midst of this people In

every settlement,

O, Lord, we ask in the name of

Jesus _Christ that duriag the
convention of our Confer-
ence from to  day un-
til the close thereof, that the|

Lord our God may be in the midst
of. this peple, that thine  angels
may be round about us, that the
heavenly hosts may rejoice over us,

that the vision of our minds may

{ Richards sketched several i

| leave the Saints to

Hearus,0 Lord,in these our suppli-
cations. :
tions. Assist us in this Conference,

‘and ‘smile upon us from thy holy
'habitation. And when we have

' hast given us to do in this probation,
'may we be prepared to go into thy

the past year since|kingdom, behold thy face, and re-

ceive that welcome plaudit, ““Come
yve blessed of my Father, and inberit.
the kingdom prepared for you from
hefore the foundation of the world.”
['hese, together with all other bless-
ings which we should pray for, we
| seek for at this time, not in our own
name, but in the name of the Lord
' Jesus Christ. Amen.
Choir sang:

“When eatth in bondage long bad lain
And darkness o'er the nations reigned.”

President TAYLOR announced that
important business would be trans-
acted to-morrow, in which the Salt
Lake, Utah, Davis and Weber
Stakes were particularly interested,
and he wished the presidents of
these Stakes and as many others as
possible to be present.
wElder FRANKLIN D, RICHARDS
congratulated the Saints on reach-
ing the firvieth anniversary of the
Church, and upon the wonderful
work that had been accomplished by
the Almighty. He reviewed the
jubilee as celebrated by ancient
Israel, and exhorted the Saints to
seek for the spirit of jubilee, Re-
flecting on the pre
during the past fifty years, he asked
what woulm its progr ss during
the next firtty years, if we were in
the position we ought tooccupy con-
sidering our experience. Elder
mportant
scenes of the early history of the
Church; among them the incident
of the friendship to  the
Prophet Joseph Smith of Biephen
A. Douglass, and of . the rise of
that statesman until he turned
against the Saints and uttered the
well known saying about ‘“‘cutting
out the ulcer of Mormonism from
the body politic,”” when in fulfil-
ment o the prediction of the Pro-
phet Joseph, he lost his power and
iailed to avtain the object of his am-
bition. He referred next to the ef-
fort of Benton, by obtaining the call
for the “Mormon ' Battalion,” :to
perish in an In-
dian country, and who shortly after-
ward was simitten with an internal
ulcer which led to vhis death, He
then touched upon the providence of
God in bringing us into the moun
tains, where we resied in

cel
while civil war descolated the ﬁ;d.

He next drew attention to the com-
ing of the army teo exterminate the
“pMormons™ apd the way in which
the Lord turned the event to our
material adyantage.
the time when government officers
arrived here, seeking our injury, but
in vain, Schaffer, who issued the
proclamation forbidding our militia
tw muster, soon passed away and his
dry bones were carried out of the

Territory. A certain Judge who had
sought to destroy-this pie, had
also perished and gene down to the

grave, and peradventure that man
to whom he had said derisively,
“Thomas,’T am sorry for yoa, very
sorry,” would have to carry a drop
of water to him to ecol his parched
tongue. In all these things were-
cognized tho hand of the Lord; and
we should reflect on His providences
and be siirred up 1o ipdividual

the drunkenness and whoredaoms
and various forms of evil now being
introduced by our enemies for our
overthrow, Yhat better could we
do this year pf Jybilee, than turn
our minds tow :js helping each
‘other, to relieve the poor ﬂncr gather
the Saints? Our rich brethren who
hold debts against the worthy poor,
might send them a receipt in full,

and God twould bless them. Lel
those who hold mortgages
against the worthy but  un-

suecessful and struggling brother,
releasg his home from bondage and
thus “make friends with fhe mam-
mon of unrighteousness,” t the
poor saints abroad be remembered
and be delivered, and then bles-
sings of wiis ysdr of jubilee should
be extended to every pavt of the

be opened to contemplate the things | e@rth, that all hearts might be made

of God; and that all who spea \
speak. by the ipspiration of - thy

irit aud all be edified tozether,
&E ask {1)2&9, O Ii.ﬂ't‘d,' to let thy
blessing be upon all the missionaries
that are Eentpfgtm into the nations
of the earth, that they may goin
power, go in strength, filled with

the spirit and power of God, 1".“‘!_12*:(11
with courage and holy boldness to

carry forth among the children of}

. | gigd and God our Father erown us
k may : %ﬂth His favos. :

Elder L. Johin Nuttall read the
statistical . report of the various
Stakes,

President Taylor said as the house
was rather cold the meeting would
not be prolonged. _

. The choir sang the anthem,

.+ %Who I8 like unte thee, O Lowd.

Adjourned till 2 p. m.

men the glorious gospel of the Son’

Dismissed with prayer by XKlder
Lorenzo Snow,

Be with us in our delibera-| = -

fully aecomplished the work thou |

rogress of this work |

| cou pled with other thin

- TUESDAY, 2 p. m.
Choir sang:
From Greealand’s fcy mountains -
From India’s coral strand. '
Prayer by Elder ALRERT CAR-

RINGTON.

- Choir sang. | .
Ye Genttle nations cease your strife
And listen to the words of life.

Elder 1. J. Nuttall read the finan-
cial report of the T'rustee in Trust
containing a detailed statement of
the receipts and disbursements dur-
ing the year 1879. -

irest. 'AyLuRstated that vouchers
were on hand for all the acdounts
read, and thought that the Auditing

Committee should examine them.

Llder LORENZU SNow moved that

——

we accept the report and that it be
referred with the accompanying
documents to the Auditing Commit-
tee, 1'he motion was seconded and
carried unanimously.

The financial report of the Logan
l'emple was then read, also of the
Manti Temple, |

An exhibit of the receipts and ex-
penditures of the l'erpetual lrmi-
gration Fund for the past six months
was presented.

Elder ERrRasTUS SNOW addressed
the eongregation. He congratulat-
ed the Saints on this auspicious oc-
casion; on the general outleok; on

| ter-day Saints

whole people the executioners of the

death outside the gates of the city.

panying that Jiberty which prevent-
ed a surplus of marri WO

-

law were a rebuke to the “Chris-
tian® civilization of the age. He
showed that we were an ive
eople; mot by .war or force,
ut by industry, growth, spread-
ing abroad and

hy gathering the poor,; multiplyin

and replenishing the earth;P an

while the native American families
are dwindling, we were rearing large
numbers of robust and v
dren. 1If God and angels were to
show themselves they would blush

produce abortion and secret murder
of *Christian™ offkprings.
iquities cried aloud to heaven; and
the cities which protected them
while they cried out for destruction
upon the Saints, would ' be judged of
heaven. He asked, should the La

pattern after theése
infamies, restrict honorable marriage
and leave a surplus of women for a
prey {o the ungodly lusts of brutal
men? God forbid!

the prosperity that had attended
our etlorts; the peace that prevailed;
the geod degree of unanimity ex
hibited; and the good spirit and
general Interest manilmteg by the
people. The financial reports coupledu

templated in the Roman monogamic

law and the law's of Lngland, with =

the soc¢ial institution of plural mar-

with those of school superintendents
and other public Tunctionaries,
showed that the people were pro-
gressing in all things that make a
nation great.g The number of meet-
ing-houses and school-houses anu
the improvement in education,
gs mention-
ed, all caused a feeling of gratitud
o God. He endorsed the views ex
pressed by Lider ¥, D, Richards in
the morning, and hoped that the

He came to|

building or other Chuprch purposes.

righteousness, and to battle against |j

spirit of kindness and charity anc
forgiveness and wunion would be
more than ever manifested among
the pe.ple of Ged, When woulc
they have a more suitable time thanp
the present, the commencement of
the second half of the first centur)
of our history, to make a ;enewec
elfort for improvement? He alluced
to the operations of the P, . Fund
Company, and urged the necessity
of those who owed the Fund w
settle, that the means might be
used for the deliverance of the poor
in foreign lands; for @ as it
was in the days of the Savior and
John the Baptist, one of the signsoi
this ministry was, “I'he poor have
the gospel preached unto themy.” It
was in contemplation that thi:
should be a year of jubilee and re
lease from debt to the Funtl of those
who had striven but were unabie to
pay what they owed. The duty ol
all was, to cease their hard-speaking,
their covetousness and their undue
desire to get rich. His experience o.
many yvears among the people as
well as that of the Bishops was,
that, as once declared by {’residen.
Young, there was not more than
half ac honest tithing paid in the
midst of Israel. If an honest tithing
were paid, there would be no neeu
for any extra donations 1or temple

Fhe amounts of tithing rﬁce::lived
might seem to aggregate a large
sum. But it would be seen that in
consequence of most of it being
in‘}ﬁ# juce and labor and little of it
in Cash, and the numerous pur

for which it was digburged, that the
whole amount was necessarily ex- |
pended. He spoke-in praise of the
general thrift of the Baints, and
showed that this provoked the jea-
lousy of our enemies, as'it had done
in Missouri in the naré?r days of the
Church. Our Sabbgth SBchool sta-
tistics showed 30,000 children, and

any of the other Territories and sev-

riage, which were totally opposite
to each other, and argued that
the religious liberty contem-

plated by the fathers of this
country would extend eonstitutional
protection to the Mahommedan and
his families as well as the Christian,
as ex ¢d in one of our hymns

com by the Apostle Parley P.
Piafh, - 5 e )

‘‘Come ye Christian sect and Pagan,
Imng }itﬂlﬂlnv, Greek or Jﬂ'“, .

Worshippers of God or Dagon,
Freedom's banner waves for you,”

Elder Snow closed with a power- .

ful arraignment of the authors and
enforcers of the anti-polygamy bill.
Choir sang the anthem:
“Glory to God,”

Adjourned till 10 a.m. to-morrow,
Dismissed with prayer by Elder
WiLyrorD WUODRUFE, “n

SECOND DAY. .
Wednesday 10 a. m.

Choir sang:

Fhe morning sun has chased the night
And brought again the cheering light.
Prayer by Counselor D, H,
Wells, |
Choir sang:
Let those who would be Saints indeed
Fear not what others do.

Elder LeEvi W, HANCOCK said he
was 77 years old to-day, and nearly
30 yedrs ago - he was baptized, after
receiving the testimony of the Pro-
phet Joseph, who received the word
of the i.ord and was slain by the
professed followers of Him who died
.or his fellow man. 'He was fami-
harly acquainted with the Prophet,
lived - with him for three years,
worked under his direction; and he
was one of” the most pleasing spifita
that he had ever been assogiated
with, He then bore testimony that
chis gospel was true; the Book of
Mormon was true: the 'welve were
true; he heard Joseph say that this
work could not be built up without
i'welve Apostles and Seventy. to
follow in their wake. Their deecis-
jops if made in righteousness and
unity were as valld as the decicion
of thie first presidepcy in the days of
the i'rophet, as was declaréd in the
Doctrine and Covenants,and if there
were no divisicns among them their
voice would be the voice of the Lord
and all I1srael should say Amen toit.
He exhorted all the Saints to works

a better educational showing than{ of righteousngsg.and ipvoked the

blessings of God upon them,

eral of the States into the bar%ain.
Our social relations were an object
of hatred, not because our wives and
mothers and sisters were not virtu-
ous and good, or that their purity
was noi guarded, but:_becar 1}5& our
system gave An Opporiu lor wo-
man to EI the }xxggoapu?ag ed for
her, and accomplish the object of
her creation. T was contrary to
the way of the world. He consid-
ered that If ths RBigte forbade
a large-souled -honorable man from
earing for the neglected pirtion of
womankind, the state should com-
pel bachelors to mawry, He por-

—

of .the world and the injustice to-
wards woman, of modern Christen-
dom, and the deep h®pocrisy of the
priests and Jeading men in opposing
plural marriage in the face of the
evils which they themselves sup-

trayed the terrible social condition | des ni
of joy and liberty te abound amon

ported. The law in Israel made the

President JuuN TAY LOR gaid that
Bro, Hancock was one of the Seven
Presidents of Seventigs, an old vet.
eran, in the Church whom we were
glad to hear from, but his voice was
not strong enough to speak long in
this large building. President Taylor
then madp some remarks on the
i?.;ar{,e tual Emigration Fund, statipg
that he thought z!p. this year of jubi-
lee, we ought to do like the anclpnta
and take ofl'the vcke from those
‘&Vhpb weré in dehl:dto the Fund and
unable 1 Y; and release them
from their b%amfa.gae His brethren pr
2 Twelve {ningd with him in 3
ire to do this and cﬁsg  feeling

-

the poor. It was desirable for the
officers of the Church and those who
had contributed to the Fund to have
8 ypice in thmb €T, as they should
have on all leading questions of the
Church, Elder A, Carrington, Pres-

This was a consistent law, aceoms-

lmseming f‘the .
gate of the enemy,” by purchase,.

igorous chil-

at the devilish arts invented by sej=:
ence and adopted in this nation tom

These in-

The  speaker
contrasted the crime of bigamy con-

| adulterer, who was to be stoned to

H

The customs. of the semi-civilized
4+ Inddan tribes who followed the same *



