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Mosea Thelr rellgion was an abomina-
tion to the Jews, belng n profane mix-
ture of Judalsm and paganism. For
these reasons the Jews had no deal-
fngs with the Samaritans. The term
Samaritan became to o Jew suggestive
only of reproach, Insomuch that when
they would express thetr deepest dis-
guat and abhorrence ofChrist,they said,
“Thou art a Samaritan and has a
-devil.” Tor the same reason the Jews
avolded traveling through Samaria.
and when compelled to pass through
the country, carried their own provis-
fons, and refused the entertminment of
the people

While engaged In examining the
ruine and present status of Bamaria.
I was considerably annoyed by an
Arabian youth who Insisted In follow-
Ing me wherever 1 went, calling for
“bakhahlah,™ At last I made a pass
at him without hitting him, after
which he disappeared, I never raw
Buch Impudence as these Arabs exhibit.
Whenever a decently dressed European
on the travel makes his appearance in
any Arab town it !a the slznal for the
general cry of “bakhshish.” Even little
chlldren, mere infants, who as vet are
unable to talk plain, are taught hy
their mothers to call -for the much
coveted bakhshizsh when they see a
white atranger:

After spending about an hour and a
half In Samaria we continued our
Journey to Nablous, dfstant about six
miles in a southeasterly direction,
where we arrived at 4 p. m., in tlme
to attend the Church of England after-
noon service. T put up with the Rev.
Christian  Falacheer, the Protestant
missionary, of Nablous. He ia o Ger-
man by birth, but haa spent over thirty
Years of hie life in his present posi-
tion Im Nablous. After the services
the Arab servant of the house nccom-
panied me a short distance upon the
slope of Mount Gerlzim, to view the
town from an elevation; he then
plloted me through the narrow,
crooked mtreets of the town, many of
which were arched over and were
actual tunnels under tall buildings.
At length we reached the quarter of
the Bamaritana where I for a small
fee was conducted into the old syn-
agogue, And shown a very old copy of
the" pentateuch (the five books of
Moses), which these people claim to
have been written by a great grand-
80n of Aaron, but which can not possi-
bly be older than the Christlan era.
Aa T had been told that A more modern
copy I8 generally exhibited to visltors
Instead of the original, T inslsted on
seeing o second copy, which was
finatly permitted; and thus I have
reason to think that the old copy was
actually shown me. Tt wnas written
upon parchment and mounted on roll-
ers,

The quarter of the Bamaritans is in
the southwest part of the town. Their
synagogue consists of o amall, white-
washed chamber, the pavement of
which iz covered with matting, and
muat not be trodden on with shoes.
Their worship Is lnter?tlng. The
prayers are repeated in thd Samarltan
dialect, although Arabic s now the
colloquial language of the people. The
men were white surplices and red tur-
bana. The office of High Priest is
hereditary, and Yakub, the present
holder of it, is a descendant of the tribe
of Levi. He is the president of the
cornmunlty and, at the present time,
one of the district authorities. His
stipend consists of tithes paid by hijs
fiock. He took great pains to explaln
by slgns and gestures what he thought
I should know about him and hia
relics; and when T was leaving he
handed me his portrait, I thought as a
token of friendship and remembrance,
But I was soon reminded of an extra
bakhshish. At first he stuck up two of
his fingeras and cried out franks. This
of course, to & man of ordinary intelil-

gence, meant two franks. I was about
handing back the specimen of the pho-
tographer’s art, instead of the money,
when up came one filnger only, and so
I paid him his frank and passed on;
and the face of Yakub is on exhibition
in my private collection to this day.
Shechem, under the name of Naba-
lous,is stlll an inhabited city of 20,000
souls. Bheltered in quiet seclusion be-
tween Ebal and Gerlzim, "the mounts
of blessings and of curses,’” which tow-
er high above It, like lofty walls on
\cher B{de, and surrounded by groves
and gardens, this ancient town, the
Sichem or Shechem of the O!4 Testa-
ment, and the Sychar of the New,
present A acene delightful in itself, and
of surpassing interest {n its hjstorical
associations. It Is on the line of the
central or middle route from Jerusa-
lem to Galllee, at the distance of 36
miles from Jerusalem and about 40
miles from Nazareth, and midway be-
tween the coast of the Mediterranean
and the Jordan, {n a narrow dell be-
tween the famous summlits of Ebal
and Gerizim. The valley which sepai-
ates these mountains opens at the dis-
tance of two miles east of Shechem
into a fertlle and beautiful plain, ex-
tending from eight to ten miles from
north to south, and varying in width
from two to four mlles. This is the
plaln of Moreh, whose Juxurlant fields
afforded an inviting place of encamp-
ment for Abraham, and of pasturage
for his flocks, wasted and wearled by
reagon of their long march from their
former abode in the east; for Shechem
is the first place In the iand of Canaan
where the great Patriarch made his
temporary home. TFrom the time of
Abraham’s arrival till the final over-
throw of the Jewlsh nation, Shechem
was an Iimportant landmark In the
geogtaphy of Palestine, Here God
renewed His covenant with Abraham.
{Gen, 12:8.) Jacob, on his return fromn
Padan-Aram, pitched his tent over
against this city, at Shalem, on the
east of the plain. Here was also
Jacob’s field, a parcel of ground which
he gave to his son Joseph, (Gen.
33;18,1%9.) His sepulcher s there to
thls day. At the distance of about 600
feet from Joseph’s tomb, I8 Jacob's
well, at the mouth of which the Savlor
8at in His interview with the woman
of Samaria. (John 4:5.) Here was en-
acted the terrible tragedy connected
with the dishonor of Dinah by the son
of Hamor, prince of the country.
(Gen. 34.) Here Jacob kept his
flocks, even when at Hebron, fifty
or sixty mlles distant. At Dothan,
fifteen milles northwest, Joseph was be-
trayed by his brethren (Gen. 37). The
Israelites, immediately after their re-
turn Irom Egypt.here ratified the law
of the Lord. While six tribes were
encamped on Ebal and slx on Gerlzim,
the ark and the sttendant priecsts In
the valley below, pronounced the bless-
ings and the curses, and all the as-
sembled multitude raised to heaven
their solemn Amen (Deut. 27). Here
they buried the bones of Jozeph., Here
Joshua met the assembled people for
the last time (Joshua 24: 1, 25 32).
Shechem was allotted to Ephralm and
argigned to the Levites. It was the
scene of the treachery of Abimelech
{Judges %), the parable of Jothan and
of the revolt of the ten tribea, It was
and ever has been the abode of the
8gct of Samaritans, a little remnant
of whom sBtill g0 up on Mount Qerizim
to worshlp God on that mountaln, as

did their forefathers in the time of the
Savior (John 4: 20). It was captured
by Shalmaneser, king of Assyria, un-
der Hosea and repeopled by a strange

peopie, and again in the days of Ne-
heminh and of Ezra (2 Kings 17: Ezra
+4: 8), A vast temple, the ruins of

which stil remaln, was built here by
Sanballat, In the time of Alexander
the Great, which two hundred ‘ears

later was destroyed by the Macca-
bees. ANDREW JENSON.

A LETTER FROM NLW ZEALAND.

Elder McDonald writes to Wm, Mc-
Donald, Cottonwood, as follows:

Te Puke, Bay of Plenty, Oct. 18, 1897.
—I suppese you have heard of the hard
time I had coming over here on the
ship. Well, for my part I would soconer
be on the land, where everything is
not movihg around so much. Many
sights were to be seen as we came
along, both on land and on sea. The
first place we stopped after leaving
America was Hawall, but I did
not get a chance to go on land, as the
people Jn the town had the fever and
no pasaengers were allowed to go on
land except those who were golng to
stay. Bo [Fji was the first place we
got a chance to step on land. There
are about 350 in this group of islands
and they have a good climate for
growing cocoanuta and bananas.
From there w& went to Sydney,
Australia. Sydney is o large town but
is built in such a crooked shape that
a person would lose his way if he did
not look out where he was going. We
spent two days taking in the sights;
then we came on to Auckland. It was
a rough ride; the waves were like
mountains and many of the sailors
thought the phip was goilng to sink. I
only ate 25 cents’ worth of cakes In
five days. I was qulte slck when ar-
riving in New Zealand, I spent two
weeks with the Elders at Auckland
and among the European Saints.
From there I went to- Maoridom. It
did not take me Jong to get into their
ways, although they are much differ-
ent from what we have at home. They
are o great people for having big
feasts where all gather together and
have a good time, and when* they are
going through gsome of thelr war
dances, it would almosat scare a new-
comer to epee them dance and pull
faces. I have taken a great deal of
notice of thls people since coming to
this country and find they are much
like their old forefathers in their ways
and rellgious beliefs, of which the
Book of Mormon glves an account
Some of them must be the pure blood
of Nephl. Many blesaings are prom-
ised to this peoplé, If they will only
keep the commandments of the Lord
Many of them have joined the Church
and are trylng to ltve up to its prin-
ciples and are weiting patlently for
the day to come when they can gather
to Zion,

The Maori people are a very intelii-
gent ‘race and pome of them very large,
Those who have recelved the Gospel
seem to be advancing In farmirig and
in every other way much faster than
the others, Bome are good speankers
and many of them in the southern dis-
trict ean repeat the Ready Reference
from beginnlng to end, from memeory.
There are in the Church about four
thousand. We have in our district
nearly two hundred but they rre In o
scattered conditlon. It 18 a large dis-
trict and keeps us on the go, We have
A better district for sight-seeing than
any other in this land, There are warm
springe, geysers, lakea and other
things of curiosity. The work of the
Lord {s increasing in this part as well
88 others. We have baptized about
twenty and blessed about the eame
amount of children since my arrivak
Every once in a while we find a good,
honest soul who is willing to recelve
the Gospel. When we came through
Sydney there were no Saints, but now
there are over fifty. Many of the
Europeans are Inveatlgnting the Gos-
pel. We are not doing much European
work. There are three FEuropeans in
this district. One of them is an old,
gentleman about seventy years old.
We visit him, He Ilves alone and is




