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WATCHMAN WHAT OF THE NIGHT

it fairly staggers a manufacturer to
contemplate the industrial situation at
the present aimel grocery criterion

suchbuob inia the editorial comment upon
this burning quentio 111 1 and yet in it
scarcely an inkling of that situation is
9giveniven nor to any extent is there reason
assigned for it or solution oftofforedared

here and there from other sources
the facts can be gleaned if telegrams
of strikes and controversy did not su
perseda the notices which come by
regular issue of trade journals and a
local presa it is evident that collision
resistance and blood are in the air that
riot and destruction may at any time
gain the ascendancy and itif this should
be the case he would be a seer indeed
who could determine the limits of such
an event the great strike in the malcoal
districts is having effect on traffic by
sea and lano steamships railroadsrailroad
factories and milall industrial workshops
are caught in that struggle which is
said to depend upon mine owners and
mine workers athboth ot whom seek for
and intend ascendancy but afterafier
longleng by conference there seems only
to be an increase of irritation
fierceness and determination just
why mine owners should refuse the
retention of present wages or deny a
trifling advance Is something difficult
to understand and why coal should be
hurriedberried arm Jiaglish shipping portsport
and from nova scotia by steamers to
meet at increased prices an unex-
pected demand here is equally surour
prlaing for ordinary men ywould
natunaturallyraily say that it was cheaper
easier anda od better to pay that advance
to home labor than to speculators from
beyond the seas in illinois some
mines have been fineufarej and in towns
where the water supply depends on
coal every opportunity is given to

ceyona control the
agents of coal mines which have sup-
plied outgoing steamers from new
york have negotiated for foreign coal
which can be brought ioin in unlimited
quantities almost and at near compet-
ing prices seeing that other freight
under business stagnation is limited
beyond all past experience

markets of all kinds are depressed
as well yet there is in moneyed
centers a continued and in-
creasing amount of idle funds
albeit the government reserve it itin
said is by gold shipments again
dwindling below the safety point as
financiers call it As coal advances
from scarcity there is a closing down
of factfactoriesorits and a disdischargechurgo of MODmen
which in addition to the strikers al-
ready out makes the depression only
more profound and prospectively
many thousands more will be added to
those already existing torfor railroads
are taking off trains to economize ioin
coal and traffic is falling off in such
proportion that if long continued will
mean suspension and insolvency all
through I1

it is a curious feature olof the times
that some four thousand men are out
on strike in the pullman carriage
works where contention has hitherto
been unknown the strike of the
silk weavers of paterson N J hasboo
continued for now three months in
which some ten thousand persons are

involved with a lose of wages already
amounting to over a million and a
quarter dofdollarelarig while brick workers I1

plumbers painters sadand interdependent
trades have been out for weeks
at a season of the year when
they are supposed to be in the full
tide of labor and accumulating a sur-
plus for the certain idle days of winter
then it tois realtarerealizedaltz d that stores are be-
coming depleted that credit has pawedpassed
its limits and that wholesale and retail
dealers are doing businessbusi on so con-
servativeservative a basis that trade nearly
amounts to a standstill with
tories closed beside ib so that supply tois
uncertain for accumulation is not
desired and simple momentary supply
will not keep the wheels going

the outlook laIs discouraging to some
hopeless and to all one of great strain
and intense anxiety

in the mining districts of Perinpennsyl-
vania

syl
and ohio where there is an

accumulating foreign element serious
troubles may occur at any moment itif
not directly from the strike itself at
least ffromrom those who attempt to prevent
nonunionnon union men from taking that labor
refused by the strikers save at
the prices which they have
already determined upon fordeforce not
only organized moral force but that
force which means violence and des-
tructiontruc tion to becoming more familiar and
loseless obnoxious to the laboring mind
than ever before some thingsth I1 are done
and others suggested which wouldwoold
but a very little time ago have
seemed outrageous and in fact imhof
sible

many remedies have been suggested
but nothinging decisive has been reached
as yet representatives of labor and
its combinations have interviewedinterviewoki

managers and proprietors but confabs
have only intensified the opposition
notably with the coke furnace men iuin
pennsylvania at the prickfrick work
which seem more turbulent than
others and are in striking coDcontrast
with the course pursued in other coun-
tries at least two and a quarter mil-
lions is the estimated numberdumber now of
strikers and idle industrial workers
which would seem to be a small per-
centage of the sixty fivefi ve millions of a
population but when those depend-
ent upon this class are included it
must mean that near one tenth of the
whole are aft isted outside otof an im-
mensemense number who undoubtedly sym-
pathize in feelingleel lug and are prepared
0 aid and abet their fellow
laborerslaborere not knowing but that they
may need reciprocal aid in an imme-
diate future when it isia bald that the
three month strike cost the silk beav
ers one andadd a quarter millions in
wages it slides off the tongue glibly
enough but besides this there must
have been considerable wage accumu-
lation prior thereto or credit oiseelse
collapse would have come earlier
though the result nothing might
have been just the same

f this losslose of productive labor is an
importantImport antoneone to the nation and it
would seem that some national board
of arbitration could entertain these
disputes and allow work to go on in
the interim of and conclu-
sion the malomain idea in opposition to
this is said to be the lack of power in
the enforcement of a decision but
surely this is losejess formidable than even
liberty would indicate for some moral

force would be inevitable to such a
tribunal and penalty of some kind
would accrue to the non acceptor

the loss1088 alluded to in one line of in-
dustrialdu action is however but a drop
toin the bucketbuc feet of abortive effort and
absolute loss and it seems surprising
that no brain ooDO sympathizer no
leader has as yet suggested that sacri-
fice intelligently applied would estab-
lish works or secure an interest in
works already existing so that labor in

boards of management could be
representedrepresentedl one and a quarter mil-
lion dollars would surely be potent in
some section of silk manufacture yet
that amount is deliberately thrown
away in vain or for unsuccessful self
dedefensefensel it is admitted that labor is
unwilling for sacrifice save in itsita own
conventional way even in utah
where there tois an unity of interest be-
yond that found outsideou taide it lais difficult
to consolidate on this basis or the
working shoemakers might now have
owned a larger factory than Z C MMII1
they being the first to combine but
practice showed that when saturday
night came the majority wanted all
they hadbad earned and hadbad nothing
for permanentvermanent investment manyMADY
years observation of strikes here
and in europe including their cost
and failure have satisfied the writer
that many clawesclasses of labor have hadbad in
their own hands the means of their re-
demptiondemp tionion butbat at the Iminstancestance of dema-
gogues millions have been fritteredfrittered
away on a forlorn hope and the last
totestate of that class has been worse than

was the beginning 1 1

with a vast superfluous supply of
labor it would seem that some defense
could be secured from the suasuspensionvension
of the general immigration five or
tonten years would do much toward the
needed assimilation of our redundant
foreign element into the american
mass those nowherenow here would in the
meantime become more familiar with
our institutions with the
of european methodsmethod and with the
utility ot the ballot box as a remedy
for conditionscondition far superior to that of
revolution or destradestructionaou I1 politicians
waymay fight shy of thiasthimas of other things
which would be politic but are
not exexpedient from a party stand-
point but the emergency is not a
Dartpartisanisan one the natinationsonla prosperity
nay lsis very life may depend upon
this solution of pressingog qu lons and
it would be Jiofluelous to assume that
there tois that lack of brain or patriot-
ism which neither senses the situation
nor dares to apply the remedyremeda that
there are clausescauses for every evil is be-
yond controversy and that these
are reachable and susceptible of re-
moval Is surely within the genius of
this republic who wants to think
otherwise or to luoklook for the starsstairs and
stripes to go down in anarchy and
blood thus frustrating the hopes of
millions whoTT ho have looked westward to
the home of liberty counting on it as
a beacon light to all the world or as a
savior by example and influence to
the teeming millions who with their
fathers have been the victims of
spoliation for ages in the past and
whose hopesbodes for the present and future
have centered upon the land
shadowing with wingswinge

there have been trout re-
cently placed in green river wyom-
ing


