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A COOL PROPOSITION.

Tapr altitude of the Latter-day
Saints on the conflict between the
law of God and the law of 1862 gives
some people very great concern. It
is & question of principles, an issue
of ethics, a clashing of dogmas.
They want to enlarge it into a per-
sonal war and push it to a conflict of

forces in which the weaker must go
10 the wall,  Nothing less than the
might of the sword or the power of
criminal penalties will suit them as
a solution of the difficulty, which
they magnify and distort out of all
due proportions,

The position is Eimplf this: God
has given a law to this Church gov-
erning the marital relation, and un-
der its provisions, men, regulated
by certain restrictions, may marry
more wives than one.. Congress
has passed a statufe declaring the
ceremony governing this plural
family relation a crime, and provid-
ing certain punishments to be in-
flicted on those men who are parties
to it. The Church, under Divine
direction, establishes a religious or-
dinance; Congress, under sectarian
pressure, frames an Act to suppress
or prohibit it.

What course are the members of
the Church to pursue under these
circumstances? lach one must act
‘or himself, He ean obey the law
of God and ignore the law of the
land, or ignore the law of God for
fear of the law of the land. Sup-
posiug he chooses the former course.
Ho must then be ready to suffer
the penalty of the human law should |
he be convicted of breaking it. On
the other hand, if he prefers to vio- |
Iate the dictates of his conscience in
ocder to submit to a human law, he
must stand ready to aceept the con-
sequences as Kternal Justice may
determine. Ifis a question of indi-
vidual consecience and volition and
of strictly personal resulis,

it is claimed that the law of the
land is disregarded, and that it is
frequently broken. Without ad-
miiting or denying this assertion—
for we are not prepared to do either,
of our own knowledge—it B:{{]peamto |
us that there is no n for the
terrible uproar that some persons
are making about it. 1Most
of . thosee who affect fo
so acandglized about it are guilty of

deeds that ean scarcely be named in
nublie, and their pretended horror at

the infraction of a law framed for | 48

the suppression of a religious cere-
mony,is all a sham. If any married
man has the temerity to marry
another wife, the whole business of
asserting the supremacy of the con-
gressional lJaw belongsto the, officers
of the law, The man must be in-
dicted, tried and convicted upon pro-
per evidence before he can Jaw-
fully punished. Let the law take
ils course as in the prosecution of
other offences and there I8 no neces-
sity for wrath and indignation, cheap
piety, canting “resolutions,” news- |
paper nonsense, clerical collections,.
or bombast and tumult.

Bat it is objected, the proofs of
the otfence are difficult to obtain,
and the officers of the law are at a]
jo=s how to enforce the law. What
then? Is it right to step over the
bounds of other laws, to establish
methods that violate the rules of
jurisprudence, to proceed in a law-|
less manner to vindicate one simple
statute? We think not. That isto
establish a vast and positive evil in
orderto cope with a smaller and dis-
puted evil, made so by Act of Con-

ress. |
) These perplexed. individuals, who
are in a state of continual unrest be-
cause they think some of the “Mor-
mons”’ marry more wives, and be-
‘cause those who have plaral fami-
lies do not cast them all off but one;
want to know why these “Mor-|
mons” deo not come out openly and
acknowledge that they have broken
the law and savethe officers the
trouble of procuring the proof. They
point to the martyrs of old who were |
- burned at the stake, broken on the

|
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wheel, or torn to pieces by wild
beasts, and who confessed their faith
before all, and ask us to emulate
their example. We have frequently
heard remarks of this character from

Federal officers and others who
trouble themeelves considerably on
this matter. 2

Now in the first place the Latter-
day Saints are not anxious for mar-
tyrdom. They are not ng as
sufferers for the truth. They are not
aching for distinetion of this sort.
If it becomes necessary for them to

endure affliction of any kind
in the maintenance of . the
cause which they have em-

braced, their past history proves
that they will not shrink from the
ordeal. But they are not such idiots
as to court trouble and plead for
punishment. It is their business to
do what is right in their own eyes
and then Em up with the conse-
quences as best they may. It is the
business of those who are appointed
and paid for the prosecution of the
law,to use due diligence in obtaining
evidence of its infraction and then
in securing its enforcement. If after
attending to this to the best of their
ability they find themselves unable
to procure conviction, Jet them do as
in other cases and make no unrea-
f;nnablﬁ and unnecessary fuss about
t.

Those martyrs who in olden times
laid down their lives for the princi-
ples which they advocated, were not
in the habit, as far as we are aware,
of seeking to be roasted, or hanker-
ing after thumbscrews, or inviting
the application of the rack.
They proclaimed their faith,
as we do, in the face of a
hostile and disputing world. We
have no more hesitation than
they in declaring and expounding
our belief, our dissent from the de-
cision of the Supreme Court, our
firm conviction that the law of 1862
ijs unconstitutional and unjust, and

.that we have not changed our be-

lief in the Jeast as to the divine au-
thority of therevelation and the or-
dinance of marriage based upon i,
against which that lJaw was specially
enacted.But we do not pro to aid
in the enforcement of a lJaw which
we regard simply as persecution
stirred up by sectaries, nor to under-
take the business of officials engag-
ed and paid for that work,

The assurance of these persons is
really refreshing. They constitute
themselves special champions of one
special statute—there is no officer
created by law or commissioned by
the Government solely to enforce
the law of ’62—bat concentrating
their energies on that one point and
failing, they have the cool impu-
dence to ask the people whom they
desire to bring within the toils, o
convict themselves. What for?
Just to gratify our bitterest enemies,
To put our heads in a noose that
they may pull the string. To invite
fines and ceurt imprisonment. To
make fees for attorneys and furnish
money whereby further proceedings
may be waged againstour people and
our cause. To take bread out of the
mouths of our families and feed the
cormorants who seek to prey upon
. When we do this, it will
be because common sense has left
us and we are rushing towards self-

destruection.

It is urged that the spectagle
of a large number of men volun-
tarily submitting to the penalties of
the law, would be an evidence
of sincerity which would be con-
vineing to the world, and would
arouse a feeling of admiration and
respect that would make our ene-
mies magnanimous. We have no
care about the opinion of the world;
we do not live for its approbatien. If
we have not proven our sincerity by
a thousand and one actls of suffering
and self-sacrifice from the days of
Missouri to the present hour, then
nothing that we could perform or
endure would be sufficient. And as
to the magnanimity of our foes, talk
of thie tenderness of tigers, prate of
the soft hearts of wolves, dwell on
the benevolence of the jackal
and the mercy of the hyena. Our
experience has demonstrated that
it is simply infatuation to trust to
any such sentiments on the part of
bitter opponents of the system wul-
garly called “Mormonism.”

Our course i3 clear. We have no
warfare to wage. The conflict is not
ours, We did not make the Jaw on
celestial marriage; we had no voice
in the statute against it. Let those
who want to inaugurate a crusade
engage in the fight at their own

ril. The Lord snd them for it,

t those who fear the humsn law
refrain from ‘obeying the di-
vine law, and let those who choose
to ragarci God rather than man,

take their own risk, And then

| lay their heads on the judicial block

those whose duty it is to enforce
the laws of the land have the right
in a lawful manner to proceed to-
wards the conviction of offen-
ders, But there is no need for any
hue and cry nor special measures to
secure this end, and certainly it
would be worse than folly for the
Latter-day Saints to step forward,

and request to be decapitated. ¢Of-
fenses must needs come, but woe
unto them by whom they come.”

—— - —— ——
OUR CELESTIAL VISITOR.

THE comet now visible in this city
from evening till morning, erron-
eously supposed by some to be two
different bodies, is creating quite a
stir in the public mind. The celes-

tial visitor has come rather unex-
pectedly. It is a sort of estray crea-
ture, unbranded by the star-gazers
and not numbered in astronomical
lists. Its presence at the time of
the long talked of perihelia will be
viewed by many with terror. The

prognostications of dire effects upon |

our globe by the peculiar relative

itions of several planets, the
Shiptonian prediction of the end of
the \orld this year, and the rumors
and anticipations that have agitated
the public mind,will all be strength-
ened by the coming of the comet
and the sight of its shining train in
the sky,

But cometary influence has never
yet been determined to be harmful
to the earth or disturbing to any of
the planets. Speculations have been
indulged in concerning the prob-
able effects of confact with the
nucleus, but they are based
upon no satisfactory data, and the

misty substance of the tail is so ex- |

tremely attenuated that there are
no grounds for alarm in regard to its
influence upon our globe. BStary
may be seen shining as brightly
when the comet’s train comes be-

tween them and the earth asif|thip

nothing was intervening, though its
thickness may be many millions of
miles,

It is sup 1
mers that this comet, although ap-
pearing so unexpectedly, is that
known 8s KEncke’s, discovered in
1818, whose period is but 1,204 days,

and that being slightly diminished, |

bj’ some hﬂtﬂ)ﬁﬂ‘, our

least, will be destroyed off the sur-
face of the earth. * * * With-
out saying that I consider there is|
absolute danger of such an outburst
in the case of our own sun when the
comet of 1843 shall be absorbed by
him (a result which will, in my
opinion, most certainly take place),
1 will go so far as to express my be
lief that if ever the day is to come
““‘when the heavens shall dissolve
with fervent heat,” the cause of the
catastrophe will be the downfall of
some great comet on the sun., * *
[tis certain that if at any time a
great comet, falling divéctly u
the sun, should, by the swift rush of
its meteoric ' domponents, excite the
flame of the sun to a lustre far ex-
ceeding that with which he at pre-
sent shines, the sudden access of
Juster and of heat will prove destrue-
tive to ev living creature, or at
any rale to all the higher forms of
life upon this earth. And though in
a few days the sun might resume
his ordinary luster, and no longer
glow with abnormal h e would
r his rays on a family of worlds
n which net one of
form either of vegetable or animal
life would remain in existence. * *
Such, indeed, was the nature of the
change which aflected theso-called
‘new star’ in the Northern Crown
in 1868, For a day or two it shone|
out with several hundred times its
usual lustre, and doubtless it poured
forth during those days several hun-
dred times Iits usual heat. Then

| of hostile bands, whether ;
| war by the encroachments of jyy,

the higher |

/}

the savages without an
the Executive away in
who knows as much
condition as he does of
tion of the t comet
quirements of the man in

There should be, in all
settlements at least, an
litl:Lu rovided for in the S
of the Territory and au
the Constitution and laws of &
United States. Self-y
mands and the
would dare to prevent it
ﬂnl]il him;::lf tgn the retired
well as e catalogue of
guished fools, The safety
families exposed to the
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less whites or other cries aly
for thl: nrganizatiom ab -
men companies | "
armed and equippeﬁm agmdi’ ready
any emergency, and in our eyes
old proclamations, icsued by a g
mmmte M&E:mm;,i and an infls
mporary ecutiv |
light of these im . w
tions, the veriest trumpery andiy
derdash, unworthy' of a |
serious consideration. The livesgy

property of the - must be;
tected, let him w%?p]edm ld
stand in the way. :

THAT WILL SEp
THE WORLD.
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dually its fires cooled, its lustre
immished, and after a few weeks
had it shone as it had shone
before for hun of years, with
the lustre of a ninth magnituda star
only.”

‘MAN proposes but God
Last night the arrangements
perfected for the grand ce '
of the 105th anniversary of natiay

But the Latter-day Saints should independence in Liberty Park. 1

be able to view with
minity the “signs
and on earth,” the deductions of
science, or the forebodings and mar-
vels of the superstitious. The time
has not come for the great catas-
tropbies ‘‘of the end.” There are
gs to be done which must pre-
cede the grand consummation. It
is the mission of this people to aid
in effecting them. We must do
part, the Lord will perform
His. And while troubleand distress
and fear and terror overspread the
earth, we may “‘stand in holy places
and not be moved.”

perfect equani-

has led to the hypothesis that the
space within our solar system is oe-

capied by a resisting medium ntj

. '"The preserce of the

great rari
t by

comet at this junetureis thou
those who believe it to be Fncke’s,
lo be occaszioned by the influence of
the planets in perihelia. -

It i considered, however, by
some scientific _observers that com-
ets have a mefeurological effect.
Prof.Mansill, whose theory of plane-

tary meteorology  has been

referred to in ‘this paper, states|

that the 'presence of comets
under certain planetary conditions is
favorable to crops, especially *about
the times when they their per-
ihelia and perigees. They raise the
atmospheric temperature of our globe
“‘while they are 1n the rapid actions

of changing their elements and meo- }

tions,” Coggie’s comet it is said had
this effeet in 1874, and Brorsen’s the
same in 1879, It is certain that the
atmospheric temperature is raised
just now, and the effects here on
vegetation are very favgrable, where
sufficient moisture can be supplied
by irrigation.

The probable resulus of the gravi-
tation of a ecomet into the sun have
been talked of, and neither the
movement nor the alleged effect—a
vast accession of solar heat—appears
to us irrational, The Secriptures
speak of the lime when the heat of
the sun shall be “as the heat of
seven days,” when men shall “blas-
pheme Dbecause of the heat and
of the pain,” and it is aleo declared
that “‘the earth and the works there-
in shall be burned up,”  Professor
Proctor when king of the eomet
which was visible in Australia in
1830; said: '

“Views respecting if, not by fan-
ciful theorizers, but by mathemati-
cians of eminence by no. means

rone to gdo tthwild ainél_ﬁu.ta.rtling

suggest lhe Pﬂ 1Ly, Da

even some degree of probability thg}
this comet may bring danger to the
solar system. Ljke the comet of
1840, it passed within about 190,.
000 miles from the solar surface, and
on a path similar to that pursued by
the comet of 1843, while in the neigh-
borhood of the sun. The comet
of 1830, is " in fact, = identical
with that of 1843, but its _
is diminishing rapidly, so that at an
earl]y dafe it may fall into the sun,

THE INDIAN FIGHT IN
CASTLE VALLEY.

By letter which apppears in this is-
sue of the NEws, it seems that the
[ndian troubles reported by tele-
graph as oceurring in Castle Valley,
proved fatal to some of our people
in the new settlements of that re-
gion, which was lately organized as
Emery County. "It is hot long since
a bloody Indian war was imminent
from the conduct of some cattle men
in that vieinity. They were not
“Mormons” and there were no

“Mormon” settlements then in
Castle Valley. Those stock men
killed some Navajoes without prov-
ocation, and it was through -the ser-
vices of Jacob Hamblin, the well
known “Meérmon®”’ mmeTotm, that
the uprising was averted.

This new difficulty started with
Colorado cattlemen and the Indians,

|

and our ““boys* who lost their lives
in the conflict, fell while assisting

in the heavens | nently satisfactory, and it' wasm |

| engaged in

sub-committees’ reports were e

posed that nothing would bar|
way to one of the Jlargest and
glorious celebrations of the kind ey
enjoyed in this Territory, K
morning came and brought the s

ling and lamentable of
attempted assassination of Presi
Garfleld. With the news camel
conviction that the rejoicings ¢

Chief Magit trate Jay at. the

agistra at the

death, and whether he
or in the Providence of God
pass from this mortal |
would ill become the

of dissolution. _

The Chairman of the
Committee, Hon. Geo. Q. Can
by special summoned the
]::::} who t;at. :i:. I;_raaidmt
or’s office, when the following
adopted and ordered to be p
once in circulation: -

““At a special meeting of m
bers of the General
the celebration of Inde Jencel
called after the ption®of the
news of the wounding of Gen
Garfleld, President of the Ui
States, it was decided that
view of the in which the it
the Nation’s Chief XExécutin
placed by the act of an assassin!
grﬂ celebration of Inde

ence Day by the Citizens of
Lake City, at Liberty Park
abandoned, and that public notis
this effect be given to citizens
committees en in

tions for the celebration o

and for the proposed a

the Coloradans against the red skins.
This ought to silence the absurd
slanders about the ‘“Mormons” en-
couraging the -Indians to commit
de ntiop:;ﬂ. Iti:sto] }h?w of
all our people, especially in thefron-
tier settlements,to keep the red men
at peace. It is part of our polioy, and a
feature of our religion to deal justly
with thenatives, and at the same
time (o teach them industry and
the evils of idleness, bloodshed,
stealing and every kind of wice.
¢“Mormon” influence with the

|

ments and g qr:i
ranged ﬂ thEﬂn ul‘:J i
On bqhalrpt the General Co

tee.”

GEORGE Q. |

131

sent endorsed the movement o!
General Comymittee,and feelingé
ly moved by the sad event of
hour arose and made the
remarks:

President John Taylor
I'Blll.tion to th'ﬂt-.rtl g I

= 'FJ:..

Indians has always been sal
utary, and when occasion de
manded, the lessons ~we have
tau&tstn them of “Mormon® power
to tise as well as ins has
had its due weight with theeavages.
There is one thing that ought to
SRy tn Eeapry Otntys: & malk
v in Emery Co v
cious ' ‘'and ridiculous_ proclamsation
from a Utah Governor prohibits
the mustering of any militla, the
bearing of arms or the customary
local drills in any part of this Ter-
ritory., This has the outskirts
of Utah unprotected. Even the as-
sistance which our Castle Valley
people rendered the Colorado bays
wasunlawful, if that proclamation

with this alarming immediate result.
—that all the higher forms of life, at

is valid. They had no right t6 mus-
ter and defend themselves against

|
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| vate animosity

we have heard concerning

tempted sination of Pre
GnSald, wgathdr it arises fros
O Dersor 2
otmcnga“ *‘
m a cal ¢ it s @
‘t’g)oee thp;' thntuzl‘r"
lament. President’
i M@a at t-hnﬂ::nnd (8f
we form an tLte:ril _.i';
thing that tends to disturb
Eremlg:ﬁtor." anhh 1
En Hni‘m ieg
he public mind, to sta:
ter feelings of humanity,
e s e
| he
étﬂehntidminhh&"
affairs, Were it a privaie &
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