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L certainly feel it a privilege to listen to
cucucuch instructions as we haive lartuaitdil this morn-
ing hibel that we are a favored people
andlandiharwebarwewe cancall have instructions continually
bottgepoisedia out upon us day by day andarid sabbath
by a are calculated in thetheir nature
to reform 0 elevate alidand instruct the mind
the principles ocor curur religion exercise an in

I1theibehe minds of tuethe people h Is
calculated to lead them in methe paths of virtue
truth nd sobriety aridand in that way which
will bestbeet conduce to their happiness here and
hereafter many reflectionss pass through my
mind when I1 looktook abroad throughout the

and breadth of this territory and view
the position of he litter day stints who are
gathered in these valleys of the mountains
and wilenwhen I1 consider the object and purpose
that have brought themtheau here and that are
Iekeepingleeping thethem together view the vastness otof
their desire A before high heaven their wishes
in regard to themselves and posterity their
strong faith aridand unison of p which
haiehate caused them to take the course they are
now purpursuingaing I1 consider it is a sublime spec-
tacle to behold think of a commacommit ity of
thousands and tens of thoua ads actuated by
onland the same burpoepurpoe and bathatthat the most

jiorle in its nature and that they are using
their exertions for the establishment of peace
and righteousness upon the aarti continually
seekingbeekin to produce a ononenessenest in all their maniminimani
festationa towards each other in their public
instructions and in their daily walk and ccon-
versation

n
using their life to0 o todo those things

that will exalt the human fahily and scrivstrivingin
to walkwak sin and iniquity tinderunder their feet thee
consideration ol01 this subject causes very
ts tranae and yet good reflections to pass
throughb my mlmi d when I1 look upon this
beopepe and considerconsiderthethe subject of theirthein pres nt

progress when I1 view the matter
in this licht I1 conclude thatthit the feeling and
deariedesire with the great thajomajorityrity is to have
righteousness prevail aldand I1 know that this
feelingheling exists to a greater extent here than it
does anywhere else i the surface of this
globe As was remarked last sunday by br i

taylor ifit sin and iniquity bear swayaway alaliailaljj

people may have here and there
good principle among them that
is calculated to do good here and there an i

item of essential do- ti inelne and occasionally
a few good men who seek to sustain good
principles to exalt virtue and truth yet these
are overbalancedover balanced by the wicked and ungodly
and hence that people cannot bijoy pure and
unalloyed happiness

threth re is no power but that of the almighty
that can sustaingustain these heavenly principles
anait can only be accomplished by drawn g
the people nutnubut from the nations and placingn
them where the can overbalance all wwickedL
influences and have the predominance over
the evil thistins is our situation and howbow dosdoes
it become usits to act as the repositoriesaries of these
ffadoreagori sh utaulduldula we sink intoluto sin nlnd
or should we continuecont nue to improve in ththe
knowledge of god and to increase inin thosemoil
principles which lead to exaltexaltationexaatiolUtio P we
should endeavor to eradicate evil from our
midst what is our pryer laIs it riotnot that
thosehose who w rk wickedness may be rooted
oltwit andanti matoat those who work righteous esess
may be left to inherit the landand but howbow
often do we see in ouroar own experience li tietip
departures from these principles of right
nenmen this way andarid the other bbyy the
influence of evil just as br cummings said
thoughlaough it mamayy bebie ever so alixslightlit yet it gives
the enemy the advantage it leads men astray
I1 akcaakes them into darkness and error we can
neebee the individual who is thus swayed aade
become completely darkened in hir mind and
finally we see him stray from the fodfo d of
christ

this is the way with somecome otof our young
men who have been brought up by goodrood pious
and r parents and it is also to
babe re thatthae we sometimes seeee those
fathers who have ionelone been in the church
lead their children to do evil by their improper
txexamplesamples ana not pethapei hapiQ I1 designing to use
that kind of influence which will lead their
offspring to the commission of crime butbat I1

that when a child comes to ma-
turity be will bavehave to stand and act upon his
own volition when he comes to thisthia state he
hasbas bothloth the knowledge and the power to act
for himself and in that case methe responsibility
attaches to the child and not to the parents
howrow often do we see children following in behe
path of their parents it the parents are in

we naturally expect that the chil
dren will follow in that pathath but if parents
learn their children to do that which is dotnot
right ahrthyy are apt to grow up in sin I1 be-
lievelevley that the child is naturally honest but
when this fefelingfeelingling to do wrong feratfirst penetrates
shfth a mind of the child it causes ifit to loklorkiok andanil

wonder in astonishment and it ccancancinin acancescarcelyly
comprehend what the mean I1 hahavev e
thought frequently upon this subject and I1
have seen circumstances where the child could
not comprehend the evil or the cheat that was
intended when it would appe r to be
of its senses and totobelobebe completely astonished
when it comprehended what was intended by
its pprentsrents no v the child has the utmost
confidence in bitsi parents and when it comes
to maturity that chufi lence will be retainretainedd
providprovidedtd the parents do not forfeit it I1 be-
lieve that helie ctcl ild iais aastonished when it dis-

covers any departure from truth onoft the part
0 iais parents I1 consider therefore that the
responsibility to a great extent is wlwi h the
elderseldera and those who are overoverliethe people in
the community if nce is impaired in
the parents then all the chichildrenlilien have to looklock
to for instruction and guidance are those who
holdbold authority among the deop e I1 know
there are people here who are lawless and
who do not consider the rights of their neigh
bor and it is as it was said anciently 11 my
people do not conconsiderbiter parents do not con-
sider that the eyes of their children are upon
them reading in their looks acts and words
that which will be incincorporatedrporated in their own
nature and manifested in their future career
children are continually watching and thy
imitate everything ththeyseltheyeyseeseeaee and in fact gene-
rally speaking they are very great at imita-
tion then how circumspect aindnd how care-
ful should parents be to instill
andard holy principles into the young and tender
minds of their children remember to teach
them principles of honor teach them to avoid
everything that has the appearance of evil
and let them be taught to look down with dis-
dain upon those little peccadilloesoes and little
nasty tricks that are sometimes indulged in
some have been taught that certain little
mean tricks are according to the way of the
worldwoid and therefore uneyluey have indulged in
them I1 despise such performances and I1
like Fto see a manmaa above that wbwh cbch will lead
to dishonesty hereliere are my brethren and
sister who have come from different partsparta of
the world and who have been to
do a great many things that are contrary to
the i pint of the gospel but wawe have hadbad in-
structionsi in this kingdom to put away far
from us all those practices that are c mn
to the spiritsi irit and genius of our own religionrel hloiLioi
who will act in this way when they can see
very clearlydarlymarly that these little thines wil wadif ad
them on to still greagreateltei it has been quite a
common practice with some to steal the soap
and the clothes of those for whom they were
washing such practices are as cummcumin n as
anything hatthatbat occurs in their lives they have
been trained up to sucheuch things all their days
and their fathers before them from generation
to generation well shall they carry on these
little petty lings in this ganegonegenerationration or
shtil they quit them and teach igear children
to do so to 2 has not the gospel placed them
upon a platform where they can live without
continuing jinn thesethebe evil practices they
doubtless have their apologies for these thin it

in the oldoid country where they are oppre bedded
and aaas it were trodden under toot of men
bubutt herhere it is notnet otopio for the golplgospo I wiliwilt re-
deemd e themeelm exalt themtheio and brinbriabring them up to

itejuewherev joeere they can jivelive better without thee prac-
tices than with them and where they can
iele ve these things ottoff and traye the condiconn lenceence
of their bre hren and friendsfrien dg so songtongong as they
do notilot attempt to drag these evil practices
with them into the kingdom of god I1 tell
you the kingdom ocof godgoa will do you but little
good unless you forsake all your evil ways
and turn unto the lord our god with full pur-
pose of heart

let us not have such thinea bahangingnl in around
us nor permit ourselves to transmit any of
them to our children but let uaus purify our own
hearts aridand then ietsetet usu setact before them pure
and holy examexamplesplaspias I1 speak ifcf thebethese thines
with a view to have the same remarks apply
to all the evil influences with which the bevildevil
hishaishats afflicted thethem world I1 am aware that
there are those both around us and amongst ii
that would be glad to see these kind of brae
ticescices triumph just as in the andind
then the enemy of alai righteousness would
have the people in his own hands justjuat as he
basbaa iuin the world dutbut we have the privilege
of overcoming those things and have been
placedTn a positionposition where we can combine
our energies torforor the accomplishment of those
which are required of us ever seeking to do
good havingbaying had our hearts touched with
those principles alisch have come
inlit ibisthis way we canran rid ou selves of three
evitsevila which prevail with the rest of the
world

let thathat father who sends his child to feed
his horse in hisbis neighbors paipalpastureituresture over nighnight
and to arii g him home before morningerninsEo con-
sider whatnhat influence it will have adonu donoon his son
in after life would it not makmakaa a thief of
him it would and it would frame hislug mind
for trespassingtres passing upon his neighbor whenwheneverever
he might havehake the turlturi ltv k

manmaa iaIs the jum sat ludtui pendent blobio upon

godagods footstool for he has his free volition to
do right or wrong behe has the power to reject
the eevilvilvii andarid chose the gfiodgrod ifit be chooses and
if hebe wants 0 consign himself to oblivion andarid
go back to native elementclement let him follow in
the path of the ungungodly but if on the other
hand he wants to endure andanil dwell with god
alid holy angelsangela to hayehays knowledge and power
to understand all intelligence and finally be-
come oneohe of the gods of eternity let him take
a course to produce that fleet and et him
use his influence to bring to pass that which
is calculated to evalt an I1 bring himbim up finallydually
upon the platform of the gods ofor eternity

we hereuponare herber upon G ds footstool and behavewe bavebare
all the privilege and the powerpowenhowertoto take either
course to take road we please here
through fhethe good ess of god in these last days
mankind have a pr which they have
not hadbad for many generations that are past
ard gone here a man can live and pursue
the path of righteousness huthnuth and virtue
and none eare forceably drive himnim from the
pathath of right but itif on the other hand a maneFIs not honhonestest behe can join with the wicked andanti
ungodly A man who has a disposition to do
right can here prove hisbis integrity in all the
relationsrelrei irions of life indinallailaliall the intercourse behe has
with men on thothe earth behe can increase bisbig
powenpower to do good and none will attempt to
binderhinder himbim this is a great privilege and one
that dees not belong to all the people upon
the face of the earth butbet it accrues to the
eoplepeople of these valleys because they have
beenbeen gathered out frarmm the nations and
brought under the influentei which prevail
here and where these principles are cher-
ished

I1

and taught by ahe servants of god
where they are urged continually upon the
attention of the people where the people
practice them a- d shun the evil and irvelive lorfor
chappin sssa and gloryelory ttherehereeue lais present peace
but it ubeythey take another course and neglect
those principles ofoth ight and intelligence they
will be led to ruin and be subjected to all
kinds 4iff disasters we can see clearly that
thebethese who are ssupposedu to be ribriprighteousteotis can
be so in the natinations0 ne f the earth though not
BOso easily as they can here for it is very easily
to be seen that the influence of the goo I1 spirit
and the principles otof eternal weirelreice cannot be
used to the same extent there as in these
valleys of the mountains

anen joseph was in Eegyptapt hebe could preserve
his integrity briorebefore potipharPotipher and pharaoh
andarid so it is with our elders who go cut from
heretoberehere to perform duties tuat may be assigned
them among the ninions cf the earth they
can preserve their integrity and by cleaving
to those principlescaples which they have learned
while here they will have power over the
tempter and t eyley will return when they have
accomplished their missions in peace and
safety for the lord will preserve them from
those evils which are calculated to iele d then
into citil grace this is th advantage of those
who pogo forth from the midst of this people
they have the f ithiab and of all israel
roto shield them from the powers otof
darknessdar kresskreas ana those influences which
wwuauli otberwiseotherwise lead them to commit singin by
these means are the elderseiders of this church pre-
served

re
when in the midst of wickednesswic edness thisph

1

I1is11 a great power that is upon the earth and
it is herehire because holy and righteouslihte ous
pies exist and are practise I1 among this peo-
ple thesethega are sovieboie of the benenbenefi a derived
fromirom obedience to the falness of the gospel
and it becomes us as saints of the most highnigh
to strive to preserve ourselves pure andarid holy
beforebatore him to take hold of good and righteous
principles like men and women of god to
labor to sustain our present existence to sus-
taintailalla ourselves by drawing from rhethe elements
all those good things which he has placed
witwit in our reach and thus become a really
indelinde eident people to be no longer dependentdent
upon those who w uld gladly sell us for the
cloth we have to wear it becomes an expert
m nt for us to sustain ourselves though not
factly one that is liable to failafailfall but it is to
ceee whether a righteous and hoidholdholy people com-

ing out from the world can drawrawlaw irom the
elements that haehave been previously scattered
around them FTfir their own immediate suste-
nance and support or whether they will for
ever be dependent upon those who would des-
troy them

vee have made good progress in these val-
leys of the mountains antlaulani it is truly encoura-
ging to look around and see what hasbas been
accomplished within fifteen years still there
is a great deal more to be done when an-
cient israel went out of egypt a vast fi stat of
them the lord administered to their imme-
diate necessities and ordained that their
clotciotclothinolbinhinzbinz should not wear out and in this way
they were fre d bomtom labor while traveling iaar
the wilderness the lord himself bomblcombinedined
the elements for the benefit and support of
that beope now we kiivehive been brought a
far greater distance than they were bubut thelh
manuamanna from heaven has not been showered out
upon us as it wabwag upon them we have hadbad
to exert our intellect to delve in the eartharth
and to a 1areaI

et loatteat vee have succeededsucceedcd in

bringing from thebe elements cur food andaud
clothing I1 think eilseilatn a is a far greater work
than that which moses brought about and
we are doing it without that mighty interpol

n

which seemed to be in the
days of mosemoses though the lord hasties trutytruly
been prolific in blessing the earthtanh fincesince brhis
people came to this country what hivehue tle
servants of god done since they camecane here
the first thing was tolo dedicate the earth tiseth
air the water and the moun tams and thatthor
blessing has been poured out upon them alidarid
upon ththee people and through the blesingblessing ctf
high heaven the earth has brought forth to
the sustenance of his people id there notrot a
dignity in this labor which we are perform-
ing in endeavor rig to bring from the ele-
ments things necessary for our supper I1
say there is and there iais an honor tha ac-
crues to the latter day samsain a for their inde-
fatigable exertions in thithis3 resrespectre spec it 0OF
that they are alive to the work of thethelmetlaejae
days that they are exerting themselves to
build up a city and a kingdom wherein shall
dwell righteousrighteousnesshepshess to the defiance of the
devil and hisbis hosts what a glorious sight it
would be to see the united hoistshosts of israel pre-
sent one mighty and unbroken phalanx aga netacet
the wickedness of the world if this weiwel e the
case could the devil or wicked mentrien break stich
a band of united brethbrethrenret no they v
say come on let lleileliethe surges of opposition rollrod
up aagainstainest us and still we will stand saileail
fast beinebeing of one heart and one mindnindn ind what
is there that this people could notno accomplish
itif they would preserve inviolate this integrity
and stand shoulder to shoulder in all the actsacta
of their itto burtain oltone another addand thaub
that are placed to guldeguide and dicadicta e in tlefloL

kingikingdomlom of god there I1ia nothing but whatwhit
c uaulalieb e ddoneone by a union ofor tills kladkiad for it iti
your privilege and it is aleoalso the privilege of
all the latter day saints totobelobebe united inlit do nr
that whvh ch is good and I1 ffmm happy to vabaysayT
that this iain the case to a great extent but
still the people might do more towards concen-
trating their energies forthefor the welfare of israel
thereiler are a great many mean li11 tie actaact
manifest themselves yet at this advanced
day these we should all seek to reject ondona
beginbigin anew with ourselves and see that nonnone

of these things are traced to our bosom
bro cummings does not pretendp ebend to train upep

hisbis children to walk in thesetriese bye and forbid-
den paths of which I1 have been speaking
neither do I1 nor br brigham nor many otheraothers
still there are others that turn out vile ardaidard do
those thingscuings that are wrong but the time
must come that righteousness must preprevailail 0
else weie have no privilege no promise of tl
future and in fact without it we havehae notternothing
that is any better than that which is
sdsod by anybody else araldd we tladiadad betturhairhahaxehave
aaflaweded in the oridworldorld and served the devildeul at
the places where we came from than to h TCve
come here for such a purpose ailalt t ojeoie vrho
feel like continuing in this way had a greitgrm
deal better be jamewsomewherehere else scrivstrivingin to itin-
troduce sucheuch evil prapracticescicestices as ttheybly 1210baiebale
brought from the old world A ggospel 0ot 81ala l

would reform every eon aandUA daudaughtergher cit0
adam it they would tettel it and it would bring
them upon the platform otof redemption for the
gospel is redeeming in its qualities it lais ezen-
nobling in its nature and it leads onoil to greggretgrett
andarid glorious results and if we wish to be tlethe
recipients of its benefitsbenebent bitsfita it is forfontoni a to turn
from the path which leads to destruction araaidaldand
walk continually in the path of life I1 trulytruit
feel an interest in this peoplekeople becaas therthey
jreare of the class who are ttstrivingriving to do nightright I1
feel proudjroud to be associated w thtil bichetch a people
as this withmith ai the follies which I1 catcarttcartttt t
fellowship and which in
others I1 shall try to overcome and to redenta
this people from all evilcil I1 say that we alcsic aFL

good people and far the best people that live
upon the earth and let us try to get rid 0
those things that arealre contrary to thathe spirit of0 1

the gospel as fast as we can and try to in-
duce the people by hornwhomhoin we are ovadO
to increase in the love of god to hate thathaithatI1
which is evil and by the lolloi e which thethey havhaz it
for the principles of holiness caule guem taot
hate iniquity and love righteousBe ituispresentation of thebethese thinthings to the mitismiils vt
the people will do good it NVwilikilk be a8
of imparting to them the inglilencesencel and prin-
ciples by which we are inspired in thiathis vitywrysity
peripertperapsrapa we may spinebrine of theinthlen allaancaaliall
bring them back to wherechere tueythey can hajehajo i
ho or the glory nd the peace which aieaiaai Vt a
reward of the righteous yeneven of all whom ej
chew evil J iniad do goodgoodr

let each and every ghegae clieelie their llouILOUiiliu u
ence in this way to promote holy antiend rt eeprinciples upon the earth religion 14i
glorious where it brings peace to the soul cuplittuni
contentment 0too the mind let us abide fakfati
thosethoe thingsthinga ani keep ourselves within tl
scope ftfit those holhoiholy that da
natenatlandand prevail inn the midst of thisthia people
and do not letiet us run here aldand there attenafter
thingsbings which doilo not concern 31 if vewe want

to be blestbleat by stir se prinrilcil t
and indaindu encee we 4 theth elrd hishu plpitchicea itiehefe


