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.Friiten for this Paper.
WATCHMAN, WHAT OF THE NIGHT?
It fairly staggers a manufacturer to

oontemplate the indnstrial sitnation at
the present timel-—Grocer's Oriierion.

Suoh is the editorial eommentupon
this “‘burning guestin: ,*’ and yet in it
scarcely an inkiing of that sitnation is
given, nor to any exlent is there reason
apsizned for it, or solution offsred,

Here and there, from other sourcee,
the facts can be zleaned, if telegrams
of strikes and cootroversy did not su-
persede tbe notices whivh come by
regular issue of trade journals and a
local press; It is evident that coliision,
resistance and hlood are in the air, that
riot apd Jdestruction may at any time
gain the ascendanoy, and if tbis should
be the case, he wouid bea geer indeed
who could determine the limits of such
an event. Theereat strike In the coal
districis is having eflect on traflic by
ses and lano; steamshipe, rallroads,
fagtories and a1l industrial workshopa
are cadght in that struggle, whilch is
gaid to depend upon mine-owners anu
mine-workerg, buth of whom seek for
and intend ascendancy, but afier
leng hy counfetence there seews only
to be an increase of irritation,
fierceness and Jetermination. Juost
why mipne-owbers ghoula tefuse the
retention of present wages or deny a
trifitng advance is sometning difficult
to understans; and why voal shounld he
bhurrfed from Hoglish sbipping ports
and fromi Nova Beotia by steamers to
meet—at increased pricee—an unpex-
pectetdemand here, is egually sur-
prising; for ordinary men spwould
paturarly say that it was cheaper,
easier aod better to pay that advance
to home labor, than to apecillatlors from
beyond the seas. Ibn Illinois saome
mines iave been fired, and in towns
where the water supply uepends on
¢oal, every opporlunity is given to in-
cendlarismm  peyonu control. The
agents of coal mines which have sup-
plied outgeing steamers from New
York have necotiated for rforeign cosl,
which ecan be brought in in uniimited
quantities almost, and &l pear compet-
ing prices, peeing ihat other freight
under business stagnation is Jimiced
bevond all past experience.

Markets of all kinds are depressed

a8 well, yel [here i in moneyed
centers & continued and in-
creasing amount of idle funds,

albeit the government reserve (it is
sald) is, by gold shipments, agaiv
dwindling below the safety point, as
floanciers call it. As coal advances
from scarcity, there is 8 closing down
of factorics and a discherge of men,
which ip addition to the strikers al-
ready out, makes the depression only
more profound; and prospectively
many tbousands more wili be added to
those ajready existing, lor railroads
are taking off traine to economize in
coal, and traffic is falling off in such
propotiion, that if Jong continued, wiil
mean suspension and  insolveney all
torough !

It isa curious feature ot the times
that some fuur thousand men are ogut
on strike in the Fullman carriage
works, where contention has nitherto
beeth unknown. The strike of the
eilk weavers of Paterson, . J., has
continued for now tbree montbs, in
which some ten thousand persons are

involved, with a loss of wages already
amounting to over & million anda
guarter dollars; while brick-workers,
plumbers, painters and interdependent
trades have been out for weeks
at a pgearon of the year when
they are suppostd to be in the full
tide of labor, and sccumulating 8 sur-
plus for the certain idte days of winter.
Then it is realizad that stores ate be-
coming depleted, that credit has passed
its Jim!te, and that wholesale and retail
deniers are doing business on so con-
servative a basis that trade mearly
amounte to a standstill, with manufae-
tories closed besides; so that supply is
uncertaio, for accumulation is not
desired, and gsimple momentary supply
will not keep the wheels going!

The outlook is discouraging, to some
hopeless, and to all, one of great strain
and intense anxiety.

In the mining dlstricis of Pennayl-
vania and Qhio whete there is an
agcumuiating foreign element, serious
troubles may occur &t any moment, if
not diregtly from the sirike itself, at
least from those who attempt to prevent
nop-union men from taking that Jabor

refused by the strikers, save at
the prices which they have
already determinod upon. Foree, not

only organized moral force, but that
force which means Viclence and des-
truction, is becoming more faml)iar and
less obnoxious to the laboring ming
tbun ever hefore. Bome things are done
and others suggested, which would
but a very little time sgo, have
seemed outrageous and in fact impoe-
sible,

Many remediea have been suggested
but nothing decisive has been reacbed
a8 yet. Representatives of jabor anu
its ocombinations bhave Iinterviewel
manpagers ahd proprietors; but conifabs
have only intensified the oppesition,
notably with the coke furpace men iu
Pennsylvania at the Frick works,
which seem more turbnlent Lhan
others, and are in etrking contrast
wiih the course pursued in other coun-
tries at least. Two and a guarter mil-
lions is the estimted vumber now of
atrirers apd idle induatrial workera,
which would seem to be a smal] per-
centage of the sixty.five millions of n
population. But when Lhose depend-
ent npon this class are jncluded, it
must mean that near one-:enth of he
whole are aff :cted, outside of au im-
mense oumber who undoubtedly sym-
pathize in teeling, and are prepared
ta ald and abet their feliow-
iaborers, not knowiog but that they
may need reciprocal aid in an jmme-
diate future! When itiasald that the
three menths’strike cost the silk weav.-
ers ope sod & quarter mtllions in
wages it slides off the tougue glibly
enough; but berides this there must
have been considerable wage accumu-
lation prior therelo, or credii, else
collapse would have come earlier,
though the resuit—2othing—might
bave been just the same,

“ This loss uf productive labor is an
important one to the nation, and it
would seem that some national board
of arbitration could entertain these
Jdigputes, and allow work to go on in
the interim of {discussion and concju-
sion. Tne main idea in opposition to
this is said to be the lack of power imn
the enforcement of a degision. But
surely tbie is Jess formidable than even

liberty would indicate, for fome moral

force would be inevitable to such a
tribunal, aod penalty of some kind
would accrue to the not-accepto:!

The loss alluded toinone line of in-
dustzial action Is however but a *sdrop
in the bucket’” of abortive effort and
absolute ioss, and it seems surprising
that no braip, no sywmpathizer, no
leader has as yet suggested that sacri-
fice intelligently applied would estab-
lish works or secure an interest in
works already existing; so that labor in
‘*hoards of management’’ could be
represented! Qoe and a guarter mil-
lion dollars would sutely be potent in
some gection of silk manufacture, yet
that amount js deliberately throwa
away in vain or for unsuccessful self--
defense! Itis admitted tbat labor is
unwilling for sacrifice save in its own
conventional way. Even in Utah,
whete thereis an unity of Interest be-
yond that found outside, it is difficuit
to consolldate on this basis, or the
working ehoemakers might now have
owned alarger factory than 7, C, M.I,,
they being the first to combfne. But
practice showed that when Saiurday
night came the tpajorlty wanted all
they had earned, and had nothing,
for permanent investment, Many
years* obeervation of strlkes here
anod in Europe, ineluding their nost
and failure, have satisfled the writer
that many classes of iabor have had in
their own bands the means of their re-
demption, but at the jnstance of dema-
goguee, millions have been frittered
away on a forlorn hope, and “the jast
state of that class has heen worse than
was the beginning!?

With a wvast swperfluous supply of
labor it would peem that some iefense
could be secured from the suspension
of the genera) immigration. Five or
ten years would do much toward the
needed assimilation of cur redundant
foreign eiement into the American
mass. Those now here would in the
meantime become more familiar with
out institutions, with the unwisdom
of Enropean methode, and with the
utility of the ballot box as & remedy
for econditione, far superior to that of
revolution or destrustiou! Politiciaps
may fight ehy of this,as of other thiugs

which would be politic but are
not expedlent from a parly stand-
polot. But tbe emergency is not a

partisan one, The natlsn’s prosperity,
nay i very life, may depend upon
this solution of pressing questions,and

‘it would be livelous to ssgnwe that

there fs that Jack of brain or patriot-
iem, which neither senses the aituatign
nor dares io apply the remedy! That
there are causes for every evil is Le-
yood controversy, and that these
are reachable and susceptible of re-
moval is surely within the genius of
this Republic. Wno wants tv think
otherwise, or lo look for the Btars and
Btripes to go down In anarchy snd
blood—thus frustraling the bopes of
miilions w bo bave looked westward to
the home of liberty, counting vn it as
a heacon light to all ihe world, or as a
savior by example and infiuence to
the teeming millions, wbo with their
tathers have been the victime of
apoliation for ages in the past, and
whose hopes for the present and future-
bave centered upon “the land
ahadowing with wings!*?

Thbere have heen 30,000 trout re-
cently placed in Green river, Wyom-
ing.



