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A TICKLISH SUBJECT.

The world 18 filled with injustice.
Might, far too often, muekes right.
Thioes innumerable wre done by law
which violate the very first principles
of equity. Men appropriate and stea)
without any qualme of contclence be-
cause theycan do it, aou Bhyiocks line
the highway of man’s neces:sity,
tukiog their victim hy the throat with
the nonchalapce of & Robln Hood,
oply that the firet acte noder the cover
of a statute, and grabs becavss he I8 a
legal thief.

On a gigaotic soale, the Laiter-day
Baints were Lhua dispossessed of thetr
accumulatious by the vagabondism of
politice. Lt was ussumed all too readily
that this ivjury oould beivflicted on
an unpopular people without pomment,
save that which gloated over the in-
famous spoliation. Toudny perchance
the most prominent aclore, as well ap
the rapk and file who eried huzzab ilor
the lgauers, would be truly giad 1 the
condemnutury record coula be ex.
punged fiows the pages of history
wa onwortby of o civilized people.
The lujustice, however, ol thut whole
muremeont, wosiher it affected an or-
gaalzation or fodiviuusl members
thereof, Lias wever yet heen setlled,
Thut part of the Churob property
w Dloh was returned as well as the part
whiceh is stiil retained bad to be de-
fended at an lwmense cost, aod it
wouid o¢nly seem (air that sny in-
dentedness so ijuourred should be re-
funded, It right 18 to bhe supreme,

It muy he toought thatl tne Tespoosl-
bility dor wruog je Jiffieuh to fix, 8o
divided and subdivided it s to
human ken; but there is an ‘‘aye that
peltner slumbers por eleeps,’’ and it in
this tife wrong triomphs and oppres-
glon rules, the ewifl judgment of the
Eternal will reward every man aecorfd-
ing to bis weIRS.

%‘nat there s & great deal of incredul-
ity 3o regerd to this is readily ad-
mitted. ‘Phat selfilebnees ofien Jleads
persuns Into acts of oppression is equsl-
Jy true; and i 18 Just as Lrue that Lthat
whicn 18 sequired by violation of right
carries with 1t 8 curse instead of a
blessing. Fate, as some would call it,
seemn® to hover arpusd thst which bas
peen unjustly acquifed. Xasy coms s
olten easy go. Toough the grip tbat
s over it may be like tbe grip of a vise,
it is seen toBluckeD, and its tenucity by
unseen ferces is often relaxed in the
very moment of Apparent success.

1u i» quite possibie to go thiough the
streeis of thie city and with prescient
eye Lo note how, where property has
heen upjustly even If legally acquired,
that the finger of retrihution saems to be
4aid upon It No shrewdness, nLo
human wisjom, no change, great or
amalj, seems able tv obliterate or nulli-
fy the originally wroogful acquisitiow.
We know of places meiting away he-
fore the elements, and stricken uppar.
ently with rust and hlight, hecause
from thence by lega)l preesure wasp
driven the widowed wifesnd orfphaned
children into the pu'lic street.
We kpow of places where the iron
hand of the mortgagee has eagerly
grabbsa the coveted property &bt a
molety of ite res) value, Injustice bas
laughingly aod bosstingly told of the
gfand acyuisition and epeculstion it
had made, But the tearsand prayers

of even ah unwise owner have eotered
into the ears of **the Lord of Babaoth,?”
aotil the legal usurper bas had no 1est
or until be had got rid of thie *“*wedge
of Achan’ which ocarrled with it the
unesen but not nofell carae of a retri.
butive ProvideLce.

It may he satd that the loser ie never
biamelers fo those cases; bul If coo-
ceded, it is also noted that thie form of
modern lojustice Wwas guarded against
in the Divine ecobomy as glven to
Moses, and men’s momentarily alien-
ated inheritances reveried agaln even
to the foolish ae to the wise, Fhere was
provision aguinst undue exaction;
usury was sabsolutely forbidden, aod
80 ibe lcheritance came agaio to e
ownoer every few years. Was It I1n.
tenued in this to eXcuse any debtor?
He |a under meral and religious obli-
gation in this commuopity to honor all
bis promiseé and covenants, Butsome
are the victims of circumstances; they
want tv be and do righl, Yetthey can-
oot hecalled successful in the strange
and trying battle of life. Bome there
are perchance in all ciusees of soclety,
who approximate to right for fear of
penalty; on the other hand the omne
who lukes hla brother by the throat,
and saye ““Pay me that thou owest,*’
and then oasts him ioto prison (or pov.
eriy) until he has paid the uttermost
farthing, ia quite likely to have pre-
sented to bim the same inflexjnle pro-
cedure, from which he’may he only too
giad to eecape.

That was good authority which eaid
thaty “‘the same messure meted (hy
men) to others shouid be meted to
tbem sgain.’” It is po Jdoubt part of
lhe Divine program and philosopby,
aond that beautitul precept, ““Elessed
ara the merciful, for they ahall ohtain
merey,’”” has been eo written in the
very [abric of moral and_religious duty
and aalvation, that oo maop, high oar
low, rich or poor, ipfluential or un-
known, with claim or without, can
uftord to invalidate his personal trast
in the attributes and sotion of Deity hy
ignoring a certain rule.

Itig because pf this faith and msrur-
ance that we Jook with some compla-
cepcy on the historic past. We have
no iaea that ‘“the wrooge of Mlssouri’*
of the pressure which compelled the
evacustion of Nauvee is simply a
matter of history. We have oo idea
that government proscription sand

confisoation is only to he fouond
in the records of Congrees and
the courts. We huave no jdea

that hecaurs men and women
were plundered and imprisoned, and
hat maoy were thus burried iato an
untimely grave, that the account ls
outlawed atid uboollectible. We have
oo idea that personal viclation of right
of mercy is condoned because the vig-
tim, bound band and foot,submitato the
exactions of the tyrapnical oppressor.
No, no, none of tole. Technicality ia
oot the method of the other elde.
Humao precedent, ruales, decislons,
have no value in the Higher court,
oniy as bared upon princlples which
bave hehind them the sternal recogni-
tion of right sod truth,

Here authoritiea may differ; one
court may reverre Lhe decialons of
agnother; justice and judgment may he
8 costly that the poor cannot reagh the
one or secure the otber; technioality
may supercede equlty; but the un-
sleeplpg avenger will bar the way of

progrees unti) rectificatioo e thorough
and complete,

It this mssurspce conld be more io-
fimately Interwoven ioto the fabrio of
iife, into politics, flpapee and motrals,
surely thete would be less of fraud,
less of oppreselon, less advantage tuken
of necessity of opportunity. Many
thiogs weould be compromieed that
are now pushed Lo extremeer; many an
obiigation would be settled without
acerbity aod bitternesa of feeling; sym.
pathy would iake the place of barsh-
nesr, brotherly conslderation wounld
supersede the spirit of the worid, and
in spy eventmutual concilistion woulid
take the place o! arhitrary procedure,
snd the spirit of the Goepel that of the
letter of the low.

Few men even in this Jife can aflord
the exercise of arbitrary power, Few
can afford to have ejther”“the male~
dictlons or the quiet ellence and
reserve pf! those whom they have
wronged. Itis better to have a repu-
tation for princely magnaoimitly thao
to be known to Z1ion as one who under-
all circumatances Ineists o0 his *‘pound
of flesh,”” and will have no less he-
caure ahle to get and willing to kesp it..

THE CONSTITUTION—PROHIBITION..
C

I perceive from what appears occas-
iopally in the ¢olumpe of your paper
that tbe question of prohibition is
somewhat in evidence in Utah, and
that a desire i expressed hy some of
our peopls thai tbe constitutivo scon to
he adopted by tbe coming convention
shall enotain an article prohlbiting the
manufacture and sale of spiritdous
liquors in the comiog State of Uah,

in discussing the question, one of
your correspondents made use of the
obesrvation **There bas been nut Jittle
popular agitation on the suhject.*”

Now, witbhout wishing to enter Lhe
fleid of diacussion pro aod con on this
question, I beg to remind that eorres-
pondent, as well as all persons inter-
ested o the subject, that he hua, per-
haps unintentiopally, furnlshed =a
very good aod sufficlent resson why
toe convention shouid nol josert any
provision oconcerning prohibition )n
the document which Lbat august hody
may submit to the people for ratifica-
tion or rejection.

As your correspondent Lruthfaliy
sayt; there has been bhut ltile agits-
tion of toe question by the pecple, and
that lilttehes only taked place slnce
the vlection of the delegates (2 the
convention, apd consequently the
delegules sre under no vhijgation, cr at
Jeast misy Dot feel unuer any obhliga-
tion—to be influenced by what may
bave heen ealo or writien since the
election. .

In theabsence of the expression of
public opinion on pubiic questions prior
to the election ot delegates Lo Conven-
tions, the delegates go uniostructed
abnd are the sole judges of whut their
duties to their cobstituents require
them {o do.

I presume that most of the people of
Utab desire statebood, snd with a ceao-

stitution with as few ohjectionsble fea-.

tures as powsibile, it may be eXpeCted
the people will adopt it. But ns there
canoot he & douht that much vpposi-
tion will Jevelop against a probibitive
article, should one be ipserted, it seems
to me that it will be widve Lo leave that
question in the bunde of the volers of
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