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ANNUAL con-
ference

the fiftieth annual conferenceference
ofodtheiliejile 4 church of jesus christ
Llatteyattdaday ay saints convened in

I1

izare tabernacle at 10 am
immense aClolice assembled
filling the I1haage building
included

on thotile stand wc e
president john taylortasiorj and

orsonoron pratt wilfor woodruff
charlescharies C nichrichI1 erastusarastu snow 10lo
renzo snow FF D richardsKicharucharl brig-
lialiamm young joseph F smith al-
bert carringtonoh and moses thatcherherner
oftiietilethe council of the twelve apos-
tles

boullcounselor to thetile twelve daniel
ifdwellsHWI1 wellsellseils

patriarch john smith
of thetho seven presidents of seven-

ties joseppi young horace eldredge
leniwlevi W hancock and john
cott

odtheof the presiding bishops
hunter leonard W JUhardyabdyardy
robert T burtonre presidency of salt lake and

other iskesaukes with members of high
cocouncils bishops and leading
Eedees from various parpanpartsts of the
territory

conferenceContereneorenco wabwas called to order
by president johnsalin taylor

choir sang
grofgresGros God attend whit zion stays
uhethe joy that from thy presumeme springs

prayer waswis offered as by
elder orson pratt

0 god the eternaleathfathfatherarofofilea
vvenen andoeaudand of earthcarth we thy children
thy sons and daughters hayehave assem-
bled ourselves together on this the
ciji day of april the day appointed
and wtsetlet partaparta for the general confer-
ence of jiuiny saints from year to year

we hairehavo assembled in this largelange
and commodcommodiousiovalova tatabernaclebernACle for the
purpose of commeniacommemorating this day
and of hearing thetha voyes that may
be spoken from this stand and also
of giving in our votes and ou voices

in relation to all businessbusingss
matter that pertain to the church
of god herehene on thothe earth that may
be transacted on this occasion

we thank theetilee holy fatherP that
n e havohave been permitted to receive
the felaoss otof the everlasting9
gospel revealed anew in thillathi
gigleatgreateiteat last dispensation of the
falness of times weive thank thee
that thou hast organizedorganisedzedsed thy church
and established the kinkingdomkindomdom that
wasiras spoken of bby daniel tilethe pro-
phet and other holy melrmeun that jivedlived
a ancient times in fulfillment of

ileflitiir words anzanyand that it has been
organized to stand for oserover never
nionemore to be desdestroyedtroyed or giyen into
the hands of ototilerI1ierien people

and worot tthankhank thee holyrather that in thetho midst of all the
persecutions and ditMITdifficulties we have
encountered during thetile criftfiftyV years
nowpow being brought to a close that
thou hastbast sustained uuisuil that thou
ikasthast not utterly cast us off that
hou hast not suffered us to become

victims to ourdur enemies and to those
lift have persecuted us but that
thou dixitlialla sustained tily saints and
broubroughtglit than intinto thesatheao mountain
valleysvailess and platopuntedpanted ththemwinmin in the
midst of tilethe ffastnessesfastnesses ot cheso ever
basting mlishills and spread them forth
upon the right and upon thitha left
until we 1havolavelavo become a great andaand A
humorous peopleea

1 we tinkthank theo for the great gath
tfring which thou hastbast commanded
find inaugurated in this despedispensadsausa
tttionaonlon the gathering of thine electeject
theIthe gathering vfof uletho saints of ththe
emosi high tuaithai wo havehame beonbeen per-
mitted to comecomo from all the various
patrons wherever the gospel has been

reached and churches raised tipup
and esestablishestabilllashsh ouroui selvesbelvea hrjjr these
mountain vales

we thank theeabee 0 for all
thytily peculiar mracara aud thy great me-

rgeserieat p that have been extended to this
people Nnotwithstanding neifout many
imperfectionsi tionatlona ourou r many frilleslleslies nnaapaai d

arntSrhiisnt thine oyeseyes have been upon us
forgood thou hastbast rasedurdut
liastllast strengthened our hahandsuda thoutilou
hasthaa encouraged us in our work
thou liasthast visitedvi cited us by tiletiie manifes-
tationstatiTs of tilythy spiritt thou llasthast given

revelations from time to time to
strengthen thy servantswi and encour-
age thy saints audandalideewo thank theetheo
for all these blessings in the name
ofbf thy bebelovedloveil son and a thetile
aoth yearsincosince the organization of
thy church is now about dradnadrawingwa t
to a closcloseeweoweewoibi pray that thy peculiar
blessings may couthcontinuelue to rest upon
thy people and that we may be abid
to esteem the past year
our general conference a
year of jubileejubliee to the latter
day saints84lints and we pray that as
the close of this yea ofor jubileejubliee will
come to nn end this day notwith-
standing thetho close thereof that we
may in all our future years humble
ourselves before the lord our god
and keep thy commandments
blameless and walk in all thy or-
dinancesdinances and the institutions of thytily
kingdom and serve the lord our
godgad and be united more perfectly
according1 to the law which thou
hast ggiveniven concernconcerninging the union of
thy people

bless we humbly pray thy ser-
vant brother taylor thou hasthasl
raisedrayed him up by thy power and
placed him inain a high and imimportantt
position in thy church to preside in
connection with his breth-
ren tiletho apostles over the af-
fairfaira of this great latter day king-
dom wevito pray that thou wilt
inspire him with reatecatgreat and import-
ant knowledge and information for
theuie welfare and happiness and benebenc
tit of the saints over whom helie pre-
sides blessblesi him abundantly with
the spirit of revelation bless him
with the visions of eternity bless
him with knowledge that comes
down from heaven bless him with
the discernment of thy spirit besbjes
him in all thingslingsti and qualifyquality him
for the important and high pos tion
in this thy church and thy king-
dom in thithis thinothine earth

blessbiess hishib brethren the Apostle fill
them with the holy ghost iriirlinspirespire
their heheartsarts from on high and give
unto them the spirit of counsel and
wisdom that they may impartimpartwrt unto
these tilythy people that which shallshail
benefit them and build them uptip in
their most holy faith blessbiess allali the
presidents of the stakes of zion and
their counselors and also the bish-
ops and aisoalso tiletho various wards in
every stake bless them with in

with the knowledge of
god with an understanding ofot their
several duties and callincallinggsandand may
thy servants from the highest to the
least in all of the various councils of
the priesthoodestwoodesthood bobe inspired from on
high and thus be able to carry out
tilethe great purposes which thou hafhathafthastt
intended concerning the everlasting
priesthood again sent down

i from heaven and conferred upon
manroan

wowe pray 0 lordtard that the work
of the gathering of thy saints may
continue that thine israel may bobe
gathered from all nationsliatioaspas and uvopeo
plespies under the whole heavenorheaveno to
dwell in these mountain vaileyvalleys
and become a great people that the
borders of zion maybemay be stretched
out and the cords of zion be
strengthened and thy people be
prepared with one heart and one
mind for that great redemption
which thou has promised to them
in the latter daysdayi

letlot thy blessing 0 lord belie upon
this congregation upon every man
every womanbomati every child and
every person that attends whose
heart is desirous of serving
the lord his god may
khe spirit of inspiration rest upon
them all may the spirit of the
most highsighan impart peace and consoconsa
lation to all who may be sick and
afflicted that are not permitted to
meet with us this day may they
find favor inin the sight offoodagodgod may
thine angelseisels be sent fdforthrth to minis-
ter unto them that they maybemay be
comforted ralrairaisedseiset upu andaid healed and
that thelle may bbe rebuked1

frointron thatha midst 0off lythisis peoplepie in
everyevenyevereven settlesettiesettlenientent I1

alord0 lord wee ask in the name ofdf
jesusasu christchrist thatthai duangdulip the
convention of bur confer-
ence from day to day un-
til the ththereatcrept that the
lord our god may be in alio
of this pepie that thine angels
mayma be roundrotund about us thatthatthethetho
heavenlyhea enlyeniy hotshobs maymas rejoice over us
that the vision of our minds Tnuyquy
beIX openedopbidhed to templatecontemplatecoliepil the thinthingsg9

of god dudondand that nilall who speak mayma
speak byny jileethe inspiration ofdf tbthyy
P nudaud 0flu beIQ 4 r
wewe askilsk thee 0 lordloyd to letjet thyty
blessing be upon allnil the missionaries J

that arc sent nuonumnto the nations
of thethet earth that tilethey may gomoa
power go illin strength filled with

I1 the spirit and power bfof gododd
with courage and hoyholyhoj boldness to
carry forth amongamor the children dff
men the glorious gosgospelpe I1 of the son
of man revealed in thesethose latteriatter

dadays 0forOr the benefit of tilethe human
ffamilyarl I1y

hm ordin these
lationseatcateat ionslons bobe with us in our delibera-
tions assist us in thisthia confereconferenceneence
and uponapon us fromaroiU thy holyhols
habitation and when wo hahave
hillyfully accomplished thetile work thoutilou
hast given us to do in tah probation
may we bobe prepreparedpaved to go into thytily
kingdom behold thy face and roxe
celse that welcome plauditplaudit come
ycyo biesblesblessedsedofof my father and inherit
chekinthe kingdomdom prepared for yousou from
before fheohethe abundafoundationloun dationtion of tho world
thetheetace together with all other bless-
ings which woive should pray for wec
seekbeek for at thisthia time not in our own
name but in the name of the lord
jesus christ amen

choir sang
when canth in bondage long hadbad lain

and darknessdarknessknees oer the nations reignedned 11

president TAYLOR announced that
importimportantalltailt busInbusinessess would be trans-
acteda tomorrowto morrow iniu which the salt
lake utah davisbavis and weber
stakes were particularly interested
and he wished the presidents of
these stakes and as manxmany others as
possible to be present
lderidenidermer FRANKLIN D
congratulated thetho saints on reach-
inginythethe fiftieth anniversary of thetile
church and upon the wonderful
worwork that had been accomplishedaccomplishedbyby
the almighty hohe reviewed the
jubilee as celebrated by ancient
1liisraelrael and exhorted the saints to
seek fortor ththe spirit of jubilee bere
necking on the progress of this work
during the past niftyfifty years he asked
what would bo its ss during
thothe next nittyfifty spans if we were in
theclio position we ought to occupy con-
sideringsi our experience elder
richardskicKlchards slsketchedetched several important
scenesbeenes of the early history of ihotho
church among them the incident
of the friendship toto the
prophet joseph smith of stophenstephen
A douglass and of the niserisse of
that statesmanPta until he turned
against ohp saints and uttered taethe
wellivell known saying about cutting
out the ulcer of mormonism fromcrom
the body politicpolitico when in fulfillfulfil
montment of the prediction of the pro-
phet

i

josephjoweph he lost his and
tailed to attain the object of his am-
bition he referred next to the ef-
fort of benton by obtaining the call
for the mormon battalion to
leavoleave the saints to perperishI1sh in an in-
diandiandlan ioutoucountry and ahovhowho shortly after-
ward was smitten with an internal
ulcer which led to bishisthis death he
then bouctouchedhedbed upon thothe providence of
god in bringing us into the moun
taing where we rrestedted in peace
whilewhilo civil war dedes thethelthelandandjand
liehe next drew attenattentionmonbon to the cormcorn
ing of the army to exterminate the
11

4forcormonslormons aad nniehe way in which
the lord turned the event to our
material advantage heHO came to
the time when governgovernmentmentmeat offommmeersofficers
arrived here seeking our injury but
vivainin vain schaffer who issued the
proclamation forbidding our militia
r10 nilallmusterstonstar fsoonoon papasseded away and his
dry bones were carried outolit of the
territory A certain judge who had
sought to destroy this peopleeopCOP hadbad
also perished and gonogone fowndowndown to tilethe
grave and peradventure that man
io whom liehe had said derisively
11 rhomasthomas 1 I am sorrykorry for you very
sorry would have to carry a drop
of water to him to cool liishis parched
tongue dinallin allali these things we re
cognietcognied tho hand of the lord and
weswe shouldbould reflect onop his provi dences
and be stirred lipjipup to individualindividual

and to battlebattiee against
thetile drunkenness and whoredoms
and various forms of evil now being
introduced by our enemies for our
overthrow what better could we
do this year pfaf jubileebileethanthan turn
ouiour mindsminas tolltowardsfi heiinghaling pacheach
other to relieve iflp poor anuana gather
tb e aaI1u tst 0ourli rich iyrelISrelhrenbren who
hold debts against the wworthy poor
might sendmad them a recelreceiptt I1in11 full
and god would bissbloss nemmemthem let
those who boldhoid mortgages
against thetile worthy but un-
successful and struggling brother

hihishib homelimp from bondage and
thus makomake friends wh the
monmouconofof unrighteousness itlit thiothie
poor saints abroad be rememberedrememberpd
uldand bebp delivered and then bles-
sings of thibthia biear oftf jubileejubliee should
be extended to everyovery wtpat of thotile
parth that allali heartshearth might bebejadomalomato
glad and god our fatherfattler crown us
with his favor

eldereider L jiuljini suttah tho
rstatistical report of tild various
stakes

presidentnesident taylor said as tilethe house
was rather cold thetile nicemeetingtintip wouldweuld
not be prolonged

rhothe choir sang the anthem
11 i habo Is likeilke unto theethoe I1 00 lordlovd

tillti 2 p ni
Ddismissedasmis aedqed with brayergrayerprayer by elder

lorenzo snow

tuis Y 2 1 in
cliochoirir sang

eromfrom Greenlands icy mountaini pi

troifrodifrol 11euillialudukilLiadug coralcorla strand
prayerrj ayer by elder almern CAcarCAKR

P
choir sang
reye gentele nations
and to thothe words af we I1

elder tiLJ Nuttall read thothe finan-
cial report of the trustee in trust
containing a detailed statement of
the receipts and disbursements dur-
ing the year 1879

irestvrest rAYLoR stated thatthalvouchers
were oilon handli nd for all the aceaccounts
read and thouthoughtli t that thothe auditing
committee should examine them

Ehiderelderiderlder snow moved that
we accept thothe report and that it bobe
referred with tilethe accompanying
documents tb shethe audiauditingting ammicommit-
tee

c

the motion was seconded and
carried unanimously

the financial report of the logan
temple was then read also of the
mantinanti templean exhibit of the receipts and ex-
penditurestures of tilothe relifeilperpetual emi-
gration fund for thelastthe past six months
waspresentedresentededenederelder erastus snoSNOWv addressed
thetiie congregation helielle116 congratulat-
ed tilethe saints on this auspicious oc-
casion 5 oilon the general outlook on
the prosperity that hadbad attendedendea
our efforts the peace that arevprevailedailed
the good degree of unanimity ex
hibithibihabitedtedcd and the good sspiritirit and
general interest manimanifestedfestes by the
people the financial reports coupled
vitti thosethom superintendentsuperintendentsfc

and other bublicpublic functionariesfunctionarlesaries
showed that the peoplepeppie pro-
gressinggresgrossingging in all things that make a
nation greatgreate the number of
ing houseshowes and schoolhousesschool houses anu
tthee improvement in educationeducatoou
coupled with other things mention-
ed all caused a feeling of gratitude
10 god he endorsed thetho views ex
pressed by Lelderlderider F 1D richardsinclUchards in
thothe morning and hoped that
spirit of kindness and charity anancand
forgfongforgiveness and union would be
more thanthau ever manifested
the people of gpogod when woula
thesthey haap a more time than
the prepresentent the commencement ofbf
the second half of the first century
of our history to make A depew0
eff-orteffort fnorforor improvedimprovementeatz liehe allaliallecallured ed
to thothe operations of the P E fundcompany and urged the necanecessityity
of thoze who owed the fund to
settle that thetho means inmighti ht bbee
used for the delldelideliveranceveraneverano of thethoihc poor
in foreign lands for as it
wasi in the afpf the savior and
john the baptistBaptit oneono of the signsfeigns ol01
this ministry was arherheihorho poor have
the gospelgospel preached unto them it
was in contemplation that thistill
should be a year of jubilee andandrefe
lease from debt to the funnfund of those
who had striven but were unable to
pay what they owed the duty ol01
all wastwas tito cea-secease their hard speaking
their and thein undue
desire to get rich his experience 0
many years among the people aas-
well as that of the bishops was
that aaas once declared by deni
young there was not moiemomemore than
half an honest tithing paid in the
midst of israelisarael if an honest tithing
were paid there would be no neau
for any extra donations lor temple
building or other church purposes
niehie amounts of tithing received
might seem to aggredaggregatedategate a large
sum but 1 would bohtebeLtebo freenenthatthat in
consequence of most of it being
jnn

1

produce and labor and littleoxlittlittleleofleorof iiit
inin cashah andaed thetile nillbillnumerousnerous purpose1

for whichWhiah it wasnas disburseded that the
whole amount saswas necessarily ex-
pended Hhe spokekelin praise of the
general abrthriftlart of thetile saintQ and
showed that this provoked theiho jea-
lousy of our mealescnemteemle asasitit hadbad done
in in the garlyparly days of the
church our sabausabbathBabbath sta-
tistics showed children and
a better educational showingng than
any pfaf alip otherothen territories and sev
eral afpf the states inep tho bargain
our social relations djoro Ain object
of hatred not because our bivs and
mothers and sisters were not virtu-
ous and good or that their purity
was noanot guarded buthut becabecauseliseiise our
system gayogaye anaa opportunityaty mpr wo-
man tota fill the designed for
her and accomplish ohpth object of
her creation this was econtrary to
thetue wayaaymaymav of the world helie consid-
ered that if tilothia f te forbade
a jargeiange nianinda fram
caringraring for the neglected of
womankind the should com-
pel bachelors to matrymarry hohe poreor
brayedtraytravedthethe terrible social condition
of theabe world andfind the inausinjusticeticetico 6to-
wards wirimanwoman of modern christen-
dom and the deep of hele

dandcandtand leading menluen 1 lloilo pj olnoin
plural marriagearriageiu antho face of thetje
evils which they themselves susup-
ported

p
the law in israisraelel made the

whole people the executionersexecutionersens of tho 4
adulterer who was to bobe stoned to 1

outside thothe gategatesA of the city r

this was a comiconsistentstent law accodaccom i t
lanying that liberty which prevent-
ed it surplus of marriageable comei
the customs of the semiaemi
indiindian tribes who followed the earned
law were a rebuke to the ifi
tan civilization of thethetho age hejie
showed that gewerewe were an aggressive
people notnob by vanwarvar or force
butut by industry growth spread
ingin abroad and possessing the
ewtgatogate0 of tilethe enemy 21 by purchase
tyby gathering the poor multiplying i

and replenishing the earth and
while thetile native american families
arearc dwindling we were rearing large
numbers of robust and vigorous chil
dren if god and angels were to
show themselves they would bluhblush
at the devilish arts invented by
ence and adopted in this nation tomtow
produce abortabortionloaioa and secretecretf murder
of christian springs thesethose in
equities cried aloud to heaven and

1 thetile cities which protected themthein
while they cried out for destruction
upon the saints would be judged of
heaven he asked should thetile latter day saints pattern after thesetheno
infamiesamies rerestrictstrict honorable marriage
and leave a surplus of women for ita
prey to the ungodly lustlusts3 of brutal
men god forbid thetho speaker1

concontrastedtra thee crime of bigamy con
templatestemplated in th e nomanroman
law and the laws of anglandLLnn glandgiand wlwithth 1

the social institution of plural mar- r

niage which were totally opposite
to each other andaud argued that
the religious liberty bontem
plated by the fathers of this
country would extend constitutional
protection to the and
his families asaswellwellweli as the christian 7

as expressed in one of 0ourur hymns
comcomposedod by the apostle parley P 1

eratprat I1 r

come yeye chuiChrichristianaklanatlan sectbeet anhand Paganpagani tt
Aindianinn moslem greek or jew

worshippersWorshippers of god or dagon v 1

freedomsfreedafreed a buner watravesgraves forpor you i
elder snow closed with a fowerspowersro ii

ful arraignment of the authors and
enforcers of the antiantl polygamy bill j

choir sangsand the antheanthemsrilIII4 i t

glorygidryglory to gogod w
1 tja Iadjourned till 10 am totomorrowmmorrow0crowt

dismissed with prayer bybauderudenUder
0 o

SECOND DAY 1

wednesday 10 adfa m
choir sang
thothe has chased the night
and broubroughtglitClIt again the cjcheeringering light
prayer by counselor Db 11H

wellswella
choir sang-
let those who would bo saints indeed AI4pearfear not what othersothera do

elder LLLEVIvi W HANCOCKHANcoaz said he
was 77 years old todayto day and nearly
30 years agoaso he ivasvas baptized
receiving the testimony ofor the proprotpros
phet joseph whohe received the word
of the lorlandlord and was slain by the
professed followers of himhlin who died
or hibhis fellow man he was fami-

liarly acquaintacquaintededwitharith thetho prophet
lived with him for three years
worked ulderulden his direction and helie
wasads one of the most pleasing rofia
that liehe had ever been assassociatedatod
with ilehe then borobore testimony that
this gospel vasvas true the lwokbook of
mormon was true the
true lie heard jqseph say that this
work could not be built upi without
welve apoafomeswes and even ty to

follow in their wake their becis
jopslops ifJL made in righteousness and
ununityatyity womwere as valid oaas tilethe deciciodecisiooli
orof the hirstfirst j in the daysdaya of
the prophetirophetlilet asasapwas declared0 inih tile
Dodoctrinearinearlue and iftif berothere
were no visions among therothem their
votvolvoicevoleece would be the voice of the lord
ani ailati israel slisifshouldouid sa amen to it
holie exhorted all tilthee saintsfaints to works
of aad invoked thefhe
blessings of godcod upon themther 1

provident lonion fj ththaizif
laro hancocHancpc 0ong 0 ne sevenbevenwepresidents of sovenseven aesuesps apaai oldoid ipe
eran in the churchchuach whom we were
gladgiad to hear fromfron1 but liislii voice was
notilot strong enough to speak long in
this lariarelargelaree building prepresidentaident taylor
then madealado somesopaa remarks onop thethoeperperpetualptual emigration fund statstatingitlythatf he this scarf ng 17

leeieeleewewe oughtough to do0 likewb ohp
and take iliotile yoke from those
who were in debt to the fund andvableuunable tp pay billiiI1aadnadld release them
from theirillein bondageon ge illshis brethren pr
tilethe twelve joinedoineolne ld ath him illin 4
asire to dpdo this add ccausocauseu a ffeelingdingaing
of loyjoyoy and liberty to akoatoaboundU ri yinalnamongahk
thedoorthe poor it was desirabledesiralleralie forthafor ohp
officers ofpathethe church and thiothosethoreze who
padad tile fundrundI1

tpt eliavp
a iniii tohp materasmateiasaa J f pstasiheybey rboul
havebaie on all FEleadingedledi g questionsquesthofts odtheof tho
church elder A carrington presprea


