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HOWEVER disagreeable it may be to
myiny personal feeling to stand before
a congregationcongregations the consciousness
which the elders of this church
posssess that they have had com-
mitted to them the authorauthorityltv of the
holy priesthood and that they are
entitled to the inspiration of the
holy ghost and that they possess
the faith and prayers of the saints
who are their associates in the
church those who understand
their needs is enough I1 think to
buoy up an individual when hohe isii
called upon suddenly to address the
people indeed it Is these thoughts
alone which give me courage at theprentpresent time I1 count aprin a mea-
sure of the holy spirit I1 count upon
the faith and prayers of the saints
and while I1 tairetake up a little time I1
hope that that which may be said
will be profitable and advantageous
to all who listen and to the speaker
himself

numerous have been the meth-
ods and channels through which
the human family from time to
time have received intelligence
preaching is as old as history men
have learned from each other the
results of individuallexexperiencelence has
beenbean transmitted to tzeteethoseose who had
less opportunity and in this way
knowledge has been increased in
one from the resoresourcesarcesarees of another

but christians believe I1 think as
ait rule that men have not always
been dependent upon those who
dwell in the flesh for the in intelligence
which they have acquired those
who have accepted the bible the
old and new testament will under-
stand that there havehavo been in past
ages other methods by which intel-
ligence11 was communicated thanfencesimply through men who dwelt in
the flesh spiritual communication
is onoone of the corner stones of
the old book it is filled
with instances where
not directly of earth have visited
members of the human family and
communicated with them from
time to time abraham whom
christians look upon as the father
of the faithful was one who was
privileged to receive angelic visita-
tions lot was another of those
who had experience of this charac-
terte and BOso were many of the an-
cients from the beginning down to
the time of our lord and savior
jesus christ whose divine mission
was announced by the visitations
and communications of the angelic
hosts whatever the character of
these angels might have been whe-
ther they were resurrected beings
who had dwelt upon the earth
whether they were those of higher
grades archangels as they are
called ordr whether they were de-
signed and appointed specially to
minister to individual men which
of these varieties they may have
belonged to it is very evident that
the scriptures are full of the history
of angelic communication and that
they were the instruments in the
hands of the almighty sent to com-
municatemunicate iliahis will under certain
conditions it is quite true that in
our age this las been accounted one
of the lost arts it has been num-
bered among the things that had
been but hadbad fallen into disuse
something that had become obsolete
or udunnecessarynecessary in the advanced con

of human intelligence
but the same scriptures which

tell of such visits in ancient times
also point out with remarkable dis-
tinctnessness that there would be peri-
ods in tilethe history of the human fa-
mily when this angelioaugello communica-
tion would be again restored and
that messengers would ngamagain come
from the heavens to communicate
with the children of men and intro-
duce anewa new condition of thingsthingsoror
prepare for conditions which
must and wiilwill exist in or-
der that the economy of god
might be saved hence we have an
account itin the revelations of st
john of the diffiedifferentrent angels that
were to followmow each other in the bevsev
eraeraloral epochs or dispensations of prov-
idence among mankinmankindif we navehave
an account of the opening of the
seven sealsbetas wbwhichlehieh according to that
record is to be done by angelsangela ap-
pointed by divinadivine authority for the
11 1 resaress purpose in the unfolding of
fht
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there of oneono particular angel of
whom it is said that he was seen

flying through the midst of heaven
having the everlasting gospel to
preach unto those that dwell upon
theeartathe earth that this was to be in
the far distant future fromrom the pe-
riod when john dwelt upon the
earth and was a prisoner on the isle
of patmospatinas Is abundantly evident to
all who have been but casual readers
of the sacred scripture but to those
who have been students of that
bookboob to those who have sought to
read it understandingly to make it
their rule of life and to be guided by
it in their travels and through its
teachings to fit themselves for the
future this statement could not pass
with common notice it no doubt
has arrested their attention many a
time as covering a berlesseries of interest-
ing and important periods of events
while in the nineteenth century
such an idea by religionistshashns been
ignored being considered unneces-
sary yet the documents have come
down to us from the primitive times
and the assertion is not denied that
such an occurrence was to take place
at some periodveriod of human historyhistorv if
the word was to be fulfilled now
I1 think that there are advantages to
be derived from this angelic com-
municationmunication whenever a man rea-
lizes who and why he Is upon the
earth whenever hobe realizes the in-
stinct

in-
stincts which are implanted within
him and which mahemake him soar after
something that goes beyond the
reach of human life and time I1
think every one will agree that
therethere is a vast field and need also for
the acquislonion of intelligence that
would tend to the advancement of
thouthousandssandsRands and millions of the human
family

ideas that could be communicated
in regard to the past ideas in regard
to the present ideas in regard to the
future might thus be obtained
those ideasideal are not particularlyparticulariv
within the range of the schoolslq col-
leges and educational institutions
of mankind they must come from
a source and through channels
where there have been larger oppor-
tunitiestunitunit tiesles for the acquisition of the
knowledge which pertains to the
designs of tbthethon creator I1 think that
all thoughtful men and thoughtful
women have felt within themselves
that there were a great many pro-
blems in regard to human existence
upon which they would like to have
light nnaand intelligence they would
like to understand and hayehave aasagg
surety as to whether a man was
anythingany thing more than a mere animal
in creation whether it wagwaa his des-
tiny only catoto eat and to drinkoarforfar to-
morrow we die or whether his ex-
istence was of a continuous charac-
ter whether after having laid down
this tabernacle of flesh hebe would be
privileged to enjoy again the associ-
ations which have been agreeable to
hitabita on earth whether the family
circle would be burst asunder or
whether continuing to exist hebe
would be divested inalnain a great mea-
sure of the temptations which seem
to influence him on the right hand
and on the left and which appear to
lead so many thousands of the hu-
man family down to degradation
and death it appears tometo me that
there are questions in connection
with allail these things that thousands
would like to solve and questions
which really never can be solved by
the ordinary wisdom and know
ledge which pertain to the educa-
tional facilities of mankind now
in reading these prophecies con-
cerningberning the future angelic visita-
tions tthatat are to take place in thetile
history of mankind I1 have no doubt
that those who have pondered over
these prophecies have thought that
in thesethebe visitations they would find
the key which should undock the
past the present and the future and
be of great value in the salvation of
the human family salvation from
ignorance from sin and salvation
from death these are the things
which men everywhere need they
need to be saved from themselves
they need to be saved from each
other they need to bba saved in re-
gard to the future according to the
scriptures and the generally re-
ceived notions of the christian
world

now this angel that was to come
in the latter times was declared to
be one who was to bring the ever-
lasting gospel in order that it might
be preached among all nations
now the everlasting gospel what-
ever t at may mean is something
that is divine in its character it
is notnut conjured up by cunning and
designdesigningingmenmen godiasgod was its author
in fact the scriptures pay that his
son jesusjebus was the 9 author and fin-
isher pfaf the christian faitfalt1 on
earthoarth therefore thtk
fare of INthat jp we

must ginemangive man an account of hishla
origin of the necessity of the cir-
cumstancescumstances of the present and
eomBomsomethingething of his future there 19isis19

one thing which strikes the reader
as being very peculiar in regard to
this angel coming to the human
family it is implied upon the sur-
face and in its depths aisoalso that
there would be no necessity of send-
ing the gospel if the children of
man had the gospel already this
would be superfluous then when
thisthibth ie angel comescornea is he to come to
christendom or iaIs he to come to
heathbeathheathendomendom Is he to comecomo to men
that have not heardbeard of jesus know
nothing of god know nothing of the

salvation or is he to come to
the christian world if he is to
come to heathendom it of course
would be to bring salvation the re-
demptiondemption of the soul and body of
man but if he is to come to christ-
endom it would almost seem
to imply that amid them even the
gospel of redemption was

or misunderstood for in all the
creations of our god there does not
appear to be anythingany thin of an unneces-
sary charactercliarcilaraeteracter there are no steps
taken in his government that are
inapplicable to the existing condi-
tion of things but the fact that an
angel was to come in fhethe dispensa-
tion of the falness of times natur-
ally implies that the gospel would
not be at that time preached on the
face of the earth now this iaIs rather
an awkward conclusion to arrive at
when all christendom iaIs paid to be
doing eoso much in regard to the
building of churches the teaching
of religion the payment of minis-
ters the bendingsending of the goso called
gospel to the heathen and the fur-
nishing bibles to all the nations of
theeartathe earth and on reflecting upon
the visits of this angel a man would
naturally enquire if this angel is
going to bring the gospel in what
does the Ggospel consist and narim a ne-
cessary consequence he would also
begin to enquire aaag to what the re-
cords say which have come down to
us from ancient timetimes he would
look into the new testament he
would read the sayings of those
whose names have become historic
he would read the sayings of the
great teacher who was sentbent from
heaven even jesus christ the
righteous and he would read the
acts and doings in that bookboob of his
successors the apostles and of the
primaprimprimativative church undind from this re-
card

re-
cord hebe would endeavor to find out
what the gospel was as preached in
ancient thutimesea and after hehohaghadbad done
this he would begin to contrast the
christian organizations with which
he was surrounded the theories
which christians hold the doctrines
which they teachteaell and put them side
by bideside in parallel columns with the
teachings of the ancient church he
would institute comparisons and BOso
woid show a desiredebre to understand
the necessity for this angel coming
expressly from heaven to prepreachachs
the everlasting gospel unto them
that dwell upon the earth and to
every nation and kindkindred
and tongue and people 21

and in taking the newnow testament
for his guide in pondering the acts
and teachings of jesus and his
apostles he would begin to under-
stand that there was method and
order in connection with that gas-
pegospepelpei that it consisted of a series of
principlesprinciplebofof idealideas and thoughts
and practices which were intended
to work out somerome desired end hence
it was saideald that the gospel in and
clent times wa the power of god
unto salvation it was an impor-
tant thing it was something of
value it was something calculated
to effect a mans interests in time
and in eternity it was flabethe power
of god unto salvation and I1 do not
think that in any obberother recognized
record are we so likely to nindfind a por-
trayal of that gospel in its purity
and original simplicity as in the re-
cord called the new testament
when we come to search that we
real ze that jesus professed to be the
son of god he encouraged his
followersfollo to exercise faithfalth in his
father and in regard to his works
he told them that hohe did nothing
of himself butabut thit which he hadbad
beenpeen theFather do that did he and
that which he did before his apos
tiestics and which he commanded
them to ao was according to the
commandments whick he had re-
ceived of the father I1 think the
christian world will be willing to
adknowledgeacknowledge that this faith in god
was a principle which was calculated
to enhance the welfare of the hu-
man family it was calculated to
infusoinfuse high abdaddad lofty thoughts into
the man or man who accepted it
faithfalth in thetho of god faith
ththat14t ththey W 6 mehie phildrenph falthfaithalth
phi IW

faith that he was able to teach
them the purpose of their existence
and the design that he had in
their creationcreations faith that he was
able to hear and answer
their prayers and the man who
enjoyed this faith in god after he
had been taught it was a man who
was likely not only to feel higher
conceptions in regard to humanity
BOso far as hohe himself was concerned
but there would be bound to spring
up in hishia heart feelings growing out
of thibthia in regard to his brothermanbrother man
and to his sisterbister woman he would
be bound to look upon them with
more regard for their interestsInterestss

and salvation upon the earth
than he would have done without
this conception he would be in-
terestedte in the moral mental and
spiritual condition of his neighbor
he would be interested in imparting
to his neighbor the truth and thus
the spirit of faith in god would begin
to spread and exercise a salutary in-
fluence wherever it was felt among
those who received it

anajesusAnand dJesusjesus was not satisfied only
with teaching thischiq faith in god but
he realized that there would grow
out of it these or similarly certain
principles of action with regard to
the conduct of those who received it
A man would begin to realize that
inasmuch as he waswag a child of god
that he had in many respects been
unworthy of that position that he
had been guilty of many acts both
of commission and omission that
were derogatory to euchench origin and
hebe would naturally begin to repent
to be lorrysorry for having committed
himself in this way and not to be
sorry only but to jay everything of
thibthis character aside in order that lie
might stand approved of god his
heavenly father hence there would
grow out of faith the spirit of repent-
ance for pat sins and then it was
found that there was an ordinance
in the gospel by which through di-
vine appointment fta man wagwas enabl-
ed to receive the remission of his
sins consequent on the sacrifice
that was to be offered on calvery
that ordinance of the church as es-
tablished by jeus was the ordi-
nance of water baptism for the re
mission of sinbin this was one of the
principles of the gospel one of the
principles of salvationpalsal one of the
steps in the educational process of
those who submitted themselves to
the authority of the great teacher
jesus christ now there fara a vast
diversity of opinion in the christian
world in regard to baptism but this
diversity we need not stop to con-
sider we can take the new testa-
ment and peefee wh t Is laid down
there upon the subject somefame think
baptism unimportant christ how-
ever evidently thought it impor-
tant in speakingppeaking to nicodemusNicodemua
he said except a man be born of
water and the spirit hebe cannot en-
ter iinto the kingdom 0off godOYO and
when he commissioned his apos-
tles to preach the gospel thovthey went
forth among the people ibbaptizing
them in water confessing theirthair
sins indeed there are illustra-
tions in abundance of this fact tbthatat
will be familiar to all the students
of the nownew testament the great
Apsapostalotletie peter

i who appeared to
havehavo been themthe masterastorasfor spirit of the
church on the day of pentecost
whan men beiranbevan to inquire what
they should do to be saved answer-
ed the inquirers in thiathis war cillere-
pent and be baptized everyoneeveryovery one ofor
you in the name of jesus christ
for the remission of sins and ye
shallshail receive the gift of the holy
ghost thisthia waswag the ancient order
this was the order established bby
jesus andiandland the presumption is
beyond dispute that ifit it was ne-
cessary for any one single member
of that primitive church or for any
of the apostles or for jesus himself
to be baptized in water it was ne
cessaro for the whole hence the
irresistible conclusion IsIR that every
member of the primitive church
was baptized 69 buriedburled with him
by baptism unto death that
like as christ was raised up
from the deed by the glory of
the father even so we also should
walk in newness of life s this waswan
oneffone of the doctrines of the ancient
church and the next doctrine that
followed it in the program and
system of the gospel giving
of the holy ghost now the scrip
tu us that the manifesta-
tion

ao
of the spirit is given to every

man to profit withal in every
land and clime in all conditions of
the human family of every color
among the most highly civilized as
among the most degraded there is
given to every man this measure of
the spirit of god to profit withal
and it laIs in with his bobp

deture to thethet mouremure receive oftwkynkenit thalthat W 0 INfyfo

in the future but in the christian
church there appears to have been
an order that went in advance of
this universal gift of the spirit it
waswa railed the gift of the holy
ghost by the laying on of handsrencohence those who are familiar with
the newnow testament will realize that
when men were baptized they were
afterwards confirmed by the laying
on of hands and upon that confir-
mation they received the holy
ghost this wyholy ghost in them
was the power of god it opened up
theirminds it informed their reason
enlarged their capacity and enabled
them to comprehend as the scrip-
tures sayeay the pastpasts present and
future etwasit was a grand gift and one
essential to salvation to one man
it gave the spirit of wisdom to an-
other the word of knowledge to an-
other faithfalth to another the gift of
healinebeallnL to another the working of
miracles to another prophecy to
another discerning of spirits to an-
other divers kinds of tongues etc
it was to them the fountain of divine
intelligence and power and these
manifestations followed thetile be-
liever everywhere it harmon-
ized all the conflicting thoughts
and ideas that they might
have had in regard to god in re-
gard to the institutions with which
they were surrounded in regard to
the duties devolving upon them in
regard to their destiny in the future
it made them one in christ jesus
they were baptized by one baptism
and they enjoyed one spirit they
were rich in the unity of the faith
and when men were thus baptized
and received this spirit it was not
expected that they sshouldhouid standaland
strictly upon their own individuali-
ty they were not left to wander
abroad to the right and to the left
but there appeared to have been in
the primitive times a good deal of
what we see in our own day an
organization grew up they termed
what was called a church it Is
called in the new testament in
sometome places the church of godwingod jinsin
other places it iaIs called the church
of christ it was a church com-
posedsed otof thathomchow who had thus been
baptisedbaptizedsed and thusthun x ived of the
holy ghost they were to-
gether for seifself defense they re
united in order that they might be
taught by the authorities of that
church they were not taught by
strangers or by men who had never
passed through the same gateway
and received the same spirit as
themselvesvessvesy but according to the
new testament they were taught
by apostlesApoanoatiesatles prophets pastorspastore
teachers and evangelists men who
were engaged in the ministry of the
lord jesus christ these officers
were set in the church 31 according
to the new testament for the edi-
fying of thebothe bodydysdyg for the training of
the members until they all came to
the unity of the faith and to the full
stature of men and women in
christ now that was a glorious
age I1 have haardheard good men and
women ever since I1 heardbeard anything
wish that they had livedjived in those
primitive times they have said
how glad they would have been to
have the privilege of even touching
the hem of the saviorsSavloraviora garment
witnessed his miracles heard his
teachings and to have been obedi-
ent to the principles which he
taught men and women hhiveive said
that they would have been glad to
have lived in the apostolic rge
that they would have belonged to
the primitive church that they
would have been in their glory to
sharechare in its trials and persecutions
0 have enjoyed its spirit to have

received of its blessings and to havehavo
acquired the knowledge and intelli-
gence which accompanied the
priesthood that hadbad control of that
special church I1 believe there are
thousands everywhere todayto day menuaen
who are elders deacons superin-
tendentstendents of sunday schools teach-
ers in sunday schools who on
reading the history of the patpast feel
that they would have been glad to
have lived jnin the primitive times
and seen the leaders and apostles of
that church wellwel now these feel-
ings are natural we realize the
glory and blessing which belongt to
that ancient Butibut ittappappearsearbears
that this order in a great measure
has become obsolete it has passed
away it is notrot to be found anywhere
in the form in which it existed anci-
ently there may be a church that
has faith in god there may be
many churchchurchestB that include re-
pentancepentance that practice baptism
some may flavehave faith in baptism for
the remission of simsini there maybemay be
herohere and there men who bellevobelieve in
the receptiontonlon of tho holy ghost by
thoth laying auan pfaf handshards biltbut inht iiii9
beautiful it jq po
ahk pit nilenite11
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