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DELIVERED

in the tabernacle salt lake city
sunday afternoon march 1885

REPORTED BY JOHN IRVINE

I1 STAND before vouou this afternoon my
brethren and sisters with the desire in
my heart that while I1 do so I1 may
speak to the strengthening of thetile faith
of tilethe saints of god and therefore I1
crave an interest inill your faith and
prayers that whatever time I1 oc-
cupy I1 may do so in a way and mannermannen
that shall tend to tilethe builbullbuildingdlugdiug up
of gods kingdom here upon the
earth

we havenave been interested in hearinghearin1the report of brobio edward partridgebartridge 1

who has lustjust returned fromfroina a mission
to the sandwichsandband islandsblandsLlandsandi where tiiethe
work of the lord has been received for
many years in a very gratifyinggratify ing manner
by tue remnant of the of israel
who dwell thereon it is also notice-
able that the alaoria a people of a
kindred race to the hawaiian who in-
habit the islands of new Zealand many
hundred miles to the southward in the
pacific ocean are also receiving tiietile
glad tidings of the gospel of christ
with joyyot3 oy and that hundreds areaie there
beingbein added to the church at the pres-
ent

preh-
eat time it has lungling been the belief
of the latter day saints that these
races are offshootsoffshoots of tilethe great peo-
ple who once flourished upon this con

were brought out of the
land of jerusalem under lehllehi
and others and who have rincinhabited
this landand fromfrom about GOUgoo years before
christchristy that people whose remnants
are now found beattscatteredered far and wide
ovosertheeitheerthe north and southyouth Anieanleamericanrican
contincontinentsants there appears to be a
greitgrearsimilarity in the tialiahabitsbits customs
manners and language of the natives
of those twotivo groups of islands which
similarity in many respects extends
to some of the lacesraces thatthai injiainhabitbit this
continent andanil forfoi these and other
reasonreasonsswewe believe that in these island-
ers flows thetho blood of israel to a great
extent and where it does those who
are thus blessed jyby being the children
of the fathers tbtt whom the promises
were made abas races receive the
truths of the gospel much more
cadelyeadi and apparently
tankingtzI1 kyikyl g their many weaknesses
leave unto them much more devoted-

ly th1 antiotio many of those who em
bracebraMitAtitsSits savingsaying principles among the
gentile nations it would seem aas
though at the present time the gentile
nations of the earth were turning from
the truths of thetile everlastingEverleveriE ver lastingastino gospel
tiietilethey havenye rejected them
and tiletho consequence is we find todayto day
that there is allan increase of scepticism

there is an increase of a spirit op-
posed to goodfood order to obedience to

and to many otherothor admirable
characteristics of generations konejonegone by
thutha present is an age of unrest of
turia oiloll of contention of a lack of
faith botnotnov only in religious matters but
lainaiInalmst everything else we may be
said totb be living in a period of transi-
tiontlonasandildrid that transition does not al-
ways appear to be in tiietile most desirable
directions but spirit of doubt
and incredulity of uncertainty and
unrest is more manifest regarding re-
ligious11 iouslous subjects than any other aues-
talonsans that attract thetile attattentionantion of
rmankindunkind 1 and is perhaps more mani-
fest in those nations to whom the
gospel has been preached for many
yearsyearn than in any other parts of thetile
world this is the natural result of
the course the people of those coun-
tries have taken having rejected the
principles that god in illsilia kindness hasnas
causedcausel to be revealed his spirit t
which is the spirit otof life light intelli4
reneegenee and truthietruthis of necessity measur-
ably withdrawn from them and they
areleeareleftt to themselves to serve god as
best they mamay when they will not

him as melielle requires the conse-
quence is division and subdivision in
tiiethe churches for every finansmans opinion
is as good as that of his neighbor and
there remains no trusttrustworthyworthy much less
infallible standard by which to guage
the beliefs of mankind consequently
every man walks in hisonhishlsonown way and

such ai belief as best suits his
lancyiancy but with us it isis different
and the very fact that we aredie united
with regard to that which god requiresulrea
at our hands in all things is a rock of

to inan vidvit is regarded as an
viivilil by those who do not love usuis by
those who make it their businessbubines stoto
bringbrin evil accusations againsta aigist us our
union is a opposite condition of affairs
to that which exists among the sects in
the christian worldand beingbe inginc contrary
they imagine ought to be stigmatized
decried and derided but in our union
lies our strength because wowe cannot
be united oilon any other principle than
obedience to tilethe law of the lord
there is no spirit but the spirit of the
mostalost highhisa god that will make this
peopleeolcleoneoueone they can trustintrust in nooneno one
butut in god our fatherfattier who haslias revearevealedresealed
illshis mind angwilland will to them and has es-
tablished in their midst the principles
that will make them wise unto salva-
tion if they will but give heed to them
itlt is useless worse than useless for
us to attempt to bobe united on any prin-
cipleC 1 but the principle of righteous-
ness1lailat1 and godliness we can tindfind no
union inm coilldoing that which is displeas-
ing in the sightbight of god we can find no
unionunion in following any course other
than that which god has marked out
we cannot be united in anything but
the truth the truth will not only

make us make us united
and we cannot be unitedmatted however
much we may strive on the principlespiesPICA
of error because there is no bond of
union in them there is only one pathpatti
that leads to exaltation one patpatneytiby
which we can become like unto our
father and our god and if we ever at-
tain to that which we are seeking

eternal life in illshis presencecresenc r we
must walk in the path which lieile has
marked out and in no other for no
other will lead us back into illshis pres-
ence we must every one walk in that
path and as wenye must all walk in it
therefore we must be united our
union must be in god our trust mustroust
be in him we are I1 prepresumeprestine fromfroin
present circumstances learning that
lesson very rapidly I1 have noticed on
the coins of this nation thetile inscription
in god we trust perhaps that

motto may have been applicable at
the time it was first placed on the
money of the united states but at
present it does notliot appear to be soseforfor
tillsthis nation and other nations seem to
be rapidly losing allail trust in god they
are willingg to trust in themselves in
their own strength in their own wis-
dom in their own ways in their own
methods and their own plans rather
than trust in the word of tiietile lord for
that the great majority of their peoples
will not havenave but we the battet day
Saintsaresarc learning rapidly that we callcan
trust no one save god our father and
those whom hohe appoints to be hisills
representatives upon the earth let
us look around in the world what do
we find todayto day Is there apy power
upon earth to which we carlcan look for
succor or aid fforfonor guidance or inspira-
tion under the circumstances through
which the church of jesus christ is
now passing if there is where is it
where on the face of this widevide world
can we look for sympathy for hellhelp for
support we cannot outside of our-
selves As has ever been the case those
that are not for us araarg against us but
we are learning the lessunlesson that god is
with us that ilehe will deliver usits that
this is hisills kingdom and thetile nearer we
live to him the greater will be the do-
liverances that ilehe will bring to pass in
our favor

I1 have met a few in our midst who
seemed to have an idea that thurethere was
a gospel of compromise ifit I1 may so
use the termterai that might bebe advocated
in all the history of this world ffromrom
its creation to the presenpresenttJ have never
read of never heard of the time when
god almighty compromised with the
evil ewhenOn ilehe was willwillingitil that evil
should have a place in the midst of his
people when ilehe was willing that any
of the principles of eternal truth
should be relinquished by thosethose of his
sons and daughters to whom ilehe had
revealed them no the word of in-
structionst the word of revelation the
word of counsel hahass always been for
man to live by every word that pro-
ceeds from the mouta of god to keep
inviolate the ordinances of godgud to
preserve the principles of truth and
righteousness intact and never to con-
sider for one moment that viauman can
gain his salvation by up or re-
signing any principle or law that god
has said is necessary for the accom-
plishmentment of his purposes which
purposes we understand to be the sal-
vation of mankind and the redemption
of the world any plan less than thethe
one devised by him isis imperfect any-
thing else will not save we first one of
us it is godsgoda law
alone that will deliver israel from his
enemies it isbyis by perfect confidence illiu
the word of the locLorlorlanddand by willing
humblebumble obedience to all hisills require
ments accepting ailall ills providences as
farour best good that we shall be de-
livered do you ever recollect have
you ever heard of a time in any age or
dispensation since this earth first rolled
forth from the presence of god that
men professing to be illshis servants
have gained auanythingjilling in this life or for
tjthelielle next by faltering obedience
to the requirementsrequirementsmenta oiof heaven by lalay-
ing

y-
ing aside thetho armour of faith by turn-
ing from that which they had espoused
and which they realized to be of god
if you have ever heard of such a peo-
ple if you have ever known such a
time your readingi and your experience
have been dindifdifferentferent to mine judging
by the experience of the saints in the
past and jjudging by our own experi-
ence in this dispensation as far as I1
know itA has all yonegone to prove that the
closer we cleave to the lord the near-
er liehe will drawdrav unto us the greater
will be the manifestations of his power
in our behalf and the sooner will be
our triumph overoveroser those who seek to
injure us I1

we have no conflict with the world
only as they may bring it upon us we
axearc the ffriends ot allali mankind we
are sent forth to preach life and salva-
tion to every soul who will hearken
and obey our mission is one of good
will to all men the wide world overyewe seek the hurt or injury of no peo-
ple upon the face odtheof the earth the
principles that we proclaim are those
which the savior hirehimselfselfseif taught to
the sons and daughters of mankind
when he was here upon the earth and
whick hisills disciples in after years

itaughttaughI1 alsoaiso they araree peace onearthon earth
and good will to all men does any
man ever injure his brother or nisills sis-
ter

gis-
ter be aney members of the church ofoj
jesus christ or of any church or of
no church whatever be they christian

heathen or jew by
following the teachings which god has
given through illshis servants in this age
in which wawe are living I1 say emphat-
ically no under no circumstances
whatever the gospel that we preach
will do all men goodrood there are no
exceptions to this rule it will teach
us all to be loving to be virtuous to
be temperate it will teach us to seek

to live near unto god that wenye may be-
come godlike it will teach us to treat
all men aright to infringe upon the
privileges or rights of none but to
teach to them those principles that will
inake them better and happier here oaon
the earthcartti and bring to them eternal
salvation in the world to come

then why are wenye maligned as
brother partridge has spokenenofof why
are we hated why are we misrepre-
sented for burelyhurels there never were
people who were mormory misrepresented
than the latter day saints I1 will tell
you it is because tilethe day approaches
when satansgatans reign upon the earth
will be brought to a close heile knows
and realizes this fact and tillsfills thetile
hearts of those over whom he has
power on the earth with hatred to-
wards the principles that the servants
of god teach this is tilethe great secret
tills Is the originating cause of the
trouble but thentiiu somesoine will ask why
christians neloel levers in the divine mis-
sion of the son of god act in this
way towardtowards us why should they
attempt to overthrow that which we
claim to be the gospel of christ for
tilethe simple reason that the same causes
produce the same effects when-
ever the gospel of the son of god has
been preached upon the earth in every
generation it has brought forth an-
tagonismtago nisin from the great majority of
mankind no matter whether they pro
feesser to worship the true god the
fatherfattier of our lord jesus christ or
whether they did not it is no more
remarkable that those who call them-
selves christians should oppose the
gospel of jesusjesua christ in this age then
it was that thetile jews who claimed to
be the children of abraham should
oppose those same principles in that
which is commonly called the gospel
dispensation when christ the son of
god himself was here the causes
are the samesaine tilethe results are the same
mensmeng niinitnaturestures are the same and
though methe civilization of todayto day mavmaymabbebe
somewhat differentfrom the civiliza-
tion of former aes it has not changed
the natu e of eatWatmankindlelndiVind menuen todayto day
as in ancient times are governed by
the same loves and the same hatredshatreds
by the same antipathiesantipa thies and the same
prejudices they arearc influenced by tthee
same spirit that spiritspirit of evil whichwill
reared its neadhead in tthec heavens and was1 8
cast down upon the earth by which
overthrow the warfare was trans-
ferred ffromroninoni heaven to earth

that same spirit has instigated
and carried on and continues to carry
on the same warfare against the truth
and against the kingdom of our lord
jesus christ to trietile present day
civilization and education arepre no
doubt potent factors in the present
history of the world but mere educa-
tion and mere civilization do not cause
men to love the truth as it is in christ
jesus any better than they did ininform-
er

form
times they may learn philosophi-

cal truths they inaymay learn scientif-
ic truths they may be educated to a
very great fineness and to a very great
extent be versed in the learning of the
world but it lais only by the spirit of
god as wenye arcare told in thetile scriptures
that man callcan understand the things of
god and the best ededucated in tilethe
thinthingsthinss of the world alone appear to be
no betterable to understand the thin- s
pertaining to the gospel of jesus
christ than the most uneducated who
are equally lihonestbliest hiiii their efforts to

as
the case may be education does not
change the nature of men it simply
develops and polishes that which is
in them it makesmikes the best of that
which there is As the when
it is polished is not changed into ait
diadladiamondmondmoud but remains limestone stillstil
thoughI1 it is morewore beautifulbeautiaul and callcan be
used for more varied purposes so it is
with tirethe man who is educated in the
learlearninglearnianinniu of the schools only his na-
ture remains the same but the most is
made of him but when ait man receives
tiletiie glitgiftift otof thetile holy ghost itisit is then
that illshis nature idis changed ilehe learns
toltoi lovi the he 1larnsarns to seek
after it he understands it he sees
thingsthill s in a light so different to that

I1 which hetic did previouslypeviously that it is diff-
icult for him to comprehend how etwasit was
possible that liehe could havehavy been so
ignorant and so blind before times
the reception of the spirit of god is
as we understand it a new birth we
are born to things eternal when we re-
ceive it it purifiespuripurl ties our hearts it en-
lightens our minds in regard to the
things of god and gives us that
knowledge that testimony which
comes to all those who listen to and
follow its dictates herein is tiietile
great dinndiffdifferenceprence between us the people
ofbf god the church oi jesus christ of
latter day saints and the people and
the churches of the world we have
this testimony this knowledge given
us of god through the gift aniand power
of the holy ghost that none others
possessTossess and thistills zoesgoes behind all
argument all assertion all attempts
to convince us that wowe are wrong
however wise however strong how-
ever potent the arguments of the worldworldorid
maybemay be in their 0ownwn estimation they
cannot go behind the god given testi-
mony that we possess JVwee haysaymay say
unto them you appear to be very wise
in your own conceit with regard to
these thingsthin s but we can go beyond
and behindbehin all your argumentsarg torfor we
most assuredly know that that which
we have received Is of god and your
arguments amounts to nothing when
directed against that which we are
satisfied iIs gods word and the
reason is because wenye have each of us
the word of the lord fortor ourselves it
is a constant revelation to ouroar own
hearts and minds the word of the
lord is the end of all controversy as
far as we are concerned we know
that we are of god to use the ex

of the apostle john and
thetiie whole world liethileth in wickedness
we wisawish to god it were not so wowe
wish they could seesec as we see we
wish they could know as we know
we wish they could understandunderstand as we
uunderstanddeestand that this is the work of
Ggod0d and that ilehe has no pleasure in
the death of the sinner but desires
thetile salvation of all his children but
all mankind will have to learn as we
have hadbad to learn that these things can
be attained only by allan observance of
tilethe word and vilivillwill1111 of god by walking
in that straight and narrow pathpatti of
obedience to which I1 referred a short
time ago that is the onlybilly way by
which they can obtain this knowledge
it Is the only way that we obtained irin
and all men must obey the truth fafoifol
the love of the truth or the testimony
of jesus christ will notnt have a place
within their bosoms other motives

stand the test of gods scrutiny
in this testimony as I1 have said lies
the great difference between the doc-
trine thethu principles and faith of the
latter day saints and the rest of the
world god Is to us a god of revela-
tion of constant and continued reve-
lationla of revelation todayto day as much as
in any other age of this worlds his-
tory since adam saw its prime in
this we can and do rejoice in this
we receivelleirecelse strength in this we have
ait power that surprises the votariesvotaries of
uninspired creeds that astonishes un
believers that causes the world to
wonder how in the midst of all the
varied cirrcircumstances of an untoward
nature we have to pass through
we cancall remain firm in our faith
firm in our reliance upon the benefiel
entcut power and goodness of god it
is because we knowkitow that this is his
work it is because wowu agrenotare not de-
pendent on the testimony or say so ojof
any man or woman we have the
knowledge in ourselves thalthai ilehe will
deliverdellverdelldeilverusus that heae willvill cause the wrath
of man to praise him that he wllwill
restrain the rest and that helle will ac-
complishcom all illshis purposes in illshis own
good time and according to illshis own
methods whatever ilehe permits be
it little or much will be for the lestbestbest
good of those who put their trust in
bilm of those who are willing to
abide by hisills laws and who are de-
sirous of doindolndoing his will and not their
own

this principle of continuous revela-
tion is one which finds greatcreat opposi-
tion from the wicked lieifewhenevernever it is
taught we find there are many ways
in which they strive to cut off the
voice of heaven some stop at the
hebrew scriptures some bring reve-
lation to an end with the new testa-
ment others will admit that joseph
sinithsmith was insinspiredpi red of god but say
that with him it ended that the biblo
tilethe book of mormon and the book
of doctrine and covenants contain all
the word of thetile lord that we shall re-
ceive well no matter where it ends
it Is all of the same tv8spiritrit the ob-
ject is to shut out the voice of god
from man to day to close the heavenheavensi
against us to prevent us who are now
living froinfrom receiving thetile wordavord and
will f god for ourselves illin this year
of gods grace but the truth is
will continue to speak to his people
throughli illshis servants and in sugasucu ways
as mayluay seem to him goodas longionglongasas his
church is oilon the earth and th adwill
be forever for ilehe has said that this

otner people but it shall reign and
rule forever and the greatness of that
kingdom shallsnail be givenivan to the saints
of thetile most high jodgod and they shall
possess it without end therefore
with these unchangeable assurances
we have all cause to feelleel confidence in
god our dependence should be in
the greatreat I1 am continually we need
not darkarfear the arm of man we need not
fear what the world willbowillwill do if we
will but trust in god and reirelrelyy upon
illshis arm continually ilehe will hearbearear us
off more than conquerors lieile will
bring to paspass all llishis righteous pur-
poses and save us in ills KinIgkingdomdom
but the path of duty is the only path
of safety it is the only path wherein
we can walk andaud have the assassuranceurancearance of
gods continued blessing otof his con-
tinued deliverances any other course
does not carry witti it thisthi assurance
any other path leads to barknessdarkness to
contention to evils of many kinds
for it leads away from the truth and
the right butbat if we continue iuin the
pathpatti anat is marked out for us by di-
vine instruction trusting implicitly in
god then shall we be delivered from
all impending evils that are sought to
be brought upon us no matter what
they may be and the nearer we live to
god the greater will be the blessings
showered upon Uusq and seeniseemingluging evils
will be changed tto blessings of untold
worth of this I1 am assured not
only by the testimony of the spirit of
god in me notnopno only by the testimony
of the spirit of god that Is in my
brethren bbutit bbyY the experience of the
people of god iinn all past ages and the
promises of god for the ffutureUG

mayhlay god bless us and enable us to
be firm true and faithful relyingguuponon
his arm at all times trusting in euimalhim
for succor for guidance and inspira-
tion continually thatthal wenye mayinay be illshis
people and liehe our god is my prayerprayer
throughtheotto jesus christ amen

beavenBEAVER STAKE conference
the quarterly conference of the

beaver stake convened inthe latter
daydas saints meeting house In Beaver
city on saturday march issa1885
there werevere present of the stake
presidencydenevdeney presidentdentdenV J KR murdockAl
members of61 the high council bishops
of the several wards and a goodly rep

resentation of members from all parts
of the stake

tilethe usual opening ceremonies com-
mencinginencing at 10 am being attended to
the assembly was addressed by prealart si
dent Almurdock followed by the
giving oral reports of their several
wardwards with sundry remarks counse-
ling and exhorting to allan increase of
faith and diligence in works all
of which was for the most part quite
satisfactory

recess WAS then taken until 2 pm
on assemblingreassemblingre in the afternoon

eiderrider 0 11II wheelockWheelouk was also present
on the stand

president tyler of the high criesipriest
hood offered his leport and was folfoi
lowed by the prenPreApresidentsdentsdenis of other
quorumsqu these reports coupled waiwan
somesoine goodgod advice and instructions
were received with satisfaction alloano
followed with statistical and financial
reports of wardsyards and temple duna
lions after which the conacongremregattoa
was addressed by bishop P T farns
worth in some pointed and carnesiremarksremarks on the signs of the times

A meeting of the priesthood wakwasvak
held in tilethe evening at 70rao30 an
was addresaddressedfedged by elder willwm Fotfobberiierlier
ingham and president murdock
remarks acrewere spirited and calculatecalculateda
to stimulate andanil instruct all who were
present

on sunday the the house wawas
filled to overflowing

elder wheelock delivered an ablabi
address on the nature of his
and the peculiar condition and circum-
stances that are manifest in all tctn
communities of the saints he baill
visited otof late comparing the
condition of the saints with the life in
moses and the dealings of god wit
ancient israel ilehe was followed bi
eldereider with further re-
marks on the same subject

in the afternoon the sacrament waww
administered and some time ococcupiercuplecupie
by counselor G eyre of minersvilleMinersville

the general church authorities i

were presented by the clerk and un
ariiatil sustained as were also th
local stake authorities

elder fotheringham made some re
marks on the attitude of the latter
day saints towards the constitutionconstitutionala
laws of the land fully shoshowingwing there lais
no antagonism in this direction but
conflict is between the laws and tiietile
constitution as made to appear by ar-
guments made in the senate of eilf
united states when the bills were un
ierlerder discussion

president murdockfurdock made a brief re-
view of the teachings and instruction
given ffullyally endorsing all that was saia
the good spirit that was manifest amana
the blessings that will follow byabys
careful observance thereof ilehe i-nvoked thethe blessings of tilethe lord on
the congregation and adjourned the
conference for three months tot meet aia
minersvilleMiners ville IV G Nownoweliaeatspatsliaiia

stake clerk

SAN JUAN conference
BLUFF CITY san juan co UUTT

marci 18831885

we held our quarterly conference 01oi
thetile and otof thithiss month oroe
numbers belbaini so few our bishopbishokthoughtthourht it was bestbesleskest tto0 hold our confer-
ence in the ffollowingol manner

at 10 a in the confer-
ence convened with bishop Nielsoisot
presiding at 2 p in it was held un-
der the auspices of the reliefbelief society
president jane walton presiding atp m under the Y M audand Y L walTAL I1
associations suptbupt chas E baltok
presiding on sunday at 10 a in un-
der the sunday school and primar i

Aassociationlationoblationoc chas E walton
ing the suptbupt being absent at 2 p m
the same as saturday morning bishop
nielson presiding at 7 p m andel
the deacons quorum president raepae
alienallen presiding i

variety is the spice of life andaill it i

proved tuto be so in this case tiethethe meet I1

ings were well attended a good spiritprevailed and a great deal of gaoa
counsel and instruction were givenwe have got our waterditch completed
and the water in town and the people
are putting in their gardelsgardenswargardeus our
ffuture looks brighter forfoi a good crop
than it ever has before since we haat
been in this place there is room forquite a numbernumber of latter day Saintsaintssfbut this is too hardahard a country for any
one else and we are gladgiadiadlad of itcliasCHAS E WALTONelton clarh

correspondenceCORRESPOND EINICE

beliefbelieyluliitei yeeree SOCIETY conferencingconCOAmience
BLUFF march 25 issa

editor deseret
the relief society of bluff met iiit

confer lucetuce at 2 oilon saturdaySatafternoon president janjanee MA1 1V altoaitopresiding
present on the stand Wrespresidentident jadjam

31 walton counselors aiston nielalej
soson al J haskell angeline hyde 315
B adamsAda insiinri mary jones and two sisterfrom mancos sister roberts asan
sister dunton also bishop nielson an

after the usual devotional exexerciseercisoeach on the stand was called upon iv
speak which caused the time to it
spent very interestingly the spirit 06
the lord attended all as they bore thertestimony to the truth of mordouMormoirisau

muchaluch good instruction was recreereceivedelvedi
and every one went home with renelreaevrea
energy and spirits feeling in the grand
hereafter people will not be judge


