famlly, with whota [ remaibed
Bome ten months, diligeutly study-
ing the Turkish tongue sud
forming secquaintances amouvy the
ople. [ soou learnt safficient
of the language 1o be able
tu bear my testimouy of the truth
of the Guspel to the Armenians, I
wis pot long in finding, however,
that the people of Coustauntinople
posscssed very Jittle siucerity, and
that they had uo yreat desire for
religious truth. But haviug hecome
aequainted with some of the dwel-
lerz in the interior of Asia Minor —
chivly through the-medium of cor-
respondenie—I  learned that the
missloparies were wanted ju that
quarter. Accordingly [ communi-
cated with the homu authorities of
the Church, recommuuding that
more Ihiers be sent out Lo assist
us. Asaresult wo were joined by
Elder James Clove. During the
next season we arranged for a trip
through Asia Mipor, iu order to
present the Gospel inthe people,
and 8o that we might become hetter
acquainted with their wants and
mauner of life,

L left Constantinople in the latter
gurl,of August and journugud to

amsoun, a port on the Black Sea,
whence I proceeded to Bivas, the
capital of the State’ of that name.
Here [ was genvrously welcomed
by Brother Dekruu SBhahabian, who
was not, however, at that time g
member of the Churclh, but who
joined it soon afterwards. I c¢on-
tinued at 8ivas for about a month,
besring my testimony to the peaple,
next started for Palestine, aud there
landed on December 20th, having
passed through a great mauy eitivs
iu the course of a truvel of over five
huudred miles, and bearing iy
testimony to the QGospel as eppor-
tunities offered.

I found the people somewhat re-
ligiously iuclined apd rather in-
quisitive, their great desire being to
learn the objects and belief of the
Latter-duy Saints. I had no diffi-
culty whatever iu getting before the
pevple, because 80 soon us they
heard I was in their midst they
would at ouce flock together, come
to me in a body, and iu this way,
after a few days’ labor, [ was en-
ahled to place before them the frst
pringiples of the Gospel.

I Jdiscovered the Armuninns to be
n cather unstable race,of a decidediy
enquiring turn of mind. When the
subjects which we discussed ap-
peared fo bave been exhausted, they
would turn leisurely away, and our
conversatlon wuas seemingly of but
little profit. But [ fouud some
really good men among the num-
her, and some of these embraced
the Gospel. Lo fact. throughout the
entire mission sabout thirty persons
ware baptized into the Church.
The missionnries likewise muet with
a great many very stiunch friends,
who are looking forward to the day
of dellveranee, when they will be
able to aceept the truth.

Although there is religious liter-
ty in that eountry according to
Malhommedan laws, yet it exista
oenly in a very cootracted degreo,
becanse every denomination bhas to
be recognlzed by the govern-
ment; heuce a certaiu form of
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home rule. The churches become
respousible to the government for the
paymeut of tuxes, and tor the good
order of their commuuity. Iu this
way, men who change their re-
ligious upiniuns are sometimes sub-
jected to very severe persecution.
kixecssive taxes nre imposed upon
them, and in various ways they are
avnoyed by the older denomina-
tions. The government recoguizes
1o individual vxeept in a chureh
capacity. Henre as we vould offer
no femporal prolection lo suyone
who was willing te jein us, it was ex-
ceedingly hard for men to sever their
ounections with the old churches
and embrace the “Mormon?® faith.
But [ may heres.y that [ con versed
with inauy who are locking forward
to some change whereby they may
be liberated from their present state
of bondage and be made frée lu the
Liord Jesus Christ.

I found & great deal of good
| among the people. They possess

Inany virtues which others might
|adopl. with profit. Che great fault
| with the prople—especially amoug
[the Christians—is that they are
i giveu to lying, and, on this account,
| are unreliable. You omn hardlyever
depend upon what they scy, and
this often produces a feeliug of Jdis-
couragement amony the Klders who
| gu umong them.

In Palestine 1 had the privilege
jof traveling through the greater
part of the land in company with
Brothers Sjohdal and Grau, and
togethier we visited many of the aun-
cient plaves u({bimervst. entioned ju
the suripturé® [ observed that
there was a good deal of land un-
tilled and wuoccupied which, with
proper energy expended upon it,
could be made productive and capa-
ble of sustaining a much lurger pop-
ulatiou than at present. The fact is,
the Arabs do not understand land
cultivatiou; and I may here remark
that about the only thing [ can see
that the German culonists { known as
the ¢ Temple Society.””}) have ac-
complished beyond the Jews is that
in the cultivatiou of the land they
have shown the jossibility of mak-
ing agriculture n success i that
couutry.

Bpeaking of the Juws at present
{located in Palestine, { cannot BRY
that they are doing wmuch to redeem

the land.  They are full of hope that:

at sowie future day they will be able
{to enjoy to the full “the lamd of
tiveir fathers’’ and have the blessing
of Goi. Thure are already
seen indications of the fulfilinent of
| the pruphecy as tothe return of the
{Jews Lo the Holy Land. Itis my
| tirm belief that so soon as God has
established a people there that thuat
I"Laud of Promise’” will well sus.
tain them, whether it be the Saints
or others. Whenever the Latter-
day Saints obtain a hold in Pales-
tive, to preach the Gospel and other-
wise bring a reforming infiuence
us bear upon the uations, it will fur-
nieh a new key and introduce a very
interesting feature in the great Lat-
tet-day work.

Going on to speak of Jerusalem,
Elder Hintze said: It was onoe
called *“T'he Holy City,’” but it inay
now properly be termed *¢The
wicked city.?? Lt is certainly being
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troddeu dowa by the Gentiles, as
the Bavior sald it shouid be. [t is
filled with all mnanner of wicked-
neee and abominution.  lIdolatry is

ractived 1 1ts most glaring forms.
.The  Catholies, Aumenians und
Greeks have ret up counverts and
churches on every  prominent
spot  in  the city, and Alled
them with Imusges and  pie-
tures. To these the pvor pilgrims
pay solvmn homage. It is doubtful
in my minid whether idolstry exists
inauy part of the earth o a more
open and unblushing extent than
here.

Some of the gicatest impostures
are practised upon the pligrims who
visit thepe ImY; shrines, the most
prominent of which isthe Church of
the Holy Sepulehre. Here, in a
rort of panoramie form, is exhibited
the eutire history of the erucifixion.
Among the many ‘‘curiosities”?
shown what are declared to be the
stocks—two bheles hewn in a huge
picce of rock —in which Christ
is represented as having been placed
just previous to His crucifixion; the
spot upuu: which He was judged,
and the scpulehre wherein He was
laid. Tbe wepulechre itself is in its
rude stale, but the buildiog by
which it is epnclosed is a magnificent
specimen of workman hip. Abwove
a sarcophagus,which js said to have
contained the Savier’s dead body,
lampes of gold and silver are kept

rpetually burning, day and night.

here is likewise | hie stune slab upou
which it is supposed His body was
embalmed. This is one of the first
oljects that meets the eye as the
visiter enters the church, and
which all good pilgrims stoop to
kiss. Agnin, there ie the actual #pot
upon wlhich it is asserted Martha,
Mary, nod other women stood dur-

ing the operation of embalin-
ing the Savier’s body; and
the very pround which was

occupled hy the three crosses, on
which our Savier and the two
thieves were crucified. Beveral
graves are likewise pointed out in
the edifice, jucluding thiose of Mary
Magdalene nnd Joseph of Arima-
thea. As a sample of the many
traditions related by the priests, one
is that Christ was crucified right
over the prave of Adam, and that
drops of His bloud reaching Adam’s
skull, Father Adam was thereupon
resurrected. This absurd statement
is often accepted as n fuct hy credu-
lous pilgrims.

At Bethlehem we wereshown the
| “Church of the Nativity,” wherein is
| poiuted out what is said to be the
| mangerin which Christ was born;
also what is known as the “mlik
stone,?’ sald to have becu hewu out
of a piece of suvlid rock, which was
formed by the droppiug of milk from
the breast of Mary ihe mother of

Jusus, while pursing her infant
Son. The ecatholics have a
large apd bandsowne Church in

Betlilehem.

Lu Japunry, 1888, Elder Bjodnhl
arrived ab Haifn, and wus nppointed
to Jabor in "alestiue nud learn the
Arabic langunge. He hus sibve
been successful in the baptizing of
somv of the Christian Arabs, and
| the gospel is thus being opened up
amcng that people.




