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nomemoses their religion was an abomina-
tion to the jews being a profane mix-ture of judaism and paganism forthese reasons the jews had no deal-ings with the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans the term
samaritan became to a jew suggestiveonly of reproach insomuch that whenthey would express their deepest dis-gust and abhorrence saidthou art a samaritan and has adevil for the same reason the jews
avoided traveling through samariaand when compelled to pass through
the country carried their own provis-
ions and refused the entertainment ofthe

while engaged in examining theruins and present status of samariaI1 was considerably annoyed by an
arabian youth who insisted in follow-ing me wherever I1 went calling forbakhshish at last I1 made a passat him without hitting him afterwhich he disappeared I1 never saw
such impudence as these arabs exhibitwhenever a decently dressed european
on the travel makes his appearance inany arab town it Is the signal for thegeneral cry of bakhshish 11 even littlechildren mere infants who as yet areunable to talk plain are taught bytheir mothers to call for the muchcoveted bakhshish when they see awhite sVstrangeranger

after spending about an hour and a
half in samaria we continued ourjourney to nailousNa blous distant about sixmiles in a southeasterly direction
where we arrived at 4 p m in timeto attend the church of england after-noon service I1 put up with the revchristian fallscheerFalscheer the protestantmissionary of nailousNablous he Is a ger-
man by birth but has spent over thirtyyears of his life in his present posi-
tion in nailousNablous after the servicesthe arab servant of the house accom-panied me a short distance upon theslope of mount Gerizim to view thetown from an elevation he thenpiloted me through the narrow
crooked streets of the town many ofwhich were arched over and wereactual tunnels under tall buildingsat length we reached the quarter ofthe samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans where I1 for a smallfee was conducted into the old syn-
agogue and shown a very old copy of
the pentateuch the five books ofmoses which these people claim to
have been written by a great grand-son of aaron but which can not possi-bly be older than the christian wara
As I1 had been told that a more moderncopy toIs generally exhibited to visitors
instead of the original I1 insisted onseeing a second copy which was
finally permitted and thus I1 havereason to think that the old copy wasactually shown me rtit waswag writtenupon parchment and mounted on rollera

the quarter of the samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans is in
the southwest part of the town theirsynagogue consists of a small white-
washed chamber the pavement ofwhich tois covered with matting andmust not be trodden on with shoestheir worship is Interinterestingepting theprayers are repeated in the samaritan
dialect although arabic is now the
colloquial language of the people themen were white surplices and red tur-
bans the office of high priest 1Is9hereditary and yakub the present
holder of it toIs a descendant of the tribe
of levi he Is the president of the
community and at the present timeone of the district authorities hisstistipendpend consists of tithes paid by hihiss
flock he took great pains to explainn
by signs and gestures what he thought
I1 should know about him and his
reliesrelics and when I1 was leaving he
handed me his portrait I1 thought as a
token of friendship and remembrancebut I1 was soon reminded of an extra
bakhshish at first he stuck up two ofhis fingers and cried out franks thisof course to a man of ordinary intelli

gence meant two franks I1 was about
handing back the specimen of the phorapherstog art instead of the money
when up came one finger only and soao
I1 paid him his frank and passed on
and the face of yakub is on exhibition
in my private collection to this day

shechem under the name of naba
dousis still an inhabited city of
souls sheltered in quiet seclusion be-
tween ebal and GerlGerizim the mounts
of blessings and of curses which tow-
er high above it like lofty walls on
eeitherilther ssidede and surrounded by groves
and gardens this ancient town the
eichem or shechem of the old testa
ment and the sachar of the new
present a scene delightful in itself and
of surpassing interest in its historical
associations it is on the line of the
central or middle route from jerujerusal-
em
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to galilee at the distance of 35

miles from jerusalem and about 40
miles from nazareth and midway be-
tween the coast of the mediterranean
and the jordan in a narrow dell be-
tween the famous summits of ebal
and GerlGeri zim the valley which sepalepai
ates these mountains opens at the dis-
tance of two miles east of shechem
into a fertile and beautiful plain ex-
tending from eight to ten miles from
north to south and varying in widthfrom two to four miles this is the
plain of joreh whose luxuriant1 fields
afforded an inviting place of encamp-
ment for abraham and of pasturage
for his flocks wasted and wearied by
reason of their long march from their
former abode in the east for shechem
is the first place in the land of canaan
where the great patriarch made his
temporary home from the time of
abrahams arrival till the final over-
throw of the jewish nation shechem
was an important landmark in the
geography of palestine here god
renewed his covenant with abrahamgen jacob on his return frompadan aram pitched his tent over
against this city at shalem on theeast of the plain here was alsojacobs field a parcel of ground which
he gave to his son joseph gen

his sepulcher is there to
this day at the distance of aboutfeet from josephs tomb is jacobs
well at the mouth of which the saviorsat in his interview with the woman
of samaria john 4645 here was en-
acted the terrible tragedy connected
with the dishonor of dinah by the son
of hamor prince of the countrygen 34 here jacob kept hisrocksflocks even when at hebron fiftyor sixty miles distant at dothan
fifteen miles northwest joseph was be-
trayed by his brethren gen 37 theisraelites immediately after their re-
turn from Egypt here ratified the law
of thethe lord while six tribes were
encamped on ebal and six on Gerizim
the ark and the attendant priests in
the valley below pronounced the bless-
ings and the curses and all the as-
sembled multitude raised to heaven
their solemn amen deutbeut 27 here
they burledburied the bones of joseph herejoshua met the assembled people for
the last time joshua 24 1 25 3282
shechem was allotted to ephraim and
assigned to the levites it was the
scene of the treachery of avimelechAbi melech
judges 9 the parable of jothan and

of the revolt of the ten tribes it was
and ever has been the abode of thesect of samaritanssamaritanaSamar itans a little remnant
of whom still go up on mount
to worship god on that mountain as

I1 did their forefathers in the time of thesavior john 4 20 it was captured
by aneser king of assyria un-
der hosea and repeopled by a strange
people and again in the days of ne
hemlay and of ezra 2 kings 17 ezra
4 9 A vast temple the ruins ofwhich still remain was built here by

in the time of alexanderthe great which two hundred years

later waswaa destroyed by the
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A LETTER FROM NEW ZEALAND

elder mcdonald writes to wm mo
donald cottonwood as followste puke bay of plenty oct 18 1897

I1 suppose you have heard of the hard
time I1 had coming over here on thelthe
ship well for my part I1 would sooner
be on the land where everything I1
not around so much many
sights were to be seen as we camocame
along both on land and on sea the
first place we stopped after leaving
america was hawaii but I1 didnot get a chance to go on land as thepeople in the town had the fever and
no passengers were allowed to go90 on
land except those who were going tostay so was the first place atogot a chance to step on land thereare about in this group of island
and they have a good climate totfor
growing cocoanutscocoanuts and bananiabaFpromrom there va went to sydneyjsydney
australia sydney is a large town butis built in such a crooked shape thatthaiaa person would lose his way itif he did
not look out where he was going wowe
spent two days taking in the sights
then we came on to auckland it waowafta rough ride the waves were likaciket
mountains and many of the sailorssailorthought the ship was going to sink XZonly ate 2625 cents worth of cakes in
five days I1 was quite sick when ar
riving in new zealand I1 spent twostwo
weeks with the elders at auckland
and among the european sainto
from there I1 went to itdid not take me long to get into theirways although they are much differ-ent from what we have at home they
are a great people for having biff
feasts where all gather together aad4have a good time and whenentheywh they are
going through some of their war
dances it would almost scare a new-comer to see them dance and
faces I1 have taken a great deal ofoc
notice of this people since comi
this councountry and find they are
like their old forefathers in their wavaway
and religious beliefs of which the
book of mormon givesgiven an accountsome of them must be the pure blood
of nephi many blessings oreare prom
ased to this people if they will only
keep the commandments of the lordmany of them have joined the churda
and are trying to live up to its arftchiples and are waiting patiently forthe day to come when they can gatherto

the maori people are avery intelli-
gent race and some of them very large
those who have received the gospel
seem to be advancing in faifarmingclift and
in every other way much faster thanth an
the others some are good speaker
and many of them in the southern dis-
trict can repeat the ready reference
from beginning to end from memmorymemeory
there are in the church about four
thousand we have in our district
nearly two hundred but they are in a
scattered condition it tois a large ds
brict and keeps us on the go we havenhave
a better district for thanany other in this land there aare warm
springespringsk geysers lakes and other tthings of curiosity the work of thothe
lord Is increasing in this part as wellwea
as others we have baptized abouttwenty and blessed about the samesa
amount of children since my arrarrivalivaAevery once in a while we find a good
honesthone8 t soul who tois willing to receive
ththee gospel when we came through
sydneyS there were no saints but bowthere are over fifty many of ttaeuropeans are investigating the goa
pel we are not doing much europe
work there are three europeans lain
this district one of them toIs an owou
gentleman about seventy yeayears omay q

we visit him he lives alone andana 0 A


