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THE ACQUITTAL OF THE
i MURDERER.

Tux shaweful |proceedings in the
sham trisl of Wm. Thompson, who
killed Edward M. Dalion at Parowan
Wlthout provocation and witkont ex-
Guse, calue to the expected conclusion
on Saturday at Beaver. yThompson
Was ucquitied sod red-banded murder
goes unpunished.

It was not believed by the,pablic that
there was any inteption to Lring the
slayer of E. M.Dalton to justice. Every
step in the prewnded  prosecution
peve evidence to the cootrary. When
his case was banded over to the grand
yury whom the defendunt had selgcted,
Hxl,:ne glajorlty of whom went oat to
tuke i from he oflicers who bod ar-,
Fésted him, It wasundersiood that tbe
purpose was to let the assussin o free.

The indictment for simple meoslaugh-
ter when the testimpony proved deliber-
ute nod walicious  iptent to kil,

indicated thut e  procecd-
isgs were¢ 0 be a4 mere pre-
tence, And woen the ciar-

acler pf the Jury was learned, and i
wuts Wold thuat vue of the very wrand
jury tuat teand ithe shameful indict-
mwent and “weut out to rescay - the
prisoner rrowm the regntar tifclals, was
ucuuuu;__put.?u the 1ur[y wabk was to
tfy" b, public predicions as to tue
ontegnie Trwere  expressed  without
dubisty. i
it'oe alleged: prosvcntlon wus con-
ducied by IHatngt Attorney Dickson's
chief ussistant—C. 8, Varlun, the [J. §.
odi¢ial  whe, In open court, ,re-
‘fusedsm #t0o. procecd. axalust the
filthy ‘and 'debauckbd persops who
bad buen cangl oy the Lolles iu acts
of the mostflugrant dud crimioul in-
decencydn vie resoges 1o ghis cigy.
Notwithstanding” the alirect ‘uud un-
mistakable evidence against the ac-
- cused, which was sijoliar to the testi-
mony hefgre ~ihe-corgour’s jury gnd
contuined in the allidavits poolisaed o
this paper, - Mr, Varjau ok tne side
of the defendauty and, practically, the
pleas of- the prusecution und the de-
lenss , were in  the sapie | direc-
tion and with the same ob-
ject—the acqoitial.of the prisener’
The murdered man was a *Mormol,”
dua ugsassin a <*Qentile.’” ~Nebd “any
« M ore-be suid? . Yes, thers s, 4nother
iture in® this teagedy thal! npeeds
pointiig out.” The murderér was s
deputy Marshal und his victim was
charged with infraction of the third
" lséctioh vfthe hdminds law. The im-
preseion sought.1e be conveyed {s that’
4 deputy has the right to shept and
< &1l & **Mormon,’’ whom he supposes
or pietends to supPose 15 attemptiog
tu avolgior escape’ from sarrest. The
clatai-is false, and i3 in direct confilct
o wiwn 1ow and précedent!

‘I'né oply ground on which thd attor-
nty who spoulg ndveTrosécuted pro-
ceeded 1o defend the accused, deputy,
wwas Lhut he tired tog fatal shot v hen
attempling Lo drrest & person charged
wlith felony. Let us exarmjoe this 4 fit-
tic wull s8¢ how antenadble it is: The
law'pcovides that homicide is justifia-
ble when necessarlly committed by an
ofticer f[u, reteking felons who have
escaped, or when necessarily commit-
ted in arrepting persons charzed with
telogy and who are fleeing from
ustice or reslutinég such  arrest.
We will not stop to discuss the ques-
tion whether Mr. Dalton was fleeing
from fustice or resisting drrest, though
theevidence was clearly fo’the con-
trui'y. ngr whether the shooting of the
person to be arrested was ‘'rocessanly
committed,”’ though the entire test-
moany shpwed it was not. We wlll
take up the word ‘‘felony’ on whicn
the argument mainly turns.

That Mr. Dalton wisnot a felon need

. poj be debated; he ha«d pot been con-
vidted of any crime’and was not theres

. tore, in fact or in the eyes of the Jaw,
' gither a felon or a misdemeanant.

Buat s the offence with which
it s aileged he was  charged
a felopy. Mr. Varianigays it is, we

gay it is not. Let the lawdecide. The
third section of the Edmunds law, for
alteged violatlon of which'Me} ‘Dalton
wus to bearrested, provides:

4That if any male personin .a Terrl-
tory or otber place over which the|

* United States bave exclustve jurisdic-

tion, hereafter cohabits %ith more
than one woman, e shall be deemed
guilty of a misdewssanor, and ‘o con-
viction thereof shall be puuished by a
fine-of more than three hundred dol-
dars,- on by Implisonment for not
more than six moughs, or by both suid
punishments, in the discretion of the |
conrt.” .

i r, Varian is ap ofilcer-of the United

Es‘?ﬁsin the statute of the United

coiurelng,
felony. The Edmunds law says nnlaw-
ful cohabitation is & misdemesnor. It
wutiers not what Mr. Varian may say,
whether'in pleading for a defeadant

| whom he wis swort Lo prosecole oF

for any other purpose. The United
States statute |s sbove eitber Mr.

Varian  or Mr. Dickeon his
prigcipal. It also Bupersedes
apy  delinftlon  that may be

woven from tbe fabric of a territorial
statute. The law toat creates the
crime deflnes it us 0 misdemeaver and
that wirtuanliy seities the controversy.
If Mr. Varian is right the Edmuuds
law i3 wrong and vice versq.

hBén the penil code of Utah provides
tha

‘*A felony is a crime which I8 or may
be punishable with death or by tn-
prisonment in the peuitentiary. ;:very
other crime is & misdemeanor.”

Now note the pettifozging to shield
icriminal !
lawful cobaopitation are confined in
the  penitentiury, therefore, ar-
gues the public prosecutor, pleading
1or the defense, that which the law
says s & misdemesnor may, for the
purpose of this case, be deemed u
felony! A uyjisdemeanor, nnder the

punishable by imprisonment for six
monins und & fioe of three bundred
doiiars. fn exceptional cises, where
special- penalties are affixed, the im-
prisonment, for misdemeanor ipaw
reach one year's imprisonment. But
under the territoriul laws, persons
guiity of the ¢fenses that come noder
the head of misdemesnor are to be im-
prisoned in the county jail, and only to
Oe put in the penltentizry for the higher
grades called felony. .

Lbut the offense of unlawil cohabi-
talion is one crested and punished by
4 law Bf the United States, and is
thereiv, a5 we bave shown, desiguated
by nu:0e 48 2 misdemesnor, uud there-
fore dot a felony, nlthouzh offsndurs
under itare %la.ced in the penitentiary
because the U. S. Marshal bas no other
place of confinement nuder his con-
urol.  The county jail, under the Ter-
ritorial laws, is the place of lmprison-
meut for alf whose offense 13 punisha-
ble by tbe penalty preseribed
for uniawful coiabitution. Therefore,
oeither under the laws of tbe Terri-
tory nor pf the United States nor of
auy country on €arth, is the offence for
which E. M. Dalton was to bi: urrested
anything more or less thun a misde-
meanor.

The gpecious snbterfuge, then, ou
which Thompson's felonious act was
claimed to be justifiuble, disuppears in
the light of the law, and aothing re-
mains bat & transpurent endewvor to
save u bloodstained crimiuul from the
legal cousequences of his cowardiy
ueed. That such an effort wus

made by the yprosecuting officer
procluims  the farclcal charucter

of the proceedings, and wonld remove
any cause for wouderiia shadow of it
remajaned at the verdict of acquittzl by
& jury *‘in sympatly with the prosecu-
tion.” k
Thompson has been acquitted by one
tribunal, but there is anotaer which
ronounces a different judgment, Be-
ore the bar of the publc ne stauds
convicted on a flood of direct gvidence
of the crime of wiifui, deliberute and
cowardly murder. The blood of iuno-
cence 8tzins his sonl. No sophistry or

oflicial and judicial whitewash that
muy be applied. The sound of that
murderous bullet will ring in bis eurs,
and the diy'
bot pass ffom his vision through life,
The brand ¢f Casin is apon his brow,
and it is recorded on high, ““He has
shed innocenyblood.””

Tbere ia still another tribunal before

which Wlilltam ‘Chompsoun Wil yet
siend arciigned. “Che Eternal Judge
will be there to do unflinching justice.
‘The victim will be present to coafront
the slayer. No specious plea of lepal
apologizer wili aveil.” The bare and
awiul truth will strike conviction and
the murderer’s coom Wil awalt
the guilty. Aad when the assassin set
free ol earth is viewed with horror by
the just, spatterings of the blood with
which le js dved will be fonnd upou
theskirts of those whose duty it was
to bring bitn to his right deserts bui
who pariook of his crime by pullinting
the deed.
Thompson should not be molestad.
Vengeance will come in its time from
the tland that will surely repay. But
henceforth in the eyes of ail fair-
oinded men wherever bis course is
kgown, he will bear upon his brow the
bilstering mark of the crouching and
cold-btooded mnrderer!

B e _
ANOTHER ATROCIOUS:
SLANDIGI.

At the trial of Thompson there seemed
to be greatunesginess ovet the affida-
vits obtained from tbe witnesses to the
mutrder of Dalton &od published in the

ever, wid in accord with those sagida-
vits. Bnta most despicable attempt
was |mede to cast dlscredit upon that
damnjngevidesce against Thompson,
by questioning Brigham Brown as to
an atleged statement to Mr. George C.

Lambertof the Deserer NEwa. Young
Brown was led by gartfally pur
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States which hie i3 chiefly” gozaged in{the sahooting. The Sait Lake Tribune
A misdemeangr {8 pot a|quoles these questions and repliea,

Persons convicted of un-

laws of the Teiritory, is an offense:

pettifozging  will tuke it away
and no yiog verdict will blot
it  out. it will show up
red aud’ gory through sil the.

¢ looks of his victim wui.

DesereT NEWS, The testimony, how- | ticiaus
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awod both jocally und editorinllg Y-
wates that the statement published In
these columis as having beew made by
Brighaw Brown was manufuctured by
Mr. Lumpert, snd in fts usual vile and
{nfamous manper makes comments on
this 1lleged falsebood.

No one who familiur
with the donble-dyed villuiny of
the Tribune will be sarprised to Tearn
that peither Mr. Lumbert nor the DEs-
2T News bas clalmed or asserted
tbut Brighamm Brown made any state-
mept to either., No such assertion can
he found ip our columns. It has been
manufuctured by the Tridune and the
creature who put the questious to
Brigham Brown at the trial in such a
manoer as to cast a reflection upon the
DESERET NEWS.

Tie testimony of Brigham DBrown,
published in these columuos, was that
given ou oath before the coroner’s
jury, and it was so stated when pub-
lished, the date of the statement be-
fore the coroner being also given,viz.,
December 16th, " 188(—the day of the
murder, while the -statements to Mr.
Lambert were not made uutll Decem-
ber 25th. OQf counrse, Brigzham Brown
answered that he made no such

is

statement o to Mr.  Lamberi. but
be was not asked whether be
had 1made the statement to the

coroner; "becunse the object was to
damave the DrsERET News instead of
elciting the fucts,

We need not copy the epijthets of the
mendacious Tribune and turn them
upon its own head, tkte }:ublic voice
willdo that when the full light of this
new and shumeful falsehood falls upon
the public mind.

| THE *WORLD'" AND THE AD-
MINISTRATION.

“WE guarantee,’ suys the New York
World, of Jauuary 1st, *'that our uver-
age circulntion Is twice us large ay that
of any other morning vaper in Ameri-
ca,’” faud it invites imspection of its
books und pruss room in proof of its
statemcnt. This indicates an almost
phenpmenal Buccess on the part of that
paper, when it is considered that less
than three years ago, it was o third-
ciuas institation, little better -than a

financial and political wreck, ag-
parently drifting belplessly upon the
ocean vf journalism.

Alter wishing President Cleveland a
happy New Yeur it bos this to say con-
cern:ng bis adminiatration;

SUHis term s gow.nearl: L2l eroe.
Dorisy the time pust be has disap
poiuied balf of the Republican party
by muking bis Admivistrathon maoch
batter und safer thun they in
their prejudice * tihonght it possible
fora Democratto do, and has disap-
pointed half ot his own party by muk-
lox bls Administration iess Dewogcrat-
icand reformatory thar they desired
und expected it to be,

Qur New Year's wish to the Presi-
dent s that he may devote the sucond
hulf of his adminisirution to pleasing
the Iemucrets more and the Mug-
wumps less. Let bim *‘topn the ras-
cals ont" und keep the rascals out—
remove all unfit mep and appoint none
except those shatare fit. Let blm open
wider the books and turn more light
on Lhe records of Republicax ring ruie.
Let him throw the weight of his Ad-
ministration more decidedly in
favor of 4 reduction of the
ncedless war taxes, Let bim re-
sisL resolutely the corporations that
seek to pervert the Government to
thelr selfish uses, and grapple with the
money power whose steady encroach-
nients threaten the rights of the peo-
ple. Let ulm, in & word, be more vig-
orously and aggresshvely democratic,
and seek to glve effect to Lhe reforms
\;'mcn the people sought in his elec-
tion.

So shall the New year be o more
helpful one for the conntry and o hap-
pier ons for himself. Apd mabap,
whegq its record is closed and 2 newer
year crowds it from the throne, the
vigion of a second term muy material-
iz¢ more solidly tban it does to-day.'

™

DATE OF THE SAVIOR'S
BIRTH.

Haxs JORGENSON, of Pleasant Grove,
{Jtah, writes thus:

““In the article, “What Is Christmas?®
published in the Semi-Weekly News
gI Dec. 28th, 1888, itfis claimed that the

irtb of Christ occurred on the 6th
of April. In Skaniénam'ens Stjerne,
vol. 16, page 152, translated. from the
Millennial Star, vol. xxvm,’ page 808,
it is set us tbe 11th of April.”

After a thorough search, through all
the chronologica! data retating to the
subject cxtant tbat he conld flod, the
late Ylder and Professor Orson Pratt,
on€ bt t.h.e most profound mathema-
of tbe age, was enabled to
place the birth of the Savior
ut the 11th of April. This was the re-
snlt of a scjentitic calcnlation. He gave
it as his oplmon, however, that, to use
a2 homely phrase, a stitch had been
dropped scmewhbere in the chronologi-
cal zeam; otherwise the result of the
inyestization would huve shown the
fate to be the 6th of April, the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints l

Yet he demtes the ' defluition | ¢testions to deny that he bad made any | having been organized on the anniver- | tatiol and nvective was hurled agalnst

stutement to Mr, Lambert concerningsary of the great event.

Elder Praty, in 187%, while in Great
Britein, made a tborouegh investiga-
ton of wbat bas been cliimed
hy Proi. Piazza Smyth, Astronomer
Royal of Scotland, wud mapoy other emj-
nent scientists, to be thesacred chrono-
logical symboliem of the yrest Egyg-
tian Pyramid. In bis rugearches he
found In the Pyramid mneasurement
what he implicitly believed to be a
rophetic signification of ihié birth of

hrist. It is noted on what his been
desigoated the ‘*Miracle in Stope,” at

april Gth. In the same counec-
tion he found an indication
of a notable event 10

occur on the 6th of April, 1830. Tbis
latter he took to be the organlzation
of the Chnrch on that dave.

The foregoing, however, can only be
taken a8 coipcidertsl matter. The rev-
elations to the Church are not silent
on the subiect.. It i8 made elear by the
follow.ing Introduction to 8 revelation
on Church government, given in Aprii,
1830, (Book of Doctrine add Cove-
nanis, page 121}: ““The rise of the
Church of Christ in these last days,be~
ing one thousand, eight hundred and
thirty yexrssince thecompingoiourLord
and Savior Jesus Christ in the flesb, it
being regularly organized and estab-
lished azreeable to the laws of our
coubtry, by the will and command-
ments vt God, in the fourth month,and
on the sixth day of the months which is
called Aypril; which commandments
were given to Joseph Smith, Jun.,who
was called of God, and ordajped an
Apostle of Jesus Chrlst, to be the fyst
Elder of this Cburch.””

The Savior's carger in mortality
tasted precisely thirty-thres years.
Inthe ”?iaudbook of Refervnce,” pab-
lislied by the Juvenile fustructor office,
the following statemeut occurs upnder
the head of **Chronclogy of Church
tory:" *April 6th (1883) **Just eighteen
bhendred years since the Savior Juid
down his life for the redemption of
man. On this day, 2bout eighty oflicial
zud gome uuofliclal merobers of the
Onurch et at the ferry on Big Bloe
fliver, neur the western botudary of
Juckson County, and for the first tiine

e

LEGAL DLACKGUARDISM.

Tae Utah courls?uzm very fearful lest
some atorney shall be admitted to the
‘bar whose faith on certain religious
questions is pot orthodox, A consci-
entjous Romats Cuthoilc would not be
able to pass muster under the close in-
quisitlon recently inaugarated in the

celebrated the birthday of the Church.”

of which be is a member. The desired

cffect was produced and the accused

was convicted.

On a dispassionate examination of

the cas¢, only one rational con-

ciuslon cun be arrived at 8s to

the czuse of the remarkable verdict.

It appesrs to huve been bothing

else than tbe ussaults made by tbe

counasel for Lhe prosecutiop, which so

worked upon the feelings of thejury
that they declded ggainst the assalled
and abused defendant. ‘[be direct and
unimpeached testimony for the de-

fense, which cleared the accnsed of 1he
charge against him, went for naught.
He was plctured as a depraved wrelch
onfy it for the law’s vengeance, and
that no doubt influenced the jury,
coupled witn the shumeinl onslaupght
gpon his religion to which all thejury-
were bitterly vpposed. If ajury sbould
not be influenced by auch consideru-
tions, .neither should a public prose-
cutor resort to snch methods,

The furicus and villiinous remarks
of the Assistant Prosecutor whose tirst
name 1s Iidenticul with that of the
city where the trial was held, I3
not to he wondered at, coming from
the source of go meany legal blunders
that have rendered several efforts of
the grand jury ubortive, zod ap infidel
mind, iveble in law but charged with
the brutality of ignorant Intolerance.
But something more decent was to be
expected from the District Attorney,
representing the executive authority
of the United States, und supposed (o
buve sOmething of the character and
deportment of 1  genpleman. The
langnage reported as coming from
Jos  hips  was wore fitted for a
Koarnyite sand-lot herangue than for
4 ples in a court of justice. It was not
argument, it was abuse, It was not
logic but libel. It was not reasoning
but ripaldry. Itwas disgraceful in the
extreme, angd there was notbing to jus-
tify it. Suco upithets and scurrility
out of court wonld expose the peigon
uttering them to persopal chastise-
ment, or !prosecum‘on tor provoklog a
breach of the peace, It was beneath
the digoity of any respectuble person,
10 say nothing o1 [what should be ex-
pected of a gentieman. Thyre 18 uo
excuse lor it worally, there 18 no right
initlegally. Lt was simnply an outrage
in every sense of the term,

There are courts in the world where
such lapguage would be J)tomptly re~
buked by tbe Judge, and where the
cffending atlorney wonld be adjudged
guilly ot coniempt if-the offense was
repeated. Buot in the United States,
rarncularly in the "Wild West,”* un-
imited license Beems to be accorded
to proseeuting officers, and they arr

Suprewne Court. But it {s quite Jikely
that the critine) M0Guiy o 1bc Ocliels
of an applicant for Jegal Lonprs who is
sugpected of being a **Mormon,”would
not be propovnnded to one known to be
a Catnolic. The rigorons examination
on Monday was, without doubt, in-
tended for a special purpose and that

special vccasion.

It 1s quite proper that no one should
be admitted to the bar of either the
Supreme or Digtrict Court who is not
fully qualitted for the position. Toe
legal acquirements of the applicant
sbould recelve o thorough test. It
ought to be no shum examinuation. And
a wember of the barshould also be o
persen of good moral character. ftis
just &8s essential that he should not be s
violstor of the {nws of morality und
decency, as that be  should
be right 48 to his mwurital relations. In-
deed 2 man to be considered 1t to

ractice in tke ligher coarts of the
}E‘crrir.ory onyht to bea gentleman as
well ag a lawyer.

This gives rise Lo a query coLcerning
the deporiment of members of the bar
when conductingI cases before the
courts of Utuh. Involved in itare the
rights of wilnesses and defendants,sad
Lhe digrity of the presiding Judges. No
attormsy has the rlght to take sdvau-
tage of his' position to ventdis per-
sonal spleen aguinst an Jodividual
or & creed. IL is the cdaty of the
presding officer in a conrt, to protect
vershus indlvidually assailed from the
atiatks of vituperative sud vicious
gpedal pleadera. 'l'o encourige con-
ducfof the kind here mentioned is to
brinz courts 1nto popular and deserved
cumempt.

It iliustration of our meanlng, we
dirict attention to the case of Wm. E.
Basett, recently tried in the First
Diitrict Court on a gharge of polygamy.
Asgour readers have perceived from
thi ample report of ,the trial
whch uppeared in  our columnos,
thwre was absolutely no detinite
cvdence agalnst the accused. An
albged .admisslon to his wife who
wis afterwards divorced from him,
an! which wnaa completely contro-
vated by the direct evigence of sev-
enl witnegses, proving the matter of
tle allezed confession to be false,
wis the only testimony introduced by
th; prosecution.

is a4 question for falr inquiry and
jmit determination, the charge was an

| The

abolute failure, There was nothing
swstantial adduced for it 10 rest upon.
uncorroborated assertion of 4
jadbus woman, who admisted that she
hac threatened the defendunt, was all
tha’ conld be presented Mmfpport. of
the charge. The weakness of the
case snggested what followed.
It was 8 most shamefn], scur-
rilogs apd persconal attack uwpon
the Lelpless defendsnt, whose mwouth
wus mnzzled by the rules of the court.
This was dobe to grejudtce the jury
against him. And this was not consid-
ered enpugh. A tirade of misvepresen-

the cefeadant’s tr}nh and the Church

permitted to browbeni witnesses, ¥
Ask importisout porsvani questior
an Lo Jgunch upon e
defenceless  head the -
fortunaie accused torr 08
of nbuse as would be deemeg U0~
pardonable outside of the sheler of
the court. Tbe practice s wrodk, B0

Judges ought to respect their owh dige
nity enough to put 2 stop to h.

We bhave alwai's cousldered it the

mark of a cowurdly und brutal miad,
wioen & person endowed with a Witle
authority undertakes to overawe and
coniuse & wilness, or bolster up# Weak
cause by appeuling to the pass@ns sod
prejudices of ujury, and unwercifully
castigating a defendant by maligning
his chardcter, calling  bun  vile
numes or jmputing to te bim conduct
extraneous Lo the chars® be standing
bound hand and foo: 0 effect, and
barred irom retalissng or defending
himself against ihs disgraceful sort of
attack. A gen:leman would never
stoop to such low reviling and despic-
able pettifozsB8g. It ought to be
frowned dow ! In every civilized com-
muoity.
We g},pwe that the courts of Utah
would b¢ mnch more respected, both
by ke public and the bar, if their au-
thority was exercised to suppress
these unseemly exhibitions of spite
aond pot - house blackpguardism.
Witnestes and  defepdants have
some rights and they ought to be fro-
tected by the judiciary. But while at-
torneys are permitted to indulge 1o
personal sttacks upon helpless obiects
of their rage, aud the faith of religion-
Ists is made the subject of misrepre-
sentation, ribaldry and slander in the
supposed courts of -justice, they will
not oe looked upon with that venera-
tion and esteem to which they would
be entitled, if they respected their own
dlgnit{' and acted with that impartizll-
Lo whbich should be thelr strength and
their pride.

- el T ——
CRUEL AND UNSCRUPULOUS,

WE publish to-day ar editorial arti-
cle from the Chicago Herald, on *'Mor-
mon® huonting. Almost throughout
the propositions laid down by the
writer are sounnd. The clearness of
his views do credit to his brain, while
the compassionate vein which permea
ates “them speaks well for the
quulity of bis heart. If the honmane
portion of the pecople of the United
States  were correctly, informed
with regard to the wrones hesped
upon the majonity of the people
oi Utah they would demand a reaction
that would fall with terrific force upon
the heads of a class of the most cruel,
unserupujons and dangerous men
whose presence is inflicted upon any
portion of the Republic.

Nol only are men hantcd down
sud perded into prisons in the name
of law, but under the same covert it
hag come Lo paxs that they can be shot
down io ecold blood with impuni-

of
such




