APril 25

THE DESERET NEWS.

211

poured cut wpon all fleeh, “when
he sons snd the daughters will
jrophecy,the old men dream dreams,
jnd the young men mee vintons,”
jtc.; and when the earth and all

at live upsn it shall be redeemed
jnd sanctitied; the earth will tben
jer 83 It waa when it rolled out of the
junds of the Creater, and the peo-

a will understand G.d and His
rays; they will undersiand them
like. There will not be a thousand
itterent religione; but thers wili be
ne only, one Ged the Father of all,
md one Holy 8piric burning tn the
|earis of His children.

At the present time there is &
liversity of oplnion# and notions and
dess concerning God and His ways;
tt I have slated that this one way.

which the Baints have begun to’
rali, is the only true way. ‘That
pay sound very exclusive; it msy
pem also te some & Jittle 1uconsis-
nt.gll That is because they may
jot pderataad the matter in all its
varfnge. I say, there can be bul
e Lrue religion, simply because
fhere is only one true Gad. True
pligiou ia that religion which comes
rom Gad; andghai religion which
g man-made canhot be the religion

God, it ia therefore not blnding;
jothing religions j» binding upon
nankind but that which ia revealed

om God. That which comes frowm

d through His servants and is
eclared to the people. is binding;
e tha¢ receives It will be saveu,
nd he that rejects it will bs ¢on.
ermned. 'This must bs 80 becauce

comes by authority, from Deity
imself. It is His word; It is His
ill; and he who rejects it, rejects
} against his own salvation; and

4e can be eaved who do not obey.

Home may ask, *Do - you mean to
iy that all the people that hsave
ived upon the earth aince the dsy.s

hen Jesus and the Aposties
reached, who did not hear ane

ho did not cbey the Goapel, are all
nmpned sud lost forever?” I answer,
lo. We merely holi to the propo-
tion that thero ia but the one true
ray. I will refer you o the lan-
psge of the Bavior bimself upon
fiis polnt speken to Nicofemus, one
the ralers of the Jews, who
ught apAnterview wit Jeeus Ly
ignt: #"Verlly, veriy, I say uni
ee, Except a man be born of wi-

pr and of the Bpirity he cannet en-
er into the Kingdom of Gad.”
‘here is a very piain de:laration,
nd & very oonclusive one There
ro& milllons of people who have
'ved upon the earth who have pot
cen ‘*burn of water and of the
pirdi.” Take, fur instence, the mil |
ons of Jews alone who fived before
he introduction of the Guapel by
'Linat, auvd after it was preached to
eir ancestore. Far, i:t me teil yon,

e (Jospel was preached berore

‘hrist preached it. When Jesus
pime, he did not introduce anything.
ewj; he came to restore somsthing
hiat had veeu lost. The Gospel was
nown by oar first parents when
ney came out of the Garden ot
Lien., It was known to Abraham
b was preached to Israel befure the
vw was added. It isstated by Panl
pthe Hebrews., “All our fathers
rers under the cloud, and they ali
;assed through the sea; and they
rere baptlized umto Muees i the
fowd and in the zea, and did par-
ake of the spiritual rock that. fol-

wed them, wopieh rock was
shrist.?? They were baptiza:d the
rme a3 We have been, but they did
jot receive the faith of the Glospel
nily in their hearte; they did not
irofit by the word preached, there-
pre, God added the law aa & echool-
naster, to bring them toc the right
way. He added the law of caroal
ommandments becagse they wonld
\ob receive the falnex) of the greater
aw in falth. When Jesus came,
fe restored the Gospel; but there
jad been millions and milions ot
jeople among the Jewish nation
jlone, froms the days of Mopges to
hose of Jegus, who had net bzen
'horn of water and of the Bpirit,”’
'ney termed natlons oaigide 1he
fewi-h nation the heathen, and
yone of them fer bundreds of years
1ad cbeyed the Gu-pel; had rezerved
rdinances by which they could be
jorn of water and of the Bpirit, 8o
n regatd to the prople from the
|ays since the anclent Ayostles
were put o death, who had author-
Ly from (God, who were zent forth

ominister in His 1 ame, to przach
he Goapel to alt people, and baptize

em in the name of the Father and
of the Son,and of the Holy @Ghost;
nd 1o teach them all things what-
ioever he had tommanded them.
From their day toihe time in which
we Jive, thousands and miliiona of
people have passed away without
Hicelving or n:)be!ylng0 the Gospel

f the Bom of d. Accord-

ing to the doctrines of meu, be.

canee they did not hear 1f, they will
be condemBed forever. The heathen
nations for ages vast have not even
heard the doctrines of men profese-
ing to-be Chri:tian. They worship
idols; they worshlp besste; they
worship the heavenly bodies, eto.
Many millions of them sre outside
the pale of Chiistendem. What is
to become of them? ‘' Veully, verily,
I eay unto you, except ¥e zre born
of water angd of the Hpirit, ye can-
oot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.”
Eo saxs the Bavior; snd there fs no
other name given under heaven
#hereby man osn be eaved than the
name of Christ Jeeus; snd yet there
are milions and millions of peopte
who have pa-aed away from the
esrth never having heard the name
of Jesus Christ. A great msany
mlitionsa more have died without
a knowiedge of the tius Goapel
And what is to become of them ali?
According to the dostrines of mod-
ern Christendom, they are sall de-
siroyed, they are all damned. That
is a horrivle tbing to think of.
There 13 considerable controversy
going on in the Chrtstlan world to-
day, not only in reference to the
plenary insgiration of the Bible, but
in regard to probatlon. There is a
discussion in precgress now la re-
gard to what is called *probation af-
ter death.” The question ia wheth-
er there is a probation after psople
leave this world, or It is contined to
the sphere in whieh we now move.
Some ¢f (he ministers are beginning
to thiuk thatthere mus: be a chance
for aculaalier they leave the earth
to Jearn the way of life and salva-
Yion, bui the great majority of mod-
ern dlvines,representing popular re-
ligious oplnions, believe Lhat this 1s
the only state of probation; that
when death overiakes a man, that
is the end of his opportunlties for
salvation. Accoiding to that rule
al) thoee milllons of people who
bave dled without hearing the name
of Jesns Christ have gone to hell.
There are different ideas about
heli now-a-days. A few yesrsago
there was only lhe cne idea, which
was that bellis a great, betigmleas
pit fnll of faming flre and brim-
atone, Into which the wicked are
cast never to return, whilst the
Jdevils are continuaily stirciog up
toe flames for the everlastioyg tor-
ment of the doomed. Ana ths
scene msed to be described by popa-
lar divinea in the most hideoua and
shockipg manner. Peopls have re-
cently moidified their ideas concern-
ing. fatare punishment, and the
change is greatly due to the teach-
ings of the Elders of this Chuorch,
snd the doctrines which bave been
ses forth and pablished as revealed
through the Frophet Joseph Smith.
The controversy thet is now being
conducted by leading theological
minds apon the subjeot of proba-
tion, has bLeen brought about
through the effects upon the pubiie
mind of the preaching of the Kiders
of the doctrine revealed In the
very beginning of the Church. You
wili find in tbhe Doctrice and Cove-
nants that Qod revealed to Jesaph
Baith us esrly as March 1530, that
“igiernal Puniahment ‘is God’s pun-
ishauent.” Because God is an eter-
nal belng. His [aws are eternal, and
there are penalties attzched to ali of
them. But it does not follow that
because & person may be banished
Juto the eternal panishment it is

intended that he shall stay tbere!by

eternally. He may go into eternal
punishment, he may go to the piace
prepared for the zebellious and the
sinner and atay there bat for u cer-
tain period. Some may stay Jooger
than others. In the langaage of the
seripture, some are beaten with
many Btripes, and otbers are beaten
with but few stripee; but all stay
until they have paid the aitermost
farthing,’ allare punished according
to the gravity of their gullt, It will be
““more tolerable” in the day of judg-
ment for people who did not hear
the word of God in the flesh, and
who were wicked, than fer the wick-
ed who did hear the word of God and
rejected it. Bat the tims will come
when all men wlll be judged, and
the Apcetle Paul says they will be
Judged hy the Goapel; ail wil) ap-
pear before the jodgment seat to be
Judged according to their works, re-
ceiving according to their merits or
demeriis, gauged by their light and
their opportanilies,

Now 1he Lord made thia very
plain in the revelatlon Le gave lo
Joseph 8mith. The torm eternal
damnpation God sald bhad been
uged to work upon the hearts of the
children of men =altogether for His
glory. That Is, In the low condition
of humapity in which most people
are placed there must be a threat of
puni-hment and a promise of reward
to influence people to do that which
ts right. They ought to do what iz

right’ slmply becaunse it is right; to
love trath for its own eake. iBul:
hamanity is in n low, degraded con-
dition, and a promise of reward has
to be held out to Inducs people to do
right, and threats of punishment to
restrain them from doing wrong.
That is not the higher plane on
which men are yet to stand,
peopls are trafned aright they wi
love thet which Ia true and dislike
that which is untrae; they will love
that which is virtoons, pure and
Qodlike, nnd disiike everything con-
trary thereto. They will do good,
but not for reward; they will turn
from evil, but not from fear of pun-
Ishment. They will love tiuth and
work lighteousnese for their own
sake.But in the degraded condition
of humanity this eternal! punieh-
ment that hasheen preached hasbeen
allowed to go forth to work mpoen the
henrts of the children of men alto-
gether for the giory of God, that evil
might be curbed, that transgre:zsion
and sin might be restrained, that
people might be checked from go-
ing headleng to destruction through
fear of the consequences. h
On the 16th of February, 1832, the
Lord made this matter plainer. He
gave to Joseph Bmith and Bidney
Rigdon one of the most glorious vis-
fons that human beings ever gazed
apon. It isthe most complete and
delightfal thatI have ever read.
There ia ncthing in the book called
the Bible that can compere with if.
It §s full of light; it is full of truth;
1t 1= toll of glory; it i full of besuty.
it porirays the fntute of all the in
habitants of the earth, dividiog
them into three grand cizsses ur ¢i-
vislons — celestial, lerrestrizl, apd
teleatial, or as compared &2 the glory
of the sun, the glory of the moon,and
the glory of the stara, It shows who
will be redeemed, and what re-
demption they wiil enjoy; and de-
ecribes the position the Inhabitanis
of the earth will occupy when they
enter Into their fature state. In
that gloriona vision we are told that
there js only a certain class who
shall not be redeemed in the due
time of the Lord, L will read a few
veres:
Thusealth by Lord, concernlpg 8!l those
who kuow my power, and bhave been made
pariakers thercof, aod suffered themeelves,
torough the power of tho devll, to be orver-
cumc, Bud to deny Lhe truih and defy my
ol
po’nfery era they who ara the gocs of peedition,
of whom [ eay that it bad been bDetter for
them npever to have bzen born,
Forthey ars vesso’s of wrath, doomed to
suffer the wrath of God, with the deviiand hila
apgals i eternitys
Coneerning whom I bAve sald thero i3 no
forg venessin this world ooz 1o the wound to

COome,

Huving denisd tha Holy Splrit afier having
received It. and havicg denljed tho Ouly Be-
gotien 50n of the Father—baving cruoftied
him vnie themselres, and put kim (0 &n open
sharce,

These are thny who shall go away 1nto the
leke of fircand brimstone, with the devil and
his apgels,

Apnd (b3 only ones 'm whom the ses¢nd
death shall have any power;

Yen, verlly, the only oues wharball not he
radeemned 1o the due thne ¢f the Lozd, after
the aufferings of his wrath;

Forall the reet ehall be brought forth by
the resurrection of the dead, through tho
triumph aad the glory of the Lamb, who wus
sluin. who was {o the boeem of the Father be-
fore the worlds were made.

and this s the gospel,the glad tidings
swhich 1he voice out of the hoavons bece re-
cord unto 1d.

That he came into the world, even Jesus,
to be erucifted Lor the world, aod to Learthe
einm of the warld, and to ganciify the world,
and 10 ¢lesose it from al uarizhteous-
ness;

That through kim all might ba saved whorm
{be Father hod put loto his power and made

wnglglcrmcs!he Father, and saves all the
works of bis hands, éxoept 1bass sons of per-
dition, whodeny the Scnafier the bather has
reveiled him,

I do not intend to read from this
vislon the condition of the people
who wlll be redeemed iz the differ.
snt degrees of glory; you can do that
for yourzelves, [ merely refer to 1t
tha{ the peint may be made glear,
that there are only a certain few
who will not be redeemed in the
dae time of the Lord, thircugh the
metits of tho atonement wrought
out by Jesus Christ. The sons of
perdition are to go away Into {his
everlasting punishnment and abide
there. Apnd as we are told in
another part of the revelation, the
height snd the depth, and extent of
their misery no man knoweth. It
is not ravealed except to a few, and
then the vislon is closed up, as the
things they behold are unlawful to
be nttered.

The f*wons of perdition” are
those who have recelved the Gospel,
theee to whom the Father has re-
vealed the Hop; those who know
something concerning the plan of

placed in thelr hauds by which they
eould nnlock the mysterles of eter-
nity; thoze who received power to
ascend to the highest pinnacle of the
celestial glory; those who received
power eofficient to overcome sali
things, and who, instead of using
1t for their own ealvation, and o

ealvation; those who have had keys |}

the interest of the salvation of
others, prostituted that power and
turned away from that which they
knew to be true, denying the Son of
God and potting Him to an open
shame. Allsuch live In the spirit
of error, and they love it and roliit
under the tongue as a sweek morsel;
they are governed by Batan, becom-
Ing gervants to him whom ¢ héy list
to obey, they become ihe sops of
perdltion, doomed to smffer the
wrath of God reserved for the devil
and his angels, And for them,hav-
Ing sinped against the Holy Ghost,
there i3 no forgiveness either in this
world or the world to come. But
s}l the rest Christ will save,through
the plan of humsn redemption pre-
pated in the beginning before the
world was. y

Now the question may be aasked,
how ¢an thesg things be? If no
man ¢an enter into the Kingdom of
(o) excopt he bs born of the water
and of the Bpirit, and only a few
are to receive this eternal condemn-
ation, how can the rest obtain this
great galvation, how can they es-
cape eternal punishment? The
Lord has provided a plan fot them,
and it is very simple when properly
undetatood. I noticed in reading
thereports of recent discussions on
probation after death that it wes ad-
mitted by the learned men engagyed
It it that they did not kavw any-
thing definite abont it. The notions
and {dess of ever the mest advanced
diviges sre but theoriea and specal-
fens. Duat here we have therevela-
tlons of God coocerning these
things, that we may net be in the
dark; eo that we ean all come to-
gether and ses eye to eye and unde:-
stand alike. For li ls true, and
truth can be made plain o all that
desire its light, But when reople
do not want to eee the truth, they
can shut thelr eyes and exclude it
from thelz spiritual vislon, as peo-
ble sometimes shat cut from their
eves the light of the sun, frum their
“beat rooms,’”” which,by the way,are
their woret rooms, for the very rea-
son that dfe blessedsunlight doesnot
enter there—so |[people can close the
windowa of the soul and shut cut
the rays of the sun of righteousness;
but be who desires to behold the
truth may see it and comprehend it.
As wenow see each other by the
light of the sun, s0 people of difer-
ent minds and different reces may
turn their eyea towards the trath,
and by the light of the Holy Ghoat,
they willseo it exaotly alike. They
will no lopger be divided on princi-
ples of doctrine.
But how oan salvation come to
those who never heard the name of
Jerus Christ, who zniever heard the
Gospe! while living; who never had
the opportunity of being born of the
water and the 8pirit, of being bap-
tized by one with authority, for the
rerniseion of their sing, and having
hantda laid upon thelr heada for the
reception of the Holy QGhost--how
can they hear, how can they under-
staud, how can they obey? People
have fallen into the common mis-
take that itis imposeible to learm
the will of Gad when they leave
this world. I do not kEnow where
the idea sprung from. I think i
came from some of the monkish
cella of the old Romish Chureh, de-
rcending down throngh the various
gects that bave come ounl from that
Church. Why should not a person
when out of the body te able to un-
deratand as when in the body? If we
believed iike some of the people of
India, that when the ppirit leaves
the body it goea back to Brghma, or
emerges into the generally diffinzed
8pirit of theuniverse,tien we might
conglade that they wonld not under-
standwanything when they leave
the body. If the spiri§ becomes a
nonentity when it is disembodied
we might have reason for entertain-
ing euch a notion. But we under-
stand that the 2pirli is thereal man,
and that the body i3 but the ouat-
side covering; that when the change
we call death comes, *the body re.
turns to the earth ae it was, but tho
apiris returns to God who gave i,
That the apirit is the actual person,
that which thinks and reasons, the
body belng but the medinm convey-
ing impresslons to the real man op-
eratlag inside of 1t, That when the
splrit is liberated, although not sub-
Jeot to the same laws as when in
the tabernacle, yet it is the same
person, ason or daughter of God; &
ceing capable of thinking; of receiv-
ing Inapiration; of accepting or re-
ecting that which 1s prezented; and
therefore is a snbject of salvation.
If not,why nol? What ia the resson?
I think we will find when weshaflle
off this mortal coil, when we get rid
of the trammels of the mortal body,
and enter into the spirlt siate, we
shall be if anything more Iqtelli-
gent than when In the boedy.’s We

 8hall not be bound by the same laws
that now bind our mortal flesh,-and
we will be able to comprehend a
great many things which were very
hard for us to get & little inkling of
while In the mortal tabernsacle.
“Well,” somebody may eay, “that
1a very reasonable; but how does it
coincide with the Christian religion,
with the doctrines laid down in the
Beriptures? Let us see. Jesus
Christ, we read, was put to death
by -wicked - men. They tock His
body down from the croes and lald
it In a new tomb hewn out of the
rcek. But where was Jesus? That
was pot Jesus in the tomb. It was
his mortal body tkat was laid away,
Where was Jesus? People generally
suppose that He went to heaven,
Btop:& moment, After Jesus Christ
was raived from the dead a woman
whoge name was Mary was weep-
ing at the repuichre, when Jesup
appeared before her. Mary stepped
forward epparently toembrace Him,
whereupon He eaid to her: “Touch
me not; for I am not yet ascended to
my Father: but go to my brethren
and.-eay unto ihem, I ascend unto
my Father, and your father;
and to my God and your God.’
Three days had elapsed between the
tlme when the body was taken
down from the cross—the time when
he said, “Father, unto thy hands I
commend my spirit,” and the tlme
of His resurrection. Where had He
been In the intervai? Peter tells us
in his tirst epittle, 3d chapte:, from
the 15th to the 20th verses: *For
Christ alzo hath once suffered for
sins, the just for the unjust, that
He migh{ bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, bat quick-
ened by the epirit: by which also
He went and preacked unto the
gpirits in prison; which sometime
were disobedient; when once the
long suffering of God waited in the
days of Noah.” It appesrs that
afler being put to death He went
somewhere. Wherg? ¢‘“By which
alsp he went and presched unto the
spirita in prizon.” What epirite?
W hich sometime-weze diobedient,
when once the long suflering of Goa -
weited in the days of Noah, while
the ark was preparing.” Now, that
makes the maiter very clear toa
pereon that wants to understand.
Bat yon take a leammed divine whote
mind bas becomne befogged by the
tradiiions cf men and he does not
want apything to do with that serip-
ture, or if he does he will try to
explain it away. How de the
clergy explain .2 They say the
spirit of Jesue in Noab preached to
the people before the flood. Now,
comypare that jdea, with the text I
have gaoted. It was not Noah who
was put to death. But it was He
that was puf to death in the flesh
and quickened by tho epirit that

went and preached to the spirite in

prison, Agailn, In the 4th
chapter of the fst Eplstle
of Peter, and the 6th verse,
we read this: “For for this cause
was the QGoepel preached also (o
them that are deady; that they
might be judged according to men
in the flash, and live according to
Ged in the Bpirit,” Here were peo-
ple that were preached to whn
were not men In the flesh. Who
were they? They were spirita in
ptisen, and they were in prison be-
cauge of their disobedience in the
aays of Noah., They had been thers
abouf 2,000 years, and Jesue went
and preached to them. What did
he preach? He preached the Qos-
pel. What did he preach to them
fort That they might be further
condemned and taunted with thelr
miserable fate? Ob no. He went.-
there that He might preach to them
the Gospel, go “that they might be
Jadged accordipg to men §n the
flesh, but live aceotdlng to God in
the Bpirit.”” This ia what the an-
cient prophet predicted concerning
Jesus, Weread that he went into
the synagogue on the Habbath day
and stood np for to read. He took
the book of the Prophet Isaiah, and
what he read was thle: “The spirit
of the Lord God 18 upon me,becanse
He hath anoinled me to preach gocd
tidings unto the meek; He hath
sent me to bind wup the broken-
hearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the
prison to them that are bound.”
That was Christ’s mieslon—not on-
Iy to preach to men In the fesh, bat
to preach fo men in the,apirit,
Ieaish says In o xllx,9 v, “That
thot mayest say {o the prsoners,
go forth, t3 them that are in dark-
ness, shew youreelves;”” and in
¢. xlii, 7 v. “to bring out the prison-
ers from the prison and them that
sit in darknezs out of the prison
house.”

Jeaus left His body sleeping in the
tomb und went to the spirit world,
and the repentant thief who dled by

iy




