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COLUMBUS ohio august

OV mckinley is a queer
presidential candidate I1

have come from washington
to columbus to see what 1

hehe
is doing to make himselfy president of the united

statestotes every one knows he is to be
oneme of the leading candidates before
the republican national convention
ohio has declared herself for him and
MeKinmckinleyleV clubs are being formed all
over the union columbus ought to be
the headquarters of the campaign and
I1 expectedted tto find a literary bureau at
worworkfechere otherethere is nothing of the
kindfeind the state house is as torpid as a
snake in midwinter and the governor
apparently shows no more interest in

wire pulling than though he merethewere the
chief executive of one of the poorest
territories otof the west he is not doing
a stroke to help along the movement
and he refuses to say a word upon
national politics for publication he
will not talk about the presidency and
he says his ideas on public questions
jureare soi0 o well known that it is useless for

him to make any statement as to the
probable platform

I1 have known governor mckinley for
is of the modestyearstearz he one mustmost

Mmcainin public life he seems to shun
newspaperimborMm bor notynotoriety and is aieseaverse to
talking abouttilt himselfh up to the present
time bethasW systematically refused to
give anything of this character to the
newspapers and my talk with him only
cam through my long acquaintance and
upon the promise that I1 would be moder-
ate in my expressions I1 spent some
time with him in his office at the state
househouse he is easier to gotget at than any

clerk in washington there
isepw W red tape about hisbis establishestablishmentmeoL
you wwalklk through the rotunda down
one hallball and up another and pass into
the anteroomante room where hisbis private secre-
taries work if the governor is disen-
gaged these direct you to go right in
audand you find mckinley who is now
perhapschaps1 the most talked of man in the
miunitedted states seated at a big flat desk
in a mahogany chair with a pile of
letters and telegrams before him his

ige secretsecretarystry may be otaoil the appo
aes side otof the desk but as a usual
thing you will find hidimm alone and if you
havebave ever met him before he will be
sure to recognize you he has a phen-
omenal memory and he seldom forgets
a name orof a face he puts you at once
at your easecase and evidently does not

consider himself to be any better or
greater than you are healydis democraticemocratic
in his feelings and actions and he is a
good healthy specimen of commonplace
humanity he isis a man of the people
and he believes in the people and can
sympathize with them he is a good
talker and can tell a good story though
he never uses anecdotes upon the stump
As you talk with him you find that he
has a humorous side to his nature and
he can laugh like a young bacchus he
has a religious side also and he never
says anything against religion even in
jest he is a member of the methodist
church but I1 do not think he is a
doctrinal methodist and hebe has his
i okes now and then at the expense of
his friends who belong to other denomi-
nations one of hisbis stories torfor instance
givesaps the reason why a prominent
politician could not become a baptist
it was because he could not bear to un-
dergo immersion as he could not stand
being out of0 public view lorfor any length
of time and another was as to10 the
scotch pres who was noted lorfor
keeping the sabbathSal bath and everything else
he could lay his hands on

governor mckinley has an immense
correspondence and the electric wires
are kept hot witti the business of his
position he dispatches his work
quickly dictating the answers to his
letters rapidly and seldom stopping for
a word or an idea he walks up and
down smoking a cigar as he dictates
tobacco in fact is his only vice he
never drinks and consequently is frefree
from that fault which the man excepted
when he spoke otol having a perfect wife
you may have beard the story the
man remarked

there is only one trouble about my
wife she will swear when she gets
drunk

well mckinlmckiniry never drinks and he
never swears 76his closest friends tell
me they have never heard him tell a
story nor utter an expression which
could not be repeated in the presence
of ladies he is fond otof the society of
ladies and there is no more devoted
husband in the united states thanthai he
his wife has been an invalid torfor the
past twenty years and be has devoted
all hisbis spare time to her the relations
which the two sustain to each other are
most beautiful mrs mckinley thinks
there is no wannan in the world equal to
her husband she has an oil painting
of him suso bung that it will be the first
thing she sees when she awakes in the
nimorningorning and she never tires of talking
about him she has grown much better
within recent years and she is now a I1

most well she is a beautiful woman
and a very bright one intellectually
she is very anxious that the governor
should retire from politics and she told

me that she hoped she could induce him
to do so upon the anniversary of their
silver weaweddingding which will accor next
january the two live very comfortably
at the neill 1house in columbus the
governor walking back and forth to his
work at the state house which is just
across the way

the governors life in fact is quiet
regular and comparatively uneventful
he is attending to the dudesclaties of his
office and now and then going off to
make a speech in different parts of the
united states it is wonderful how
many demands there are upon him for
speaking he receives scores of re
quests every week and many of these
are accompanied with offers of money
just the other day he received a letter
from boston stating that the writer
would give him soo if he would deliver
a speech there he replied that he
could not go whereupon the man sent
a second letter stating that if the money
offer was not enough he would make it
twice the five hundred and his expenses
governor mckinley however does not
believe in speaking for monymoney he looks
upon his speaking something as tolstoi
does upon his writingsand he liashas never
accepted a dotdol ar for adv of hisbis public
utterances he is a peculiar fellow in
his ideas of rightsright and his views upon
this question of public speaking came
out this afternoon upon my telling him
that I1 thought he ought to make a good
thing out of his speeches and that I1
knew other men who were incincreasingreasin
their income in this way before he baghad
replied I1 asked him what he got for a
speech and he then told me that he had
never received a cent for such work
said he

1 I do not know why it is but there
Isis a sort otof repugnance in my mind
against giving my viewsviews on public ques-
tions for pay I1 maymaybebe all wrong about
it but I1 know it would takeke all the
enthusiasm out of me if I1 knew that I1
was boidgoing to be paid at the end of a
meeting forfor the remarks I1 made during
itil I1 have had money offered me very
often but I1 have never taken it I1 re-
member a speech which I1 made not long
ago in debate at one of the big eastern
universities on the tariff question I1
took the protective side of course and
a very prominent treefree trader had the
other side shortly alterafter I1 arrived in
the city the president of the institution
called upon me at my hotel duringdaring
the visit he took four aioo bills out of
his pocket and laid them down on the
table

what is that for said 1I
that is for your speech tonight was

the rereplyI1
but I1 dont want any money for the

speech I1 answered 1 I did not come
here to talk for money and I1 cannot
take itit


