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THE PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIOR.

FivE weeks froio today the volers
of the United Btates will make & formal
declaration of whom tbey will bave to
perve them A8 Presldent and Viee.
President. ko deiong this they merely

resn their prelerences, bavlog no
eﬁll’; jn the matter except Indirectly;
- s ig well kpowi, it has frequentiy
Lor,n the caBe that while tbe people
h‘w:(i'e largely inciiped one way, the
electural college chusen by tbem bas
pe the other or anotber way, and
{;l?ua the candidates who bave received
inotity. of the people’s direct Bsuf-
?n:nug wele guccessful, It 19 not our
reggen[ purposeto explain the why and
ph tore o©f this of to morslize
o 3 as botb bave recaived sufliclent
in these columne and else-
where o render such use of space

epsaly.
m;?e;“ been frequently observed by
prominent politicints of all shades of
opinicn and others that the campaign
g0 {ar has beecn &n aboormally
quiei one, the apathy ¢xhibited hy
those who are most loterested being
pomething utterly unpprecedented,
Vurlous causes ure assigned for this
state of things, but in every case such
cause has some special application
favorable to tbe patty of the one f”'"
€Xpresces it, and is therofore not very
valuable to the independent mind
geeking fob actual facts. Perbaps the
renl sotirce of the prevajillng lnulger.
ence 1s the act that there are no vita)
{ssues before the people, st least none
but what have Leel presented and can-
vsased before, so that the c::mpalgn
has more of less gemblance lo ‘thresb-
ing out old straw.?? This, coupled
witn tbe additionnl fact that the prin-
elpal caudidates for the firet oitice bave
alsg been before tbe voters for the
game place, and thal thersfore there Is
Jitile that is Dew to be toid, would
peemn to completo Lhe case and furaish
albout as satiafactory an expl .nation as

can be given.
Above and beyond every other ques-
tlon demanding the hauunth;n of the
is, ag was the case foUr years
E;?)?I‘:he'tarlﬂ. Prior to that time jt
had generally ooccupled a secondary
place, or wus even further down the
gcale than that, The jssues growing
out of the war absorbed the greater
part of the people’s  attention
politically for many Years, economic
gu ans belng more of less sub-
. 1y; a8 time wore on, bowever, the
former gradually grew lees while tbe
latter advanced in 3 corresponding
ratio, anu now there is scarcely any-
thing left of war material, whicbh of
necessiLy throws the burden of making
up issues upon those who deal with
commerclal, mechanical aod  pros
ductive affuirs, The ulloged abeyance
of the Liodge electich bill, commonly

lled the ‘‘forCe bili,* whieb
(t:gu Democrste ciaim je  resting
untll the Rupubllcans are strong

enough to mako it law, lends a sbade
of verfety lo the situation, It Lelng a
politica! measure pure and slmple; but
.the Republicans dlgclaim any such in-
tention, and inaist upon it that their
spbunents &re using it a8 & Bourecrow
to heep the Boutb solid. _However
that may be, the bill is receiving a full
shore of attention; io fact, in the
South it falrly divides tbe bonors with
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tbe tariff and all otber subjecla before|siderable attention. - It

the people.

W hether It be dusto the indiflercnce
slated or to eome other cuause, it is
undeniable that there has never been
sl electjon since the war which cist
80 dim s sbadow before jt. Bo fur
nothing Is known as to bow any part
of the nation wlil go, and even the
conjectures which are ventured are In
most casos purely visionary, while
the ciaime made are what tbey usunlly
ameunt to—just B0 meny olalms.
There bave besn three State elec.
tlons beld recently (not counting the
one gology on in Florida today)—in
Arkanass, Vermont and Maine. The
first oumed wentl overwhelmingly
Democratic, but us it js & Democratjo
Hiate any way, this only scrves to show
that the hope of tbe Rspublicana to
hreak up the solidity of the Bouth is
futlle this time, and that tbe effect of
the Populist vote bas been overesti-
matei. 1o Vermont snd Matne, which
are slwaye more or lese strongly Re-
publican, there was a slight falling oft
tu the majsrities for that party. These
fucts taken together ©ause manguine
Democrats to anticlpate certain vic.
tory; bul they may not be fajrly so
ounsidered, for the resson that in the
Inpt two cases n llght Vote was polled,
Many voiersstay away from tbe polis
when a local election Ja going on, and
are on band “early and often’’ when it
ie & natlonal coatest. Bo tbat we are
only permitted from such results to
conclude—that we ure as much at sea
as Lefore.

If sny one could tell bow the Em.
pire Btate is going to vote, be could
vome pretty near tv a correel conelu-
slon as to the result at large. It istrue
the Democrats are making a vigorous
cumpalgn in the Nortbwest and are
already *“claimiug’’ enougb Btates in
that region to offset tbe possib.e loes of
New York; but such claims are not
based upon ptecedent and no one will
be safe in depending entirely upon any
such outcome, The Republicane may
loee pome of the siiver and otbher Btates
west of the Missourl river; but ali of
such losses combined would only bea
negative gain for the Democrate. Even
ii a full gatp;tbey would not be com-
pensated for the thirty-six electoral
votee which they would loge If they
falted lo carry New York.

——

NIAGARA HARNESSED.

BEQINNING today, and continuing
four days, will be beld al Buffalo,
N. Y., the pecond cungress of the Nu-

tional Real XEstate Association, at
which it is expected that every Biate
and Territory in the Union will be
represented by one or more of it
liveliest rea! vslate deaters. To prediot
with oanfidence that the meetings wiil
be full of snap and inlerest, one needs
but to remember the bustling, high-
pressure  characteristins of  your
successful real tvetale  operator
overywhert; and it goes with-
out #ayiog that where eseveral
bundred of bis species nre congregated
tugelber, there will the world be made
to wug rapidly and the currents of the
afr be set into a commotion.

While the general public may take
butelight interest in the proper and
regular proceedinge, one feature
of the congreess will demand con-
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iand and alr, but waler also

thut will feel tbhe presenceof the rust-
lers. It la proposed to devote a Jduy to
tbe examination of the great tunuel by
which, sa tbhe glib-tongued Buffalo
operators pul it, ‘‘the power of
Niagara {8 brought to the doors
of Buffalo snd made to turn
the wheels of eclvilization.”” As
explanatory of how these wonderlu]
tbings ate to be accomplished—it will
be obeerved they are not yetail done—
it may be intetesting to know that the
scheme is estimated to supply about
120,000 borse-power for tutning the
aforesaid wheels. The tunnel, which
has been over five years §n bullding,
hus been made from the level of the
lower river, juat under tbe falls, ex-
tending for nearly twa miles up the
river, and at a depth of 160 feet below
the river level above the falls. It will
be seen that an almost unllmited num-
ber of sbufts can be sunk, discbarging
into this great waterway, which ja 29
feet in diametor and 8,000 feet long,

It ie by tapping thie tunne) that the
120,000 borse-power is ohiained. But
tbe whole o Niagars bas not yet been
made ready for man’s service. It has
beown calculated tbat there are 6,000,000
horee-power in the mighty cataract.
But usiog oaly 120,000, Buffulo will
bave geven times As much power as
Minnenpolis and five times as much ae
Holyoke; and the river not only never
runs dry bul ¢an never run dry.

Naturally the aim of the Buftalo
represéutati ves present at the congress
will be to make Niugare's boom boom
their oity as the coming msa. ufsetur-
ing city of the continent. lo view of
the enterprise that has been shown in
progecuting the work thus far, itls
safeto eay they are entitled to all the
succees they will be llkely to achieve
in a gathering where po many ¢ections
are represented, each pulllng earnestly
and exclusively for iteelf.

——

WONDERFUL 1F TRUE.

AN eminent professor of Heldel-
burgh, Germany, named Meyer, 1nan
addrees to the students two years ago,

said that obemistry wae the great re-
vealer of blddeu mysteries. We
may,?’ said he, “‘reasonably bope ere
long It will teagh us to make the fiber
of wood s source of bumsan food. Can
the cellulin lo wood be made into
starcb? I would not Le at ali surprised
to hear that some savant bad manu-
factured a nice food from what were
once the most unruly elemente. !’

The Germsn chemlzie took the
matier up, aod ever eince bave heen
experimentiug in this directlon. Itis
now reported that tbey bave sue-
ceeded in musking coro starch from
wood cellulin, and bresd from tbe
starch, It is further atated that this
bread Ie chemically purer tban that
made from either harley ot rye. Itis
possible thst tbe duy may not bs far
distant when & balf dozen good catal-
pas or cottonwonde may Le ns valuable
as B bulf acre of wheat land. Besides
it would be much easier to irrigate an
acre of oaks tban ot wheat, This
brend-wood husiness would solve the
question of food supply and several

other imporiant economical issues.



