706

this prophet the idolatry c¢om-
menced by Jerobonmn in Dan and
Bethel had continued for 150 years,
and all classes of Lhe people were
sunk in vices of various kinda.

The firnt three chapters of his
bouk contain a symbolical represen-
tation of the fallen people and God’s
statement that He had now rejected
then. Io order to exemplity this,
the Prophiet is commandesl to wed
a “wife of whoredoms”’ and to give
to the children numes fmdieating the
wrath of God. The Prophet baving
complied with this command is

ain directed to love another

ulteress “accordiog to the love of
the Lord toward the children of
Israel® (8: 1), thus giving to the ten
tribes remarkable object lessons con-
cerning thelr faithlessness towards
Jehovali. The severe denuncin-
tions in this part of the book close
with promises of a fionl restoration.
(Ch2: 14-23; 3, 4, 5.)

The following chaptera reiterate
more fully the subjects of the first
three. In chapters 4—10, the
Prophet brings up the chargus
against the people:r *There s bo
truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of
God . in the land. By swear-
ing, Jlying, killing, stenling
and committing adultery, they
break out, and bloed toucheth
Blowd.?? “I'he priestesre like the
penple.”’  For these sius the judy-
ment of destruction is proncunved,

but the book cluses with a prediction |

of God’s hlessings as the final out-
come.

the messengers and displayed |
to them hls own treasures |
and the treasurea of the house

of the Lord, which kindoess and
courtery drew forth from the more
clear seeing Prophel of God the aw-
ful anoouncement thut the time
wonid come when all these treasures
should be carrled away into Baby-
lon, and that even the princes of
Judah should be made base slaves in
the paiace of Babel {ch. 88).

Duriug the time of this Prophet, |
the kingdom of Ju-dalh wus invaded
by the combinei] forces of Syrin and
[srael. This uwnfortunnie kingdom,
lserael;-had fallen through idolutry
and every sin, but she filled ber eup
of inlquity hy combi: ing with an
idolatrous nation in war upon her
brethren. This brought the lony
predicted destruction, and lsruei
was captured by the Assyrians. The
event stande out more vlearly nr n
Judgment of Geod when it 18 re-
memtwred that the sanme Assyrian
power was mirnculeusly defeated
when attempting to invade Judah.

If we keep these facts in view,the
writings of lsaiah becume inbe]iigi-
ble and cleur.

The first twelve chapters of this
buuk contain ruproofs, warnings nnd
pro:nises, chiefly directed to Judahb
and lsrael. [n these promises, pre-
dictions of the coming of Messial
and his work are prominent. The
next chapters (18-23) are directed
uganinst Asayrin, Babylon, Moab,
Egypt, Philistin, Syrin, Edom, and
Tyre. Inchaptera (24.35) the sins

Whether these last promises refer | nnd the mieery of the people are re-

to the return of sume Lsraelites un-
der Kzra or whether they remain e
be fulfilled is not clear from the
book itself. Puul, directed by the
Spirit of revelation applics some of
these promises to the gentiles (Rom.
ix, 25, 26), un application thut could
oot be made except by the light of
continuoug revelation.

Isazal lived B. (. 765-698 anpd
was congeguently part of the time
contemporury with Hosen., He pro-
phecied nmong the Jews as Hosen
prophecied amony the [sraeliles.

The political aspect of the workd
at this time is important to botice.
Jadea anud [aruel had now long been
two kingdoines and the latter wus
fust uppronching her destruetion.
With M»oab, Edom and the Philis-
tines, Judah had repeated conflicts.
ench of these tributaries striving
miore or less successfully to gain in
dependence. Assyrin was nLow
growing in strength and extending
her conquests on all sides. Egypt
hud been subdined by Ethiopia and
the two conntries were strengihened
by a union. A struggle between
Eygypt and Assyria, the two rival
powers of the world, wus coming,
and both these powers endeavored to
secure the alliance of Judah ag well
us of Israel, wherefore the injunc-
tions of the I’rophets were for the
people of God to keep a strictly
pentral position without any regard
to flatturies or threateniops. Baby-
lon bad just commenced her struggle
for independence, and tried to form
an elliance with Judah, for which
jMrpose a spec‘\u.] ambagsador, Mero-
dach Baladan, was sent to King
Hezellinh., This pious king, in an
unguarded moment, ®ntertained

buked. The Assyrlun invasion is
predicted and the destruction of
Samaria, while the deliverance of
Jerusalem is belng p omised. The
four chapters are historicul, describ-
ing the invasion of Benacherib and
the defeat of 1ds army, and also the
sickoess uf the King HezekisD and
his recovery. The clusing chapters
(4066) are apgaln propbetival em-
bracing e¢vents from the Babylonian
captivity to the estabhishment of the
Mitenial Kingidom of Christ. The
deliverance of the Jews from Baby-
lon, the character, pufferings, death
and glory of Merninh, the gospel call
ol the gentile world, the wickedness
of the Jews in rejecting Messiah and
thieir consequent scattering, their
final return and the prevalence of

the kingdono of God, all these
are clearly predicted, but
the subjects are often blended

together, and the trangition from
one to ancvther is sometimes so rapid
as to render it difflcult to follow the
conyection. Indeed, in order to
understand fuily the passages that
refer Lo events yet future, some di-
vine revelation seems to be neces-
sary. For it Ia only by the uid of the
spirit of prophecy that prophecies
can he fully understood.

Mioam, B. C. 7568-G99, was acdn-
temporary of Hosea aud [sninh, and
lived in the southern part of the
kingdom of Judah. He does littlo
more than reiternte the predic-
tions of the two mentioned prophets,
adding such illustrations and exhor-
tativns an were suitable to the class |
among whom he labored.

Ope of his most remarkuble pre-

dictlons states that the gift of
prophecy should be withdrawn

THE DESERET WEREKLY.

from the  ten tribesn fol
a long time. “*T herefore,
oight shail be sent you, that

ye shall put have a vieion, and it
shall be dark unto you, that ye shall
not divine; and the sun ahall go
down over the j.rophets und ¥ he day
shull be Jurk over them. Then
shall the seers be ashamed, and the
diviners confounded : yen, they
ahull all cover their lips; for there is
vo answer fring Gou.??  (§15:6,7.)

Here it is predicted that the people
should be Jeft in spiritual darkpess
because of the cessation of 'rophecy,
but the darkpess shall pot be an
everlasting one, for it ia a night
caused by the “stting ot the sun,”?
aml consequently, as day follows
night, so 8 time will agalo come
when the prophetic day shall dawn
upon the people, This 8 clearly
implfed in the language used, so
that the very threat to wilhdraw
the spirit of prophecy implles a
promise of its renewal.

Nanum,B.C.720—690.This proph-
et was contemporary with Micah
ard lIsafib.: He commenced hias
ministry at the thine of the enptivl-
ty of the Ten Tribve. And while the
Agsyrian power wus DORSLIDE Over
this success, he is called upon to un-
nounce the full and destruction of
their great metropolis, Nineveh.
This is the theme of thewhole book.
Naohum wrole his predictions -in
poetical form, and its subiimity of
style is unsurpavesd. The 12th and
13th verses of the firet chapter
are a parentheticul Insertion, giv.
ing to the captives inm Assyria a
promise uof deliverance at some fu.
ture time.

INTERVAL OF FIFTY YEARS.

Por a space of 150 years, the voice
of propbecy had now been heard
among the people, Bometimes two
or more Iospired men were rajsed
up at the same time, in different
pirte of the country. But with the
duath of Tsaiah, Micab and Nahuom,
an intervui of ffly yeurs comes

daring which period no proph.
ecies were delivered, ns fur as we
know. During this time the Ten

tribes toll in their captivity, and
Judah, still ip possession of hls in-
heritanee in 'alestine, i8 growing
in gin and hastening 0 to destrue-
tion. Butas this futal moment ap.
proaches, God again sends inspired-
messengers fo warn the people, and
to declare His decrees. He nhever
overthrows npations without due
warning. He never raid that for-
ther revelations were superfiuous.

ZEI'HANIAH, B, C, 640-6049, revlves
the proyhetical oflice again after
fifty years’ Interval [t seema that
God leit the people to themeseives
during the reign of the wicked
King Mnaooasseh, and first when
Josizh hud ascended thethrone the
voice of God was again beard. This
prophet announees the approaching
judgment npon Judah on accpunt
of their idolatrg and other sins.
Bnal, with his black-robed priests
(chemarin), and Moloch are to be
cut off, men and beasts, fowls and
fishes to te consumed (ch. 1). [n
the second chapter he predicts the
overthrow of the Philistines, the
Moabités, Ammonites and Kthiopi-



