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family with lhota I1 remained
some ten months diligently study-
ing the turkish tongue audand
forming acquaintances among the
people I1 soon learnt sufficient
of the language to be able
to bear my testimony of the truth
of the gospel to the armeniansArmen ians I1
was not long in finding11 however
that the people of constantinople
possessed very little sinsincerityverity and
that they had no great desire furfor
religious truth but having become
acquainted with some of thedrel
lers in the interior of asuasia minorainor
chiefly through the medium orof cor-
respondencerespond enee I1 learned that the
missionaries were wanted in that
quarter accordingly I1 communi-
cated with the home authorities of
the church rei commendingmendingom that
more elders be sent out to assist
us asaAs a result we were joined by
elder james clove duringburing the
next season we arranged for a trip
through asia minor in order to
presentpresenfr the gospel to the people
and so that we might become better
acquainted with their wants and
manner of life

I1 left constantinople in the latter
parteart of august and journeyed to
Sainsamsounsoun a port on the black sea
whence I1 proceeded to the
capital of the stawstate of that name
here I1 was generously welcomed
by brother debrau who
was not however at that time a
member of the church but who
joined it soon afterwards I1 con-
tinued at for about a month
bearing my testimony to the people
next started for palestine and there
landed on december having
passed through a great many cities
in the course of a travel of over five
hundred miles and bearing myilly
testimony to the gospel as oppor-
tunitiestuni ties offered

I1 found the people somewhat re-
ligiously inclined and rather in-
quisitive their great desire being to
learn the objects and belief orof thelatter day saints I1 had no diffi-
cultycul ty wwhatever I1inn bettlgettingng before the
people because so soon aIsas they
heard I1 was in their midst they
would at once flock together come
to me in a body and in this way
after a few days labor I1 was en-
abled to place before them the first
principles of the gospel

I1 discovered the armeniansArmen ians to be
a ratheragather unstable race of a decidedly
enquiring turn of mind when the
subjects which we discussed ap-
peared to hhaveave been exhausted they
would turn leisurely away and our
conversation was seemingly of but
little profit but I1 found some
really good men among the num-
ber and some of these embraced
the gospel in fact throughout the
entire mission about thirty persons
were baptized into the churchthe missionaries likewise meet with
a great many very st itunch friends
who are looking forward to the day
of deliverance when they will be
able to accept the truth

although there is religious liber-
ty in that country according to
Mabom laws yet it exists
only in a very contracted degree
because every denomination has to
be recognized by the govern-
ment hence a certain form of

home rule the churches become
responseresresponsibleble to the governgovernmentment for the
payment of taxes and lorfor the good
order of their community inI1 u this
way men who change their re-
ligious opinions are sometimes sub
ejected to very severe persecutionextexcessivedessive taxes are imposed upon
them and in various ways they are
annoyed by the older denomina-
tions ibe government recognizes
no individual except iuin a church
capacity hence as we could offer
no temporal protection to anyone
who was willing to colu us it was ex-
ceedinglyaeedcee I1 ugly hard for men to sever their
connections with the old churches
and embrace the mormon ly faith
but I1 may heres iyay that I1 conversed
with many who are looking forward
to some change whereby they waymay
be liberated from their present state
of bondage and be made free in the
lord jesus christ

I1 found a great deal of good
among the people they possess
many virtues which others might
adopt with profit rhefhe great fault
with the people especially among
the christians is that they are
given to lying and on this account
are unreliable you nan n hardly eveverer
depend upon what they aeyss y anandd
this often produces a feeling of digdis-
couragementcoura gement among the elders who
go among them

in palestine I1 hadbad the privilege
of traveling through the greaterpart of the iana in company with
brothers and grau ruiland
together we visited many of the an-
cient places 0litterestLin terest mentioned in
the scripture I1 observed that
there was a good deal of land un
tilled and unoccupied which with
proper energy expended upon it
could be made productive and capa-
ble of sustaining a much larger pop-
ulation than at present the fact is
the arabs do not understand land
cultivation and I1 may here remark
that about the only thing I1 can see
that the german colonists known as
the temple society have ac-
complishedcomplis hed beyond the jews is that
in the cultivation of the land they
have shown the possibility of mak-
ing agriculture a success in that
country

speakingaking of the jews at present
located in1 palestine I1 cannot say
that they are doing much tota redeem
thethelandland they are full of hope that
at some future day they will be able
to enjoy to the full the land of
their fathers ly and have the blessing
of gogot1 there are already
seen indications of the fulfillmentfulfilmentfu of
the prophecy as to the return of thejews to the holy land ititisis my
firm belief that so soon as god has
established a people there that thatthailandgland of promise will well sus
tain them whether it be the saintssainto
or others whenever the latter
day saints obtain a hold in pales-
tine to preach the gospel and other-
wise bring a reforming influenceto bear upon the nations it will fur-
nishn asli a new key and introduce a very
interesting feature in the great latter day work
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attHidje it1t was once
calledcalledk rhefhe holy6 y city but it may
now properly be termed thewicked city it is certainly being

trodden down by the gentiles as
the savior said it should be it is
filled with all manner of wicked

and abomination idolatry lbis
practiced in its mostin oat glaring forms
the catholics athenians and
greeks have et up couvelisconat arts and
churches on every prominent
spot in the city and filled
them with images and pic-
tures ro these the poor pilgrims
pay solemn homage it is doubtful
in my mind whether idolatry exists
in any part of theeartathe earth to a more
open and unblushing extent than
here

some of the neatestg eanest imposturesim postures
are practiced upon the pilgrims who
visit these holy shrines the most
aromiprominentberit of wwhich is the chchurchu rab of
the holy sepulchre here in a
sort of panoramic form is exhibited
the entire history of the crucifixion
among the many curiosities
shown what are declared to be the
stocks two holes hewn in a huge
piece of rock in which christ
is represented as having been placed
just previous to his crucifixion the
spot upon which he was judged
an I1 the sepulchre wherein he waswan
laid the sepulchre itself is in its
rude state but the building by
which it is enclosed is a magniAmagnificentcent
specimen of workman hip above
a sarcophagus which is said to have
contained the saviors dead body
lamps of gold and silver are kept
perpetually burpingburning day and night
there is likewise tthebe stone slab upon
which it is supposed his body was
embalmedembalmed this is one of the first
objects that meets the eye as the
visitor enters the church and
which all good pilgrims stoop to
kiss again there teie the actual spot
upon which it is asserted martha
mary and other women stood dur-
ing the operation of embalm-
ing the Sav lors body and
the very ground whichabie was
occupied by the three crosScrossastS on
which our savior and the two
thieves were crucified several
graves are likewise pointed out in
the edifice including those of mary
magdalene and joseph of arima-
thea As a sample of the many
traditions related kyby the priests one
is that christ was crucicrucifiedfled right
over the grave of adam and that
drops of his blood reaching adamadamsIs
skull father adam was thereupon
resurrected this absurd statement
is often accepted as a fact by credu-
lous pilgrims
at bethlehem we were shown the
church of the nativity w hereinwherein isin

pointed out what is said to be the
manger in which christeaschristChris was born
also what is known as the milk
stone said to have been hewn out
of a piece of solid rock which was
formed by the ddropping of milk from
the breast of mary the mother of
jesus while hherer infantron the catholicscat ofica have a
large and handsome churchchunh in
bethlehem

in january 1888 elder
arrived at haifa and was appointed
to labor in valestinepalestine and learn the
arabicamble language he has since
been successful in the baptizing of
some of the christian arabs and
the gospel is thus being opened up
among that people


