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These
goﬁhe Catholic world. A Protest-
Otic free-thinker, Herr Max AL
Was the diregtor of a variety theatre.
‘e had a boil on his right hand
¥hich no doctor could remove. and
w l-m_:h threntened te render It im-
Mible for him to handle his violin

d’°“‘- His wife wanted him to
Aﬂﬂkagiasg of this healing water.

t first he only ridiculed the idea,

Ut finnily “was prevailed up-
on to try it After the HArst
he exclaimed, pale and exeit-

glagy
: P “God, 1 am eured!”
e wag,
Inthe yenr 1867 a dying Indy was
gﬁc&lled to life In the liile stownl ot
uens.
Jews have also heen benefited by
ot'e I‘f:t;'(;.shuwing t.l}at. the bilsinesa
urdes is no fapati
concern tical party
ux“A"d is aJl this true??* the reader
‘I(‘lﬂims. Wel), Catholic authors
1 ug of these and many other
N and offer 15,000 francs as a re-
lhnrd to anyone who can prove that
or'fﬂs s one single falsehood in any
)l the statements made. After
i 2Ving done this they feel justified
(E exclaiming Digilus Det esl hic
vre is the finger of God).
th e spring of Lourdes is still
ere. A magnificent chureh has
nm}n built over the spot. Thous
w 8 of pilgrims come every year to
orship Mary and to be healed by
¢ water, which is likewise sent in
rt!es to all parts of the world. 1In
- Fiea the negroes are being con-
fted through it. In Asin won-
i r;{ are performed thereby, ns also
A orth and South America and
Ustralin,
'_‘:f:)ceut influence of heaven has
fought to bear upon all parts
the Wl)l!id. = !
] hhut follows from all this? = Let
wono T What the priests sny: “The
?ders in Lourdes are a glorious
d.w,”qcmy of the truth and the
w0ty of the Catholic Chureh.?
tloy them God has solemnly sanc-
wried the waorship of Mary.”
of J8tifled ug,through our dear Lady
To thurde!!, the Catholie priesthood.
er. lese,.mot to a Methodist preach-
t,’ B0t to n Cnlvinist preacher, not
dent a Lutheran superinten-
or but to the priesthood
Wm_dt-he Catholic Church, the
pri W’ﬂs given: ‘Go aml tell the
£8i8.> Al the other priests have

of

Beequently no authority.” ¢
hority. To-
*f,‘;‘ihﬂr with the priestiiood, the

i omacy js also justified.” And
i Justitied. nda so

® the dogma of his infallibility.”
1.(:‘:‘."'3 our Catholiec authors go on
y ";ﬂg every gne of their doctrines
les?t‘lntlou from heaven and mir-
sy What can the other etiurches
hyp ¢, tBey can deny everything,
that would be o adopt very
tics, apd the consequences
miserable. The Catholic
s l}: although fallen from the
tu_? Ie of politieal power,is yet in
Dli'ituo 0Ly, in its organization and
Migpt ol *influence strong and
in th Peyond conception, mighty
L u?Se Wiho know not God nor the

8 of Batan,

“OLIc:i’:ln honest Inquirer who cares
Protegts  [OF the J’owe nor for his
trug), 2‘"‘“0 antagonlst, but only for
» there in an oddity about the

And 80|

Through this water the |

ent.

mirngles were not confined |story.of Lourdes that is very appar- | with herself.
The IMope In Rume needed our Catholic authors ascribe to the
, | something to turn up iuw order to | blessed mother of our Bavior! Al-

765

An actiob so silly

prove the mew dogma; and this hie [ though I am no Catholie 1 could

gets in the shape of n revelation of
the Virgin hersell. But the Virgin
found nene except a little child
through which to commuunicate.
This is odd, and awkward, teo, to
the church. Not the Pope, not the

eardinals, not the prlests, not any of |

'the numerous monks in the whole
Catholic Church were worthy of n
visitation of Mnry. The Pope is,
according to his own agsertion, the
viceroy of Christ, but the mother of
Christ, when visiting this earth
ignored the fnet altogether an

lodged in a cave inmstead of in the
Vatiean, communicates with a cl-ild
instead of with the hend of the
Echurch. The Catheolle authors
wisely keep silent upon this point.
There must be something wrong
somewhere.

Buppose that the I'ope wanted
to send to the king of Con-
go, say, o load of rum or
some other artiele sueh as the Chris-
tinns use for missionary purposes.
Let us also suppose that o papal
nuncio already stays with the king,
and that the one who comes with
the message altogether ignores the
first nuncio, and finds a nigeer hoy
to introduce him to his dark maj-
esty. What conelusion would be
deawn from thistransaction? Either
that the first nuncic was a traitor,
whom the Pope no longer trusted,
or that the second was a humbug.
80 In the ease uunder consideration.
The Pope claims to be the ambassa-
dor of heaven; but a heavenly be-
ing, “‘God’s mother,’” knows him
not or does not tnke any notice of
him. Poor I'ope! He must have
lost his standing in heaven. The
appearnnee  of the Virgin in
an obseure cave in France, if to be
credited at all, seems to prove that
his Holiness is a great humbug,and
konown as such in the heavenly
courts. If the Virgindiad appeared
fo the alleged head tof thi fiharoh,
that would have bheen a proof of the
divinity of that chureh; but the ap-
pearance of the Virgin to a child,
not even to n ?riest, cannot be a
prool in favor ol the church or the
priesthood.

Added to this ia the remarkable
fact that the ‘appearance’’ in the
cave seems to have been no person,
but only a personified idva. Berna-
|detta nsks her her name. Bhe
| smiles.  Bernadetta repeats  the
question. Btill no ofher answer
| than n smile. Again the question
s repeated, and being hard pressed
the “‘appearance’’ finally says: o
am the immaculate coneeption.?

Bhe was mot, aa the priests
sny, the Virgin Mary, but, on
her own words, mnothing but

an abstract idea, There s some-
thing mysterious in this. It looks as
if it was a goiten up scheme, or

[upon belng pressed to g
denly remembers the then much-
used words, “Immaculate conce

tion* and employs them as a su

stitute for her real name.
little innocent joke, however, she
suddenly vanished as it not contont

|

else the blessed virgin acts ns if she l

had forgotten her own name, and Union leve:
ive it sud- [ spans of 250 feet ench, making it

At this | 1524 feet in length.

not force myself to believe thut Mary
would leave her present place in
order to have a little game of this
kind in a eave anywhere in the
whole earth.

But then the miraculous water
and the miracles? Well, I am al-
ways a little eautionr in aceepting
stories of miracles. When in Beth-
lehem I was shown a limestone
which through contact with Mary
has received miraculous qualities,
“privipng milk,?? and 1 was told that
thousands had been benefited there-
by. Now I am informed that
thousandsare being benefited hy this
water. I do mot know; I am in no
position to judgs about that.

It is true that we have testi-
monies 1n favor of these miracles;
but to my mind it is no fortunagte
circumstance that the principal
witnesses ore priests, doetors and
lawyers. Im matters of this kind it
ig safer to form a judgment without
the aid of the representntives of
these professious--particularly the
priests.

Still, it is possible that o spring
has mirnculously agpeared in the
cave, and that thousands have
been benefited by it. There is no
absolute need of denyin® this. On
the contrary, the word ofGod ex-
plicitly stntes that the ¢‘son of per-
dition,” or antichrist should per-
form aill kinds of wonders. ““‘He
doeth great wonders, so thnt he
maketh fire come down from
Heaven on the earth in the sight of
men and deceiveth them that dweil
on the earth hy the means of thiose
mirncles, whielt he had power to do
in t.:xe sight of the benst.’” Rev. 18:
13, 14.

Miracles, therefore. are dangerous
arguments. They may prove the
divinity of a message, s in the vase
of Moses, of Christ, of the Church;
or they may prove the presence of
the power of antichrist. The true
distinction between the two classes-
of mitncles tho world is apt to over-
look. The miraeles whieh come
from God are never performed for
the sake of show, mever ‘“‘in the
sight of men.’* They always aim
at the glory of God and the salva-
tion of souls. The miracles of autl-
christ are also real miracles, but
they are performed ‘‘in the sight of
the beast and in the sight of men.”
Their aim isshow and the estab-
lishment of the power of the beast.

All the mlmc{g of the Catholic
Chureh, when carefully examined,
will be discovered to belong to this
Iatter clase; for the word of Gol
must be found to be frue in every
particular. J. M. B.

LETTERS FROM “JUNIUS.”

The Omaha bridge of the
Pacific comprises eleven

2750 feet lony. The St. Louls bridge
has only tbree spans, two of 502 feet
ench and one of 520 feet, making it
Its cost is said
to have been over §9,000,000. The
Omaha bridge cost $2,650,00.



