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slon of the Book of Mormon In thle

age,

gWhen the wonderful record firat
wae hrought to light, tbyquestion was
often axked: ‘“Is there any peed of
®nch an additional testimony?!? The
truth of tbe books of the Bible was
generally accepled, sl leart through-
ocut the professedly Christian worid.
Except lor 8 lew advanced aoholara
and their ratber wncritioal followers,
the evidences for toe gennlneness aod
agthepticity of the sacred recordes were
accepied aes eatlsfeclory, L[t wae
therefore clalmed that the additional
testymony of tbe inepired writers on
this continent wes snperfluous and con-
sequent)y pot D Le credited, «i ¢e the
Almighty osnpot be eupposed to do
What js not DeCcessary for the ealvation
of His ghildren. Bapy refueed to in.

veatjzate Lbe book solely on thie
&round.
Latety a wonderful change bas

taken place io the Christian worid
with regard to the Bible, The atti-
tude js pow suchb tbhal s candid etodent
of pacred llteratmre will be forced to
admijt that the mission of the Book of
Mormon is not » superfluous one, Ia-
deed, |t seems 10 have o 4ome Lo bbis,
tbat unless Bome Euob testimony sa
that which tbie Yolume oflers be sup-
plied, the Bible plan of salvation will
be g *fiction’ sand a myth to
4 preat paﬂ. of mankipd, The tatios.
ulistioc sobools thal commenced by
Mttagking the New Teatament—ita
history, {its miracies, it  ethice
~—sgem to bave changed taolice
and with gremtér  euocess thun
formerly. Tbey have turned ibelr
atltention to the O!d Testament, em-
bloying all the modern weapone, witn
the resuit that so old-fasbiopned be-
llaver fn God’s word i becoming nl-
moat » curionity in the World,
Consjuer one moment what modern
Qritics olalm for the Old Testament.
Moseg, they oay, did oot wrile the
books that bear hie name, The ten
Coramandments 1D thelr original form
are fost, and the cOPy preserved in Ex.
odys is only o spurioos version of
ibem, while the acocount of the giving
of the ]Jaw on the monnt 1s an Inven.
tlonm of somehody togive fmpresei venecen
to the Decalogue. The Pentateucb,
they smy, la cblefly a collection of
laws and its bistory is mosetly {ahie,
And there laws are Dot as glven o the
People originally, bnt as existing after
a lopg prooegs of evolation, ahont 400
Years hefore Ohrist. They may bave
beepn framed by the priests after the
Teturp from Babylonia and . the name
of Moren forged to them, Juat to give
them autherity. The Deuteronomy,
they say, Iv a literary invention of the
Arth centory before Christ. To a
somewhat esriler period belong tbe
alleged docaments of which the his.
tory of ibe creation and subsequent
events compose:d, There were,
they think, sn Elohist and a Je-
hovist story - book la Palestine,
and aD editor,or several editors,under-
took to reeconstruct these and pot
Moses? pame to the literary produc-
tion. In the same way the writings of
the Prophets are pnbject to vivisection
by the oritice. There is hardly ooe of

them that 1Is pdmitted to bhe
genuine. Tbe bhistory of the
Bible s promounced worthlees and

ita prophetlo declarstione comp sed
after the events tbhey prediot. All le
fictio n, poetry, parable,

This attack eftects clearly the whole
Blble. For if the Old Testament la
audmitted Lo be a mere human produo-
tiop, tbhe New Testament muast fall,
too, and with it the plan of ealvation
as knswpn througb the revelatlons
recorded Ip theee encred books.
[ta  direct messages from the
Almighty are. fictlon, sond the
lessons (aught by e bhistory are
worthless in proportion ns tust his-
tory liselfl fs unreiinble.

That this l.mentable error in regard
to the word of Qod s sssuming vaat
proportlons among professed Cbris-
tinna canpol be denled, Hev. J. F,
Behrends, in a recent sermoo in
Blooklyo elated thal of seventy-three
tneologloal professors in ermany,
conneoted with the ueiversities of
Berlin, Bonn, Breslau, Greifswald,
Halle, K inigsberg, Leipzsiy and Tu-
binge , noless than thirly advocals
thie view, lo thiscountry It 1s repre-
sedDted at Boston, Yale, Harvard, Cor-
pell, Jobos Hopkin, Uplop, Ohleago
uolversity and Aodover, It istherefore
ciear that wblle the new echool canpot
clainpn soperiority 1o the pumber
vl soholars and learned institmiions
sfrayed Ip battiea in Ita behulf, yet it
caD olalm rapld progrees, and Lhai at
present the lines afe wery olosely
drawn between error and Lfuth,

If the mituatlon be rigbtly under-
stood, it will be admitied thut jnat
some aucb testimony for the Lrutn of
toe Blble ss tbat supptied by the Book
of Morm 'n {8 the peed of the present
age. And has ji ool been givem In
order thal the people of God in this
time of importunl events sbatl not be
drawn loto the whirlpool of infldelity
ihat threatens the world with destraoe.
tion? The Latter-day Balnts bave ac-
cepted this record as from God. Lel
them goneider what Ita pecuilar mis.
rion s and what the soceptance of
tbat mission Invoives, It is thronghb
the fajthiulnees of the people tnat
the testimony shall fulfiil the pnrposes
for which jt nas been givan,

TU18 WEEK’S STORY.

The great storm of thle week will
be memorable In the wealher records
of this part of tbe world, There has
been nothing of the kind known for
Ilwenty yeare of mofe ou the slope

and plalos east of the Rocky Moun-
taine, and far away to tha valley of Lhe
Miseissippl. The ceoter of the storm
war ID the Dakotas, Nehrasks, Wyo-
miog, Kanras and eastern Colorado,but
it stretobed ont in mllder form In all
directione. The valleys on the westara
slope of the Rockies got through .very
lightly, the moat noticeauvls effeot be-
ing a decided fnl] in the temperatnre,

Bat while Utsh was almoet free
trom aclual alorm, the State
ald pot esospe sltogetber; for

southers Utab bad a sharp viaita.
tion on Mondsy, when the storm
was inangurated gemerally. Hon.
David H. Cannoon, wbo got here from
Bi. George Wedneadny, passed through
1he storm on ke way from Cedsr City
to Minersvllle, andeays it was the most
soVele he ever hae experienced; the
driving snow was lerrifio, and icicles
several inches long bhung from the
hofeea’ notes, All of his party and
others got througb sately, bowevVer,

and there was no loss of life so far as
koown.

But the routbern Uwb etorm of
Monday was a gentle zephyr compared
with the blizzard which struok thai
part Jylog east of the creat of the
Rockies, ¥or morethan a wnole day,
rallway traipe were tled up, even
newspapers fulled to lesue, and hosi-
oess came to a standstlll; hounses were
almost buried in anowdrifis, nnd Fouls
were crasbed with the weightof snow;
while the cold was intense for this
season of the year; and lo conmneotion
with the gencral stofm way the fatelal
cyclope Lbat swept throongh pariof
Qilahoma, and the diaastrous breakwe
1D the levees of the lower Misalasippl
coosegnent upon the heavy rainfalf
snd etrong wind—the whole situalion
beiug unprecedented in the Unpited
dtates, The awlul volce of lthe tems-
pest resounds in the land as pever
Lefore io 1ts later history.

What the materinl damagers to the
country «1ii be nove can tell at this
time; tbey are known te be very
heavy, The Josa of Ille by the Mis
sisalppi valley floods bas not been as
severe as was fesred might be the
Case; DUt it has baen euffiolently sp-
palling; snd the logs 1n property swept
away and In orop prospecit [or this
year is stopendoud. ©Oa the great
pialns the list of the ayolone’s vlotims
18 comparatively large, while the
eevere genuslal atlorm will clalm an im-
menee Amount 1o tne deatfuction of
oattle, sheep, eto.,, and probably in
orops alev, S0 toat (sken altogetber
«oe storm has been & deoidedly calam-
itous visttation. We ol tne mountain
vulleys porth acd southh bave felt little
of it, and are gratified jn the sompara-
tively bright vutlook lor a hounieoua
yield of the moil, botn o! mineral and
vogetahle rlobes; LU Decause of Lhis
prospect bere, it ts oot aafe to assnme
ihat the whole country willl enjiy a
ke experience. The Indications are
decidedly otherwlae for very large
dietrivia and for some of tDe countries

on the other eide ol the globe,
L]

MAYOR'S CONTINGENT FUND.

Barvr Laxe Crry, Utah,
April 1, 1897,

To the Editor: As there ia sonslderablo
talk abont the failure of tke Mayol Lo
report with vonohers on the expendiizre
of the contingent fond, and there are
probably many mote of your subsoribers
who ure not posted oo the amount appro-
priated to that fund, and wbat it is for,
will yon oblige by answering the follow-
ing queations:

Hirst—How muoh mooey has Mayor
Glendinoning dtawn from the contingens
fund since be went fnto office?

Second—What ia thal contingent fund

'sn’Fposed to be for?

bird—How mncb mopey did Msyor
Baskin draw from the cobDtingent fand
during the same limme when be was In
offica?

Fourth—Waas it supposed to bo ured for
the same purpose?

Fitth—In your opinlon haa the city re-
ceived thv samo results from the sams
amount of mounev expended by gaoch ad-
minisirallon? .

SBixtbh—If not, under whioh sadmlinis-
tration were the be«t resulwn obtained for
the amount expended? TAXPAYER,

1. Duriog tne firat elght mntne of
hls symlnistrailin, from Jaouary to
Augast, 1896, Mayor Gles lianing



