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HOWEVER disagreeable it may be to
my pergonal feeling to etand before
a congregation, the consciousness
which the Elders of this Church
posssess that they have had com-
mitted to them the authoritv of the
Holy Prlesthood, and that they are
entitled to the inspiration of the
Holy Ghoest, and that they possess
the faith and prayers of the Saints
who are their associates in the
Church — those who understand
their needs—is enough, I think, to
buoy up an individual when he is
called upon suddenly to address the
people; indeed it is these thoughts
alone which give me courage at the

nt time; I count upon a mea-
sure of the Efuly Spirit; I countupon
the faith and prayers of the Saints;
and while I take up a little time I
hope that that which may be said

be profitable and advantageous
to all who listen and to the speaker
himself.

Numerous have been the meth-
ods and channels throngh which
the human family from time fto
time have received intelligence.
Preaching is as old as history. Men
have learned from each other. The
resulls of individual experience has
been transmitted to those who had
-less opportunity, and in this way
knowleidge has been increased in
one from the resoarces of another.

Bat Christians believe, I think, as
a rule, that men have not always
been dependent upon those who
dwel! in theflesh for the intelligence
which they have uired. Those
who have accepted the Bible, the
Old and New Testament, will under-
stand that there have been in past
ages other methods by which intel-
ligence was communicated than
simply through men who dwelf in

the flesh, Spiritual communication
is one of the corner stones of
the old book. It is filled

with Instances where intelligences
not directly of earth have .isited
members of the human family and
communicated with them from
time to time. Abraham, whom
Christians look upon as “the father
of the faithful,” was one who was
privileged to receive angelic visita-
tions, Lot was another of those
who had experience of this charac-
ter; and so were many of the an-
clents, from the beginning down to
the time of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, whose divine mission
was annonnced by the visitations
and communications of the angelic
hosts. Whatever the characier of
these angels might have been, whe-
ther they were resurrected beings
who had dwelt upon the earth,
whether they were those of higher
grades—archangels, as they are
called—or whether they were de-
signed and appointed specially to
minister to individual men—which
of these varieties they may have
belonged to, it is very evident that
the scriptures are full of the history
of angelic communication, and that
they were the instruments in the
hands of the Almighty, sent to com-
municate His will under ceriain
conditions. It is quite true that in
our age this L.as been accounted one
of the lost arts; it has been num-
bered among the things that had
been, but bhad fallen into disuse;
something that had become obsolete
or unnecessary in the advanced con-
dition of human intelligence.

But the sawme scriptures which
tell of such vigits in ancient times
also point out with remarkable dis-
tinctness that there would be peri-
ode in the history of the human fa-
mily when this angelic communica-
tion would be again restored, and
that messengers would agam come
from the heavens to communieate
with the children of men and intro-
‘duce a new condition of things or
prepare for conditions which
must and wiil exist in or-
der that the economy of God
might be saved. Hence we havean
account in the revelations of St.
John of the different angels that
were to follow each other in thesev-
eral epochs or dispensations of prov-
idence among mankind. We have
an account of the opening of the
seven seals, wbhich according te that
record is to be done by angels ap-
pointed by divine authority, for the
@xpress purpose in the unfolding of
the divine program in human histo-
7¥: But there is mention made

il

there of one particular angel of
whom it 1issaid that he was seen
“flying through the midst of heaven
having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto those that dwell upon
the earth, That this was to be in
the far distant future trom the pe-
riod when John dwelt upon the
earth and was a prisoner on the Itle
of Patmos, {s abundantly evident to
all who have been but easual readers
of the sacred Secriptures; but to those
who have been students of that
book, to those who have sought to
read it understandingly, to make it
their rule of Jife and to be guided by
itin their travels, .and through its
teachings to fit themselves for the
future, this statement could not pass
with ecommon notice—it no doubt
has arrested their attention many a
time, as covering a series of interest-
ing and impdrtant perioda of events.
While in the nineteenth century
such an idea by religionisishas been
ignored, being considered unneces-
sary, yet the documents have come
down to us from the primitive times
and the assertion is not denied that
such an ocenrrence was to take place
at some reriod of human historv, if
the word was to be fulfilled. Now
I think that there are advantages to
be derived from this angelic com-
munication. Whenever & man rea-
lizes who and why he is upon the
earth; whenever he realizes the in-
stincts which are implanted within

him and which make him soar after 4

something that goes beyond the
reach of human life and time, I
think every one will agree that
there is a vast field and need also for
the acquision of intelligence that
would tend to the advancement of
thousands and millionsof the human
family.

Ideas that could be communicated
in regard to the past, ideas in regard
to the present, ideas in regard to the
future, might thus be obtained.
Those ideas are not particularly
within the range of the schools, col-
leges and educational institutions
of mankind, they must come from
a source and through channels
where there have been larger oppor-
tunities for the acquisition of the
knowledge which pertains to the
designs of the Creator. I think that
all thoughtful men and thoughtful
women have felt within themselves
that there were a great many pro.
blems in regard to human existence
upon which they would like to have
light and intelligence, they would
like to understand and have as
surely as to whether a man was
anything more than a mere animal
in creation, whether it was hia des-
tiny only ““to eat and to drink.for to-
morrow we die,”” or whether his ex-
istence was of a continuous charae-
ter, whether after having laid down
this tabernacle of flesh he wonld be
privileged to enjoy again the associ-
ations which have been agreeable to
him on earth, whether the family
circle would be burst asunder, or
whether continuihg to exist he
would be divested in a great mea-
sure of the temptations which seem
to influence him on the right hand
and on the left and which appear to
lead so many thousands of the hu-
man family down to degradation
and death, Tf appears to me that
there are qnestions in connection
with all these things that thousands
would like to solve and questions
which really never ean be solved by
the ordinary wisdom and know-
ledge which pertain to the educa-
tional facilities of mankind. Now,
in reading these prophecies con-
cerning the future angelic wvisila-
tions that are to tuke place in the
history of mankind, I have nodoubt
that those who have pondered over
these prophecies have thought that
in these visitations they would find
the key which should uniock the
past, the present and the future and
be of great value in the salvation of
the human family—salvation from
ignorance, from gin, and salvation
from death. These are the things
which men everywhere need. They
need to be saved from themselves;
they need tobe saved from each
other; they need to b= saved in re-
gard to the future, according fo the
Scriptures, and the generally re-
ceived notions of the Christian
world.

Now, this angel that was to come
in the latter times was declared to
be one who was to bring the ever-
lasting gospel in order that it might
be preached among all nations,
Now, the everlasting gospel, what-
ever t'.at may mean, is something
that is divine in its echaracter. It
is not conjured up by cunning and
designing men. God wasitsauthor;
in fact the Scriptures say that His
Son Jeeus was Lhe ¢‘guthor and fin-
isher” of the Christian faith on
earth  Whenever, therefore, the
revelation of that gospel pomes it

as being very peculiar in regard

would be superfluous.
thir angel comes is he to come to
Christendom, or iz he to cometo
heathendom?
that have not heard of Jesus, know
nothing of God, know nothing of the

muet give man an account of his
origin, of the necessity of the cir-
cumstances of the present, and
something of his future. There is
one thing which strikes the reader
to
this angel coming to the human
family. Itis implied upon the sur-
face, and in its depths also, that
there would be no necessity of send-
ing the gospel if the children of
man had the gospel already, this
Then when

Is he to come to men

way of salvation, or is he to come to
the Christian world. If he is to
come to heathendom it of eourse
would be to bring salvation, the re-
demption of the sonl and body of
man; but if he is to come to Christ-
endom it would almost seem
to imply that amid them even the
gospel of redemption was unpreach-
ed or misunderstood, for in all the
creations of our God there does not
appear to be anything of an unneces-
sary character, there are no steps
taken in His government that are
inapplicable to the existing condi-
tion of things; but the fact that an
angel was to come in “the dispensa-

tion of the fulness of times” natur- |

ally implies that the gospel would
not be at that time preached on the
face of the earth. Now this is rather
an awkward conclusion to arrive at
when all Christendom is said to be
doing 0o muneh in regard fo the
building of churches, the [teaching
of religion, the payment of minis-
ters, the sending of the so-called
gesnel to the heathen, and the fur-
nishing Bibles to all the nations of
theearth, And on reflecting upon
the visits of this angel a man would
naturally enquire, if this angel is
going te bring the Gospel, in what
does the G2spel consist, and A= a ne-
cessary consequence he would also
begin to enquire as to what the re-
cords say which have come down to
us from ancient times, He would
look into the New Testament; he
would read the sayings of thoee
whose names have become historie;
he wonld read the sayings of the
Great Teacher, who was sent from
heaven, even Jesus Christ the
righteous; and he would read the
acts and doings in that book, of His
successors the Apostles, and of the
primative church, and from this re-
cord he would endeavor to find out
what the Gospel was as preached in
ancient times, and after he had done
this he would begin to contrast the
Christian organizations with which
he was surrounded, the theories
which Christians hold, the doctrines
which they teach and put them side
by side in parallel columns with the
teachings of the ancient church he
would institute comparisons and so
wonld show a desire to understand
the necessity for this angel coming
expressly from heaven to “preach?”
the everlasting Gosgpel unto them
that dwell upon the earth, and to
every nation and kindred
and tongue and people.”
And in taking the New Testament
for his guide, in pondering the acts
and feachings of Jesus and His
Apostlies, he would begin to under-
stand that there was method and
order in connection with that gos-
pel; that it consisted of a series of
principles, of ideas, and thoughts
and practices, which were intended
to work out eome desired end. Hence
it was gald that the Gospel in and
cient times “was the power of God
unto salvation.” It wasan impor-
tant thing, it was something of
value, it was something calculated
to effect a man’s interests in time
and in eternity, it was ““the power
of God unto salvation;” and I do not
think that in any other r nized
record are we 8o likely to find a por-
trayal of that Gospel in its parity
and original simplicity as in the re-
cord called the New Testament,
When we come to search that, we
real ze that Jesus professed to bethe
sSon of God. He encouraged His
followers to exercise faith in His
Father, and in regard to His works
He told them that He ¢“did nothing
of Himseif, but that which He bad
seen theFather do thatdid He,”’and
that which He did before His Apos-
tles, and which He commanded
them to do, was according to the
commandments whica: He had re-
ceived of the Father. I think the
Christian world will be willing to
acknowledge that this faith in God
was a principle which was calculated
toenhance the welfare of the hu-
man family. It was ealealated to
infuse high and lofty thoughts into
the man or woman who accepted it;
falth in the gxistence of (ad, faith
that they ng His children; ralth
that He wasalive {o fheir inierests;

faith that He was able to teach |
them the purpose of their existence,
and the design that He had in
their creation, faith that he was
able to hear and answer
their pravers. And the man who
enjoyed this faith in God after he
had been taught it was a man who
was likely not only to feel higher
co>ceptions in regard to humanity,
g0 far a8 he himself was concerned,
but there would be bound to spring
up in hig heart feelings, growing out
of this, in regard to his brother-man,
and to his gister, woman; he would
be bound to look upon them with
more regard for their interests, well- |
being and salvation u the earth,
than he would have done without
this conception. He would be in-
terested in the moral, mental and
gpiritual condition of his neighbor;
he would be interested in imparting
to his neighbor the truth, and thus
the spirit of faith in God would begin
to spread and exercise a salutary in-
fluence wherever it was felt among
those who received it.

And Jesus was not geatisfled onl
with teaching this faith in God, but
He realized that there would grow
out of it these or similarly certain
prineiples of action with regard to
the conduct of those who received it.
A man would begin to realize that
nasmuch as he was a child of God
that he had In many 8 been
unworthy of that position, that he
had been guilty of many acts both
of commission and omission that
were derogatory to such origin, and
he would naturally n torepent,
to be rorry for having committed

| himself in this way and not to be

sorry only, butl to lay everything of
this echaracter aside in order that he
might stand approved of God His
heavenly father, Hence there would
grow out of faith the spirit of repent-
ance for past sine, and then it was
found that there was an ordinance
in the gospel by which, through di-
vineappointment, a man was enab!-
ed to receive the “remission of his
sing,” consequent on the sacrifice
that was to offered on Calvery.
That ordinance of the Church, as es-
tablished by Jesus, was the ordi-
nance of water baptism for the re.
mission of gine. This was one of the
principles of the Gospel, one of the
prineiples of salvation, one of the
steps in the edueational process of
those who submitted themselves to
the authority of the Great Teacher,
Jesus Christ. Now there i# a vast
diversity of opinion In the Christian
world in regard tobaptism, but this
diversity we need not stop. to con-
sider. We can take the New Teata-
ment and eee what is laid down
there upon the subject. Some think
baptism unimportant., Christ, how-
ever, evidently thought it impor-
fant. In epeaking to Nicodemus,
He raid, “Except a man be born of
water and the spirit, he eannof en-
ter into the kingdom of God.” And
when He commissioned His Apos-
tles to preach the Gospel, they went
forth among the people, “baptizing
them in water, confessing their
sins.” 1Indeed, there are illustra.
tions in abundance of this fact, that
will be familiar to all the students
of the New Testament. The great
Apnstle Peter, who appeared to
have been the master spirit of the
Church on the day of Pentecost,
when men beran to inguire what
they should do to be saved, answer- |
ed the inqulrers in this wav, ‘“Re-
pent and be baptized every one of
you, in the name of Jesus Christ,
for the remission of sins, and ye
ghall receive the gift of the Holy
Ghost.” This was the ancient order;
this was the order established by
Jesus, and] the presumption is|
beyond dispute that if it was ne-
cesrary for any one single member
of that primitive ehureh, or for any
of the Aposrtles, orfor Jesus himself
fo be baptized in water, it was ne-
cessarv for the whole. Hence the
irresistible conclusion is, that every

member of ihe primitive church
was baptized, “buried with Him
by baptism wunto death, that

like as Christ was raised up
from the desd by the glory of
the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life ”? This was
one of the doctrines of the ancient
church, and the next doctrine that
followed it in the program and
system of the gospel was the “giving
of the Holy Ghost. Now the serip-
tures 'tell us that “the manifesta-
tion of the spiritis given to every
man to profit withal.” In every
land and clime, in all eonditions of
the human family, of every color,
among the most highly clvilized as
among the most degraded, there is
given to every man thls measure of
the apirit of God to profit withal,
and it is in acoprdanpe with his pbg-
digngs to the measure precelved of

Y | intelligence and power,

fhat eplrit fhat he will be rownided

in the future. But in the Christian
church there appears to have been
an order that went in advance of
this universal gift of the spirit. It
was called ““the gift of the Holy
(Ghost by the laying on of hands.”
Hence those who are familiar with
the New Testament will realize that
when men were baptized they were
afterwards confirmed by “the laying
on of hands,” and u that confir-
mation they received the Holy
Ghost. This Hrly Ghost in them
was the power of God. 1t opened up
their minds, it informed their reason,
enlarged their capacity, and enabled
mem to comprehend, as the scrip-

res s£ay, the past, present and
future It was a grand gift, and one
essential to salvation., To one man
it gave the spirit of wisdom; to an-
other the word of knowledge; to an-
other f'aith; to another the gift of
healing; to another the working of
miracles; fo another propheecy; to
another discerning of spirits; fo an-
other divers kinds of tongues, ete.
It was to them the fountain of divine
And these
manifestations followed the
liever everywhere. It harmon-
ized all the conflicting thoughts
and ideas that they might
have had in regard to God, in re-
gard to the institutions with which
they were surrounded, in regard to
the duties devolving u them, in
regard to their destiny in the future.
It made them one in Christ Jesus.
They were baptized by one baptism,
and they enjoyed one spirit. They
were rich in the unity of the faith.
And when men were thus baptized
and received this epirit it was not
expected that they should stand
strictly upon their own individuali.
fy. They were not left to wander
abroad te the right and to the left,
but there ap to have been in
the primitive times a good dea) of
what we see in our own day. An
organization grew up. They formed
what was called a church. It is
called in the New Testament, in
some places “the Chureh of God,”in
other places it is called ¢‘the Church
of Christ.” It was a church com-

ﬁaed of thore who had thus been
ptised, and thus reesived of the
Holy Ghost. They were united to-
gether for self defense. They were
united in order that they might be
tanght by the authorities of that
church. They were not taught by
strangers or by men who had never
passed through the same gateway
and received the same spirit as
themselves, but according to the
New Testament they were taught
by Aposties, Prophets, Pastors,
Teachers and Evangelists, men who
were engaged in the ministry of the
Lord Jesus Christ. These officers
were ‘‘set in the church,” aceording
to the New Testament, for the edi-
fying of the body, for the training of
the members, untii they all came to
the unity of the faith and to thefull
stature of men and women in
Christ. Now, that was a glorious
age., I have heéard good men and
women, ever since I heard anything
wish that they had lived in those
primitive times. They have said
how glad they would have been to
have the privilege of even touching
the hem of the Bavior’s garment,
witnessed His miracles, heard his
teachings, and to have been obedi-
ent to the principles which He
taught. Men and women h ive said
that they would have been glad to
have lived in the Apostolic rge;
that they would have belonged to
the primitive churchy that they
would have been in their glory to
ghare in its trials and persecutions,
0 have enjoyed its spirit, to have
received of its blessings, and to have
acquired the knowledge and intelli-
gence which accompanied the
Priesthood that had control of that
special church. I believe there are
thousands everywhere to-day—men
who are ¥lders, Deacons, Superin-
tendents of Sunday Schools, teach-
ers in Sunday Schools—who, on
reading the history of the past feel
that they would have been glad to
have lived in the primitive times
and seen the Jeaders and apostles of
that church. Well, now, these feel-
ings are natural. We realize the
glory and blessing which belong to
that ancient order. Bul it appears
that this order in a great measure’
has become obsolete; it has
away, it is not to be found anywhere
in the form in which it existed anci-
ently. There may be a church that
has faith in God; there may be
many churches that include re-
pentance, that practice baptism;
some may fave faith in baptism for
the remission of sin¢; there may be
here and there men who believe in
the reception of thg Holy Ghost by
the laying on of hands; but In jia
beautifp] primitive ordsr it i3 pos
whera ta be found smong the phil
dren of men. 45w AT
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