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great trath to which leaders in thonght
directed thelr attention, and, breath-
ing the air of unlonlsm under such
conditions, it js not strange the preei-
dent of the A. R. U, did not
comprehend the whole sltuation.
The recent strike brought tbhe lesson
home, however, and in & manly way
he makes the public confesston that he
was in error, and promises that he will
not be found on the same eide again.
He bas cume to understand that strikes
are opposed Lo genera) pentiment io
this country, end declares that he will
never again be connected with » atrike
organlzation, but will advise the work-
ingmen to seek redress by ballot.

The repentant expreseions of the A.
R. U, leader have the ring of sincerity,
and whatever may he sald of bis judy-
ment in inaugurating the strike, his
tranknees In coming out against what
he has learped js an evil must
be admired. It would be un-
charitable, and not in Ekeeping
with his recent public recorv, to
say that this step is taken to suve
himself in the Jegal proceedings now
pending. His declaration should
rather be mccepted as evidence of &n
varnest dealre Lo repalr as far as he can
the wrong done, by, prevesting similar
occurrences in future, His course in
this regard should be a telling argu-
ment with every labor organization,
and especially with the members of the
order of which he is the chief. When
the laboring men seek redrese at the
ballot box, in the manner provited by
the Jaws of the land, they have a
logitimate weapon with which Lo
engsge In any contest in this couatry.
When they wield it Inteliigently
and with uoited force, there is none
more eflective, By the Vote ol honest
labor directed to that end, great abuses
which exist could be corrected and cor-
ruption in high places be swept away;
and the eariier labor jeaders learn thie
truth the better it will be for the mem-
bers of their organizatione. Mr. Debe’s
advige on this occaslon is the choioest
be ever has given tothe werkingmen
of the country: Have no more to do
with strikee, but use the powers of citi-
zenehip to effect reforms; it is a choice
ot bullets or ballots—use the latter.

NEW YORK POLITICS.

The preeent three cornered war that
1s being waged in New York over the
persennel of the next municipal ticket,

{8 furnlsbing tbe country with some
valuable lessons In pulitics, It above
ali elee betrays the weakness, Iif not
the utter incapacilty,of uncompromising
partisanship in effurts for reform. The
Herculean task that has been under-
taken in tbat city is the correction of an
¢vil which hae been belore outliined In
theee columpe and whose present
teatures are thue portrayed by the
Boston Herald:

The existence of a eystem under which
men sworn to enforce the law take
bribes to allow it (0 be vicolated can-
not besaid 10 be peculiar to New York,
but it 18 worked there on a scale truly
metropolitan. Sldewalk peddlers and
millionaire dry gocds joblers, trans-
atlantic stesmship companios and hunco
steerers, places of good and ovil repule
pay the lax; wherever and whenever the

olice force has a chance to show by an
ncrease of a suspension of activity that
1t is dolng a favor, the itebing palm is

extended' and a fee is conveyed, with
moTe of lees of laxing by the way, to the
Focket that is alweys bulging, but never
uil.

The crusade againet thls monstrou
system began wilh the obange of poli-
tics last season, It was a feature of the
campaigo and the ¢ne whieh turned
the aflaire of the siate over [rom Lhe
Tammany gang champloned by Ex-
Qovernor D, B, Hil!, into the hands of
the Republicans generaled by Ex-Sen-
ator Thomas C. Piatt, Fora short time
the legions of reform were a unlt and
faced the thunder of the enemy with a
pleeid countenance. The war ory
“Down with Tammany?’ was 8o popu-
lar that party discipline was apparent-
iy brushed aside and Democraie, Popu-
liste, Bingle-Taxers and the rest
swelled the ranks, until no
one political boes could claim the
leadership without -involving a dis-
astrous mufiny.

It bas been evident for some time
that everything was not sgreeable
with either Mr. Platt or the Demoorat-
Ic leaders, and now comee &D incident
of politics wbich hss probably rup-
tured gnod feelings beyond all remedy.
A msyor is to be ejected, and the
thought ef a Republican’s voting for
a Democrat of any concelvable dimen-
sion has shocked the feelings of Mr.
Piatt beyond deecription. And fora
Demooral to vote for s ticket wilth a
Republican at the head of it is, in the
opinlon of ex-Mayor Grace, an impus:
sible -thing. Lln the meantime the
Tammany chief looks plearant as Gsual
ang 8sks triumphantly, *What’s the
bid for my vote???

The struggle ie not up, but at tbis
point it looks very much as if Tam-
many holds the key to the situation as
firm!y as ever and in the end will be
the eole beneficiary of the war designed
for its extermination. With tbe two
great parties divided agmeinst each
otber, it holds an absolute balance of
power and can Jictaie the terme of set-
tlement, as It has been dofug from its
beginning. .

It New York were the only state
afflicted by thie apomalous condition
we might look on with no yreat die-
turbance of spirit; but in ils present
attitude Tammany bolds not only the
grip on New York, but may toa
great extent dictate the polltics of the
entire natlon. 1t has more than once
told the country who it shoeuld bave
for n president; and having elected the
president it became a very natural
action to tell the president
what was Lhe proper thing for
the country. In other words the gov-
erning body of the cuuntry may be
Congress or Tammany Hall, acoording
a8 Mr. Grace and Mr, Platt may or
msy Dot agree upon who shsll bhe
mayor of New York olty.

INCREASE OF PAUPERISY.}

While there are hard timnes in our
own counlry, and the people who will
have to yepend on otliers for at Jeast a

share of their support the coming wic-
ter exceed i nDumber those that were
in that eitusation a year ago, it ie inter.
esting to note that soverty is Increas-
lng among the maeser in other parts of
the world. 1n New Zsaland and Aus.
tralia the cases of destitution are
described uw beiny three timea ae

numerous a8 in 1893; and the fagt ghat
so many have bad to depend on public
charityso long basincreased materially
the number of permanent paupers, who
have come to nucepl that position ag &
matler of choice, and show np qegire
to return to their former habit of egro-
ing their own iiving even where oppor-
tunity 1s offered.

A short timesince we pave ggpe
figures showing Lbe increase of ghgrjty
patients in Austria and Italy, The pe-
port of the poor rellefdepartment of the
British government for the firat halg of
the year is now issued aund ahows that
patlon, notwiihstanding the partjal
revival of business tDefe thip Beason,
to be following in the wake of tpe
others, 'The report 8ays there was
a great increase of pauperlsm duriog
the bialfl year, owing lo the general
buslness depresslon, many people
peing driven, for the first time ip ghelr
lives, to sak for relief, This 18 of those
only who bave applied to the govern-
ment, and does not represemt the
population aided by private apd
oburch charlties, outside of
the Lpiscopal church. The ppm-
ber of paupers in England apd
Wales, relleved by government is
given as 24.56 per thousand of po]lauln-
tion. This i8 of persons who are pot
“igp the parish,” and it is stated does
pnot represent more Lhan one-fourth
of those actually supporied by gbarfty
in the country. 1t s shown that tpe
west of Epgland and Wales hpve
the bighest average of pauperism.
London i8 lees thano the general gyer-
age, with nearly 115,000 paupers to iis
credit. Beyond this it is reported that
a number of people died of gaptyal
starvation tather thao apply for public
charity, several of these cases beipng
noted In the inquests held over tpe
deceased.

The view presented Is far trom belpg
attractive so far &s the welfare of the
people i concerned, Aceording to tpe
official estimate, About 10 per cent,
or 100 out of & thousand of population
in Britain, are paupers, three-fourghs
of them supported by private charity.
These figures eeem appaliing, but
coming trom official sourcee, where
the tendenocy would be to conceal tpe
worst features rather than exagperale
them, they cannot be disputed. They

show that however burdened we
may consider ourselves in [tash
because of having to support
sOME who canpot earn  their

livelihood, the Yyoke 18 indeed easy a¢
compared with whet people in the
old world have to do. Another apd
imporiant feature is shown in these
reports from Various sources, i.e,. the
dangerous practice of doling out chaf=
ity in the ordinary fashion, People
who srein need are helped, asthe¥

should be; but they are pot
required to meke  recompense
in eoch mepner 8&s they are

able, and thle slatus maintained for
& length of time ivelines them to be-
come permanent objects of charity.

Here is & cbance for wise heads {0
evolve & plan 1o cbeck thir tenden-

cy to an evil. *““The idler wball
not eat the bread nor west
the garmenis of the laborer,” i

sound docirine. Yet there are msan¥
people whoare ldie from necessity, apd
wbo must not be allowed to starve or
go naked. By being fed and clothed,
many of them are belng trained to be-



