
THE DESERET KLY
this prophet the idolatry com-
menced by jeroboam in dan and
bethel had continued for years
and all classes of the people were
sunk in vices of various kinds

the first three chapters of his
book contain a symbolical represen-
tation of the fallen people and gods
statement that hebe had now rejected
them in order to exemplify this
the prophet is commanded to wed
a wife of whore doms and to give
to the children names indicating the
wrath of god the prophet having
compliedcompiled with this command is

alainagain directed to love another
aadulteressutteressul teress I1 accordaccordingtug to the love of
the lord toward the children of
israel 3311 thus giving to the ten
tribes remarkable object lessons con-
cerning their faithlessness towards
jehovah the severe denuncia-
tions in this part of the book close
with promises of a final restoration
chach 2 1428142314 2823 3 4455

the following chapters reiterate
more fully the subjects of the first
three in chapters 4 10 the
prophet brings up the charges
against the people there IRii no
truth nor mercy nor knowledge of
god in the land by swear-
ing lying killing stealing
and committing adultery they
break out and blood tou cheth
wood 10 the priests are like the
people 92 for these sins the judg-
ment of destruction is pronounced
but the book closes with a prediction
of gods blessings as the final out-
come

whether these last promises refer
to the return of some israelites un-
der ezra or whether they remain to
be fulfilled is not clear from the
book itself paul directed by the
spirit of revelation applies some of
these promises to the gentiles rouarom
ix 25 26 an application thatchat could
not be made except by the light of
continuous revelation

ISAIAH lived B C and
was consequently part of the time
contemporary with hosea hecepropro

among the jews as hosea
prophesiedcled among the israelites

the political aspect of the world
at this time is important to notice
judea and israel had now long been
two kingdoms and the latter was
fast approachingapproachirig her destruction
with moab edom and the philis
tines judah had repeated conflicts
each of these tributariestributaries striving
more or lessleas successfully to gain I1inU
dependence assyria was now
growing in strength and extending
her conquests on all sides egypt
had been subdued by ethiopia and
the two countries were strengthened
by a union A struggle between
egypt and assyria the two rival
powers of the world was coming
and both these powers endeavored to
secure the alliance of judah as well
as of israel wherefore the injunc-
tions of the prophets were forthefor the
people of gaft to keep a strictly
neutral1 position without any regard
to flatteriesflat teries or threaten ings baby-
lon had just commenced her struggle
for independence and tried to form
an elallianceliance withwith judah for which
purpose a special ambassador

baladanbalabanBa ladan was sent to king
Hezehezekiahklah this pious king in an
unguarded moment entertained

the messengers and displayed
to them his own treasures
and the treasures of the house
of the lord which kindness aridand
courtesy drew forth from the more
clear seeing prophet of god the aw-
ful announcement that the time
would come when all these treasures
should be carried away into babbaby-
lon and that even the princes of
judah should be made base slaves in
the palace of babel ch 39

during the of this prophet
kingdomthe of jujulelibahiah was invaded
by the combined forces of thyria and
israel this unfortunate kingdom
israel had fallen through idolatry
antiand everyevery sisinn but shshet filledled her cup
of iniquity by combi ing with an
idolatrous nation in war upon her
brethren this brought the long
predicted destruction and israel
was captured by the Assyrians therhe
event stands out more clearly as a
judgment of god when it is re-
membered that the same assyrian
power was miraculously defeated
when attempting to invade judah

if we keep these facfactsta in view the
writings of isaiah become intelligi-
ble and clear

the first twelve chapters of this
book contain reproofs warnings and
promises chiefly directed to judah
and israel in these promises pre-
dictionsdictions of the coming of messiah
and liishis work are prominent the
next chapters 132313 23 areaare directed
against assyria babylonbablon moab
egypt philistin syria edom and
cyre in chapters 243524 35 the sins
and the misery of the people are re-
buked the assyrian invasion is
predl eted and the destruction of
samaria while the deliverance of
jerusalem is being p the
four chapters are historical describ-
ing the invasion of and
the defeat of hs army and also the
sickness of the king Hezehezekiekishhandand
his recovery the closing chapters
40 66 are again prophetical em-

bracing events from the babylonian
captivity to the establishment of the
millennialMil lenial kingdom of christ the
deliverance of the jews from baby-
lon the character sufferings death
and glory of messiah the gospel call
of the gentile world the wickedness
of the jews in rejectingreject inyift messiah and
their consequent scattering their
final return and the prevalence of
the kingdon of god all these
are clearly predicted but
the subjects are often blended
together and the transition from
one to another Jsis sometimes so rapid
as to render it difficult to follow the
connection indeed in order to
understand fully the passages that
refer to events yet future some di-
vine revelation seems to be neces-
sary for it isa only by the aid of the
spirit of prophecy that prophecies
canahn lie fully understood

micah B C was a con-
temporary of hosea and isaiah and
lived in the southern part of the
kingdom of judah he does little
more than reiterate the predic-
tions of the two mentioned prophets
adding such illustrations and exhor-
tations ao were suitable to the class
among whom he labored

one of his most remarkable pre-
dictions states that the gift of
prophecy should be withdrawn

from the ten tribes tofoar
a long time therefore
night shall be sent you that
ye shall nutnot have a vailon and it
shall be dark unto you that ye shall
not divine and the sun shall go
down over the prophets and he day
shall be dark over them then
shall the seers be asbashamedamed and the
divinersdividersdiv iners confounded yea thy
shall all cover their lips for there is
no answer from goo f iiiIJ 67

here it is predicted that the people
should be ledjett in spiritual darkness
because of the cessation of prophecy I1

but the darkness shall not be an
everlasting one for it Is a night
caused by the 11 setting of the sun 1

aid consequently as day follows
night so a time will again come
when the prophetic day shall dawn
upon the people this is clearly
implied in ane language used so
that the very threat to withdraw
the spirit of prophecy implies a
promise of its renewal

NAHUM B C this prope
et was contemporary with micah
ardand isaiah 1 he commenced his
ministry at the time of the captivi-
ty of the ten Tri besAnd while the
assyrian power was boasting over
this success he is called upon to an

the fall and destruction of
their great metropolis nineveh
tbthisis is the theme of the whole book
nahum wrote his predictions in
poetical form and its sublimity of
style is unsurpassed the and

verses of the first chapter
are a parenthetical insertion giv-
ing to the captives in assyria a
promise of deliverance at some fu-
ture time

INTERVAL OF FIFTY YEAyeabyBs
porfor a space of years the voice

of prophecy hadbad now been heard
among the people sometimes two
or mmoreore inspired men were raised
up at the same time in different
partsparti of the country but with the
death of isaiah micah and nahum
an interval of fifty years comes
during which period no proph-
ecies were delivered as far as we A

know during this time the ten
tribes toil in their captivity and
judah still in possession of his in-
heritanceherit arice in palestine is growing
in sin and hastening on to destruc-
tion but as this fatal moment ap-
proachesproaches god again sends inspired
messengers to warn the people and
to declare his decrees liehe never
overthrows nations without due
warning he never said that fur-
ther revelations were superfluous

ZEPHANIAH B C revives
tbthe prophetical office again after
fifty years interval it seems that
god left the people to themselves
during the reign of the wicked
king mannassahMan and first when
josiah had ascended the throne the
voice of god was again heardboard this
prophet announces the approaching
judgment upon judah on account
of their idolatry and other sina
baal with his black robed priests
chemarin and moloch are to be

cut off men and beasts fowls and
fishes to I1 e consumed ch 1 in
the second chapter he predicts the
overthrow of the philistines the
Moabites ammonites and ethiopia


