RELIGIOCUS.

e S— -

Sunday Services.

Reiigious services were held at the
Tabernaclte, Balt Luke City, Bunday,
November 15, 1891, commenclng asy 2
p. m. President Apgus M. Capnoon
prealf!ing. )

The cholr sang the.hymn begioning:

God moves.n o mysterious way,
His wonders to perform.

Prayer was offered hy Bishop Isauc
Barton.

The choir next sang the hymn:

Behold,the grent Redeewmer die,
A broken low . to salisfy.

The Priesthood of the Beventh ward

officiated in the sdininistration of the

Lord’s Bupper.
COUNSELUR QHARLES W. PENROSE

aaid that having been ealled upon to nd-
dress the Baints be felt the need of the
Holy Bpirit to assist him, partioularly
as no subjuct epegially présented
jteelf to his mind. The servants of the
Lord 1o this Church were expected to
be rendy ot aoy time when reguired to
administer in the ordioaoces of the
L.ord’s house, or to perform auy duty
which migibt be pecessary. It might
scemn nn  easy task for a  per-
son oot unaccpstomed to pub-
lic speaking to ‘arise before a con-
gregation and address them; but this
was not the experiepce generally of the
pervants of God in thia Church, be-
cause they did ol prepare their dis-
coyrses, but depended upon the Inspir-
atfon of the time. He rupposed that
the Lord, in making this requirement
of His servauts, desired that they
ghould learn how to exercise faith,
fuicth being an eesential priocipie of
the Gospelof Jesus Christ. Without
faith it was lmpossible to please God,
"This faith, Which was sssential to sal-
watlon, was Dot merely a siinple assent
to certain fnots and doctrines; but it
wae an Active principle in the humanp
soul. It was something to be exer-
cised, something practical, and the
Loni wanted this people to be a people
of faith, so that they might be able Lo
approach unto Hlm, receive His
blessings and power, and labor for the
salvation of mankind.

They had met that afternoon, as was
customary with the Latter-day Baints,
to partake of the emblems of the body
and blood of Jesus Christ cur Redeemer,
ip fulfilment of His commandments.
They read in the New Testament of
the instructions which the Lord gave
to the Church io early times in regard
to this matter, and also in the Book of
Mormon #s lo-the instruetions which
He gave to His servans en this conti-
nent when He visited them after Hia
resurrection. In both instances He
made plain to His people the doctrine
of obgerving and partakiog of the
Sacrament — o eat bread in re-
membracge of His body and drink
wipe 1o remembraoce of His
blood. But in the days in which
we lived the Lord, in renewlog the
Gospel, in sending back to the earth
the doctrines and ordinances that had
been jost from among the children of
men, gave to His people n special com-
mandment io relation to this, He said
that His people should comeup to His
house on His holy day, offer up tbeir
Bacrament before Him, and pay their
vowa to the Most High., The Laiter-

THE DESERET WEEKI.Y.

745

day Baints did this every weuk, He
dld pot know whether any other
Christian denomination partook of the
Bacrament a3 often as that; but the Liat-
ter-day Baipts ind been commanded,
as was the cage in the primitive Chris-
tian Church, to come together on the
Bubbath day ‘‘to break bread.”

There waa a renewal of spiritual life
io pariaking of the Bacrament. Jesus
bhad said: ““He that partaketh npot of
my flesh and drinketh not of my blood
hath no life in him;’? but although be
used the terms ““Thigis My tlesh?” and
“This 18 My bloo,* Hedid not wish to
convey the ldea literally. He spoke
figuratively in this as e often dJid,
and a8 was the custom among the
people tn which he belonged, as well
as other Oriental nations.

One very populous church in
Christendom took the words of Christ
literally, and when {t sdministered
the Sacrament the supposition was
that the members were nctually eat-
iog of the body and drinking of the
blouid of Christ. Thls was called the
doctrite of trapsubstapliatioo; that
was to say, the bread was transformed
inoto the body of Jesusn Christ. [t
would, however, require s very great
atreteh ot faith to belleve that. Io the
Epiacopal Church a different doctrine
prevailed—consubstantiation instead of
transubstantiation. [t wns a distine-
tion with some difference. W hereas
the Catholie  jdea  was  that
the bread was actually transformed
joto the bady of Christ, the doctrine of
the Church of England—or Epliscopal
churoh, as it was called In America—
was that the body or personality of
Christ was present in the*tread. The
understiandiog of the Latter-day Saints
wasg al variance with either of these
two theories. They understood the
bread to be a representation of the body
of the Savior, and the wine in thecup,
when biessed, wus a representation of
Hie blood “shed for the remission of
sina.??

Theobject in parfakipe of the Sacra-
ment was not only that we might have
our minds turped to the past—to the
sufferings of JesusChrist for our sakes—
put that our thoughts might be led to
the future—thut we might luok for His
coming; for Jesus had said that as vften
as we Jid this we showed forth His
death vntil He comes. To partakiog
of thess sacred emblems we not oanly
witpeased that we belleved in His
death and suffering, in the shedding of
His blood as a sacrifice for our sing,and
that we were willing to keep His com-
mandments, but that we were looking
forward to His second coming—uoot as
the babeeof Bethlehem, not to be sacri-
ficed for thesins of the world, not to
be despised and rn.:j'ected of men; bat to
¢ome in the clouds of heaven ““with

ower and great glory,” and reign ss
i’(lng of kings and Lord of lords,to‘‘sub-
due 81l thiogs voto Himself and put
all things which were evi] under His
feet.??

The form ot blessing the bread and
wilne, or water, as used by the Latter-
dny Saints, was one that had come by
revelation from God. 1t was not made
up by the Priest or Elder who ad-

mipistered it; but the words that were
peed io  the blessing of these
emblems came by revelation from

above In our owa day, aod were
contained in the Book of Doctrine and
Covenants. Thir form was identical

with that which, according to the Bouk
ot Mormon,Jesus Christ gave to His ger-
vunts upon thin contigent in aneient
times, after Hts resurrection; and
liere was a great deal of wmeaning
in those words. Every time we took
the bread we virtually made a new cove
enant with the Lord. The apeaker
gquoted the words of the blessing, re-
marking that this was verysolemp and
very importapt. But they partock of
the Bacrament so often that he some-
times feared they did not atitach eut.
ficlent importance thereto. He had
learned that some of the strangers who
attended these eervices had beeu
struek with what they termed the in-
difference manifested by a great maiy

of the peocple here while partak-
Ing of the Sacrament, and who
did Dot seam to think they were

doivg snything particularty solemu or
sacred. He thought, however, that.
this might be carried to too great an
extreme. He bad seen persons partake
of these embleme in the varlous Chris.-
tian denomipstlons in the world, and

it had seemed to him sometimes as if
they put on a mask or appearance of
mock solemnity. Assuming a saocti-
fled look,turping up the whiles of their
eyes, or taking on nny formal attitude,
did pot constitute true bumility. Per-
haps there was some degree of truth in
the strictures which had beeno made
upon the appearance of some of the
Latter-day Saints when this sacred or:

dinance waa bejog adminigfered; and he
would suggest to his brethren and ala-
ters that they turn theirattenticn fully
to thissacred ordinance when the bread
and the wuter were being passed
around. Let them offer up a
secref prayer to the Lord, and ponder

upon the-fact that they were makiug a
new covenant with God. When-
we put the bread that was blessed be-
tween cur lips nnd received It into our
bodies, and it beeomes part and parcel’
of our physical nature, 20 we should
take upon us the nature and character-
of Jesus Christ. We should take upon
ourseives His name, His Bpirit upd
endeavor to follow His example. Be
cause we expecied, after a while, to-
have the privilege of belog In j:lhl
society, and unless we became like
Him it was not likely that this jey
would be ours, Ittook something more-
than mere belief in Jesus Christ, in
His virtues, and in thesacrifices which

He made for cur sins, to fit aod prepare
us for His company hereafter.

This holy ordinsnce which the Lord
had revealed for our aeceptance and
bepefit was a very ancienl ceremony.
When Christ administered bread and
wine to His disclples He did oot intro-
duce any new thing, Al the doc:
trinea which He came to teach were of

uld time, before the days of Jesus.-
Bome persons, iodeed, objected 1t
Jesus Cbrlst as the (dreat Teacber be-

cause He taught things which were
gafd to be found in oreeds older than
that which He introduced. But truth
is eternal, and existed before nll people
who ever lived upon thls earth. The
things which we learned in this world
were no doubt understood oo worlds-
before  thin  earth wus made;
and it was very ocertain Lthat
the doctrines of the Gospel were taught
upou the earth bhundreds of years be-
fore Jesue Christ was born. The
ancient patriarche had the Gospel, and
a0 had Abraham, as was told in the-



