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A MORAL LESSON FROM A QUES-
TIONABLE SOURCE.

OxN Tuesday, October 21, the lead-
ing anti *“Mormon* newspaper, of
which C. (. Goadwin, the ¢Lib-
eral’’ candidate for delegate to
Congress, is the editorial head, has
an article devoted to an attack upon
Mr. C. P. Huntington, of Ban Fran-
cisco. Embodied in it is a corre-
spondence, the writer of which
quotes from an inferview between
the Californla millionaire and a
representative of the Standard. Fol-
Jlowing is the quotation in question:

“When asked what were his viewa
about the manifesto issued by Presi-
dent Woodruff some time ago, Presi-
deut Buntington said :

“ ] have read the manifesto, and of
course have heard the matter dis-
cussed very freely in the East,and my
own and the general opinion is that
the move was a good one. The Lat-
ter-day Saints, or Mormons as they
are €alled,'always did have my heart-
iest and mostsincere respect and sym-
pathy. TIalways did think that they
were the most industrious and one of
the best people on the earth. When I
think of the good they have done in
building up the Western country
and bringing over the poorer classes
of people from Hurope and other
countries, not bad people, mind you,
but simply poor, where they could
materially improve their positions in
life, the idea occurs to me that this
government has made a serious mls-
take in the way it has dealt with this
people. But don't think that I sane-
tion polygamy; on the contrary, I
think it a relic of barbarism; but then
I believe that is the business of the
Mormons and no one else. Talking
of the matter brings to my mind a
little ingident whieh always makes me
amile when I think of it.

** “While the Contral Pacitic was be-
ing built, and before the connection
was made at Ogden, 1 was out here in
this countiry and had occasion to visit
Salt Lake City,and of course must
see the great Brigham. During our
stay one of my companions asked
him how many wives he had. The
answer Brigham gave him made us
all lau‘fh. and I have alwayse had a
great deal of respect for him since.’

‘T have enough,’ said he, ‘to keep
me from interfering with other men’s
wives and daughters.” -

*Thisg answer, while not the first

time he had made it, was new to us.”

The correspondent, who scribbles
over the nom de plume of “*Obsger-
ver,? asserts that Mr. Huntington
is an f‘ass.** This epithet is not
original, and can hardly be pre-
sumed to issue from a high-toned or
intellectual source; neither is it a
very forcible nargument against the
consistent and truthful opinion en-
tertained of the “Mormons?®’ by the
gentleman to whom it is applied.
As a conseguence, and seeing that
it comes froto a speak who makes
personal attacks over a fetitious
name, it cauges its user to assume
an aspect of unadulterated imbe-
cility.

Passing from the unargumentative
attack of “Observer,?® who is cure-
ful, like the usual run of character
agsassing, to screen himself from ob-
gervation, it is in order to say some-
thing about the editorinl comments
on the same subject. The editor of
the paper referred to introduces a
mixture which is a curiosity, being
a comibination of alleged moral
ethica and brutal abuse. The article
is Jengthy, but a pertiou of the clos-
ing paragraph will give a fair idea
of its quality, and it is, therefore

here inserted: .
“We are glad of it, becanse it
[the interview] shows that deep

down €. P. Huntington must have
been base-born an basely bred,
and that he has no idea of morals
except that class of morals which
keeps & business engagement. The
itiful thing about it is that he puts
imselfl on record as a man who has
no more respect for women than
Brigham Young himself had. * + *
There is one lovely feature about the
character of . P. Huntington. When
he comes to die there will be a vast
fortune to be distributed, and in the
distribution there will not be one
tear of regret that the man who
amassed the fortune was called upon
in l‘;]ile regular ¢ourse of nature to
die.

This attack on Mr. Huntington’s
morality is ostensibly made on the
basis of the gentleman having ap-

preciated remark said to have

been made by President Young,
whichonly, in a pleasant way, ia-
timated to his questioners that his
domestic concerns were his own
business. The real cause of the
fury of the I'ribune, however, is that
the distinguished gentleman said a
good word for the *Mornions.?® The
cloge of the quotation is indicative
of vindictiveness that izappalling,
reaching close to the point of de-
sirlng Mr. Huntington’s death.
Gall and spite could seareely go fur-
ther.

The richest phase of the article,
however, lies in the absurdity of the
editor of the paper in questivn at-
tacking the gentleman on whom he
opened his batteries or anybody else,
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on the ground of morality, seeing
that his own plane in that respect
could pot weill be lower than he
himself has acnounced it as being.
As evidence of this we have but to
quote from an editorialt under the
caption of “*What Utah Wants,
which appreared in that paper some
time ago.
We quote from it:

“"Apropos of the new and petty war re-
cently started by the munfeipal governmem
on the women of the L.wa, the hquor deal.
org and the gambling (raternlty. one of the
‘enemy’ said to us Lhe other day: ‘It may
be a hard thing to say, aud perhaps  harder
8till to maintatn, but I behieve that Wlliard
halls, saloons and houses of ill fame are
more powerful reforming sgencies here in
Utah than churches and schools, of éven
thah the Tribune. Whnt the young Mor-
mons want s tobe f ce. B0 lorg as they
are alnves. it matters not much to what or
to whom, Lhoy are and they ean be nothiv g,
Your churchea are as onalaving as thg
MormonChurch.Yourparty 18 a8 bigoted and
mtolerant aa theMormon party. Ak all cvents
I rejoice when I aee ihe young Mormon
hoodlums playing bill jards, getting drunk,
ranning wilth bad women—anything 1q
break the shacgkles they were born in, and
that every so-called religious or virtnous
inflnence only makes the atronger. Some
of them will go qulte to the had, of conrae,
but it is better so, for they are made of
poor stuff,and since there ia no goodreason
why they werc begun for let them 8100 he
done for, and lho sooner the better. Mog{
of them, however, will 800D weary of vice
and dissipation, and be all the stronger fop
the knowledge of it and of 1ts vanity. aq
the very l8ust they will be free, and it is of
auch vital consequence that & man eshonld
be free, that in tmy opinion his freedom s
cheaply won at thy cost of some famillarity
withlow life. And while it i not desiiable
in dtaclf, it ia to mo tolernble, becanae ¢
gppears t0 offer the ¢nly induc. mentélrong
enough to entice men out of slavery inio
frecdom.” "

The foregoing, which was em-
bodied in an editorial artiele pur-
ported to be the remarks of =&
“Liberal” to the editur of
Tridbune, and the ecomments of the
latter upon this horrible theory of
graduation, approved of it, as will
be seen by the following quotation:

“ . cedom is e diat requisite of manhood,
ond if it can be won without ex esscs 46 mnch
the better. 1f il can't, necer winit the excesses,
win the freedom. 1L 12 DOt you Wao ore
responsible, when it comes lo that; it is
thoge that have enslaved you."

The situation assailed by this spe-
cies of journalism is simply this:
The teachings and reguirements of
the Church are necessarily strict in
relation to the moral conduct of its
members. Those who are guilty of
breaches of morality cannot retain
their eonnection with the organiza-
tion. Hence the unparalleled and
depraved curriculum for the gradua-
tion, through a process of vice, of
the young men of the ‘“Mormon®?
Church endorsed and approved by
the paper of which Mr. Goodwin ia
the head. And this emerging
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