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RELIGIOUS,

Sunday Services.
Religious services were held at
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City,
Bunday Dec. 21, 1890, commencing
at 2 pm., President Angus M.
Cannon, presiding.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn beginning:
01 yo mountame high. where the clear
blue sky,
Arches over the vales of the free.

Prayer was offered by Counselor
Charles W. Penroge.

The choirsang the bymn:

He died | the Greal Hedeemer died,

And Iarners daughters wept around.

The Priesthood of the Teuth
Ward officlated in the administra-

tion ot the 8icrament.

PRESIDENT ANGUS M., QANNON
addressed the coogregation. He
Baid it was with heartfelt gratitude
to Almighty (Glod that he nrose om
that occasion, rejolcing that he was
stillnumbuered with the Liatter-day
Baints. When be contemplated the
i:r::;?et:it.y and happiness which ex-

8 in their midst as a peo-
ple, notwithetanding the trials
through which they had passed,
he wag led to belleve that they were
among the most highly favored on
the face of the whoie earth. Traverse
these settlements from wporth to
south, from east to west, and peace,
prosperity aud plenty abounded on
every hand; and if any ope inquired
of the peopls the hope that inspirey
their hearts, the repiy would come
‘that God had caIlecEl) them from the
nations of the earth.hy the Prophet?s
voice, to a land which He had pre-
gat_'ed as a gathering place for %[la

aints. Here they might be found
organized and ready to receive those
hlessings and truths which (3od had
in store for a people whom He had
designed to prepare tor the coming
of His Bon Jeswa Christ.

Jobo the Baptist came forth from
the wilierness with the precious
truth that God the Eternal Father
bad ipspired him to proclaim, de-
claring unte the people the neces-
sity of repentance. It required a
man like John the Baptist to do
this. He was noder no obligations
to the nation to which he belonged,
haviog been reared in the midst of
a barren waste, having partaken of
rude food which he found where he
traveled, and his raiment being of
the coarseat kind. He could there-
fore go into the midst of the Jews in
their refinement and declare unio
them the necessity of turning uuto
God and repenting sincerely of their
way®s The people did repent and
muititudes thronged the waters of
the Jordan, elamoring for baptism.
He told them to bring forth fruis,
meet, for repentance and think oot
to rely on the claim that they had
Abraham for their father,

Abraham loved his father, his
mother and his eouantry; but he
loved God more, and at” God’s bid-
ding he forscok home, couniry and
everything he possessed, and journ-
eyed into an unknown land.” The
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cause he waas faithful.: He loved
Sarah his wife, and he also loved
Hagar, for she was the motiher of
Ishmael. Barah sasked him to gend
Hagar awny;, but he would not.
The life of Barah’s boy, Lsanc, waa
in danger from Ishmael’s presence;
but notwithstanding this Abraham
would pst be moved. Then God
spoke unto him and told him to send

agar away, promising that He
would be a father uote her ohild.
Abraham at once yielded, entrust-
ing Ishmsel to the Divine care.
With the boy’s future histury they
weore familiar; God preserved and
blessed hlm, and multiplied his seed
in the earth. But it pleased the
Liord to further try Abraham?s iaith
hy telling Lim to offer his son [sasec
as a sacrifice, ami wilien he was
about to carry out the Divine com-
mand the uplifted hand was stayed.
Abrabam loved God more than all
else.

The speaker went on to remark
that the Latter-day BSaints had
gathered together in these mount-
ain valleys subject to the ipspira-
tion, influence. and control of Al-
mighty God, on the condition that
they would love Him with all their
soul, serve Him with all their
might, and love their neighbore as
themeel ves.

The Lord raised up Joseph
Smith as a Prophet when a mere
boy, and sent holy angels to minia-
ter unto him. He was introduceu
by God the Father unto His Bon
Jesus Christ, who proclaimed unto
him the truths which had made the
Latter-day Saiots a free and re-
joleing people. That same Gospel
was being carried unte the vari-
ous naticns of the earth today;
the same testimony accompanied
the administrations of the servants
of God. He had heard the Iate
President John Taylor declare that
when this Gospel was preached in
England, before a word had been
spoken relative to the gathering,
the 3aints there rose up and said io
prophecy, “Weshall go o America;
we will gather unto Zion.??

W hen the Bpirit efGod thus rested
upon the people they felt to leave
parents, brothers, risters, all earthly
ties and associations, and gather
with the Baints inthis land. I[no Il-
linvis they were banithed from
their homes after the martyydom of
their leaders and came to these
wastes—as they then were—poorly
clad and seantily provided with the
necessaries of life; and if evidences
were needed of the sufferings whieh
they endured, Jet them go toFlorence
a few milesa above Omaha, on
the Missouri River, and there find
the record where thousands laid
down their lives as they jourueyed
westward, from the effeots of the
digease which visited them. God
designed that the peaple should ob-
tain lessons through these experi-
ences; but, he asked, had those who
lived mow forgotten the sncrifices
and sufferings which the Baints
formerly endiured in jourpeying to
this promlsed land? How many
men and women in that congrega-
tion had stood by the open graves of
their relativex and friends and seen
them burled without even the form

Lord prospered and blessed him, be-

of a rnde coffin to screen their dead
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bodies frem the pressure of the cold
earth—their eyes bedewed with tears,
but their hearts inspired with the
loving hope of seeing fulfilled in the
future the predictions of the Prophet
Joseph that they would yet become
a appy, great and prosperous
people—tried more hy weanlth
than they hud ever been by poverty?

How many fell away from the faith
when passing through those trials?
Very few imdeed. But today we
aaw men and women turn away
froon the truth, forgetting their
covenants and ohligations and wrap-
ping themselves in the cloak of sel-
fishness. God designed that the Liat-
ter-day Baints should be an inde-
pendent people, subject to their
own will and goverued according to
their own purposes. Men and wo-
men living in these mountain vales,
whiie rejoieing in thelr poseessions,
freely acknowledged these gifts as
coming from God, bholding them as
His stewards and esubject to His
will. There were others again who
eaid: I control these possessions; I
am golog to look after nuwmber 1.
The poor may cry, the distressed
may wail from want and grief, and
I wili turn a deaf ear to them. I
have passed through eneugh, and if
people come here and suffer want
and hardship, it is nothing more
than I have undergone myself. Liet
them do as [ did.” This was not
pleasing to the Lord. He gave us
our possessions that we might put
them to good uses, and that our ears
might not be stopped to the cry of
distress.

He rejoleced in the thought that
the Prophet Joseph sealed his testi-
mony with his blood, and left it on
record that they might profit by
what he suflfered. He rejoiced to
see the children of Zion increasing,
the Bpirit of God resting Jown upon
His people, and to know that so
many of them were true and faith-
ful to the testimony of the Lord
Jesus Christ.

HBome people were fudifferent to
the payment of their tithing, to par-
taking of the holy Sacrament, and
other ordinances of the Church,
They seemed to regard rest and
recreation on the Sabbath as of
more consequence than assembling
with the eongregation of Saints and
worshiping God accordlng to His
divine decree. He would say to the
heads of familles—*Do all the work
you can on the Baturday; provide
then all your food for the Babbath,
30 thst your wivesand daughtera
may bave no household duties to

erform on the Lord’s day.
each  your children, also,
that it is oot sufficient

for them to go to the Salbath school
and partake of the Sacrament there,
but that they must go to the Taber-
nacle and partake of it with the
general assembly of the Bainta.?? To
Sabbath school teachers he would
say: ¢“¥You are not fit to teach the
children of Zion ®if your idoa fis
that Lheé)urmking of the Baerament
in the Babbath school Is enough,
and that yon need pot go to the
Taberpacle.”” They should go and
join the general assembly of the
SBaints, that they might be instruct-
ed by those called npon to speak to

them, The man or woman who



