
octoberOotober THE DESERETE E S E R E T mewsmewed
sentence the lord eaverave aaron gave to the
people of israel the prophetspropheta that depos-
ited these plates in the hill cumorah were
commancommandedcled of the lord to deposit the
brim and with them so that
when the time came for them to be brought
forth the individual who was entrusted
with them might be able to translate them
by the gift and power of god joseph put
forth hishla hands to taketako the plates but upon
doing so the angel appeared
to him and said joseph the time has not
yet comedorcome for vouvonon to take thetho plates yonyou
must be taught and instructed and you
must give heedbeed to my commandments and
to the commandments of the lord until
yyonyan are fully prpreparedpar0od to be entrusted
with them for the lordrd promised his an-
cient servants on this land that nooneno one
should have them for the purpose of specu-
lation and that they should be brought
forth with an eye single to the glory of
god and now if you will keep the com-
mandmentsmandments of god in all things and pre-
pare yourself you will in due timelime be per-
mitted to take these plates from their
place of deposit 11 he would not suffer
him to taketaktab them at that time fourbearspourFour years
fromfroin that day on the morning of the
of september 1827 having been com-
manded of the lord to come to that place
at that special time he went and was met
by the angel I1 will state however that
during these fourfoar yearsyeara hebe was often min

to by the angels of god and roceil
ed instruction concerning the work that
was to be performed in the latter days but
when the time had fully arrived he went to
the hill Cumocumorahrahrab according to appoint-
ment and took the plates and the arim
and with them and took them
to his fathers househonse in a wagon which he
had brought near to the hill for that pur-
pose he was then nearly twenty two
years old twenty two the following de-
cember

soon after this a certain portion of the
characters on these plates were copied off
by the propprophethetbet and the manuscript sentry
the hands of martin harris a farmarfarmer who
lived in that neighborhood to the city of
new york to show them to the learned to
see if they could translate them among
those to whom tueythey were presented wahwas
professor anthon a man noted for his
learning in languages but he could novnotno
translate themyou may here inquire what was the
particular character in which thee plates
were written they informorm us that they
wrote in two separate characters some otol
their plates were written in hebrew and
some in the esya ian but both the hehen
brew and the egyptian after they came
from jerusalem were reformed by them
I1 mean the alphabets were altered or
changed if they hadbad not done this by de-
sign we know that in the course of a thou-
sand years languages will greatly change
and sometimes new characters will be ad
ded to alphabets we know that none of
them at the present time are precisely as
they were anciently they have been added
to from time to time the hebrew on the
eastern continent had the points represent-
ing the vowels added to it after the ne
philes left jerusalem and no doubt the
egyptian understood when they lenlefthashas
been greatly changed since they wrote
therefore in the reformed Egyptegyptianianlan a lan-
guage that the learned professor anthon
did not understand he requested mar-
tin harris however to bring the plates to
himyhim telling him if he woudwoud thadthat he
could perhaps assist him in thetho translation
joseph translated the few characters that
were sent to professor anthon and when
the translation and the original were
shown to him and he hadbad compared them
he expressed the opinion that the translay
tion was correct and hebe gave a paper to
that effect to martin harris As mr har-
ris wawai i leaving the room mrhr anthon
said how did this young lad obtain the
plates said martin harris he ob-
tained them by the ministration of an holy
angel professor anthon immediately
requested him to return thothe paper that hebe
had given him and as soon as Amrr harris
had done so he torotore it to pieces sayisayingng

angelaangeir do not appear in our day
I1 do not know that joseph smith at the

umetime that he sent these words to the learn-
ed knew anything about the prophecy
that is contained in the chapter of
isaiah a few words of which I1 will read
butabut attanyany rate whether he knewknow it or
not it was a literal of itif isaiah
speaks of a time when deep sleep should be
poured out upon the nations of the earth
and they should be drunken but not with
wine they should stagger but not with
strong drink and the prophets and the
seersbeers keoacfec should be covered in other
words they would not have any prophets
or seers everyevery one will bear me witness
that that was the casecaso at the time thesethase
plates were brought forth where was
there a people who received revelation
where were their prophets and seers
gone covercoverededg and the vision of all has
become to you as the words of a book that
is sealed which men deliver to one that is
learned saying read this I1 pray youyon and
he balthbaith 111I can not forfon the book is sealed
and the book is delivered to him that is
not learned saying read this I1 pray
thee and he saith II111I am not learned
wherefore the lord says inasmuch asaa
alisthis people the people to whom these
aiaswords should be delivered draw near to
merae with their mouthsmonths and with their lips

idadoradojadionoronor me butbat re nove their hearts far
from me and their fear towards me Is
taught by the precepts of men therefore I1

will proceed to do a marvelous work
among thisthia people even a marvemarvelouslousious work
and a wonder for the wisdom orof their
wise men shall perish and the understand-
ing of their prudent henshallmen shall be hidbid 11

thisthia prophecy was fulfilled in the trans-
action I1 have already related the words
of the book isaiah says are to be delivered
to the learned not the book itself I1 have
had people rise up and say why did not
joseph smith send the plates to the learn-
ed because that would have been a
violviolationailon of this prophecy thathe words of
the book not the book itself were to be
delivered to the learned requestingrequeatins him to
read them read this I1 pray thee but
he says 1I can not for it is sealed Amar-
tin

Nlar
harris told him a portion orof these plates

were sealed and were hothob to be translated
during the present generation but the
portion that were unsealedunseated were to be
translated hohe replied 1I can not readrei a
sealed book thusthug fulfillingluilul filling the words of
isaiah

the book itself we are informed in the
next verse laIs to beba delivered to him that
is not learned now in regard to joseph
smiths qualifications or attainments in
learning they were very ordinary he
had received a little education in the com-
mon country vichoschoolsolst in the vicinity in
which he badhad lived he could read a little
and could write but etwas in such an
nary hand that bobe did not venture to act as
his own scribe but hadbad to employ some-
times one and sometimes another to write
as he translated this unlearned candidman did
not make the same reply that the learned
man did for when the book was deliver-
ed to this unlearned youth and he was
requested to read it hohe replied 1I am not
It learnedarned 11 I1 suppose he felt hlfhie weakness
when the ard told him to read thibthis book
for he thought it was a great work but
the lord replied to joseph in the very
language of this prophecy inasmuch as
this people meaning the present genera
tion draw near to me with heirhoir lips Jao
therefore I1 will proceed to do a marvellousmarcellousmarvellous
work even a marvellousmarcellousmarvellous work and a won
der

now did the unlearned man readreali the
book some might suppose if they were to
read no furtherfarther that the book was not
read at all letbet us read what is prophesi-
ed in the tsihisih versevere and in that day shall
the deaf hear the words of the book in-
deed then it seems that the book must
have been read or they could not chtivehave
heard its words and the eyes of the
blind shall see out of obscurity and out of
darkness does this mean those who are
spiritually deaf and those who are spiritu-
ally blind or does it mean literally those
who are blind and can not see and those
who are deal and cancannotnot hearbear it mamayy
mean eitheithereltherer way for it is well known by
thousands and tens of thousands now on
the earth that the eyes of the blind those
who havetbava been born blind have been
opened and that the ears of the deaf have
been opened by the power of god through
the preaching of this bonkbogk so that the
prophecy has had a literal fulfillment for
those who were physically and spiritu-
ally blind and deaf have been made to see
and hear bytheby the power of god and they
have gathered themselves from the nationsnation

bowletsownow letiet us read a little further in tbthisIs
prophecy and see whether this correct
pondsponda with the words of0 our text you
recollect it refers particularly to the ingath-
ering of the house of israel and when thetho
lord would cause the land of palestine to
yield its increase that hebe would cause
truth to spring out of the earth and so on
desdies this prophecy of isaiah correspond
with david so far as the events predicted
to transpire in the days when the book
comes forth we will see therefore
thus saithbalth the lord who redeemed
abraham concerning the house of jacob
jacob shall not now be ashamed neither
shall hishla face now wax pale why should
they no longer be ashamed why should
not their faces still wax pale the reply is
natnutbutbat when he seeth his children the work
of my handsbands in the midst of him they
shallahall sanctify the holy one of jacob and
fear the god of israel

do youyoa not see how these two prophets
harmonize in their propheciesclescies one says

wilt thou not turn to us again 0 lord
and bring back again the captivity of thy
people jacob that we may rejoice in thee
howliow long 0 lord will the fierceness of
thy wrath continue will it conticontinue to
all generations and the answer is that
he will bring truth out of the earth thet it
should set them in the way of his steps andaad
the land of israel or jacob should again
yield its increase while the other says
jacob shall not be ashamed neither shall
his face wax pale it seems then that both
these prophets beheldbehold that truth out of the
earth or a certain book would bring about
the gagathering of that long dispersed peo
pie

we find also othorlather events described I1 of a
very remarkable character one is that
the meek should increase their joy in the
lord there have been a great many
meek people among ailall the religious de
nominations who have no doubt lived
with aliail the desire of faithfulness that we
latter day saintssalute have and some perhaps
have been more faithful than some of us
the geekimeek alsoalsos shall increase their joy

in the lord 11 when will they do this in
the day that the deaf should hearhoar the words
of the book for what reasonleason because
of the instructions counsel perfect doc
trine and prophecies contained therein
because of the it gives to the
ohlohichildrenlaren of mon concerning the great work

which Is to be accomplished benorebefore the
comingcoining of the son of man all this know-
ledge would cause the meek of the earth to
have their joy increased

thothothe poor among men shall rejoice in
the nolyholy one of israel this Isia a very
important item when we wander over
the nations of the earth at the present day
what do we behold millions on millions
groaning1I in worse than african slaverykrgurgar american slavery here never com-
pared with the slavery of those millions in
the old countries they were very popointedanted
there against what they termed Aafricanfrican
slavery but they did not look at the slaves
at home the millions of people who were
obliged to work fourteen or sixteen hours
a day for a sixpence their bones sticking
outoat of their shina 3 it wereaudandandRud they having
the appearance as if famine had been
gnawing at their vitals this ia the condi-
tion of millions now but here Isia a book
the coming forth of which shou d make
the poor aifong men rejoice inia the holy
one of israel

I1 woulawould call upon this congregation and
upon the inhabitants of utah territory I1
mean that portion called latterlitter day saints
and ask otof them have yonyou experienced
the fulfillment of this prophecy in the
deliverance of yourselves and childrenchildren
from the oppressionsoppress ions that you endured in
the inmotherother couneonconnarytrytnytrv if a resresponseponso were
given to this it would be a united affirma-
tive from scores of thousands thatthad this
prophecy has been fulfilled to the very let-
ter in their deliverance from the bondage
which they and their fathers beffrebefore them
had been compelled to endure by the cruel
hand of the oppressor

another event lffiss spoken ofolm in connec-
tion with the bringing forth orof this book
for the terrible one isia brought to10 naught

thlethie sicornercarner is consumedconsume dindand all that watch
for iniquity are mut off has that ever
been fultulfulfilledtilled no but it will be in its
time and in its season but not until they
have heard the words of the book anand
have boenbeen thoroughly warned by the com-
ingg forth of truth out of the earth when
thattat has been sounded in their ears if they
hardened their hearts against it the decree
of the almighty is that all that watch for
iniquity shall be cuteat off all who perse-
cute the saintsailts of the living gdgio all who
would make a man an offender for a word
that will lay a snare for him that reproveth
in the gategato ththatatwillwill turn aside the lustjust for a
thing of naught are to be consumed

another very pleasing thing is mention
ed which you can bear me witness has
been fulfilled they also who erred in
spirit shall come to understanding and
they that murmured shall learn doctrine 11

ob nowhow my heart has been pained within
me when I1 have seen the blindness of the
christian world and I1 knewknow that many of
them were sincere I1 I1 knew they desired
to know the truth but they scarcely know
whether to turn to the right or to the left
so great were the errors that were taught
lain their midst and so strong the traditions
which they had imbibed the fear olof the
lord being taught thenthem by the precepts of
men instead of by inspiration and the
power of the holy ghost labeyatheythey alsoaiso that
erred inspiritin spirit shall comecom tto0 understand-
ingin when this book comes forth and

I1 they that murmur shall itlarnbarnarn doctrine
it would seem then that there islissomesome

thing connected with doctrine in the con-
tentst artsits of this book or the people could not
learn doctrine therel rom and have their
errors done away but those who have
read this book will bear me record thatohrt
their minds have been forever set at rest
in regard to doctrine so far as the ordin-
ances of the kingdom of god are concern
ed those who erred and did not know
whether sprinkling pouring or immer-
sion was the true method of baptism now
know why 7 because the book of llormor-
mon reveals the mode as it was given to
the ancient neeNephites on this continent
so in regard ta every other principle of
thetho doctrine of christ it is set forth in
such great that it Isia impossible
for ailyariyany two persons to form dlfdimdifferentmerentferent ideas
in relation to it after reading the book of
mormon

you may ask why this plainness be-
cause it was translated by the power and
giftongift of god because itlt came from a proper
source from him who is truth itself gocigoo
has droughtbrought it forth from the earth and as
the psalmist david scaysgys it will setst us in
the way ofochiahis steps if we have mur
aured because we did notliot understand
doctrine we now have a revelation matthal
will show us the true gospel with all its
ordinances principles giftsgitts and blessings
and we may enjoy them inasmuch as we
will seek them according to the promises
of the almighty

I1 know that I1 amsometimes lengthy in
my teachings and may betedious to some
but bear with mome a few moments longer
for there are some other prophecies con-
nected with the coming forth of this book
that it seems to neme should be understood
by the people I1 will refer you to one now
which will be found in the chapter
of the prophecies utot ezekiel we there
have a declaradeclaralutienn of the means that god
will use to gather the house of israel from
the four quarters of the earth I1 have not

timetime to turn to it but I1 will repeat it
speaking to thetho prophet the lordlora sayssayi

therefore son olof man take one stick and
write upon it for joseph thetho stick of
ephraim and then take another stick
and write upon it fortor judah and join these
twoawo sticks together in thine hand and
hold them up beobeforebeloreure the children of israelisrael
in thine handsbands nowno hereblare were two sticks

I1 have no doubt that they were literal
sticks in ezekiels bands the question is
what did they mean two sticks written
upon one for judah and the other for
josephihejoseph the stick of ephraim and after
they were written upon ezekiel was to
take the two etiska and join them into one
and then hold them up before the children
of israel as one stick then thetha lord
proceeds and when the children of thy
people shall speak unto thee saying what
doest thou mean by this now notice
the interpretation what dost thou mean
by these two sticks that are written
upon for judah and for joseph say unto
them thus the lord god rabold I1 will
take the stick otof joseph written upon for jo
seab and I1 will put it with the stick of judah
written upon for judah and they shall be oneoue la
minemino hand the two stickssucks in Ezekleezekielsls bandshands
were a representation otof what the lord was
going to do when he would oo00 it and whalwhat eventseventa
should follow the joining of these two sticks to-
gether in reading the next verse we see how
it harmonizes with what david and isaiah havehavu
said on the subject lehegehehe sticks whereon thou
whitest shall be in thinethino hand before their eyesetes
and say unto them thus saithbalth the lord god
behold I1 will take the children of israel fromfront
among the heathen whither hey be gone I1
will gatnergathor them on every side and bring them
into their 0onlandn land upon the mountains of is-
rael they shall no more bobe two nations nei-
ther shall they be divided into two kingdoms any
more at all but they shall dwell in the landlanci
which I1 have elveneiven to jacob my servant
wherein your fathers have dwelt anaand they shall
dwell therein even they and their children and
kneir childrens children forforeverever saith the lord

has thalthat been ffulfilled no when waviiiI1 I1 thetho
work commence that will bring it about when
the lord takes the stick of joeph written upon
forsorroc joseph and puts it with the jewish record
written upon sorton Judahjudah and makesmalkes them one in
his own hand and not until then you might
raise millions of dolhamdollar and form missionary
societies0 for the amelioration otof the condition otofshthee jews you might form christian amsocietiesdetles and
raise funds until they are ever so great and go
to the nations of the earth and try to convert
israel but you can not do it why becausegod almighty has decreed tha that work shall
be brought about alter the union of the two
records and not till then when he brings forth
the record otof the tribe of joseph his sacred
writing and puts it with the record of the jews

the bible then and notnet till then may we looktrfor ubotho restitution otof thetho house ot israel and
not even then until the timeslimes of the gentilesGentl iesiea are
ffulfilledul filled

now let me saybay a few words about thothe timestimea
of the gentiles you know thadthat esussus predictedpredictedyedt
lain thetha chapter of luke that jerusalem
should be trodden down by the gentiles until
the times otof the gentiles should be funtilledul tilled and
from the daydayotof the dispersion otof the jew I1 sev-
enty years after christychrist until the present year
1872 that land has been trodden down by thegentiles and the house of israel havehava not enjoenjoy-
ed

y
their former location their beautiful city

nor their land of promise and they cannot enjoy
it god will not permit them until thothe times orof
the gentiles are fulfilled

the question Is how will he bring about the
fulfillment otof the times of the gentiles I1 an-
swerW Jr by sending forth to them the stick otof jo-
sephe h written upon for joseph in connection
with the bible by his servants who go forth to
thetho nations of the earth they willvill proclaim to
all people nations and tongues to the gentiles
farsifirst the fullness of the gospel of the son of god
contained in these two records theche testimony
of two nations running together and growing
into one Is stronger than the testimony of one
nation and when the lord makes the ancient
continent of america bear record to the same
great truths when he unites the bible of the
western hemisphere with the bible of the east
and sends it forth to the nations of the earth it
will be a witness an evidence and a testimony
sufficient to bring about what Is termed the ffull-
ness of the Ggentilesentiles or to fulfillfulfil their times

this Is the reason why dduningtiring forty two years
god has restricted us to the gentile nations andald
would not suffer us to gogro with the book otof mor-
mon to thetho hoaseboase of israel until thothe times of the
gentiles were fulfilled how much longer the
lord will bear with the gentile nations I1 know
not but I1 do know that when they count them-
selves unworthy of eternal life when the ser-
vants of god have thoroughly warned them by
preaching to them the ful nessiness otof the gospel of
bishis son then the commandment will go forth
ffromrout the almighty to hhisIs servants turn from
the gentile nations and go to thothe dispersed orof
israel go yo fishers and ye hunters and f I1

that which I1 by the mouth otof mine an-
cient prophets that jacob may no longer be
made ashamed that his facerace may no longer waxwak
palele go and say to the house of israel in thetholourfour quarters of the earth that the god of jacob
hashits again spoken go and tell them t at that
which he by thothe mouthmouthsbofof theirthein ancient
prophets is being fulfilled and they will go
and their proclamation will bobe to israel thetha same
nasaas to the gentiles 7 with the exception of gather-
ing the jews to old jerusalem instead ot to thetho
land of zion

I1 blicht quote many other passages that havohave
a bearing on this subjectssubject but louiou this suffice
the work Is before the nations and they can ex
amineamino it it has received its foundation and
startstarr and there laIs no power beneath the heav-
ensns thalthat canean a ay the handband of the almighty ills
work will roll forth whatever the conduct of
the unfaithful may be the work of the al-
mighty is onward and will progress in its ma-
jesty and power until everydeverr propprophecybeeybecy lais ffulfilled
that has been spoken by tho mouth of his ancient
servants it will come to pass and the people
will be gathered for the powers of the barttearlii
cannotcan nodnot stay the handband of the almighty amen

in this city sep of0 teething apedaged one
year MARY ELIZABETHelizabcthtil daughter of gibsongibbon
jun and elizabeth condie

in this cityaitt sep 27ath of teething TDAIDA JANE
daughter of john and martha perkins ns aged 10
months and 14 daysdayl
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