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I ceitainly feel it a privilege to'listen to
such instruciions as we hedve bad this morn-
ing. 1 feel that we are a favored people;
and that we can have instructions continualiy
pou ed out upon us day by day and Sabbath
by Sabbath,thatare ¢alculated in their nature
to reform, o elevate and instruct the mind.
The principles of cur religion exercise an in-
fluence over the minds of the people whi h is
ca'culated to lead them in the paths of virtue,
truth .nd sobriety,and in that way which
will best conduce to their happiness here and
Lereafter. Mauy reflections pass through my
mind when 1 loock abroad threughout the
length and breadth of this Territory, and view
the position of he Luitter Day Siints who are
gathered in these valleys of the mountains;
and when I consider the object and purpose
that have brought tbem bere and that are
eeping them together, view the vastness of
{heir desires before high heaven, their wishes
in regard to themselves and posterity, their
strong faith and unison of p rpose which
bave caused them to take the course they are
now pursuing, I consider it is a eublime spec-
tacle to behold Think of a commu ity of
thousands and tens of thous nds actuated by
one and the same purpo-e, and 'hat the most
_jioble in its nature, and that they are using
their exertions for the establishment of peace
and rightcousness upon the eart' continually
seeking to produce a onepess in all their mani-
festations towards each other, in their public
instructions and in their daily walk and ¢ n-
versation, asing their life ‘o do those things
that will exalt the human fanily and striving
to walk sin and iniquity under their feet. The
consideration of this subject causes very
strange and yet good reflections to pass
through my mi d. When I leok upon this
peop'e and consider the subject of their pres nt
and future progress, when I view the matter
in this light, I conc'ude that the feeling and
deaire with the great rhajority is to have
rizhteousness prevail; and I know that this
feeling exists to a greater extent here than it
does a ywhere else upon the surface of this
globe. As was remarked last Sunday by br,
Taylor, it sin and iniquityv bear sway, al-
t jough the people may have here and there
good principle, somethynz among them that
is caleculated to do good, here and there an
item of essential do:tiine, and occasionally,
a few good men who seek to sustain good
principles to exalt virtue and trath, yet these
#re overbalanced by the wicked and ungodly,
and Lience that people canaot enjoy pure and
unalloyed happiness.

There is no power but that of the Almighty
that can sustain these heavenly prineiples,
and it ean only be accomplished by drawirg
the people wut from the nations and placing
them where the. can overbalance all wicked
influences and have the predominance vver
the evil. This is our gituation, and how does

it become us to act as the repositaries of these
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wonder in astonishment, and it can scarcely
compreliend what the parenta mean. Ibave
thought frequently upon this subject, and I
have seen circumstances where the child could
not comprehend the evil or the cheat that was
intended, when it would appe r 10 be bereit
of its senses and to be completely astonished
when it comprehended what was intended by
its p'rents. Now the child has the utmost
confidence in its paren's, and when it comes
to maturity that confilence will be retained,
provided the parents do not forfeit it. 1 be-
lieve that ‘he ci:ild is astonished when it dis-
covers any departure from truth on the part
or i's parents, I consider, therefore, that the
responsibility, to a great extent, is wi h the
Elders and those who are over the people in
the community. If coufilence is impaired in
the parents then all the children have to lock
to for instruc'ion and guidance, are those who
hold authority among the peope. | know
there are people here who are lawless and
who do not consider the rights of their neigh-
bor#, and it is as it was said ancien'ly, “My
people do not congider.” Parents do not con-
sider that the eyes of their children are upon
them, reading in their looks, acts and words
tbat which will be inc rporated in their own
nature and manifested in ‘heir future career.
Children are continually watching, and th-y
imitate everything they see, and in fact, gene-
rally speaking, they are very great at imita-
tion. Then Enw circumspect and how care-
ful should parents be to ipstill righteousnesa
and holy principles into the young and tender
minds of their children; remember to teach
them principles of honor, teach them to avoid
everything that has the appearance of evil,
and let them be taught to look down with dis-
dain upon those little piccadilloes and little
nasty tricks that are sometimes indulged in.
Some have been taught that certain little
mean tricks are according to the wa¢ of the

them.

to dishonesty. Here are my brethren and
sisters who have come from different parts of
the world, and who have been traditionated to
do a great many things that ars contrary to
the epirit of the gospel, but we have had in-
structions in this kingdom to put away far
from us all those practices that are c.n rary
to the spirit and genius of our own reli:ion,
Who will act in this way when they can see
very clearly that these Little things wil lead
them on to still greate:? It has been quite a
common practice with some to steal the soap
and the clothes of those for whom they were
washing. Such practices are as comm n as
anytbing that occurs in their lives; they have
been trained up to such things all their days,

{lnd their fathers before them from generation

to generation. Well, shall they carry on these
little, petty stealings in this generation, or
ghll they quit them and teach Beir children
to do so to ? Has not the gospel placed them
upon a platform where they can live without
continuing in these evil practices?. They,
doubtless, bave their apologies for these thin e
in the old country where they are gppre:sed,

and, as it were, trodden under foot of men,

favor=? Sh uld we sink into sin and imquity, | but here it is net ro, for the gospel will re-

or should we contnue to improve in the | deem them, exalt thew and bring

them up to

knowledge of God and to increase in thoge | where they can live better without these prac-

principles which Jead to exaltatio ?
should endeavor to eradicate evil from our
midst. What isour prayer? Isitnot that
those who w rk wickedness may be rooted
out, and that those who work righteous ess
may be left to inherit the land? But how
often do we sce in our own experience li tle
departures from these principles of right?
Men swayed this way and the other by the
influence of evil, just as br. Cummings said,
though it may be ever so slizht, yet it gives
the enemy the advantage; it leads men astray,
{akes them into darkness and error. We can
gee the individual who is thus swayed as'de
hecome completely darkened in his mind, and
finally we see him stray from the fo.d of
Christ. ‘

This is the way with some of our young
men who have been brought up by good, pious
and rghreous parents; and it is also to
be regietted that we sometimes see those
fathers who have long been in fthe church

We (tices than with them, and where thev can

le ve these things off and nave the confi ‘ence
of their bre hren and friends, so 'ong as they
do not attempt to drag these evil practices
with them into the kingdom of God. I tell
you the kitgdom of God will do you but little
good, unless you forsake all your evil ways
and turn unto the Lord our God with full pur-
pose of heart.

Let us not have such things hanging around
us, nor permit ourselves to transmit any of
them to our children, but let us purify our own
bearts, and then let us set before them pure
and holy examples. 1 speak ¢f these things
with a view to have the same remarks apply
to all the evil influences with which the Ievil
has afflicted the world, I am aware that
there are those both around us and amongst us
that would be glad to see these kind of prae-
tices triumph just as they do in the world; and
then the enemy of a'l righteousness would

Jead their children to do evil by their improper

examples, ana not, perhaps, designing to use
that kind of influence which will lead their
offspring to the commission of erime. But [
apprenend that when a child comes to ma-
furity be will nave to stand and act upon his
own volition; when he comes to this state be
Las both the knowledge and the power to act
for himself, and inthat case the responsibility
attaches to the child and not to the parents.
How often do we see children following in 'he
path of their parents. If the parents are in-
dustrious we naturally expect that the chil-
dren will follow in that path, but if parents
learn their children to do that which is not
right, they are aptlo grow up in sin. I be-
Jieve that the child is naturally honest, but
when rhis ferling to do wrong first penetrates
#he mind of the child it causen i} to logk and
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have the peopie in his own hands just as he
has in the world. But we have the privilege
of overcoming these things, and have been
placed in a lwlitiun where we can combine
our energies for the accomplishment of those
which are required of us, ever seeking to do
good, baving had our hearts touched with
those principles which have come from heaven.
In this way we can rid ou selves of thrse
evils which prevail with the rest of the
world,

Let that father who sends his child to feed
his horse in bis neighbor’s pasture over nighi
and to brirg him home before merning, con-
gider what influence it will have upon his son
in after life. Would it not make a thief of
him? It would; and it would frame his mind
for trespassirg upon his n-ighbor when ever
he might have the opportunity.
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God’s footstonl, for he has his free volition to !

do right or wrong; he has the power to reject

' the evil and chose the #80d if he chooses, and

if he wants o consign himself to oblivion and
go back to native element let him follow in
the path of the ungodly, but if on the other
bhand he wants to endure and dwell with God
aud holy angels, to bave knowledge and power,
to understand all intelligence and finally be-
come one of the Gods of eternity, ‘et him take
a course to produce that ¢ffect, and ‘et him
use his influence to bring to pass that which
is calculated to exalt ani bring him up finally
upon the platformn of the Gods of eternity.
We are here upon GG *d’s footstooland we have
all the privilege and the powerto takeeither
course-~to take which road we please. Here
through the good essof Godin these last days
mansind have a pr vilege which they have
not bad for nany generations that are past
ard gone, Here a man can live and pursue
the path of righteousness, tiuath and virtue
and none care forceably drive nim from the
ath of right, but if on the other hand a man
8 not honest he can join with the wicked and
ungodly. A man who has a disposition to do
right can hece prove his integrity in all the
relations of life, in all the intercourse he bas
with men on the earth, he can increase his
power to do good, and none will attempt to
binder him. This is a great privilege and one
that dces not belong to all the people upon
the face of the earth, but it accrues to the
people of these valleys because they have
been gathered out from the nations and
brought under the influencés which prevail
here. And where these principles are cher-
ished and taught by ihe servants of God,
where they are urged continually upon the
attention of the people, where the people
ractice them a-d shun the evil and \ive for
appm-gs and glory there is pregent peace;

. but if they take anoither course and neglect
world, and therefore, they have indulged in|those principles of light and intelligence they
I despise such perforiances. and [| will be led to ruin and be subjeted to all
like to see a man above that wh.ch will lead | kinds « f disasters. We can see clearly

that
thcse who are supposed to be rigiiteous can
be 80 in the nations « f the earth, though not
80 easily as they can here, for itis very easily
to be seen that the influence of the goo ! spirit
and the principles of eternal li'e cannot be
used to the same extent there as in these
valleys of the mountains.

Whien Joseph was in Exypt he could preserve
his integrity before Potipher and Pharaoh,
and so it 18 with our Elders who go cut from
bere to perform duties tiat may be assigned
them among the nitions cf the earth; they
can preserve their integrity, and by cleaving
to those principles which they have learned
while here they will have power over the
tempter, and t ey will return when they have
accomplished their missions ia peace and
gafety, for the Lord will preserve them from
those evils which are calculated to le d then:
into vi grace, This is th- advantage of those
who go forth from the midst of this people;
they have the £.ith and prayeis of all Israel
‘o shield them from the powers of
darkress and from those influences which
wruld otherwise lead them to commit siny by
these means are the E!ders of this chureh pre-
gerved when in the midst of wic-edness. This
ig a great power that is upon the earth, and
it is here because Loly and righteous priici-
ples exist and are practise! among this peo-
ple. These are so=ie of the bencfi s derived
from obedience to the fulnesa of the gospel,
and it becomes us as Saints of the Most High
to strive to preserve ourselves pure and holy
before him, 10 take hold of good and righteous
principles like men and women of God, to
labor to suatain our present existence. to sus-
tain ourselves by drawing from the elements
all those good things which he has placed
wit: in our reach, and thus become a really
indeyendent people, to be no longer dependent
upon those who w.uld gladly sell us for the
cloth we have to wear. It becomes an experi-
ment for us to sustain ourselves, though not
.xactly one that is liable to fail, but it is to
<ee whether a righteous and holy people com-
inz out from the worid can draw irem the
elements that have been previonsly scattered
around them f r their own immediate susle-
nance and support, or whether they will for
ever be dependent upon those who would des-
troy them.

We have made good prozress in these val-
leys of the mountains, an it is truly encoura-
ging to look around and see what has been
accomplished within fifteen years. Still there
is a great deal wore to be done. When an-
cient Israel went out of Egypt, a vast h- st of
them, the liord administered to their imme-
diate necessities, and ordained that their
clothinz should not wear out, and in this way
they were fre d f.om labor while traveling ir
the wildernessy the Lord himself combined
the elements for the benefit and support of
that peop'e. Now we have been Lrought a
far greater distance than they were, but the
manua from heaven has not been showered out
upon u¢ as it was upon them. We have had
to exert our intellect, to delve in the earth

Man is the m 8% ind pendent being uponjand to a grea. ¢.tent we lave succeeded in
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bringing from the elements cur food and
clothing. 1think this is a far greater work
than that which Moses brought about, and
we are doing it without that mighty interpo-
sition which seemed to be neceseary in tle
days of Moses, though the Lord hes truly
been prolific in blessing the earth eince his
people came to this country. What huve tle
servants of God done since tliey came here?
The first thing was 1o dedicate the earth, the
air, the water and the mounta:ns, and th.»
blessing has been poured out upon them and
upon the people, and through the blessing ¢f
high heaven, the earth has brought forth to
the sustenance of his people. Is there not a
dignity in this labor which we are perforw-
ing? In endeavorungz to bring from the ele~
ments things necessary for our ewppor ? 1
say there is, and there is an bonor tha" ae-
crues to the Latter Day Sain s for their inde-
fatigable exertions in this respec’; it shows
that they are alive to the work of the Jast
days, that they are exerting themselves te
build up a city and a kingdom wherein shall
dwell righteousness, to the defiance of the
devil and his hosts. What a glorious sight it
would be to see the united hos's of Israel pre~
sent one mighty and unbroken phalanx aga net
the wickedness of the world. If this weiethe

case could the devil or wicked men break such
a band of united brethren? No, they v ould

say come on, let the surges of opposition rofl

up against us, and still we will stand stead-

fast being of one heart aud one mind, Whar
is there that this people could no* accomplish
if they would preserve inviolate this integrily,
and stand shoulder to shoulder in all the acta
of their L.ves, to gustain one another and thogs
that are placed to guide and dictaein tLe
kingdown of God? There is nothing but what

c:.uld be done by a union eof tiis kind, for it in

your privilege, and it is aleo the privilege of
all the Latter Day Saints tobe united in do ng

that which is good, and I ¢ém happy to say
that this is the case to a great exient, but
still the people might do more towards concen-
trating tEuir energies for the welfare of Israel,

There are a great many mean litle actp

manifest themeelves yet, at this advanced

day; these we should all seek to reject snd

begin anew with ourselves, and see that none

of these things are traced to our bosom.

Bro. Cummings does not pretend to train vp

his children to walk in tueze bye and forbig-

den paths of which I have been speaking,
neither do I nor br. Brigham nor many others,

still there are others that turn out vile ard de

those tuings that are wroug. But the time

must come that righteousness must pre, ail, or

else we have no privilege, no promise of the
future, and in fact without it we have nothivg

that is any better than that which is poesce-

sed by anybody else, avd we rad bettcr have

.tayed in the world and served the devil at

the places where we came from thantoh ve
come here for such a purpose, Alit ose whe
feel like continuing in this way had a greas
deal better be somewhere else striving to iun-
troduce such evil practices as they Lbave
brought from the old worid. Agrepel ol gil-
vation would reform every gon 2nd daughier of
Adam, if they would let it, and it would bring
them upon the platform of redemption, for the
gospel is redeeming in il qualities; it is en=
nobiing in its nature, and it leads on to greet
and glorious results, and if we wish to be tLe
recipients of its bemefits it is foris to turn
from the path which leads to destiuction, ava
walk continually in the path of life. 1 truly
feel an interest in this people, becaus: they
are of the class who are striving to do right; 1
feel proud to be associaled w.th such a people
as this, with a!l the follies which 1 cazn_t
fellowship and which, in counecticn wi'h
others 1 shall try to overcome and te rede~ia

this people from all evil, Isay hat we gie a
good people, and far the best people that live
upon the earth, and let us try to get rid of
thoae things that are contiary to ths spirit o2
the gospel as fast as we can, 2nd try to in-

duce the people by whom we are surroundea
to increase in the love of God, to hate tha:

which is evil, and by the love which they have
for the principles of holinegs, cause touein teo
hate iniquity and love rigiteouspees. ‘Tle
presentation of the.e things to the wiude ol
the people will do good, it will be a mesia
of imparting to them the infliences and prin-
ciples by which we are ingpired. Io this way,
perhaps we may redeem some of them apa
bring them back to @here they can have tha
ho. or, the glory wnd the peace which 2:ie ' o
reward of the ¢ightecus, even of all who ea-
chew evil #qd do goods

Let ed.ch and every one exercise (heir indu-
ence in this way, te premote holy 2nd r plite-
ouy principles upon the earth. Religion i+
glorious where it brings peace to the soul s
contentment (o the mind. Let us abide ia
those things ani keep ourselves within the
scope of thoge holy irfluences that do predoi-
nate and prevail in tbe midst of this pecple,
and do not let us run here and there afier

things which do net concern «s, If we want
to be blest by those predominating principlee
and influences wi. el the Lord has placed Weve,
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