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“THE MORMONS WILL NOT
PROMISE,”

A GooD many papers are echoing
the statement, made over the wires,
that Judge A nderson bag been de-
livering some strong opinions as to
the sincerity of ““Mormon?’ utter-
ances about the discontinuance of
plural marringesin Utali. The chief
polaot in it is f‘the refusal of
Mormons who come before a court to
even prowise that they will obey the
laws, and thus proclaim to the
world that thelr pretensions are in
bad faith.”?

It is very difficult to make the

. press writers of the country under.
staud the facts §n this case. But we
will explain them once more, even
though our efurt may have but little
eflect.

.The convictlons obtained in the
courts are not for polygamy, a8 sup-
posed, nnd us persona here who waut
to decuive the public, artfully make
it appear. They ure for “unlawful
cohabitation,” as that offunse is con-
strued by the courts. A nd that con-
atru tion is ditferent from any inter-
pretation of the term that was ever
beld in criminal jurisdiction before
it was applled to the *Mormons.?”

The meu who are brought before
the courts are principally those who
many years ago contracted plural
marriages, and fnod theiiselves now
with wives and families dependent
upen them angd whom they will not
cast off. The slightest association,
bowever innocent, with their plural
wives is judiciaily construed to con-
stitute the offense named. The
onlinary interpretation is entirely
discarded. “Living together® ig
not proven except fn very rare in-
stances,

“Mormons” are convicted on
evidence that would be consliered
proof in ‘the defendants’ favor in
any other ease. Men who have pot
tived with theip plural wives for
years, who have not maintained
with them those jutimate relations
that belong to the matrimonia)
state, but who bave bheen seen in
their Company, or in some casea are

- suspected

through circumstantial
evidence, but with no positive proof
of having been in their company,
are convicted and then asked if
they will obey the law in the
future.

Conscious of nnt actually violat-
ing any law, knowing they have
been convicied on actions entirely
innocent, morally and legally, how
can they promise to do more in the
future than thay have been doing in
the immediate past?

The trap aet for them is cowardly,
contemptible and designed to set
the whole ‘““‘Mormon®’ people in a
false light before the public. Any
one who will read with uubiased
mind the particulars of trials of
“Mormwons” for unlawful cohuhit-
ation, and sve the utter lack ol evi-
denee, will be amazed at the ver
dicts of guilty, until they under-
stand thut juries are selected (rom
the political enemies of the **Mor-
mons,”” and are expected to gonvict.

Ask a mun who has kept the law
strictly, and who has paid his plu-
ral vife less attention ihun he would
give to any lady whom he might
chance to meet, whether he will
obey the law in future, aud what
can he answer? He oannnt be more
obedient tothe law than he has
been. nor mnale A promise whi: h iiu-
plies he will do differently, and
which would amouut tos coufes-
sion that he has broken the law and
that his couvictlon is just.

Buch refusals are proofa of eandor
and slucerity instead of evidences
that -“Mormon pretenses are in bad
faith.”> They are the strongest jn-
dications of goud fajth and hoaor
that could be given.

And papers that comment on this
should remember, that every -*Mor-
mon’’ who votes Lias taken ati oath
that he will not violate the laws of
the United Btates and particularly
those that relate o polygamy and
sexual offenses. So that it ia got
the ““Mor:non’’ people, as represent-
ed, who refuse to promise to obey
the law. But it s a fow individi-
ala whoe ure in the position we have
descriend, and who are crowded
into a gorner, and with 3 prison
staring them in the face, decline,
even (o preserve their liberty, to
make promises which jmply it
and appear to be demanded for
reasons that should be reprobate by
all just and candid minds.

It may be sald that some of these
nien who decline to promise have
pleaded gullty to the charg:. True.
And why? Himply to save their
wives und children the mortifieation

and tertor of being forced imto a
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court roowm, before a gaping erowd,
anxions to hear something “racy,’”
and answer questions that sensitive
and timid women cannnt hear with-
out a blush.

The manufacturers of these re-
ports understand all this. But they
know the ignorance and prejudice
that prevail in relation to the “Mor-
mons,” and, taking advantaze of
these contradictions, they circulate
their untruths with demoniacal de-
light. Ts it not time that the Amer-
ican press should deal out facts fn.
stead of these perennial fictions
about the people who have made the
flourishing Territory of Utah?

MARTHA B. YOUNG'S FUNERAL.

THE funeril services over the re-
mains of Bister Martha Bowker
Young took place at the Lion H ‘use,
ber late residence, at ten o’clock
Sunday, Sept. 28th. The spacious
parlor and rooms adjoining were
filled with relatives and frlends of
the deceased, Inciuding several af
the widows and many of the echil-
iren of the late Presidient Brigham
Young. The services were conp-
fucted by the Bishopric of the

Iighteenth Ward. A select
quartette, " Jed hy Brother Geo.
D. Pyper, rendered appropriate

music in exquisite taste and style.
Elder Hamilton G. Park offered the
opening prayer, and remarks were
made by Elder Robert Patrick and
Bishop Whitney, followed hy a dia-
course from President George @
Cannon. The fidelity of the de-
ceased to the prineiples of her falth,
and the glorious hopes and rewards
of those who, like her, were willing
to he tried in thie life in order to be
found worthy of a Ligher and better
life to come, were the themes dwelt
upon by the speakers. The bene-
diction waa provounced by Elder
Willlam B. Barton, after which the
casket containing the body was eon-
veyed by the pall-bearers—includ-
ing several of the sons of President
Young—to the family cemetery on
First Street, where it was deposited
in the earth near the tomb of her
husband, President Seymour B.
Young dedicated ihe grave, an. the
remains of faithful Sister Martha
were left to awalt a plorious resnr-
rection. :

— -—

GOVERNOR THOMAS AND THE
“DECLARATION."

THE telegraph wires ure still kept
hot with anti-**Mormon” dispatches.
A hired munufacturer of falsehoods
in Washiungton sends bis opinlons

about the “Mormon’ Church, for



