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THE LADIES APPEALAPPEAL

MEMORIAL FROM THE WOMEN OF

UTAH TO THE PRESIDENT
AND CONGRESS

the cowco monttee appointed at the
ladies mass meeting on march ath
to memorialize the president anaconand con-
gress of the united states in relation
to the treatment received by the peo-
ple of utah have completed their
work and the following is the

MEMORIAL

to the honorable president and the
senate and sousehouse of representatives
of the united states in congress as-
sembledsem bled
GENTLEMEN we your memorial

ests respectfully represent that at a
mass meetingmeetine orof the women of utah
held inthein the theatre salt lake city
march 6 1886 attended by over two
thousand ladies representing the wives
mothers sisters and daughters of the
whole territory the following reso-
lutions were unanimously adopted
PREAMBLE AND resolutions OF THE

WOMEN OFCS UTAH IN MASS MEETING
ASSEMBLED

whereas the tightsrights and liberties of
women are placed in jeopardy by the
presentPree ht cruel and inhuman proceed-
ings in the utah courts and in the
contemplated measure in congress to
deprive the women voters inA utah of
the elective franchise and

whereas womanhood is outraged by
the compulsion used in the courts of
utah tdto force mothers on pain of im-
prisonment to disclose their personalpersona
condition and that of their friends in
relation to anticipated maternity and
to give information as to the fathers of
their children and

whereas these violations of de
bency have now reached the
length of compelling legal wives
to testify against their husbands
without their consent in vio-
lation of written statutes andana the
provisionsrov of the common law there-
forefore be it

BolKe solvedved by the women of utah in
mass meeting assembled that the suf-
frage originally conferred upon us as
a political privilege has become a
vested right by possession and usage
for fifteen years and that we protest
against being deprived of that right
without process of law and for no
other reason than that we do not vote
to suit our political opponents

resolvedSeBesolved that we emphatically deny
the charge that we vote otherwise than
according to our awnown free choice and
pointint to the fact that the ballot is abso-
lutelyf secret in utah as proof that we
are protected in voting for whom and
what we choose with perfect liberty

resolvedBesolved chatas no wife of a polyg-
amist legal or plural is tto0
vote under the01lawsaws ofbf thoUnited estates
to deprive non polygamous women of
thesuffrage is highhandedhigh handed oppression
for which novaliano valid excuse can be of-
fered

resolvedBelUsolved that the questions con-
cerningberning their personal condition the
relationship they bear to men marked
down as victims to special law and
the paternity of their born and unborn
children which have been put to
women before grand juries and in
open courts in utah are an insult to
purepare womanhood an outrage upon tirethe
sensitive feelings of our sex and a dis
granetograceto officers and judges who have
propounded and enforced them

resolvedSeBesolved that we honor those noble
women who standing upon their rights
and refusing to raly to improper and
insulting questions such as no true
man nor any court with any regard for
propriety would compel them to an-
swer have gone to prison and suffered

without crime rather thanpunishment
betrayy the most sacred confidence and

yieldbeld to the brutal mandates of a little
brief authority

BUeesolsolvedved that the action of the dis-
trict attorney and the chief justice of
utah in compelling a lawful wife to
testify for the prosecution in a crimi-
nal case involving the liberty of her
husband and in face of her own
earnest protest is a violation of
laws which those officials have
sworn to uphold is contrary to
precedent and usage for many
centuries and is an invasion of family
tightsrights and of that union between hus-
band and wife which both law and re-
ligion have heldi sacred from tinttim 2 im-
memorial

resolvedBesolved that we express our pro-
foundfound appreciation of tae moral cour-
age exhibited by senators call morgan
teller brown and others and also by
mrs belva H lockwood who in the
face of almost overwhelming brejprejudiceadice
have defended the constitutional rights
of the people of utah

Beresolvedsolved that we extend our heart-
felt thanks to the ladies of the woman
suffrage association assembled in
botonboston and unite in praying that god
ma the day when both men and
women shall shake from their shoul-
ders theyone ot tyranny

PeresolvedjRe solved thatThatwewe WIcall upon the
wiviswives and mothers of the united states
to come to our help in resisting these
encroachmentsencroach ments upon our liberties and
these outrages upon our peaceful
homes and family relations and that a
committee be appointed at this meet
ing to memorialize the president and
congress of the united states in rela-
tion to our wrongs and to take all
necessary measures to present our
views and feelings to the country

the following ladies were selected
as a committee to draft sudand present a

mimemorialmorial to the president andanaconcoh
gress mrs S M kimball mrs E S
laylor dr BR B pratt mrs M 1I
hornehome salt lake city mrs mary
john provo mrs mary
nephifechi mrs H C brown ogden
miss idaida fI1 cook logan miss ida
coombs payson

in pursuance of this appointment we
present the tolfollowinglowing in behalf of the
women of utah

on the sand of march 1882 an act
of congress was passed which is now
commonly known as the edmunds
law it was generally understood to
have been framed for the purpose of
settling what is called the utah ques-
tion by condoning plural marriages up
to that date and preventing their oc-
currence in the ffuture and also to
protect the home maintain the integ-
rity of the family and shield innocent
women and children from the troubles
that might arise from its enforcement
but instead of being administered and
executed in this spirit it has been
made the means of inflicting upon the
women of utah sorrow
and unprecedented indignities of dis-
rupting families of destroying homes
and otof outraging the kenderesttenderest and
finest feelings of human nature

the law has been so construed by
the courts as to bring its penalties to
bear upon the innocent Tmenea who had
honestly arranged with their families
so as to keep within the limits of the
law have been punished with the
greatest possible severity and their
wives and children have aenbeen forced
before courts and grand juries and
compelled to disclose the most secret
and private relations which in all

countries are held sacred to the
parties the meaning of the law
has been changed so many times that
no one can say definitely what is its
signification those who have lived by
the law as interpreted in one case
find as soon as they are entrapped
that a new rendering is constructed to
make it applicable to their own under
the latest ruling a man who has con-
tracted plural marriages no matter at
how remote a date must not only re-
pudiate his families and cease all con-
nection with them but if he Is known
to associate with them in the most dis-
tant manner support them and show
any regard whatever for their welfare
the offense of unlawful cohabitation is
considered to have been fully estab-
lished and he is liable to exorbitant
linesfines and imprisonment for an indefi-
nite period one district judge holding
that a separate indictment may be
found for each daydav of such association
and recognition in the pasecase of solo-
mon edwards recently acauaccuseded of this
offense it was proven by the evidence
for the prosecutionrose cution that the defend-
ant baxbad lived with one wife only
since the passage of the edmunds act
but after having separated from his
former plural wife he called with his
legal wife at the formers residence to
obtain a child an agreement having
been made that each party should have
one of the two children and the court
ruled that this was unlawfulawful cohabita-
tion in the meaning of the law and
defendant was convicted

in the case of lorenzo snow now on
appeal to the supreme court of the
united states the evidence for the
prosecution showed that the defend-
ant hadbad lived with alyonly one wife
since the passage of the edmunds law
that he had not even visited other
portions of his family except to call
for a fewfe moments to speak to one of
hisbis sons but because he supported hbisis
wives and children and did not utterly
and entirely cast them off under in-
structions of judge orlandoorlando W pow-
ers he was convicted three times for
the alleged offense and sentenced in
each case to the full penalties of the
law aggregation DW fine besides costs
and eighteen months imprisonment
the judge stating in his instruction to
theejaryjury itisit is not necessary that the
evevidencede nee should show that the defend-
ant and these women or either of
them occupied the same bed slept in
the same room or dwelt under the same
roof the offense of cohabitation is
complete when a man to all outward
appearances is living or associating
Wwithith two or more women as his wives
6u thus women who are dependent upon
thementhe men whom they regard as their
husbands with whom they have lived
as they have regarded it in honorable
wedlock must not only be separated
from their society and protection but
must be treated as outcasts and be
driven forth with their children to
shame and distress for the bare as-
sociation of friendship is counted a
crime and punished with all the se-
verity inflicted upon those who have
not in any way severed their plural
family relations

in order to fasten the semblance of
guilt upon men accused otof ththisIs offense
women are arrested and forcibly taken
before sixteen men and plied with
questions that no decent woman can
hear without a blushalush little children
are examined upon the secret relations
of their parents and wives in regard
to their own condition and the doingsdoinggs
of their hushusbandsbanus it they decline towertheyansanswer they are imprisoned in the pen-
itentiary as though they were criminals
A few instances we will cite for your
consideration

in the third district court nov 14
1882 annie gallifant having beerbeen
asked by the grand jury a number of
questions which she declined to an-
swer one of them being as to the name
of the man to whom she was married I1

she was brought into court and still
declining was sent to the penitentiary
where although daily expecting to be-
come a mother she was kept till the
grand jury was discharged on the trial
of john connelly she was again
brought luto court and astedasked when

liddid youau first cohabit with your hus
and

how longlone after youon commenced co
la biting with your husband was it that
yourjour child was born

miss B harris was sentenced to fine
indand imprisonment in the second dis-
trict court at beaver by judge twiss
because she declined to answer
whether she was a married woman
and if so who was her husband she
was taken to the penitentiary a build-
ing used for the confinement of crim-
inals of the most hideous types with
tierher babain her arms and leaving one
behind with her mothermother when asked
the questions mentioned by the grand
wejuryury she answered I1 gentlemen you
have no legal right to ask this ques-
tion and FI1 decline to answer it

the question was an insult anda vile
insinuation of departed vir-
tue and yet were she a
public prostitute no such question
would ever be aciedasked she was fined

25 and imprisoned three and a half
months when she was released bby
judge twissalss she is a lady wawith
strength of caractersharhar acter who was de-
fendingfeiiding a principle her right as a wit-
ness was as a sacred as any right rec

in courts she was a martyr
to personal right and in defense of a
vital principle of freedom the ques-
tion was not directed to her knowledge
of any crime but to her social relation
to another she not being charged with
any crime

on may 22 1884 in the same court
nellie white for refusing to answer
personal questions in reregardard to her re-
lationslations with jared was sent to
the penitentiary under the same roof
with murderers burglars andother con-
victs and confined there untilantil july ath
the gand jury being kept over and not
discharged for the purpose of protract
ing her imprisonment until the begin-
ning of a new term

in the court of U S commissioner
McKayckay june 20 1885 elizabeth ann
ststarkeyakey was brought in asae a witness
against charles S white on refusing
to answer the question have youvou
ever in this county within the last
two years occupied the same bedkwithbed with
defendant she was sentenced to one

dsdays imprisonment and a fine of 5050
anand placed in the custody of the U S
marshal until payment

on june she again declined to
answer and was fined and com-
mitted until payment

on june she refused to answer
similar personal questions to the grand
jury and was committed to the peni-
tentiarytentiary until august but was
again imprisoned and kept till october
ath while in prison she was ap-
proachedproached and grossly insulted by an
employed otof the Marmarshals

of september 1885 eliza
shafer was sent to the penitentiary tor
refusing to answer the question have
you within three years last past lived
and cohabited with JJWW snell as his
wife the court ordered her im-
prisonment until the question was
answered

on february loth 1886 mrs martha
T cannon was brought into the third
district court and the grand jury
complained that she would not answer
certain questions among them the
following are you not now a preg-
nant woman agareare you not now
with child bby your husband george Q
cannon anon still declining to an-
swer the court adjudged her guilty of
contempt and pending sentence she was
placed under bonds of 2500 which
were subsequently raised to

on march ad 1886 miss huldah
winters was arrested by deputy mar-
shal vandercook at her home in pleas-
ant grove forty miles distant no
charge being preferred against her but
it was suspected that she was a plural
wife of george Q cannon she was
brought to salt lake city and con-
ducted to the court house where she
was required to furnish bonds for
for her appearance from time to time
as she might be wanted

under theifie suspicion that any woman
or young lady is some mans plural
wife she is liable at any time to be ar-
rested not merely subpoenaed but
taken by force by deputy marshalsmarmarshals and
brought before a grand juryary and ex-
amined alad browbeatenbrow beatenbaten and insulted
by the prosecuting attorney or his
minions but this Is not all in de-
fiance of law and the usages of courts
for ages the legal wife is now com-
pelled to submit to the same indig-
nities

on feb 20 1886 in the third district
court in tilethe second trial of isaac
lanlantonlangtonton upon whom the prosecution
hadlhad tailedailed to fasten the slightest evi-
dence of guilt prosecuting attorney
dickson exclaimed if the cocourtart
will allow me I1 would like to call mrs
langton defendants legal wife
after a strong protest from the attor-
neys for the defendant the court per-
mitted the outrage and against her and
her husbands coLconsentsent she was com-
pelled to testify for the prosecution
the evidence however completely ex-
oneratingonedue rating the husband who was dis-
charged

but this has now been set up as a
precedent and within the past few
days a legal wife has been taken before
the grand jurgas many have been be
fore who refused to give evidence but
this time was compelled to answer the
questions propounded by the public
prosecutor against the lawful husbandwe also direct your attention to the
0outragesges perpetrated by rough and
brutalbl deputy marshals who watch
around our dooryardsdoor yards peer into our
bedroom windows ply little children
with questions about their parents
and when hunting their human prey
burst into peoples domicilesdomicileddomi ciles ananaterteriter i

the innocent 1

on jan U early in theliae mormorn4
1

ing five deputy marshals appeared at
the residence of wm grant american
fork forced the front door open and
while the inmates were still in bed
made their way up stairs to their
sleeping apartments there they were
met by one of the daughters of wrowin
grant who was aroused at the intru-
sion and despite her protestations
without giving time for the object of
their search to get up and dress him-
self lade their wayvay into his bedroom
finding him still in bed and his wife
en dishabille in the act of dressing her-
self

early on the morning of jan
a comcompany of dedeputiesaties invaded the
peaceful village of west Jordjordananandand
under pretense of searchingching for poleg
amista committed a number of depre-
dationsdat ions among other acts of vitviolence
they intruded into the house otof F A
coolerCootier arrested him and subpoenaed
nis legal wife as a witness against
him this so shocked her that a pre-
mature birth occurred next day and
her system was so diderangedranged by ttethe
disturbance that in a few days she was
in her grave

feb 23 1886 at about ill11 at
night two deputy marshals visited the
house of solomon edwards about
seven miles from eagle rock idaho
and arrested mrs edwards his legal
wife after she had retired to bed and
required her to accompany them im-
mediately to eagle rockbock knowingknowin
something of the character of one of
the deputies from his having visited
the house before when he indulged in
a great deal of drinking profanity and
abuse she feared to accompany them
without some protection and re-
quested a neighbor ta go along on
horseback while she rode in the buggy
with the two deputies on the way
the buggy broke down and she with an
infant in her arms was compelled to
walk the rest of the distance between
two and three miles

they could have no reason for sub
aing her in the night and compel-

lingring her to accompany them at suchsuca an
untimely hurhour except a fiendish malice
and a determination to heap all the
indignities possible upon her because
she was a mormon woman forr she
never attempted to evade tilethe servingfiig of
the warrant audand was perfectly willing
toito report herself at eagle rockk the
next day she was taken to salt lake
city to testify against her husband

on feb 23 1886 dedeputyuty marshal
gleason went to greenville near bea-
ver utah the story of their conduct
is thus related by the ladies who were
the subjects of their violence

MRS STATEMENT

about 7 a in deputies came to our
house and demanded admittance I1
asked them to wait until we got
dressed and we would let them in
Deputy Gleason said hebe would not wait
and raised the window and got partly
through by the time we opened the
door when he drew himself back and
came in through the door he then
gentl into the bedroombed room one of the
young ladies had got under the bed
from which gleason pulled the bed-
ding

beda
and ordered the young lady to

coniecome out this she did and ran into
the other room where she was met by
Tho I1 asked gleason why he
gullepulled the bedding from the bed and
hee answered by G d I1 found wat-
son in the same kind of a place he
then said he thought easton was con-
cealed in a small compass and that he
expectedcte d to find him in a similar place
anexyeand wasa going to get him before hebe
left

MISS MORRIS STATEMENT

deputy gleason came to my bed and
pulled the clothing off me asking if
there was any one in bed with me he
then went to the firetirefireplaceplace and pulled
a sack of straw iromfrom there and looked
up the chimney one of them next
pulled up a piece of carpet when
gleason asked thompson if he thought
there was any one under there
thompson said noko and gleason ex-
claimed G d it we will look
anyanywayway they also looked in cup-
boards boxes trunks etc and a
small tea chest butbat threw bothinnothing out

WILLIAMWILLIAM THOMAS STATEMENTSTATEMENT
the deputies called at ouroar place

about daybreak and came to my win-
dow and rapped I1 asked who was
there but received no answer they
then tried to raise the window when
I1 called again and they said they were
officers I1 asked them to wait until I1
was dressed but they said no or theyhey
would break in the door I1 told themmern
they had better let that out and hev
went around to mothers door Wwhichlich
was 0openedcued and fattierfather was summoned
the dpdeputiese next went to the bed 0off
mrs elliottsalliottsElliotts and subpoenaed her
gleason said with a frightful oath
that he knew there was another woman
in the house and searched in boxes
trunks etc

these are a few instances of the
course pursued towards defenseless
women who are not even charged with
any offense against the law we
solemnly protest against these deserra
eions of our homes and invasions of
our rights we are contented with our
lot when left unmolested and aouwouldid
enjoy the peace of quiet homes the so-
ciety of our husbands and childrenchildien
and the blessings that only belong to
god fearing families trained to habits
of thrift temperance self restraint
and mutual help if it were not for
these outrages which are committed in
the name of law under the false pre-
tense of protecting home and preserv-
ingin 11 tilethe family

we learn that measures are in con-
templationtemplation before your honorable bod-
ies to still further harass and distress
us we protest against the movement
to deprive us of the elective franchiseanchisetr I1

which we have exercised for over fif-
teen years what have we done that
we should thus be treated as felons
our only rimecrime is that we have not
voted as our persecutors dictate we
sustain our friends not our enemies at-
the polls we declaredeclare that in utah the
ballot is free it is entirely secret no
one can know how we vote unless we
choose to reveal it we are not com-
pelled by any men or society or influ-
ence to vote contrary to our own free
convictions no woman living with a
bigamist polygamist or person cohab-
iting witwith more than one woman can
now vote at any election in utah why
deprive those against whom nothing
can be charged even by implication of
a sacred right which has become their
propropertyerty

wepe
ask for justice we appeal to

you not to tighten the bonds which are
now so tense that we can scarcely en-
dure them We ask that the laws may be
fairlfairly and impartially executed we see
good and noble men dragged to jail tofingerfinder among felons while debidebauchedLuched
and polluted men some of them fed-
eral officers who have been detected lain
the vilest kind of depravity protected
bby the same court and officers that turn
arlall their energies and engines of power
towards the ruin of our homes and the
destruction of our dearest associa-
tions we see pure women forced to
disclose their conjugal relations or go
to prison while the wretched creatures
who pander to mens basest passions
are left free to ply their horrible trade
and may vote at the polls while legatlegal
wives of men with plural families are
disenfranchised we see the law made
specially against our people so shame-
fully a that every new case
ringsbrings a new construction of its mean-
ingag and no home is safe from instant
intrusion by rufruffiansflans in the name of the
lawaw and now we are threatened with
entire deprivation of every right and
privilege of citizenship to gratify a
prejudice that is fed on ignorance and
vitalizedvitalized by bigotry

we respectfully ask for a full inves-
tigationti of utah affairs for many
years our husbands brothers and sons
havehave appealed for this in vain we
have been condemned almost unheard
Eeverythingvery thing reported to our detriment
is received our cries to be heard have
bebeenen rejected we plead for suspen-
sionsion of all measures calculated tato de-
prive us of our political rights and
privileges and to harass annoy and
bring our people into bondage and dis-
tress until a commission duly and spe-
cially authorized to make fullfall inquiry
into the affairs of this territory have
investigated and reported and while
tilethe blessing of him who will one day
deal out evenhandedeven handed justice to all
shall rest upon your Ronohonorablerable bodies
your memoria lists as in duty bound
will ever pray etc

MRS SARASjarair M KIMBALL
MRS M ISABELLA HORNE
MRS ELMINA S TAYLOR
DR ROMANIA B
MRS 11 C BROWN
MRS MARYMAKY
MISS IDA 1I COOK
MISS IDA COOMBS
MRSmas MARYMABY JOHN

committee

PRESIDENT CANNONSCANNON FAIL-
URE TO APPEAR FOR

TRIAL

HIS COURSE ED AND SOME
suggestions MADE

SALT LALAKE CITY
march 20 1886

editor deseret newsnew
much has been said and written the

last two or three days in relation to
president geo Q cannon not respond-
ing to the bond given for pishis appear-
ance in court on the I1dinstst to my
mind this is not extraordinary when
we take into consideration the axiom
that self preservationvrepreservation is the first law
of nature and those who navehave been
most rabid in their denunciation of
him for not appearing were the llast
to doubt that he would thereby show-
ingin most conclusively and giving himtithe benefit of their ideas in advance
that if they were in his place
they would not placelace themselves
in jeopardy under ttethe circumstances
that seem to control the district
attorney in the remarks which hisbis or-
gan said he inmade showed aisi venom
towards the man in part only to a
person who has observed the motives
and actions of dickson zane co in
their endeavor to get haholdold of him the
rewardreword offered the extra precaution
taken in securing the arrest in a neigh-
boring state after the judas had earned
his 30 or woremore pieces of silver the mil-
itary display the seventeen times
greater sum required for bail from him
than from any other parson for the
same offense and the ststill further de-
mand of the usual bond

THIRTEEN
times multiplied on two more trumped
up charges for similar offenses to-
gether with the extra heavy bonds ot
the witnesses the full import of their
animus is apparent these facts would
seem to indicate that his persecutors
were not acquainted with the fact that
the law knows no distinction between
citizens but that all are guaranteed
alike a lairfair trial before a fair judge and
jury and would not justify them in
following the bent of their prejudice
against him and forcing him to trial
under such circumstances that accaaccu-
sation would be tantamount to con-
victionvic tion

I1 am much pleased that he has taken
thebhe course he has and I1 hope that a
fair square fight will be made against
thebhe collecting of such excessive bonds


