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THE PROMISE OF SPRING.

Slow diés the wintry day. the winds of
March
Broak with their ley hreath the evening
hush,
And snow-clad hills reflect the sunaet-
flash
That paints with purple all Heaven's weat-
aern arch;
But, from the laden branches of the larch,
Upon the frosty air a happy thrush
Pours {loods of melody, and flings a gush
Of gladsome music to the winda of March.

Thus when ounr lfe’s drear winter lingers

lopg—
When with 1he eve there comes no vision
aweet
To our sad eyes, and hope has taken
wing —

Ch, may gome distant strain of seraph-song
Burst forth, and tell s that our faltering
foet
Stand on the thresho!d of a joyous
‘spring! —J. @. F. Nikolson.
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THE ANTI-MORMON CRUSADE.

Washington, D. O,

| National Democrat,

Bept. 27.

8ir—1 have carefully read the
comraunication of Judge Carlton to
the Democrat of August 30, and
fully endorse every word of it [If
proof is needed of the veraeity of
his statemeuts it is furnished by the
Balt Lnke Tribusne, which. without
undertaking to disprove them, at-
tucks their authoer in the most veno-
mous personal abuse which forms
the staple urgumeut of that uews-
paper when it hags to deal with an
opponent.

I hawve been intimatety acquaiuted
with the Moumnon people for 17
years, have traveled through the
leugth aml breadth of their lnnd Le-
fore the railro s came there, anmd
have bad busipess relations with
them in whieh [ always found them
trustworthy, Barring their prac-
tice of polygamy, now fallen iuto
“inocuous desuectude,’? there ig not
such a law-abiding people within
the limits of these Uuited States
And yet these are the men who iu
Ilaho, where 1 have resided for
many summers aud Know them to
be the 1nost honest, vonscientivus
induatrious #nd sober among the in-
habitants of this new State—these
are {he men who are disfrapnchised,
excluded from the jury hox and

enied every politieal right ex-
cepting thatof beiuyg taxed.

Judge Carlton says:  fOf the
whole Mormon population in Utah,
ouly a very small per centare ip
polygamy. Qut of the adult mmales,
from 85 to 95 per cent are uotliving
iu a polygamous relation.”

Lu [iaboe the proportion of poly-
gumists is much less.

Of the disfranchised voters, there
are not 200 who are awmenable to
punishment for transgressiog the
law, Itis not pretended that th re
are more, but their crime is that
tney “‘belong to an organizativn that
teaches polyg qmy,’’ aud it 18 made a
comdition of their voting in future
that they shall proluce satisfactory
evidence that they have left the
Mormot Church two years before
asking for registratiou. It isiu vain
that they urge that the Mormon
Church no longe! teavhes polygamy
and that they produce the authori-
t itive declaratiou of its president to
the Associatedd DPress that he has
glven ““positive orders tha! no more
plural marriages shall be  svlemn-
zed.”” They are asked: **Do you be-
liewe that Joseph 8 uith was a
prophet? Du you believe that
he had a revelatiou iustituting
polygamy ?*

1t might as well be asked of the
Presbyterian: “Do you believe that
Jehouv:h was (Fod, and that he ‘gave
wives’ to David; that he sent ydown
tire from heaven to destroy the
prophets of Raal, and let loose the
armies of lsrael to murder the
(fauaanites and Philistines?” Of
course the true Preshyteria- believes

all that, or at lea-t he says thit he’

Joes; but as he i3 not & polygamist,
or 2 wutders himself,he is allowel
to vote. Why, then, should the
Presbyterian be ruled in and the
Mormon ruted out in Tdaho? The
answer is ready. Presbyteriaus be-
long toboth political parties. The
Muormons are mostly democrats, and
they are democrats noi hecause
they know or care mueh about the
tariff, but because tone iufamous
legislatiou aguinst them has been
enacted by & repubtican Cougress
that has seut corrupt governors and
judges lo oppresa their eo-religlon-

ists in Utah; that has taken aivant-)

age of an obsvlete  territorial law
to rob them of their Church prop-
erty, and has made a law of its
ownunparalleled in the meanness of

such sneak thievery, which confis-
cated the hard-earned saviogs con-
tributed to the ‘“‘emigration fund”
for the purpose of bringing their
| converts away fromtheir peverty in
Eurepe to the enjoyments and the
blessings of this free (?) and happy
land.

The Mormons are accused of dis-
loyally. What wouder.wonld it be
if the charge were true? Aud yet,
in spite of every device te bring
them into rebelijou. they remaiu
quiet under the indignities heaped
upon them, still adhering to the be-
lief that the Declaration of lode-
peudence and the Constitution of
the Tuited Btates were inspired by
the Almighty, who, in His own
good time, will see that they obtain
Justice at the hauds of their couu-
tiry.

)"Phe Mormons are by no
the ignorant ; eople that those who
are themselves as ighorant of them,
of their hixbits aud their religion, as
Judge Carlton has amply proved
that they are, suppuse them to be.
It is true they are not *‘up”’ in the
classics or iu the higher Lrauches ot
literature, but commouschool educa-
tion is as generally diffused as.in
most tavored States of the Uniou.
Comparatively uneducated men are
annually sent to foreign lands as
missionaries. but they arve cluse ob-
servers of what they see abroad, and
on their returi, iu the long winter
evenings, they dissemiuate among
their nefghbors the intelligence they
have acquired, -o thatthe Mormons
kuow vastly more of what is going
on in the outside world than the
worli kuows about them. Eveun in
educated Boston it 18 common to
bear that poalygamy is the corner-
stone of Mortiouism,w heu it is only
a stone that has pow falleu from its
superstructure, and to be told that
the “Mormon Bible’? has superseded
the sacred seriptures, which are more
firmly believed in by Mornions than
by any Christian sect. The artinle
of Judge Carlton is unaunswerable,
How comes It, theun, that the other
members of the Utali Commission,
to whieis he tells your readers that
he was attachel for seven years,
differ so materially from him?

Tn the first place this Utah Com-
mission never had any raisun d? efre.
1t never had accomplished any work
that could not have been done by
the secretary of the Territory single-

means



