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elder john henry smith read the last
chapter of malachiMalachl and made the plan
of salvation for the dead plain elder
john henry smith also bore witness
that the heavens have been opened
and that god has again set his hand
to consummate his work

at the close of the meeting many
strangers shook hands with the elders
sadand expressed themselves as pleased
with the matter presented

on monday at a m the elders
met in counsel elder john henry
smith being present elder cowley had
goneone to lima to hold meeting

all the elders reported their labors
and expressed themselves as deter-
minedmined to spread the word of peace as
bestbeat they could aided by the spirit of
god reports were to the effect that new
openings were being made daily for el-
ders

el-
dera to preach and that a general in-
teresttereci is manifested as to the gospel of
jesus christ all the elders bore a
falthfaithfulful testimony to the restoration of
the gospel that peace and tranquility
prevailed throughout the mission that
the system I1inauguratedaugurated by president
brammelbra mmel of and holding series
of meetings aae very productproductiveife of good
results that order and discipline pre-
vails in the enter field

elder hill was called and set apart as
assIsassistanttnt to elder brammel elder W
G paul was honorably released to re-
turn home willard john was made
president of missoula conference wil-
liam thornby was made presided of
galleton conference while several
changes were made as to the fields of
labor of the elders

on sunday june elder bram-
mel and elder hill will hold conference
at corrallo bitter root valley and
then elder brammel will repair to
oregon washington and idaho to meet
the elders laboring there the last
three states have been amalgamated
with montana

A conference will be held in butte injuly and at billings in august god
blese allaal israel yoursyours truly

JOHNSON clerk

branch conference in florida
milton florida june 2 1898

I1 take pleasure in reporting briefly
thebe proceedingsedi n of our branch confer
oceeuce heldN nneare T Ota bite santa rosa

county Florfloridalda
atalt our last general conference heldJQjanuaryatlary esth and ath there was addedto our conference seven counties ofwest florida on the conring of may

in an oak grove near the home ofartber john C kennedy there wereassembled of the following elders ffromromzionvon
president TD H thomas and elders edbendleyBenSileyuley wm E jenkins PF W an-
drus ezra P monson and james C
stover the local brethren of the priest-
hood saints of this and adjoining
counties with many of our friendstwo very interesting meetings wereheld each day in which the saints re-
ceived many good and timely instruc-
tions pertaining to their duties as mem-
bers of tho church of jesus christ thesubjects of tithing the word of wis-dom alsdo etc were treated upon and taught
in plainness

nor did we neglect our visiting
friends who gave us a listening ear
but we taught them the simple truthsgospel and as peter did on theday of pentecost commanded them torepent and obey the gospel that theymay be partakerspar takers of the blessings ofghe same

arifertei conference elder beesley and
myselfI1 proceeded to the city of milmiltontoltthe bunty seat of santa rosa countywe here this morning and have
spent the day in visiting the mayor
adgeI1 ger sheriff and other leading citi-

zens and in the morning we will begin
our bouse to house canvass we SM

ja

being kindly entertained by the leading
hotel of the city

the health of the elders in this con-
ference is good the work of the lord
is progressing and the honest in heartare having the privilege of hearing the
gospel

your brother in christ
EZRA P MONSON

clerk of conference

A branch organized
san diego june 2ndand 1898

we ateare thankful that out of the vastarmy of truth bears zion is continually
sending forth our fair city has been
blessed with her portion we now
have working in our midst elder J A
loveless W E stoker and F B platt
and we are occasionally visited by the
county elders J I1L hatch and josgrates

the work of the lord is growing rap-
idly here our numbers having nearly
doubled in the last six months this
growth entitled us to a branch organ-
ization there being about sixty mem-
bers in all about a month ago thisthiIs
organization was affected by elder EB
H nye and elder G F harding lo10
cal elders priests teachers and dea-
cons were ordained and elder chas S
hoag was sustained as branch presi-
dent

I1 A ladlesladies relief society was organ-
ized with sister A F jewell as

I1 dent sister hattie nye being present
at the first meeting she gave the sis-
ters some valuable instructions and
started them out properly in the work
the inmembersembers are a happy band of de-
voted workers who will be heard from
later

we can also boast the honor of hav-
ing the first primary association or-
ganized in the california mission and
with sister hettlehettie sniff as president
ably assisted by her aids we feel con-
fident that the little ones will receive
the proper training and encourage-
ment

As an organized body we are sure
the saints here will be a more import
ant factor in assisting the traveling
brethren to spread the worwork of our
lord the elders are workinggNafaithful-
ly

U
to get the gospel principles before

the people trtrackingacting from door to booi
preaching upon the streets in halls and
wherever the people will listen the
result Is that many whowao are not of usua
are with us in our worship studying
the gospel they are our friends near-
ly convinced of the truth and will no
doubt soon be numbered with the
saints of

occasionally some orthodox miiministerKister
watching with jealous eye the growth
of the kingdom makes an oratorical
stab calculated to mortally wound us
but he invariably finds that the only
effect otof his eloquence is tp advertise
mormonismmormon ism

anyone desiring to communicate
with the elders address 1311 fifth
street san diego

LOUISE EDWARDS
secretary southern conference cali-

fornia

in mississippi
eupora webster co miss

june alth 1898
although webster county has not

been opened long as a missionary field
the servantsservant of god are making great
progress in promulgating the gospel

we have many good friends here
among the generous and hospitable
people of mississippi and many in-
vestigatorsvesti gators and believers in the gospel
we hope in the near future to have a
branch of the church organized in this
countyanty

although we have many friends we
also have the class that try to condemn
and tear down the things taught by us
there Is a noble band of elders here

0

and we hope to bring our conference
up to a high standard

D DUDLEY JONES
HEBER C ATKINeupora webster co

A complete chang
henderson vanvancee co N tC

june 9 1898
elder clarence S carlston writes

from chattanooga tenn as follows
for some time I1 have felt it a duty

to write you a few lines pen must tallfall
in attempting to portray the marvel-
ous changes wrought in this conference
the past two years wherever to my
knowledge the elders have been suc-
cessful in holding a long series of meet-
ings and there have been many for-
the explanation of those principlesples antand
ordinances so essential to salvatisalvatooror
there is a warm feeling of affection
and a longing for their return when
called to labor in other sections the
harvest truly Is great but the laborers
are few

in the past elders on entering some
cities towns etc were not able to
labor so effectively because of the
harsh treatment administered by sonaesome
who perhaps thought themselves justi-
fied in persecuting a sect everywhere
spoken against in this they have been
reminded time after time that the
lord moves in a mysterious way his
wonders to perform to condemn or
reject a principle or code of principles
without an investigation would be fol-
lowing in the footsteps of those who
crucified the messiah

I1 have been in this state over toyears during which time I1 have had
the opportunity of studying human
nature more effectually than ever be-
fore this has been of great benefit to
me

RETURNED missionaries
the news had a pleasant call

thursday afternoon from elder chas
A parrish of centervillecenterCentervillevine davis coun-
ty who returned on the dinst fronfrom
a mission to the southern states elder
parrish left home march 2 1896 and
on arriving at the mission headquar-
ters was assigned to the mississippi
conference where he labored for two
years with much success making
many friends and promulgating the
principles of the gospel he enjoyed
his labors very much and had good
health during his entire ababsenceseno
after being released he visited relatives
in illinois where he gathered gene

data and preached the gospel
returning he surveyedsurvey edthethe omaha ex-
position and found utah and utah peo-
ple very well represented

elder J D hagmanhagman of the twenty
second ward this city called at thenews office and reported haahl
return from a mission to scandinavia
ilehe left home april 11 1896 and labored
in the southern part of sweden the
wholeole of the time the latter portion as
clerk of the malmo conference inwhich there have recently been numer
ous accessions to the church the
conference he says is in a most flour
ashing condition j

elder andrew smith jr of the thirthirdward this city called on the newse
reporting his return from the missionlost ott
field elder smith left aug 11 1189895
and arrived home again june 23
after laboring for upwards of
years in australia and new zezealand J
during the first six months of his bib
sence elder smith labored asaa a traveltrav elxA

ing elder in tasmania then he waa
appointed presideto over the confereeconferconferenceex
which position he ailed for one yeyear
atterafter which he was transferred totio tact i
presidency of the menew south
conference with headquarters attt sj
ney and on sept 27 1896 he rew


